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Univerfal Hiftory, 

FROM THE 

Earlieft Accounts^ to the Prefent Time. 


CHAP. VI. 

The HiJJory of the Pha!?2!cians, 

SECT. I. 

^he Defir iption of P Lx nice, 

T he tra(fl we commonly call Phoenicia, is more ac- 
curately rermeil Phocnice. 

Whence it borrowed the name, is not determined. Namt. 
Some derive it from one Phecnix'* ^ others*’, from the Greek 
word l^hmnix, fignifyiiig a palm^ or 'date, as if that tree 
remarkably abounded in this country. Some again fup- 
pofe " that Phctnicc is originally a tranllation of the He- 
brew word Edom, from the Edomites, who fled hither in 
the days of Daiid. liy the contra£lioii of Canaan it was 
alfo called Chna, and anciently Rhabbothin, and Col- 
pitis** (A). The Jews commonly nam^d it Canaan'; 

though 

* Syncel. p. 152 . b Chron. Alex. p. ijS. 'Sir Ifaac 

Newton’s Chron, of Anc. Kingd. amended. d Steph. Byzant. 
ad vocem ionUn. Vide Matt. xv. zz. 

(A) This kill name is a fe7t, by changing the Hebrew 
tranllation of the tiiit. Ralf- //into the Greek t, comes rat- 
hotfen is, in Hebrew, a great boten, and, with a little va- 
or baj\ From rabhot- nation, rhabbothin. 

VoL.lI. B colpo% 
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. ^'hc Hlftoyy of ihe VL\xnu luns. 

flinligli fomc p^irt of it, nt leafh, they knew by flic name 
of Syrf)pliacAieL (B). Such were tlie names peculiar to 
this fm.ill Count;-}'; though Phtcnice was fumetiines ex- 
IliilIluI to all the maritime countries of Syria and Juda?a, 
and Canaan tu the rjilliilincs % and even to the Amalc- 
kites. On the contrary, thefe tM'o nam-:s, and tlic reft, 
wen- mnh gcp-eially fwallowcd up by thofe of Palclline 
and Syri'.:(C}. 

'Hie propir Phiimicc, as far as we can gather from 
tlic ancient gcograjdiers, lay betweeti tlic :gtli and g6lli 
degrees of norlli latitude; bounded liy vSyrla on the luirtli 
and tlie eafl, by jiulxa on (be foutli, aiiti by tlie Tdediter- 
ra^eiUt on t.he 'vcR. d here is fome d if.igi eem en t airiong 
■.niiluji's willi rLfpecl to the northern limits of this eoun- 
ti\. ] udemy makes the riv er -hJeutherus the boumiarv 
m! riueniee to the nordi ; Init Iditiy Mela % and Sr/- 
ul'aiujs, ]-»laee it in the ifl.md of Aradus, lying north c{ 
’hat 'i'e'. Stiado nhiejv'es, (iiat fome will have llu-' 
Lleutj-ients to be the hcniiiilary of Selcucis, on tl 
ale i-f Plueiiiee and CorJelvi-iah On the coall of Phor- 
'ice. :aul foiKii of the nver Pleurherus, flood the follow- 
bimyra, Onliofia, Tripfilis, J’)Otrys, liyblus, 
{hihihvidus, iiarytus, Sidon, Sarepta, d yrus/ Pahaatyrus. 
.unavra ;s rr.niioiu-d by Pliny and Mela as ftamling at a 
ana’ll dnianee fiom ihc river Eleutherus. Strabo calls it 
I vniera, whudi h- lupp('ied to be a miftake. Next to 
Plmv ami Mela place Marathos, vahicb the la.ttei 
rails a env of lame iide; but neither Ptolemy nor Strabo 
u.i;e notice o: n. OrthnP.a, ur Ortliofias, is mentioneil 
ov j iinemy, Stiabo, Pliny, uUid ilic author of the flrli 
oimk uf the INiaccabees 


‘ Mfn k viii. r C. 
Mwln. lib. ii, c.ip, 7 . 


^-plnun ib .. plin. lib. v, rnp. zo. 

^Strabo, iib. xvi. p. riS. k i M.ucab 


is Creek all'o lor a /by? 
‘' 1 * V-v ' ; Vv hence it appeal --, 
nr.il or ivipucs, i:, 

ii.avkaiaMi nl’ ^1 ,ahlnu !jln. 

^ (B; BucJiart ruppul'es, ih.n 
ine horJereis, hutli upon ihe 
iMuruiclan and Syiian fulr 
r re called by ihe eninnioii 
jeiine ()l S\ 1 ophcrnlcians, as 
l;.wTaking CLpecilly of both iku 

Tion^^ , 

(L) Or lather Phccnlce, Pa- 
urfiine, and Sy rla^ j)iu- 


nu leuoii i > V Ciled lor each rjtlicr,. 
and pai tii. idai 1\' t;i c I wo lurmci o 
i b^xnice ar.,1 J’./^rjliMe, lavs 
^ '''iilKimis ]]} z'-ui: iniej, weie 
ihe '.anie. io> fu i ia, v. c 

have aireatly nblLiVL-J rliat, in 
Us largclf e::tenr , it JuiULiimcs 
eompi elienih d Idiucnicc and 
C ci'lelyriu. HerodocLis plainly 
cnnioLinds ihcfc three nuiiiL's ; 
wc mean, ufes one for the 
Other iadifiereiyrly. 


Si doll 
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The H'iflory of the Phaininans. 

Sidnn we may properly enough call the metropolis of Sidon, 
I^lurnicc, lince it Teems to have been the ohlell city of 
this part, borroMung its name from Sitlon, the ehleft Ion 
of Canaan, by whom it is faid to have been built (D). 

It was fcatetl on the fea-fjdc, and provided with a fummer 
and winter harboLftr ' (E), or one much more land-locked or 
inclofed than the other ; but this M^e take to be a niif- 
takc (F) that may be tolerably accounted for (G). It is 
now called Seyde. 

Tyre, anciently Sor ('FI), is commonly called the T'yrii 
ilaughter of Sidon, and flood alfo upon the fea, two 

hundred 

t Acliil. Tnt. apud. Reland. Falseftr. illullr. 

(D) Trugus derives the that now the flfippiug Ir.ive no 
name Ironi a Phocniuian vvcii'il, (Uher flielter than a Imall ledge 
fidnu fignilying a fi.Jh\ and ot rocks, about ii juile dilhiiit 
this opinion Rocliart gives in- Iroin the Hiore, on the north 
to ; tor vSuid, the name ol this hde ut the city. 

city at prclenr, i^, as wc may (F; It is obfevved that Sido- 
render it, a r, Tlie nian and Tyrian were iVnn- 

fame Bochart feerns to doubt nimoully iifed. Wdieilici oi 
u’hctlier oi- no Canaan’s Ton no the Teeming milLake, licrc 
\c:is called Sidon : tor, by that noted, may not iiave aiifcii 
name, IVlul’es meant, accoid- Irom Tome fuch ufage, wc leave 
Ing to him, the citv ittclt, de- the reader to judge, 
noting tliereby the tather ot (G) It is at ihia day pretty 
the Sidonians, nr rlie toundcr well llocked with inh:i[)iraius, 
ot that ciry, whatfuever his hut much Ihrunk trom its aii- 
name wa.s i hut why the name cieiit exjent and fjdemiur, as 
ot the chieLt fun I'r.ould be appears trom tl;e veliigv ■> ul t'ne 
palled over, and the lell fpe- ancient city that are lelt[i). 
cilied, is what wc are not .iblc (H) From hence this city 
to conceive. Oihers again de- came to be called Sarra by the: 
rive ihcMiaiJic ol ihir city trom Latins, and not tioin yhr, a 
SiLla, the Llaiigluer, as they /f//', as Servius upon V'irgll 
pirctend, ot Beku,, intimates. From hence alio, 

(E) \\ c find no mention fay they, is derived Tyre; it 

made ol a double harbour by being the Syrian w.iy to cun- 
any of the mint accurate tra- veit the t l\ or /Tnto / ; fj 
velJei s and gcngr.iphei s, whci L‘- that the S\ i i.ins pronuiinced it 
as there o; e liill \ lliblc m.nkj Toi , Tur, Tvi ; and hence 
ot this ac 'Jhre. This city the Greeks, adding their ter- 
had a imdc, rill I'accardinc, the mination, tunned in 

emir ut the Drufes, deinolilhcd Latin, 'Jjrui. Some pretend 
it, to tree hiinlbir rroin the vi- that this city gave name to the 
fits ut the Tui kiih galhes ; To whole country ol Syria; and 

(' ) Vide Mauud; ell’s Journey from Aleppo to Jeiufalem. 

B i that 



l‘bc H'lftory of the Phoenicia/is,^ 

hundred fladia, nr furlongs, to the fouthwarj of Sidon. 
T' ic mnfl be dlllinguinied into three ditferent cidcs in 
order of time'" ; as Tyre on the continent, or Fade-hyrus 
(tddTyre), I’vre on the illjiid, and Tyre on the penin- 
fu],i, uftiT the ]fland was joined to the main land ( 1 ). It 
Ijad tv\'o liavens (K), one looking towards iSidon, the 
other lownnls Egypt'. This city, inclinling Palaetyrus,, 
was nineteen thoufand paces in eircumference (L) ; but 
by itfeif, tnily twenty-two furlongs, or not cjnite three of 
our miles which is eren allowing it confiderably too 
mueh, if uur inoilern accounts may be relied on (M). 

However, 

Vule r.'ia illuftr. vol. ii. atl vccem Tyrus. i Strabo. 


j'-^. xvi- 'jU 757 . Plin. il'iil 


u 

S^■r^l, Tyiia, 

end 

Aliy- 

rla, 

WL'.j indiiferentlv u 

furjK'd 

Tor 

eieh mher; 

to 

which 

n.i'm 

ion wr caniKjt . 

.Tent. 

Thi. 


e ligr. '.jit's a ? 

•/n /• ; 

fer ir 


npoji ivli.^r m 

.:y be 

c.illed 


roL !.. 

(1) 'Dine rre four ditfer- 
»nr [dates in Flia'aicc which 
b 1: '■ die name of T\Te. 

K) rhcle weir toimcd liy 
t' L "rJnirus, which joiiwd rl;c 
j'laiid ro ilie main land, and 
-.verc ealled. thci-ne Open, and 
file ml'.er Cdnf'e. The former 
looked towards hgvjn, was the 
moil foLitheni of tlie rum, and 
secordingly railed the Kgvjw 
Ti.ii) })uii. The hliaiif Kdi)dy 
lay:,, that one oi thefe p.nts 
had an arch over tlic entraiiee 
01 It, througli which the fnip- 
ping jcilicd ; and that it was 
ToiiificJ \^ilh a cliain drawn 
acrols it. Thefe bays, or 
ports, are iliJl pretty large, and, 
jn pair, detended from the 
ijcean, eacli by a long ridge, 
rclVmbllng a muic, llretching 
di redly out nn both ifides from 
the head uf the ifland : but 
whetliLT thelc ridges are walls 
ur rucks is unccnaiu ; it is 


Nai. lib, v, cap. 15; 

moft likely, however, that they 
arc walls, 

(L) From hence it feems 
plain, ihaf Tyre on the liland, 
and old Tyre on the main, 
weie confulered as but one 
city, after the idhmiis was 
thrown up between them ; and 
podibly they may have had 
buildings conriguoiia to each 
other, Jr Ihiny’s numbuis 
arc light, the old city mufl 
have, been by imich the inoff 
cxrenfive part of the whole, 
and efpccially as the plact 
appeal h uc this day. Accord- 
ing to Pliny, the illand was but 
fevcii hundred paces from the 
continent ; whereas Strabo 
fays it was thirty lladia, or 
fornewhac better than three of 
uur miles, iVoin Palmtyru ;: ; 
aiid according to the lariic gco- 
grapliLM', Tyre was wholly art 
illand, after the fame manner 
as Arudiis, excepting the aitl- 
fieial illhinus, which formed 
it into a peninfula. 

(M) By them it appear* 
that Tyre itfeU was but u fmall 
city in extent, though it co- 
vered the whole Illand ; and 
the foinduefs of their ground. 



H'ljlory of the Phoenicians, 

However, it apperirs thrit this fimous emporium Wiis 
never of very j^reat extent. It could extend its walls no 
farther than the hoiriers of the illand ; for this realoji 
they built their hoiifcs very lofty, with many diff'ereuc 
llorics. The buildings of this city, in general, were fpa- 
cioi: , and rnagn ib cent ; and above the refh appeared the 
temples built by Hiram to Jupiter, Hercules, and Aftarte'^. 
'I he walls of Tyre v/cre a hundred and fifty feet high, 
pn)porli(jnably broad, and firmly built of large blocks of 
ffnne, brjLinil together v/ith white plalter It is now 
called tSiir O). 

Aradiis (P) u as not, nrlrTtly fpealcing, a city of Phocniec, 
but ail inland city, like Tyre, and flood oppolite to tlie 
foiuherii limits of the fca-coad; of Syria. That the Phie- 
nicians, however, reckoned this city as a part of their 


•"Menand. /i'' Dius apud Jofe 
apud eiind. contra Apion, lib. 
Alex. Mag. lib. ii. 

was dnubrlefs what Induced 
them to ralfe their buildings fo 
high ; a method they would 
otheiwife have avoided, for 
fear of earthcpiakes, whicli hud 
threatened them with deiPuc- 
tlon. At prefent [he illand 
ajipears to have been, in its 
natural Hate, of a circular 
form, hardly containing forty 
acres of ground ; and the 
foundations of the wall which 
furrounded it are Hill to be 
feenatthe utinoH margin ot the 
land. If then it be true, that 
the whole circuit of the old 
and new T^re amounted to 
nineteen thoufajid paces, or 
nineteen Roman miles, and 
that they were ilidant from 
each other but thirty-three 
Hadia, or three of the fame 
miles and three quarters, it 
muH be evident that the* old 
city Hood upon much mote 
ground than the new. A good 
part of the illand was made 
ground, as we call it (i). 

(i) See ?vJaundrell , 


ph. Antiq. lib. viii. cap, 2 . 5r 
ii. " Arrian dc E -pedit. 

(O It ifi now a mere Babel 
of broken walls, plliar?, vaults, 
&c. there being no fucli thing 
as one entire houfe Icii. Its 
prefent inhabitants are a few 
-poor wretches, who harbour in 
vaults, and fubliH chiclly by 
Hfliing. 

;P) Bochart takes this, and 
that part of the continent 
oppofite to it, to be the feat of 
the Canaanltifh tribe called 
Arvadlres ; and we are very 
much inclined to fubferibe to 
his judgment upon this headp 
'] hr illand of Aradus is about 
tw^euTV Hadia, or two Roman 
mijLa .iiida ]i ilrlromrhe loore, 
and -.bJLiC feven-uighrhs of a 
Roman mile in circuni bounce. 
The buildings were like (hofe 
ofTvre, many Hol ies high . 2). 
By the fame pen we are lold, 
that the Arabians, w'hen befeg- 
ed, could, b) the help of long 
tubes, draw up frelh water 
from the bottom of the fca. 

(i) Strabo, lib, xvi. 
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Tripoli. 


rjblus. 


Bpjtui, 


The Hijlory of the Phcenicians. 

rnunfrv, is plain from the authors wc have quoted above. 
There ” are fome remains of it ftill extant (Q^)- 

'rrlpoll, oil the fea-coaft of the continent, derived its 
origin from the joint contribution of the three cities before 
mentioned, Sldon, Tyre, and j^radus. Accordingly, it 
M-as eompofed at fifft of three diltincl 'cities, a furlong 
didant from each other, inhabited by tluee diflerent 
draughts or colonies, but all within one common inelo- 
fiirc or wall’^. It is Hill a conhderable place (R), and 
bears its old name. 

llvhlus is n porred to have been the fird city huilt in 
this country; hut whether we arc here to iimlenLand the 
Ryhhis which dood on the fca, or the Old Bybkis (Palx- 
hvhlus), which was within the land, wc caniioc deter- 
mine (S). 

Berytus mud not have been much inferior to Byblus in 
antiquity, fmcc it is faid to have been dandlng in the days 
of Cronus. Under the Roman emperors, it war, no lefs 
famous for the dudy of the law in the Ead, than Ronac 
was in the Wed ; whence it was dylcd, by the emperor 
judinian, “ the mother and nurfc of the laws.” The 
civil law was there taught in Creek, as it was at Rome in 
Latin. Bv whom this academy was founded is not cer- 
tainly known ; but that it flouridied long before the reign 
of the emperor Dinclefian, is manifed from a decree of 
iliat prince >’. Eroin this academy the two famous civilians 
1) mL)thcub and Anatolius were called by Judinian, that, 
iniiuly ^^'ith others, they might have a diarc in comparing 
ihcDigcds; and that prince would allow of no other 
uLailcmies hut thofe of Rome, Berytus, and Condanti- 
nnplc, to explain the laws ^ It is now called Barut, or 
Bcrofcjt ( 1). 

Sarepta, 

IT)Oil. S;c. lib. xvi. Cap, 41 . y Cod. Leg. i. lib. x, ^ Juftin. 

Fi uaun. Digell. 


( CE') It dems to the eye to 
be niit aboic rv.'o or ihree fur- 
longs in length, and is wholly 
nrieJ up with tall buildings, 
like cal'des. The Tuiks call 
Jt Ku-ud ; 2) . 

I R) Thci c arc fome remains 
of tlic ancient city, or cities, 
dill to be feen in the fields near 
ihe Ihorc, and many heaps of 


ruins and pillars of granite {3),. 

(S) B^’blus vv.as the feat of 
the tanious fupcrilitlon in me- 
mory ol Adonis. It is plea- 
fantly fituated ; but, at j)re- 
fc-iit, ir. but fmall, though 
large cunugh tor its lew inha- 
bitants (4). 

(T) “ At prefent it retains 
nothing oi its ancient Iclicity, 


(i) Mai;ndrcll. ( 3 ) Xdem. 0) Idem. 

except 
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Sareptn, as it is called by St. Luke y, and by Pliny ^ or 
Zarpath, as we read in the Hebrew, and, in our veriiun 
Zarephath % where the prophet Elijah dwelt foine time, 
and rnlfedthe widow’s fon, Hood between Sidun and Tyre, 
but was fubjeiT to the former ; whence it is called a city 
of Sidnn. Jofefhus whites it Sarephtha The wine of 
this dillriti is commended by feveral writers of the later 
ages. Between Sarepta and Tyre a river empties itfelf 
into the fea, v/hieh the modern grograpbers call Eleu- 
thcrus ; but no river between tbefe two cities, bearing 
that name, was known to the ancients. Phieniee ex- 
tended, according to l^tolemy, even beyond Mount Car- 
mel us ; for that geographer places in Plntnicc not only 
Eedippa and Ptolcmais, but Sycaminum anil Jdwra, v/hieb 
Band fcmih of that mountain. As thefe, however, be- 
Jonged, properly fpeaking, to Palcltine, we Ibali have 
occafion to mention them hereafter. 

We will not take upon us to mark out the bounds of 
tlie niidlanil PhLi^nice. Ptolemy reckons in it the fulK)^v- 
ing towns ; Area, Pal.ebyblus (Old Byblus), Oabala, 
and Creferea Panlce. This province was conJiLleiMbly ex- 
tended in tlie times of CbrliliaiiiLy ; when, being eon- 
fniered as a province of Syria, it included not only Da- 
nialeus, but Palmyra alfo ^ 

The foil of this country is good, and proikic”l!\c of 
many neceflaries for food and eloathinir. The air is 
wliolefome, and the climate agreeable. It is plentifully 
watered by fmall rivers; which, running down from 
Mount Libaiuis, fometimes fwell to an immoderate de- 
gree, either iiicreafed by the melting of the fnows on 
that mountain, or by heavy rains. Upon thefe oecanons 
they overflow, to the great danger and hindrance of the 
traveller, and damage of the country. Among thefe 

; Luke, cap. iv. ver- 26. ^ PllnVi lib v. cap. 19 j 

9, 10. b Joleuh. Ani't]. lib. viii. cap. 7. \dLlc 

kelaiul. Pala.'ft. lllultr. p.‘ii7. 

excejn the fituation ; and, in 
that particular, it is indeed 
very hcipjj)-. It is feated on 
the fea-iliie, in a full fertile 
and delightful, mi fed only fo 
high above the fait water, as 
to be fecure troin its overflow- 

(5) Maundrell. 

^ fiverg 


ing, and all other noxious and 
unwholcfoinc eft'eds of that 
eii'inent. !t has the benefit of 
griud trcfli fpiirigs fiowiiig 
down to it from tlie adjacent 
hills (5).’^ 


7 

Sa^t'^la. 


Ph'Fnic'm 
Mcdiltf rn~ 
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rivers js that of Adoni.s, which we fliall have occahoii tp 
nientinri anon. 

The fea, on this coaft, formerly produced a quantity 
offuchfifli, .ns, in an extraordinary manner, redounded 
to the profit of Tyre in particular ; we mean th ' ninre'^^, 
with which they died the choiced j ui'fde : and on the 
fhorc was a fand wherewith the firil: and led glafs w^as 
made ; a flaple nianufadiire of this ancient country. To 
thefe particulars we fliall add a ivmarhablc properly of 
the river Adonis; at certain feafons, and upon certain 
occafions, it appears bloody. Hence was continued, at 
lead, the fuperditious ceremony performed in memory of 
Thammiiz, or Adonis, yearly wounded, d'he caule of 
this red .appearance of the river was anciently known, and, 
by thofc who were not fo fuperditious as the red of their 
contemporaries and countrymen, aferibed to a kind oi mi- 
nium or red earth which it brought away, when fwelled 
to an unurual height ^ It is dill fubjcdl: to the fame 
colour in the time of floods (U). 

There are yet fome few refnains of the ancient fplendor 
of this now defolate land. Thevenot^* tells us there are 
fine antiquities to be feen at Tyre, hut does not fpccify 
them. S.andys'^ could difeover nothing there but an heap 
of ruins. The mod modern travellers are more particular. 
They take notice of the ruins of the metropolitan church, 
near 'which is a pillar of unufual dirnenlions ; which one 
reprefents as a triple, another as a double column, or two 
joined together. It is of granite, one entire block, foiir- 
fcorc feet long (X). 

wSome vediges of wdiat Sidon once was, are to be feen 
among the gardens without the walls of the prefent city; 
fuch as beautiful columns, and other fragments of marble. 

H ere they pretend to diew a monument of great anti- 
quity, no lefs than the tomb of Zebulon, danding \A itliin 
a Imall chajicl in a garden, and highly revered by the 


A ideLiic. de Dea Syr. Travels into tlie Levant, pai t 

j. book ii. cap. Go. r pib. iii. p. iGS. 


(h-) — “ Vv c law — the water 
(i)f the river Adonis) — Gained 
to a ierprirmg rednelV, and — 
obferved— it had dllcnloured 
ilie fea a great way Imo a led- 
dirii hue (6),” 

(X) For further particu- 


lars, Including a dcfcrlnlion of 
what are c.i lied Solomon’s CiT- 
terns, rhe reader may cnrifLilc 
the travels of De Broyn, La 
Roque, and Maundrell’s Jour-^ 
ney from Aleppo to Jerufa- 
letn. 

Jeuib. 


(0 MaundrcJl, p. 
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Jews. This toinb is made of two ftoiies only; the one 
fiippofed to be at the head, and the otl'ier at the feet of 
the tlcccafed. Their diflance is better than ten of oiis 
feet ; which they give out to have been the itature of this 
patriarch h 

At Bvnlus, alfo, arc many heaps of ruins, and fine 
tpillars, Icattcred up and down in the gardens near the 
prefent town. Finally, on the continent, a little fouth- 
ward of the illc of Aradus, whereon the city of that name 
anciently Hood, are feveral anticiuitles of a very extra- 
ordinary ki]ul. The firft is a dike, thirty yards over at 
top, cut out of the firm rock. Its fnlcs dope down, with 
flairs cut alfo out of the rock, and Jefceniiing gradually 
from top to botU)m. This dike ftretches in a dlrcft line, 
eafl and weft, more than a furlong, bearing continually 
the fan.e figure of ftairs, running in right lines all along 
its fidcs. It breaks off at ball at a flat marfhy ground, 
extending about two furloTigs between it and the lea. A 
little to the feuthward of this dike, there is a court of nfiy- 
five yards fquare, cut alfo in the natural rock ; the fulc'? of 
which ftand around it about three yards high, fupplyirg 
the place of walls. On three fulcs it irsthus cncnmpailcnl, 
but to the northward it lies open. In the center of this 
Brea, a fquare, part of the rock is left (landing, three 
yards high, and five and a half fquare ; this ferves for a 
pcdcftal to a throne compofed of four large Hones, two at 
the fides, one at the back, and one at the top, in the 
manner of a tribunal, or canopy. This whole (brukhire 
is about twenty feet high, and faces the open fide of the 
court. "Fhe ftone that forms the canopy is five yards and 
three quarters fquare, adorned wdth a hanclfomc cornice. 
At the two innermolt angles of the court, and likcw’ife at 
the open fide are left pillars of the natural rock, three at 
■ each of the former, and two at the latter. 

About half a mile to the fouthward of this court, and 
this throne, are two towers, fuppolcd to be fcpulehral 
monuments, for they flaiul over an ancient burying-place. 
They are about ten yards dillant from each other, one in 
form, a cylinder, crowned by a multilateral pyramid, 
thirty-three feet high, including the pedeftal, w^hich is 
ten feet high and fifteen fquare. The other is a long 
cone, difeontinued at about the third part of its height, 
and, inftead of ending in a point, w^rought into an he- 
fnifpherical form. It Hands upon a pedeHal fix tcet high, 

^ Theven. Voy, au Levanti Sandys’s Travels, 

and 
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doctrine agretcl toircLhcr, 'as well as their pra£lice and 
tra(l!h[)i''s. 

How thev reprefented Rcclfameii^ we no \^^hcrc find. 
'VVe are cif opinion, that they did not repr ^ciit him at 
all; for, mtnnin:! by i.im, in a more ofptciJ manner^ 
thi: iSini, vli'im th.cv hrnl daily before th nr ^ , es hi all his 
glory, it i.s likely they iiiarle their atUrer'^s iminedaately 
to him, ae -.Tiling II* the armieiit rite. Theri; vV'( e many 
Enals d he nf Sidoi, w s railrn. Thalan.iis, or the 
Men IhraH. Tlicrc was Hn:;!- Imrith (C’\ and owners, each 
Tein'ch nfcd, as we may fnppcic, undier his prop'"i- attr:- 
h.utLs; bill nc know nothing i ■arLicular of their idcls. 
liaal is Laliei! lonietimcs a god, and forneiirnes . god- 
defs ; anil, on tlie other hand, Aflarm is foinctinics 
rmed a goudefs, and foinetimes a god (i;) r, but , by tiuj 
Jdioenieian mythology llie was indifputablv a goddefs ; 
f*or there we fmd her mentioned as the mother of many 
children. Mhe is particularly called the gcnldefs of the 
Midonians, and, in Hebrew, Aflitaroth (E). 5)ome‘*wdll 
have it, flie was fo calkil, bccaiifc Ihe was reprefented in 
the form of a fhcep. But this is rejeclcd as a groundlefs 
notion. She w'as certainly reprefented like Ifis, with 


hi Cnrinth, vih. 5. y picfvch. d R. Kimcli. apud 

Selden de Dns S3T. Syntng. ii. cap, a, 


one of Cronus’s wives in Snn- 
choniathi). 4. Plutarch makes 
Typhnn a contemporary with 
Cronus and his children ; fo 
doth Sanchoniatho.” When 
the whole is weighed on each 
fide, it mud be' allowed, that 
the ancient mythology of both 
was derived from the fiime 
fource. 

(C) This Is a farther proof 
with iis, that all the Baals of 
the Phoenicians were ijr3t in- 
tended for the fun. We here 
fee one denominated from the 
fea, a lord of the Tea, as well 
as a lord of heaven; which 
feems to dijlingmlli them into 
tw'o very difierenc deities. We 
cannot help thinking, that they 
had different genealogies for, 
and trudi tions of, all their Baals! 


(D) This .arofe from the 
Hebrews knowing no didiuc- 
tion of fex in the' gods. 

(E) Affitaroth, which figni- 
fies fiocki of Jhoc;> or ^oats. 
It is conjectured that men, in 
ancient times, being chiefly 
addiiHcd to a pafloral life, and 
delighting chiefly in that em- 
ployment, drew their favourite 
Ihnilies of beauty from thence. 
Ehis IS luppoled to hu\ e been 
the reafun w'hy Alhtaroih, or 
Allaric, was fo called. It wars 
firfl: flarted by bifhnp C’ umber- 
land that her firfl name was 
Naamah. He tells us, that 
he could not think of Plu- 
tarch’s Nemaniis, Cronus’s 
wife, but Naamah came into 
his mind. 


cows 
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cows horns on her head (F), and for the fame reafnn, 
that is, to reprefent the moon’s increafe and dccreafe ; 
for file was undoubtedly confccratcd into that planet, 
ancl adored under the ityle of (^cen of Heaven. She 
was alfo the Plnx^nician Aphrodite, or Venus (G). 

As there w'cr? many Baals, fo alfo there were divers Af- 
tartes. She went under diif'erent names, and was douhtlels 
very varioufly reprefented (H). She is faid to have confe- 

erated 


(F) Aflartc, we arc told, 

put on a as the 

jnark (d her iovereij^nry ; but 
Alercury claps on a bull’s or 
ox’s head upon Jfis, to fuppiy 
the place ot her diadem, v. hich 
the enraged Oius had turn oif. 
We may I'ee, by both thel'e 
flories, that the ox’s head was 
eUeemed an enlij;n of fupreme 
dignity ; and that Alhtrte and 
Ills were names fur oitcperfon. 
hochart obferves, that the 
word Aflitaroih may be ex- 
tended to herds in general, 
and is not confined to fmaller 
cattle only and infinuates, 
that file may be the Grecian 
Jo, turned into a cow. 

(G) Cicero, in his dircourfe 
De Nat. Deoj , enumerating 
the feveial Venufes; The 
fourth,” fays he, “ wa^ a Sy- 
rian of Tyre, called Allarte, 
who, as the tradition goes, 
married Adonis.” That fhe 
was a Venus, we underhand 
Irom feveral otlier writers ; 
but, fur the jii efenr, fiial I con- 
tent ouiIelvL, with tliia one 
very plain CLlliiiiou) ; upon 
winch we hc^j- leave to aui- 
nvid%eit a liLile, Liecru places 
her the tourrh in older, which, 
we aj)preheiid, he due;., as 
luppoling the rhiec that pie- 
cede her in his account to be 
older than Ihe. Again, flie 
merries Adonis, who is uni- 


vcrfally allowed to be an Af- 
lyriaii by deice nr. What a’-* 
wc lu coiiciuJe trom henre 
Why, ir feems aouaient e- 
nougli, tl’.at tlic fuperlhtioii in 
lioivjur f)t Adonis was iniro- 
diiced by the Aliyrians, when 
they corapiered BhcLuiicc ; and 
tlia. Afun te was his contein- 
])orary. Sir Ifaac Newton, in 
his Chronolugy of Ancient 
Kingdoms amended, leckuns 
that the Baalim and Alina ’ 
roth came originally trom the- 
banks ot the Tigris, whence 
tliey migrated into Ihhcrnicc. 
Hence he derives all the fuper- 
ftitioii and idolatry of rhe Phoe- 
nicians and Syrians: “'fhe 
Tyrian, S\tiaii, and AlTyrian 
Eel us,” lays he, “ were all 
one.” It ivc might be allow- 
ed to declare our fentlments on 
this head, wc could add, that 
the gre.ited part of what wc 
know ot the I’hcrnician reli- 
gion ia of Ally nan origin ; and 
that it was impofed on them 
togetltcr with the Alfyrian 
yoke. 

(H) We cannot doubt but 
ihe was pictured ns v.iiioully 
as the churadters file bore, and 
the attributes bellowed on her, 
renLiiied. She was pictured 
with arms, as the goddefs of 
war. In her temple on Mount 
Libaiius, tvliere we was mourn- 
ing her iofi Adonis, her head 
was 
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crated Tyre, by depofitin^ a fallen flar in the place ® (I). 
\Vc have little or iiothini]^ to fay of their Apollo (K), 
He is taiccn for the Phut ol Mofes, and Put, whence the 
Pyihiiis^ of the (ireeks, Herculcb or Melcartus (L) was 
the gi cat and ancient ^i;od of 'i'yre. Idicy anciently repre- 
fenlcd him in no form. TIis temple had no images in it, 
an iiiKlcniahle proof of his ^reat antiquity. However, 
they devialcil afterwards from this laudable cullom, as 
will appear wlicn we come to the reign of king Hiram. 
Among their gods we may alfo place Adonis, Thaminiiz, 
or Ofiris (M) j nor mull we forget the Patseci (N) they 


c Suui. at Vocem 'Ara’fTn, 
i. rap. 3, Lu!. 11. 

uas muffled up in a veil; her 
left -hand, which was under 
her nianrlc, fiipj>oricd her 
hcrid ; and hiinds of rears 
Itrcaincd down her checks. It 
mull have been an .'\llaitc that 
Lucian law crowned with a 
tower, and with a filirum in 
her hand, fu])porfed by lions j 
but wc cannot difeover from 
him in what temple, or where, 
he law this idol. Jt cannot he 
the Syrian goddefs, as he calls 
her, ot whom he gives a dif- 
icrent defcrljition. This ball 
idol rclcmblcs 111 foine particu- 
lars, cciraiii images of llis; 
bur fo trace her out through 
ail hci forms, is a talk we are 
uiKtiual to, lor want of proper 
ligins, 

( 1 ) Ifcncc it was, we fup- 
polc, liiat llic was wailhipped 
■■lb a liar ; and hence the 110- 
lurn ol the liar, o,- globe of 
hght, which, at certain times, 
darted dnwn from the top of 
Mount Lilvanus near her 
temple at Aphac, and plunged 
It for into ihc l iver Adonis be- 
low, and was thought to be 

VCIUIS. 

(K) We only know, that he 
was in great repute among 


carried 

^ VideBochart Geogr. Sacr. lib. 

them ; and that the Tyrians, 
when helicged by Alexander, 
were fo much afraid that he 
rtioLild leave them, and go over 
to the enemy, that they chain- 
ed him with golden chains to 
the altar of Hercules. 

(L) St) called from fiielcc- 
i'art/>a, the kin^ of the city^ 
which JSochart fiippofes to be 
Pyre. ^Slr Ifaac Newton re- 
jects this notion, and rather 
derives his name trom his hav- 
ing been the founder, or go- 
vernor, or prince of the city 
of Cartcia in Spain, Hefy- 
chlus fays, that the Hamatlui- 
hans called Hercules by the 
name of Malic. Pliny calls 
him, corruptly, Midacrltus. 
Pie was a great navigator, and 
the firff that hrought lead trom 
the Cafiiterides, or illands of 
Britain. Acemdingto others, 
he invented the art of dying 
pLir[)lc, trom feeing by acci- 
dent a dog’s mouth ftained by 
the juice ot the murex. 

(M) They were certainly 
but one, nr meant the lame ub- 
jcft. AViicnce the people of 
/^muthus, an ancient city of 
Lyprus, tormed their Adono- 
firis, which is a compound of 

both 
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carried about in the prows of their flilps 5. Orhc-r dcT- 
ties they hat^, whieh we know nothing of. I'he Cabiri 
will have their turn in the Grecian mythology. 

Ecelfamen we underftand to have been, in an efpecial 
manner, the fiin himfelf ; and to him they aildrcflbd 
themfelves with their arms ftretched out. What elfc was 
praftifed, when they made their addre/Tes to the fun onlv, 
we no where find. ' 

Baal had his prophets, and his priefts, in great num- 
bers. We read of four hundred and fifty of them, fed at 
Jezebel’s table only. They were wont to offer burnt-of- 
ferings and facrifices to this god, and to dariee about the 
altar, with violent gulHculations. Having worked them- 
felves to a pitch of phrenly, by this exercife, and a violent 
ftraining of their voices, they began to cut their bodies 
with knives and lancets ; then they pretended to prophecy, 
or, rather, raved, as if pofT'eflbd bv Ibme invifible powe^^ 
Nor need we wonder at this extravag nice, confuiering 
their more barbarous cuflom, in earlier days, of facrilicing 
even fuch perfons as were moil dear to them, to appea'e 
or reconcile their falfe gods, when they laboured uiuler 
any public calamities. This inhuman pracfice is chargetl 
home upon them, not only by the teftinu.iyof others h 
but by their own confefTion, and they had it in common 
Mnth the Egyptians. But it was diVcontinued here, ai 


s Herodot. lib. iii, cap, 37, Vide Patrick in loc. i Por- 
pliyr. TTSft lib. ii. feet. 515, &c. 


both the name?, Adonis and 
Ofiris ; fur the PhLEiiicians 
and Egyptians laid ecjual claim 
to him under diffeicnt appel- 
lations, though he was eei- 
talnly an Egyptian. So then 
the beautltiil Adonis, begot- 
ten by C'.nyr.is an Aifyiiaii, 
i? in leality the Egyptian Oh- 
ns. 'Idle eei eiiiunit'j per- 
form rJ in diLir honour weie 
almoli the fune. Both the na- 
tions in this eafe meant no 
ocher than the fun ; concern- 
ing whole appio.ach and de- 
parture they trained ftiLdi tables 
might bedt take with the 
people. Tlie mouth ui June 


was the fealon when all this 
lupeiltirlon was tranlacfeJ both 
by the Plurnicians and Egyp- 
tians. Vide Mardi. Can. 
Chion. fee. i, 

(N) d'hey were fmall llatues. 
Herodotus compares them to 
piuiijic.. HelyLdiius and Sui- 
das will h i', e them to have 
been placed in the poops of the 
fhips. Idle farnion w'as, no 
doubt, changed in the great 
length of time between them 
and Herodotus. d hey were 
the tutelar gods of fea-faring 
men, and can led about f.or 
protection from difafters of th« 
lea. Sec Scldea de Diis Syr, 
well 


Ta!feris 6 aa Public 


Thfir 

/ t ;,"/?/, rr. 
unions ruf- 
i'jms, C^L, 
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well as in Egypt, pretty early, at what time, and upon 
what motives, sve cannot explain. 

M.iny priellb, or prophets, attended alfo on AflaitCr 
Our veifion calls them prophets of the groves hut 
Mr. Srlden has proved, hy comparing many pallages of 
8eriplnre together, that they were the p-iefts of Allartc ; 
ami fome, who know not how to eontcll this interpreta- 
tion, helitve that goddefs was worihipped in a grove, 
whicli coni.tAurc is very likely ; fuch places being, for 
the moil: part, accounted facred, in the hrft times. 
Tlicie is ju) room to d.ouht but fhc was furved with much 
form, pomp, aiui myflciy ; and women, particularly, are 
f.iid to h;.ve hccii Linployed to M’eavo hangings or taher- 
iiaelcs for her AVhen Ihe v as adored as the Q^cen of 
hleaven, or the moon itfelf, they ed'ered up cakes to her, 
which ere prepared for that fervice with great cere- 
mony: ‘‘the cli'ildren gaihcred the wood, and the fa- 
thers kiiullul the flic, and the \\annen kneaded the dough, 
to make cakes ft^r the of Heax uii'".” '^ihey alfo 

burnt ineenfe, .nnl pouyod nut drink-oile rings to her. 
Job fays", ‘‘ If 1 beheld the fun v. iten it Ihincd, or the 
moon y aJking in brightnefs, and my heart hath been fe- 
cretly enticed, or my mouth hath kifl'ed my hand, this 
alfo weic an iniquity to be punilhed by the judges.” At 
Byblus fhe had a temple like that of the Venus of Adonis'^. 
iSuch women as would not conform to the cuftom of 
fluiving their heads, at the annual time of lamenting 
Adonis, were there bound to proflitute their botlics, one 
entire day, foi hire ; and the money thus earned, was 
prefented to the goddef^P. Her temple at Apbac, on 
Mount Lihanus, was a perfect fink of lc\^ chiefs. The 
moli: flianieful commerce between the fexes was allowed, 
within ihofe profane walls •, praclifcd, as fume conjec- 
ture, becaule, in this place, Venus firll rulhed into the 
arms of Adonis ; or, as others f;iy, beeaufe this was 
eitlier the hiil, or the kill p!..ce, where they enjoyed each 
other. Other temples flic doubtlels had, and other rites, 
V/hich it were in vain for us to attempt cither to tlif- 
tinguiflT, or enumerate ; but her principal temple feems 
to have been that at Tyre built by llliam. 

After what manner they vrurfliipped their Apollo, is 
uijcertain \ bat to their Hercules they are faid to have 

2 Kings, xxiii. 7. ni Jerein. vli, il, " Job. xxxi. 

x6, 27,3.8, » Lucian dc liea Syr, r Idem ibid. 
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paid particular honour. His rites were performed with 
great folemnity ; the afliftants were all clad in Egyptian 
linen. They offered incenfe to him in loofe flowing gar- 
ments : the prieflly veft was adorned with broad Itripes 
of purple; their feet were bare, their heads fliaven ; they 
were pure from spny pollution, contraffed from the other 
fex ; and the fire of the altar never went out. Women 
were not allowed to enter the temple, and fwine were 
carefully kept from approaching it ^ ; fuch were the cere- 
monies ufed, and eultoms obferved, in the worfhip of the 
Tyrian Hercules. 

Adonis, Ofiris, Adonofiris, orThammuz (for all thefe 
names centered in one objecT), was the fon of Cinyras, an 
Aflyjian, 'W'ho founded the city of Paphos in the illand of 
Cyprus ^ Some fay, his name was Gingris, or Gingras % 
among the Phoenicians ; but whatever that might be, it 
is agreed, he was a molt beautiful youth. It is reported 
that Venus was enamoured of him from his infancy, and 
committed the care of his education to Proferpine ; who, 
when the other came to demand him of her, refufed to 
deliver him hcncc a difpute arofe between them, which 
was decided by Jupiter, who decreed, that the youth 
fhould be one third of the year with Proferpine, another 
third with Venus, and the laff third be at his own difpo- 
fal : that, in confequence of this decree, Adonis, capti- 
vated by the charms of Venus, fpent two thirds of his 
time with her; and Diana taking offence, fent a wild 
boar to put an end to his life. Others ^ allirm, that 
Adonis was the offspring of an incefLiious embrace ; be- 
got by his father Cinyras on his own daughter Myrrha ; 
tliat, to hide the guilt of this unlawful commerce, from 
the eyes of the world, he was expofed on the mountains, 
where he was nurfed by the nymphs, and became ? great 
fportiman ; that Venus fell in love with him, and ad- 
mitted him to her embraces ; that Mars, conceiving a 
violent jeuloiify, turned himfelf into a wild boar, and 
flew the beauteous youth ; that VTnus, being unfpeakably 
t^rieved at his death, followed him to the fliades ; that 
Proferpine, at firft, refufing to deliver him, was, at 
eiigth, brought tej this agreement, that he fhould be half 
he year with her, and half the year with Venus ; who 
returned, with joy, to the earth, acquainting her fol- 

^ Siliui lialicus, lib, iii. = ApoUod. Biblioth.* 

Jul.rol. lib.ii, tapi 4, lib.iv. cap. 14* s Apcliod. Bibliotlu 

Cyril, in If. 

VoL. II. 
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lowers with the fuccefs of her defeent, and ordained 3 
feftival to be celebrated in commemoration thereof. Who- 
ever compares this fable with what is related of Ifis and 
Ofiris, will find it to be the very fame ftory, in a differ- 
ent drWs. In coiifequence of this myfterious tradition, 
there was an annual mourning among the women at 
Byblus, efpecially, for the death of Adonis ; which was 
fucceeded by expreflions of joy, equall/ extravagant, for 
his recovery. 

The Jewifh 'writers have among them another ftory con- 
cerning the origin of the rites of Thammuz, or Adonis. 
Maimoiiides*" relates, that the ancient Zabii held Thammuz 
to have been an idolatrous prophet, who, preaching to a 
certain king the do£lrine of worfhipping the feven planets^ 
and the twelve figns, the king ordered him to be put to a 
cruel death ; that, oh the very night of his death, all the 
idols, from the uttermoft parts of the earth, met toge- 
ther in the temple of the golden ftatue, or the fun, at 
Babylon 5 where being 'acquainted with the tragical end 
of Thammuz, jthey wept and lamented all night; and, as 
foon as morn appeared, flew back to their refpetlive 
places. “ Hence/’ fays he, “ was derived the cuftom 
of mourning over Thammuz.^’ Finally, it is faid, he was 
the fon of an heathen king, whofe image the jewifh wo- 
men adored Vvdth fliedding tears, and offering facrifices h 
AVhoever he was, the fuperftition of mourning over 
him was univerfally praiffifed by the women in thofc 
parts. They began their lamentations as foon as they per- 
ceived the river Adonis of a bloody hue'". They then 
proceeded to their facrifices, having firft difeiplined 
themfelves with fcourging. Next day, pretending he had 
rifen, and afeended through the air to the upper regions, 
they flitivcJ their heads, as the Egyptians did for the lofs 
of Apis ; and, at Byblus, at leali:, thofe who would not 
.comply, were bound to proflitute themfelves in the man- 
ner, and for the purpofes above fpecified. Some writers 
relate ", that, on a certain night, while the folcmiiity lafled, 
they laid an image in a bed, and, having lamented over 
it all night long, were anointed in ipe mouth by the 
prieft, who whifpered to each, that fd^tion was come j 
that deliverance was brought to pafs ;J®on which, their 
forrow was turned into joy, and the Jiage taken, as it 

' fc In More nevodiim. - i Philaft. Seld, de Diis Syr. 

Syntagm. ii, cap. n. m Lucian. deDba Syr, " Jul. 

Firm, apud Furch. Pilgr, lib. i, cap, 17. 
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•wetG, out of its .fepulchre. Others fay, the prlefls of 
Ofiris, in Egypt, wrote to the wonfien of Byblus, figni- 
fying that they had found the god. They fent thiS' letter 
in an earthen pot, or in a fmall ark, made of the papyrus, 
which came by /ca, of itfelf, to Byblus. This voyage it 
performed in fcven days ; and it no fooner appeared in the 
port, than the women danced, feafted,' and rejoiced, as 
extravagantly as they had before wept, jnourned, and la-^ 
mented This cuftom has made fo lafting an impref- 
fion on the women of thofe parts, that fome traces of it 
are kept up by the inhabitants of Aleppo to this day p. 

There are different ways of explaining this myftery. 
Adonis was the fun j the upper hcmifphere of the earth, 
w^as anciently called Venus j the under, Proferpine ; 
therefore, when the fun was in the fix inferior figns, they 
faid he was with Proferpine *, when he was in the fix fu- 
perior, he was fuppofed to refide with Venus. By the 
boar which flew Adonis, they underftood Winter ; for the 
boar they made, and not unaptly, the emblem of that 
rigid fcafon Or by Adonis they meant the fruits of the 
earth ; which arc, for one while, buried, but, at length, 
appear flourifliing to the fight. When, therefore, the 
feed was thrown into the ground, they faid Adpnis was 
gone to Proferpine ; but when it fprouted up, they pre- 
tended, he had revifited the light, and Venus. Hence, 
probably, it was, that they fowled corn, and made gar- 
dens for Adonis ; for fuch a cuftom they alfo had ^ Wc 
may well fuppofe, there was no fmall variation among 
thofe who received this piece of fupcrftitlon, when they 
talked of what it meant, and why it was praftifed. Fi- 
nally, Plutarch takes Adonis to be Bacchus : Ofiris was 
both the Sun and Adonis. It was alfo faid, that Ofiris 
was buried at Byblus. The word Adonis imports lord^ 
and fo docs the word Baal. 

Plutarch alfo informs us"" that Ifis had. a temple at 
Byblus, where they worftiipped the heath which had con- 
cealed Ofiris's coffiru This Byblian Ifis muft certainly 
have been Aftarte\ fo that we end with the Baalim and 
Aftaroth as we l^le begun. 

Herodotus fuS^fes* the Phoenicians to have been 
dreumcifedi buf Jofephus aflerts*' that none of the 

® Procop. & Cyril. ^ p Seller’s Hiftory of Palmyrai Preface, 
1 Macrob. Saturn, lib* i. cap. 21. Vide Vofi deldololatr. 

lib.ii.cap. 5. p. * De Ifid, & Ofiride. « Lib. m cap. 104. 

• Contra Apion. lib, L 
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natloms^ included under the vague name of Paleftine and 
Syria, ufed that rite, the Jews excepted; fo that if the 
Piicenicrans had anciently that cuftom, they came in time 
to negTe£i: it, and at length wholly laid it afide. They 
abftained from the flefli of fwineh 

Much is faid of their arts, fcienccsj ari^ manufaClures ; 
but as what we find concerning them is couched in general 
terms only, we cannot defcant on particulars. The Si- 
donians, under which denomination we comprehend the 
Phoenicians in general, were of a moft happy genius : 
arithmetic and aftronomy either took rife among them ^ 
or were brought by them to great perfefllon : from them 
thofe excellent fciences flowed *into Greece S together 
with their letters'". They were, from the beginning, 
addifted to philofophical exercifes of the mind ; info- 
much that a Sidonian, by name Mofehus, taught the 
dodlrine of atoms before tht: Trojan war" : and Abome- 
nus of Tyre ° puzzled Solomon by the fubtlety of his quef- 
tions. Phoenice continued to be one of the feats of Jearn- 
ning, and both Tyre and Sidon p produced their philofo- 
phers of later ages ; namely^ Bocthus and Diodatus of 
Sidon, Antipaier of Tyre, and Apollonius of the fame 
place; who gave an account of the writings and difciples 
of .Zeno. 

Their language was a diale£l of the Hebrew ; the 
fame ^ith that of the ancient Canaanites. Their letters, 
or chara£lers, were either the fame with, or very like to- 
thofe of the Samaritans. 

The glafs of Sidon, the purple of Tyre, and the ex- 
ceeding fine linen they wove, were the product of their 
own country, and their own invention : and for their 
extraordinary Ikili in working metals, in hewing timber 
and ftone, iu a word, for their perfect knowlege of what 
ivas fohd, great, ;uid ornamental, .in architecture, we 
need only put the reader in mind of ,the large lhare they 
had in eredliiig and decorating the temple at Jerufldem 
under tlieir king Hiram. Their fame for tafte, defign, 
and ingenious invention, was fuch, that whatever was 
elegant, great, pr pleafing, whether jn .apparel, vefitls, 
or toys, was diftinguiiiied byway of C 3 t<iilkiice,,vvith the 
epithet of Sidonian ‘i. 


T, ’^Strabo, Ub. xvi. p. 757. 1 Idem 

Ibid, col. 303. m Herodotus, lib. v. cap. 58. n poflidoiiius, 
•pud Strab. Menand. & Dius apud jofeph. Ub. viii. cap. 

», ^contra Apian, PStrabo, ubi fupn. ^ Vide 

Bocliart, Plialeg. hb. iv, cup, 3^, col, 303! 
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artificers, imprpvlng'^'thlmfdtes'^^nd learned men and Their ir^i 
minds fedateJv at home ft ' their orj «avi. 

in foreign parts As ""c** 

..srrfc'd A “ I'-- 

many apes, no rivals Tn rvi a.- t . ' 

themfelfes frm2‘ that i”/ 

was little more "ban ’the filn f ""? habitation 

tibanus and the fea k is ^.r 

ancient nf rh r ’ "'hom we have confidered as the moft 
trade with th^mlm XrJ Tegw'tnfwe f""* 
fon to depart from this conjedure For the^r n ' ' 

tontwasbutfmall, and little able to afford anv iT' 

s!l?==ss*ig 

from the Eaft™^Th'^^'’'h^ “ieful commodities brought 

"re"in"Trr‘'‘S’ f 

application, foon eSpftTtheir mate i^’^that , 

the Phoenicians came from the Red Sea : their oriirin wr- 

humbers ’ Y„ u as difficult to afeertain their 
hnSegeo/the R^'f*^ » 

ot the Red Sea, and of thefouth part^j of Anihia, 

^ 3 Egypt. 
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Egypt, and Ethiopia; and by their Information made the 
Phoenicians acquainted with thofe coafts ; by which means 
they were enabled to undertake voyages to thofe parts, 
for Solomon, and Pharoah Necho, king of Egypt. 

Their whole thoughts were employed on feffemes to 
advance their commerce. They affedted no empire but 
that of the fea ; and feemed to aim at nothing but the 
peaceable enjoyment of their trade, This they extended 
to all the known parts they could reach ; to the Britifli 
ifles, commonly nnderftood by the Cafliterides ; to Spain, 
and other places in the ocean, both within and without 
the Streights of Gibraltar ; and, in general, to all the 
ports of the Mediterranean, the Black Sea, and the 
lake M^eotis ^ In all thefe parts they had fettlements 
and correfpondents, from which they drew what was 
ufeful tp themfelves, or might be fo to others ; and thus 
they exercifed the three great branches of trade, as it is 
commonly divided into importation, exportation, and 
tranfportation, in full latitude. Such was their fea-trade ; 
and for that which they carried on by land in Syria, Me- 
fopotamia, AlTyria, Babylonia, Perfia, Arabia, and even 
in India, it was of no lefs extent, and may give us an 
idea of what this people once was, how rich, and how 
defervedly their merchants arc mentioned in Scripture as 
equal to princes *. Their country was, at that time, the 
great M^arehoufe, where every thing, that might either 
adminifler to the neceflities or luxury of mankind, was to 
be found; which they diftributed as they judged would 
be heft for their own intereft. Their own commodities 
were, the purple of Tyre, the glafs of Sidon, and the 
exceeding fine linen made in this country : thefe, and 
other curious pieces of art, in metals and wood, feem to 
have been the chief, arfd almoft only commodities of 
Phoenice itfelf. Their territory was fo finally that it is 
not to be imagined they could afford to export any of 
their own growth ; it is more likely that they rather 
wanted, than abounded -with, the fruits of the earth. 

Having thu^s fpoken, in general terms, of thoir trade, 
'we fliall now touch upon their fliipping, and fome things 
remarkable in their navigation. Their larger embarka- 
tions were of two forts; they divided them into round 
gauli ; and long fhips, gallies, or triremes S 
When they drew up in line of battle, the gauli were dif- 


r Vid. Huet. Hift de Com. & delaNavig. des Anc. p. cB. 
J 3 . x?un. i, t Vide 3 o?hart. (^anaan, lib, n. cap. ii. col. 739. 
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pofed at a fmall diftance from each other in the wings, or 
in the van and the rear; their triremes were contrafted 
together in the center If, at any time, they obferved 
that a ftranger kept them company in their voyage, or 
followed in their track, they were fure to gel rid of him, 
if they could, or^eceive him, if polBble *, in which policy 
they went fo far, as to venture the lofs of their fliips, and 
even their lives* ; fo jealous were they of foreigners, and 
fo tenaciouily bent on keeping the^whole trade to them- 
felves. In order to difeourage other nations from engag- 
ing in commerce, they praftifed piracy 5^, or pretended 
to be at war with fuch as they met when they thought 
themfelves ftrongeft. This was but a natural ftroke of 
policy in people who grafped at the whole commerce of 
the then known world. We muft not forget here the 
famous fifliery of Tyre, which fo remarkably enriched 
that city, in particular. The fifli they fought after were 
thofe that afforded purple, the richeft dye in the world ; 
they were always careful to take them alive. An ancient 
author attributes the diffolutenefs of Tyre to the number * 
of the dyers there eftabliflied} from whence we may 
gather they were a rich and numerous body of people, 
proud and extravligant, vain and debauched. This fifh 
is now either loft (X), or unknown to the pref^nt natives 
of the country. 

We might here fpeak of the Phoenician voyages in the 
fervice of Solomon, had we not a more proper place in 
view to expatiate on that fubje£h The long voyage feme 
of them undertook in the fervice of Necho, king of Egypt, 
round Africa, failing out of the Red Sea, and returning 
by the way of the Streights mouth, ought not to be palfed 
over j a voyage in which they employed three years. 


“ foly.'cn. lib. vi. x Strabo, lib. iii. p. i^S* x Huet. 

uhi fupra, chap. xvi. p. jn. 


(X) Wc are affured, by an 
:ye-witnefs, who is too modeft 
:□ allow us the ufeof his name, 
hat they have a kind of fifh on 
he rocks, on the coaft, a little 
o the weflward of Panama, 
nth which the Indians dye a 


red purple; that they carry 
their yarn down to the fea-fide, 
and bring it back dyed ; and 
th«it their hands are always 
difcolourcd, like thofe of our 
dyers. 
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Hiftory of the Phijenidaifs, 

S E C T. m. 

The Chronology of the Phcenkians. 

I T were labour in vain to dwell on ftiis fubjcfl:. In 
general we may obferve, that the hiftory of the Phoe- 
nicians is no other than a continuation of that of Canaan. 
Their particular epochs it is impoflible to difeover. Their 
records, once fo faithfully kept^, are now no more. We 
will not, therefore, enter, profefledly, upon fo dark a 
matter ; but lliall content ourfelves with touching there^ 
on occafionally hereafter. It is obferved *, that they 
boafted an exceftive antiquity, of no lefs than thirty thour 
fand years. To adhere to the method we have laid down, 
we ftiall fubjoin a feries of the kings of the different king^ 
doms of this country, fo far as we can colledl them. 

Kings of Sidon. 

* * * # 

-Agenor. 

Phoenix. 

Fhalis. 

# * # * 

An anonymous king, 

# * * # 

Sidon. 

Tetramneftus. 

^ 

Tennes. 

Strato. 

Ballonymus, Abdalominus, Abdolomi- 
us, or Alynomus. 

Reigned 

Kings and Judges According to Menand. According to Then- 
of Tyre. Epbef. phil. Antioch. 

# * * # ^ 

Abibal, or Abeimal, 
llieiam, Hierom, Hie- 
romen, Irom, Chiram, 

Or Suron, 

Baleaftartus, or Razor, 7 years - 1 7 years. 

Abdaftartus, - ^ ^ 

t Vide Jofeph. ront. Ap. lib. i. . African, apud Sync.l. 

Tho 
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Reigned 

Kings and judges According to Menand. According to Thco- 
ofTyre. Eplief. phil. Antioch. 

The eldeft of the 
murderers of Ab- 
daftai;tusj ^ 

Aftartus, - - 12 


Aftarimus, or Atha- 7 





rymus, J 

9 




Phelles, or Hclles, 


8 months 

. 

- 

Ethbal, Ithobal, orl 





Juthobal, - J 

32 


12 

years 

Badezor, or Bazor, 

6 

- 

7 

- 

Badezor’s fon, 





Mettinus, 

9 

. 

29 

.. 

Pigmalion, 

40 

- 


- 

* * . # # 





Elulaeus, 

36 


- 

- 

* # # * ■ 





Ithobal, 





Baal, - - - 

10 

• 



^Echnibal, . - 


2 months 



^ Chelbis, | - 

10 

- 

- 


s J Abbar, the high 7 





•§ 1 prieft, ] 

3 




Myttonus and 1 

A 

* ^ 



w Geraftus, J 

u 




Balator, 

1 

• 

. 


Merbal, 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Trom, T - 

20 

- 

- 

- ■ 


II Maflen, 

11 Strato, 

# # * # 

Azelmic, 

* # * # 

Marion. 

The Kings of Arad, or Aradus. 

* # ■* # 

Arbal, 

Narb'al, 

# * # #1 
Geroilratus. 

We need only refer the reader to the very unaccountable 
differenoe between Menander the Ephefian, and Theo- 
philus of Antioch, in their reigns of the Tyrian princes, 

to 
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to judge of tlie impoflibility of fixing on any thing certain 
in the chronology of even the belt and elearell times of 
the Phctnicians in general. 


SECT. IV. 


1‘he Phoenician Kings, from the ancient fabulous Hijiory 
of the Greeks, 

■n KFORE we enter upon the hiftory of the Phoenician 
kings, \vc are, in fome fhape, obliged to infert the fol- 
lowing dark and fabulous account of the family of i^genor, 
the firft king of Phoenice mentioned by the Greeks. 

4seHar. Agenor and Belus were, according to Apollodorus, 
the fens of Neptune by Libya, daughter of Epaphus, king 
of a part of Egypt. Belus reigned in Egypt, and married 
Anchinoe, daughter of Nilus, by whom he had j^vgyptus 
and Danaus. Agenor palled from Egypt into Phcenice, 
where he fettled, and became the father of a numerous 
race. He married Telephafla (Stephanus calls her Te- 
lephc), by whom he had Europa, Cadmus, Phirnix, 
Cilix, and, according to Panfanias, l^edra ", and Tha- 
fus \ Pherecides, as quoted by the fcholiaft of Apollo- 
nius, gives him two wives, one named Damno, by whom 
he had Phoenix, lEea^^ and Melia j the other called Ar- 
giope, who was mother to Cadmus and Europa. Plutarch 
mentions a fourth wife, called Diorippe, who brought 
forth Slpylus ' ; Antonius Liberalis mentions a fifth, nam- 
ed Caffiopca, who bore him a daughter, by name Carina j 
and Cedrenus takes notice of a fixth, whom he calls 
Tyrus, pretending that the city of Tyre borrowed its 
name from her. Europa (whom fome writers will have 
to be the daughter of PhcEiiix, and not of Agenor) was 
ftolcn by Jupiter, transformed into a bull, that is, in a 
Ihip named the Bull, or bearing the figure of a bull in 
her ftern 5 and carried into Crete. Agenor, being ex- 
tremely grieved for the lofe of his daughter, fent his fon 
pdmus, with a great fum of , money, in quefl: of her ; 
but he, not finding her, nor daring to return home with- 
out her, ref^olved to go and fettle clfewhere. With this 

landed m Thrace, where he had the good luck to difeover 


' Paufaiir ill Baot* 
de Fluviis, 


ti Idem in Eliac. 


Plutarch 


a gold 
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a gold mine in Mount Pangseus. Being enriched with 
that metal, and in a condition to purTue bis defign, he 
was advifcd by the oracle of Delphi to leave Thrace, and 
pafs into Bocotia. There, having expelled the Hyantes, 
who oppofed him, and allowed the Aones, who volun- 
tarily fubmitted^to live in the country mixed with his 
Phcenicians, he founded a new kingdom, and built a 
city ; which, in derivation from his owm name, he called 
Cadmea. This was afterwards embellifhcd and enlarged 
by Amphion and Zethus, the two fons of Antiope (for 
they invaded the throne, during the minority of Laius, 
the ion of Labdacus, Cadmus’s grand-fon), and by them 
called I’hebes, in hciiour of "Ihebe their aunt, by the 
mother’s fide (A)i 

Ifxa 


f Paufan. in Bceot, 


(A). We find fucli a difagree- 
ment arhong authora, in the 
accounts they give of Agenor, 
and his delcendtnts, that it 
is impollible to alcertaln the 
truth. It is genei'Jilly agreed, 
however, that Agenor was by 
birth ail Egyptian ; that from 
Egypt he pafied into Phccnice, 
where he fettled,^ and became 
the lather of a numerous race; 
that he was the firll king of 
Phocnice, and founder of the 
cities of Sidon and Tyre. But 
in the fuccelliun of the kings, 
feme of the Latins place Bclus 
the elder before him ; and 
molt of the moderns, upon the 
authority of Jofephus, make 
Sidon, rhe elded fon of Ca- 
naan, founder of the city of 
Sidon. The fame author tells 
us, that Tyre was founded 
two hundred and forty years 
before the building of Solo- 
mon’s temple : from whence 
it is plain, that thefe two cities 
were not built by one and the 
fame perfon. Tyre was, with- 
out doubt, a colony of the 
Sidonlans, it b^ing called in 


Scripture, the daughter of Si- 
don. And Juftin tells us in 
vCxprefs terms, that the city of 
Tyre was built before the tak- 
ing of froy, by the iaidonians, 
who, being driven out of their 
own country by the king of the 
Afcalonians, were forced to 
feek a new habitation. Moft 
of the ancients allow, that Eu- 
ropa, Cadmus, Phoenix and 
Cilix, were the children of 
Agenor; and that with them, 
a great many Phoenicians and 
Syrians migrated into Aha Mi- 
nor, Crete, Greece, and Li- 
bya ; and there introduced 
letters, mufic, poetry, and 
other arts, feienees, and ciil- 
toms of the Phoenicians, It 
is pretended, that Europa be- 
ing carried away by '1 aunis 
king of Cr^te, Agenorfent her 
brother in quell qf her ; who, 
on that occalion, as they were 
enjoined not to return without 
her, founded feveral . Phoeni- 
cian colonics ill Alia Minor, 
Greece, and Libya. Bur Sir 
Ifaac Newton is of opinion, 
that thofe Phoenicians went not 
to 
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Ifaa and Melia, Agenor’s hum daughters^ married 
^gyptus and Danaus, their coufins german. L'ilix is 
faid, by Apollodnrus, to have fettled in Cilicia, and given 
bis name to that country The fame author adds, that 
Thafus built the city of Thafos in Thrace ; a fadl: which 
is confirmed by Paufanias*. All we kr.ow of Eleflra is 
that one of the gates of Thebes borrowed its name from 
her. Of Sipylus we read in Plutarch >, that Mount Si- 
pylus was fo called from him. We fhall have occafion to 
relate more at length, what we read of Cadmus in the an- 
cient Greek writers, when we come to write the hiftory 
of the Thehan kings. ^ 

I hocnix is fuppofed by the Greeks to have fucceeded 
his father in the kingdom of Phoenice, or rather of Sidon • 
which city, as likewife that of Tyre, they pretend to have 
been built by V^enor ; wherein they are followed, amon? 
the Latins, by (^Curtius That country, according to 
them, borrowing its name from Pheenix, was called 
Pliccnice, and the inhabitants, Phoenicians. Eufebius 
adds that he was the lirft who found the fcarlet colour, 
which was therefore called at firft Phcenicius, and after- 
wards, with a fmall alteration, Puniceu^ color. 

The next king of Sidon we meet with in hiftory is 
Phahs, who flouriflied in the time of the Troian war. 

..rm Greeks, and ufed his 

utmoft endeavours, though in vain, to draw Sarpedoii. 
^ng of Lycia, over to their fide He is mentioned b^ 
li^er, and honoured with the title of moft illuftrious ". 

hefe are the kings of Sidon we find mentioned in the 
ancient Greek writers ; but, as their accounts are no ways 

ipart Idl wc n,"'’ m V'"' 

' ""'■'•HfFlu.ii., 

* D'ftys, lib.i, . Ody^; 'Przp.Evang. I,b. i. csp. j. 
of^'tw^Zlemel'" T® '^hom David had 

out of Sidon ’ by S 
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SECT. V. 

^he Reigns of the Kings of Phcenit e, 

■ 

pHCENICE was divided into feveral fmall kingdoms ; 

^ for, befides the kings of Sidon and Tyre, mentioned 
in Scripture, we read in hiftory of Elbafus king of Be- 
rytus, to whom Sanchoniatho, according to Eufebius 
dedicated his hiftory of Erylus king of %blus^ and of 
other Phccnician monarchs whofe dominions were ge- 
nerally confined within the narrow bounds of one city, 
and its territory. Of all the kings of Phoenice, thofe of 
Sidon, Tyre, and Arad, feem to have been the moft 
powerful and wealthy, and they certainly make the moft 
important figures in hiftory : but their fucceffions, and the 
years of their refpediive reigns, are overcaft with fuch ob- 
fcurities, and interrupted with fo many chufms, that it is 
impoflible to give a regular detail of their tranfacfions. 

However, we fliall produce what otcurs in hiftory, and 
feems chiefly to be depended upon ; beginning with Sidon, 
the moft ancient city of Phoenice. 

The Kings of Sidon. 

Sidon, the eldeft fon of Canaan, was, according to sidw', 
Jofephus, tlie founder of this city, or, atleaft, the father 
of the people. But, as to his actions, or the years of his 
reign, we are left quite in the dark. Neither are we bet- 
ter acquainted with the fovereigns who fucceeded him ; 
for, though the Sidonians are mentioned in the hiftories 
of Mofes, Jofliua, and the Judges, yet we find not Tn holy Yr, of FT. 
writ, exprefs mention made of their kings, till the time of 
the prophet Jeremiah, who fpeaks of ambalTadors fent by * 
the king of Sidon to propofe to Zedekiah a league againu — ■ 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. 

The next Sidonian monarch we find mentioned in hif- Yr. of FI, 
:ory, is Tetramneftus, who aflifted Xerxes in his expe- *867. 
lition againft Greece with three hundred galleys, and is Ante Chr, 
:ounted by Herodotus ^ among the chief commanders of 
he Perfian navy. mftus. 

Tennes appears next ; but it is uncertain whom he fuc- tennes» 
rceded. In his reign the Sidonians, and other Phoeni- 

^ Eufeb. Prsp. Evang^. lib. U cap. 6, i Arrian, lib. ii. 

Strabo, libixvi.p. 520. ^ Hcrodat. lib. yu< cap. 9S. 
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ci?ins, cXafpcraterl by the haughty behaviour, and tyran- 
nical proceedings, of thofe whom Darius Ochus king of 
Pcrfta had fet over them, entered into a confederacy with 
Nedariebiis king df Egypt, and rofe up in arms, with 
dehgn to (hake off the Perhan yoke, and^ recover their an- 
cient liberty. As the Perfians were then making vaft pre- 
parations to reclaim Egypt, which they could not well ap- 
proach but by marching through Phocnice, this revolt hap- 
pened very opportunely for Neftanebus. Therefore, to 
encourage the Phoenicians to perfift, he fent a body of 
four thoLifaiid Greek mercenaries, under the command of 
Mentor the Ilhodian, to their affiflancq^ hoping to rrjake 
Phocnice a kind of barrier to Egypt, and carry on the war 
at a diil mce. On the other fule, Tennes king of Sidon 
(which city then exceeded all the others of Prioenice in 
wealth)^ having fitted out with great expedition, a power- 
ful fleet, and raifed a confiderable army In his own domi- 
nions, took the field ; and, being ftrengthened by the 
Greek auxiliaries, engaged and routed the governors of 
Syria and Cilicia, whom Ochus had fent to reduce hiiti, 
driving the Perfians quite out of Phocnice. The Sido- 
nians, on their firft taking up arms, had laid wafte a de- 
licious garden belonging to the kings of Perfia, feized and 
burnt all the forage which the Perfian governor had laid 
up for the fubfiftcnce of his cavalry; and puniflied, with 
the utmofl; fevefity, fuch of their Perfian oppreflors as fell 
into their hands. Ochus was provoked to fuch a degree 
by thefe proceedings of the Sidonians, cfpecially after 
news was brought him of his lieutenants being defeated, 
and the Perfians driven out of Pkocnice, that now he 
breathed nothing but revenge, threatening total deftruc- 
tion not only to the Sidonians, but to all the inhabitants 
of Phocnice. Thus bent upon revenge, he afiembled all 
'his forces ; and, having muftered them at Babylon, 
marched from thence into Phocnice, at the head of an 
army of three hundred thoufand foot, 'and thirty thoufand 
horfe. Mentor, who was then in Sidon, being terrified 
at the approach of fuch a formidable enemy, fent privately 
a triiiby feryant, called ThelTalion, to the king of Perfia, 
ofFcring not only to put him in pofi'eflion of Sidon, but 
likcwife to aflift him in reducing Egypt. Ochus, glad 
of this offer, fpared no promifes to engage Mentor in his 
lervice ; who, having received fuch afl'urance from the 
king of Perfia ns he defired, found means to draw Tennes 
king^of Sidon into the fame treafon. In the mean time, 
the Sidonians, not miftrufting Mentor, and much lefs 

fufpcdling 
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fufpe£ting their own king, were preparing for a vigorous 
defence. The city was furnifhed with arms, and provi- 
Cons of all, forts, to hold out a long Cege ; and the citi- 
zens had fortified thcrnfelves with a triple trench, and an 
high wall. Befides the mercenaries, the place was gar- 
rifoned with a brave body of tall, flout Sidonians, well 
difeiplined ; and the fea-coafl was guarded with a fleet of 
an hundred large gallies. But thefe preparations were of 
no avail. Tennes no fooner heard that the Perfian army 
was drawing near, than, feigning to go to the general 
alTembly of the Phoenicians, he marched out with a body 
of five hundred men, and, taking along with him an hun- 
dred of the chief citizens to be created fenators, as he pre- 
tended, went ftrait to the enemy's camp, and delivered 
them up to Ochus, who received him as a friend ; but 
caufed all the citizens, as authors of the rebellion, to be 
immediately put to death. This feverity of Ochus, joined 
with the treachery of Tennes, (truck fuch terror into the 
Sidonians, that five hundred more of the citizens, all 
men of rank, threw themfelvesat their enemy’s feet, and 
implored his mercy. Ochus afked Tennes, whether it 
was in his power to put him in poireffioii of the city ; for 
he was unwilling to take it upon treaty, being bent on the 
utter ruin of the Sidonians, in hopes that fuch an inftance 
of feverity would induce the other Phoenicians voluntarily 
to fubmit. Tennes afluired him, he could deliver the 
city into his hands whenever he pleafed ; whereupon 
Ochus caufed the five hundred citiz^s, though they were 
come out with olive-branches in their hands, as badges of 
fubmiffion, to be fhbt with darts upon the fpot. After 
this barbarous execution, he and Tennes marched at the 
head of the Perfian army towards the city, and were ad- 
mitted without the leaft oppofiiion by Mentor, and the 
Greek mercenaries, to whom Tennes, in leaving the city, 
bad delivered up one of the gates for that purpofe. The 
Sidonians, on the approach of Ochus’s army, had defign- 
;dly burnt all their fliips, to prevent any perfon’s with- 
irawing himfeli from the defence of his country. There- 
ore, finding themfelves thus betrayed, and the enemy 
vithin the walls, without any means left them to make 
heir efcape, either by fea or land, they fhut themfelves 
ip with their wives and children in their houfes, and, 
etting fire to them, confumed themfelves, to the number 
f forty thoufand, with all their valuable efFefls. Tennes 
net with no better fate than his fubje£ls had experienced, 
or, Ochus, feeing he could do him no farther fervice. 
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and detefting in his heart the treachery of the lnah| 
caufed his throat to be cut, left he fliould out-live the 
ruin which he' himfelf had brought upon his country* 
Sidon, being at that time in a very flourifhing condition, 
a vaft quantity of gold and filver was meked down by the 
flamecj and found in the allies, which Ochus fold for 
great fums of money. The ruin and total deftruffion of 
£>idon terrified the other cities of Phocnice to fuch a de- 
gree, that they all voluntarily fubmitted to the conqueror^ 
each of them making peace with the king upon the beft 
terms they could obtain. Neither was Ochus unwilling to 
compound with them, that he might be no longer retarded 
from putting in execution the defign be had upon Egypt. 
Thus all Phocnice was again brought under the Perlian 
yoke ^ i and the prophecies of Ifaiah, Jeremiah, Eze- 
kiel, and Zerhariah, touching the deftru£fcion of Sidon, 
were fulfilled. 

Sato. After Tennes reigned Strato ; for fuch of the Sido- 
nians as, by being abfent on traffick at fca, or on other 
occafions, had efcaped the mafTacre, returning home after 
Ochus was gone back into Perfia, rebuilt the city, but 
ever afterwards bore an immortal averfion to the Perfian 
name. No wonder then, if in a few years after ^eir 
calamity, they fo readily fubmitted to Alexander, the 
Great, eagerly embracing that opportunity of fhaking off w 
the yoke they groaned under. For the Sidonians are 
counted among the firft in thofe parts who fent ambal- 
fadors to Alexander, as he marched through Phocnice, 
na make their fubmifRon. Strato it feems did not ap- 
prove of this refolutioii, but could not pr^vint it, the 
citizens being obftinately bent againft the Perfians. 
STr. of FI. For we are told that Alexander deprived him of the 
Ame^^hr becaufe he fubmitted at the mitigation of the 

. citizens, and not of his own accord®. Theppompus, as 

quoted by Athena^iis gives him the character of a moll 

lewd and voluptuous prince ; and tells us in particular, 
that in order to alTemble the women, and have theieby an 
opportunity of choofing the molt beautiful for his own 
me, he inftituted public fports, confifting ’chiefly of 
dancing and fmging, wherein fuch as excelled the others 
were amply rewarded. Mhn p fays' he died an unna- 


tv ^ Curt. lib. iv. ca)>. 

Tuftin. hb. XI. cap. lo. k Diod. Sic. lib, xvii. « Athen 

lib. XII, cap, 13, P ^Uan.Var, Hilt lib. vii, cap. z, 
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tiiral death. Of one Strato, king of Sidon, St. Jerom ^ 
relates, that, having adhered to the king of Egypt againft 
the Perfians, and finding himfelf in danger of falling into 
the hands of an enemy, from whom he had no reafon to 
expeft any favour, he refolved to prevent the impend- 
ing calamity, by* laying violent hands on himfelf j but 
fainting in the execution of his defign, his wife, who was 
prefent, fnatching, with a manly refolution, the fword 
oilt of his hand, freed him from that perplexity, by put- 
ting firft him, and then herfelf, to death, without (hew- 
ing the leaft concern. But the clrcumftances of this 
king’s death, if true, plainly fhew that he was not the 
fame perfon whom Alexander the Great (tripped of his 
dominions, on account of his attachment to the Perfian 
interelt. This Strato, king of Sidon, is alfo mentioned 
by Maximus Tyrius 

Strato was fucceeded by Ballonymus, of whofe a(rump- 
tlon to the throne we have the following account from 
Diodorus. Alexander having depofed Strato, gave He- 
phseftio power to beftow the crown of Sidon upon which 
of his friends hepleafed to promote. Hephaeftio thus au- 
thorifed, named to the royal dignity one of the chief 
citizens, in whofe houfe he then lodged, and was fplen- 
didly entertained, defiring him to accept of it as a pledge 
of his friend(hip, and an acknowlegement of the many 
favours he had received in his houfe. The citizen, not 
at all dazzled by the fight of a crown, returned the ge- 
nerous gueft a thoufand thanks ; but at the fame time 
carneftly begged he would excufe him from aifuming 
a dignity to which he had no title, as not being of the 
royal family. Hephaeftio was not a little furprifed at this 
anfwer; but finding the Sidonian in earnell, deCred he 
would name fome one of the royal race to be invefted 
with the dignity which he himfelf had refufed. He ac- 
cordingly named Ballonymus, a man of an unblemi(hed 
chara£ter, but fo poor, that he was reduced to live in a 
very obfeure condition, and to maintain himfelf with his 
daily labour. However, his poverty and mean condition 
were no obje£lion to Heph^eftio, who immediately dif- 
patched a meflTenger to him with the royal robes, and 
tidings of his elevation to the throne. The melTenger 
found him all in rags, working in a garden as ^ common 
labourer. He was adlually employed in drawilig water 

^ Hler. contra Jovian, lib. i, ' Max, T yr, Serm. av» 
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out of a when the meflcnger acquainted him with 

his elevation to the throne^ and cloathed him with the 
royal robes. He accepted without delay the new dignity, 
and proceeding with the^ meflenger towards the city, M^as 
there received by Hepheeftio with all the marks of dif- 
tiiiftion due to his charaHer. Being introduced into the 
-forum, among the joyful flioiits of the people, extremely 
plcafcd with his elcclion, he was proclaimed king of 
ASidon The fame acnirrence is related, '.with fome fmall 
variation of circumftances, by Plutarch ", Curtius and 
juRin Plutarch calls this king Alynomus ; Curtius fays 
Ids naniev'as Abdolomius; and Juftin makes it Abdalomi- 
11 u^. Plutarch allerts he was king of Paphus ; and Dio- 
dorus rcprclents both him and his predeceflbr as kings of 
'f'yre. But in tin’s particular we have abandoned him, 
to follow the current of hiflory, which places Strato and 
Ballonymus among the kings of ^Sidon. All w^e know of 
his reign is, that to the laft he proved faithful to the Ma- 
cedonians, to whom he was indebted for his crown. 
And now that we have brought the kings of Si don down 
to the conqucfl of Phoenice by the Macedonians, let us re- 
turn to the kings of Tyre. 
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Kings cf Tyre, 

Wc arc left quite in the dark as to the ferics of the 
kings who reigned at Tyre before Abibal, with whom 
Jofephus and Iheopbilus Aiitiochenus begin the fuc- 
ccfTinn they have furniftied us with from Menander the 
Lphefian, and Dius, both authors, as Jofephus calls them, 
of unquellionable cretlit. Dius, by birth a Phccnician, 
tvrnto the bilbory of Tyre, cxtraHed from the public re- 
cords, which were carefully preferved in that city. And 
Menander Lannp, led the lives and aftions of princes, both 
Greek am Ihiibanaii, as the fame Jofephus tells us, from 
public archives. 

The firft kin- of Tyre mentioned by thofe hiftorians is 
Abibal, or Abeininl, as he is named by Theophilus. 
Hub regard to Ins adlioiis, and the years of his reign, wc 
arc \t{, quite in the dark. He M-as eontempomry with 
HavnJ, and prob.ably joined with the neighbouring nations 
againfl him, fince Uavid counts the inhabitants^of Tyre 
among his enemies*. ■' 


» Diotlorus Siniliis, 1 il>. wil, 
dri. i»b. n. x Curtiu!, iib, iv. 
^ Pialm Ixxxiii. 7. 


“Plutarch de Fortune Alexan- 
» I y J ulbin, lib, , cap , 10. 
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Abibal was fucceeded by his fon Hiram, whom Theo*- Yr. of Fl, 
philus calls fometimes Hieromus, and fometimes Hiero- 1301* 
menus; Jofephus denominates him Hiram and Irom ; Ante Chr. 
Tatian and Zonaras write Chiramus. This prince main* . 
tained a clofe friendfliip with king David, to whom he 
fent ambalTadorsf probablyi to congratulate him upon his 
viftory over the Jebufites, whom he had juft then driven 
from the ftrong hold of Zion, and to conclude an alli- 
ance. He prefented him with cedar-trees, and font Ikil-* 
ful workmen to build him a palace in Jerufalem\ And 
hence he is faid in Scripture to have been “ ever a lover 
of David Upon the death of David, and the fucceflion 
of Solomon to the throne, the affeftion Hiram had ever 
maintained for the father, prompted him to fend a con- 
gratulatory embafly to the fon, upon the news of his ac- 
cefiion to the government. Upon the return of thofe am- 
bafladors, Solomon embraced the ocCafion, and wrote a 
letter to Hiram, in thefe terms : 


King Solomon to king Hiram, greeting. 

“ Be it known to thee, O King, that my father David 
had it a long time in his mind to ereift a temple to the 
“ Lord ; but being perpetually in war, and under a 
necelTity of clearing his hands of his enemies, and 
** making them all his tributaries, before he could attend 
“ this great and holy work, he hath left it to me, in 
time of peace, both to begin, and to finilh it, accord- 
ing to the direiTion, as well as the prediftion, of Al- 
“ mighty God. BlelTed be his great name, for the pre- 
‘‘ ’tent tranquility of my dominions ! and by his gracious 
“ afliftance, I fliall now dedicate the heft improvements 
of this liberty and leifure to his honour and worfliip. 
Wherefore I make it my requeft, that you will let fome 
of your people go along wdth fome fervants of mine, 
“ to Mount Libanus, to affift them in cutting down ma- 
“ terials for this building i for the Sidonians underftand 
it much better than we do. As for the workmen’s 
“ reward, or wages, whatever you think reafonable, fhall 
be punftually paid them.” 

Hiram was much pleafed with Solomon’s letter, and 
returned him the following anfwer : 

** King Hiram to king Solomori* 

‘ “ Nothing could have been more welcome to rtie, tbail 
to underftand that the government of your blefled fa- 


a Sam. V. 11. and 1 Chron. xiv. 1. 


r I Kings, v. 1. 
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ther 19 devolved, by God’s providence, into the hands 
of fo excellent, fo wife, and fo virtuous afucce/Tor; His 
holy name be praifed for it ! That which you write 
" for fhall be done with all care and gt)od will ; for I will 
“ give order to go down, and export fuch quantities of 
the fairefl cedars, and cyprefs-trees, as you fhall have 
occafion for. My people fhall bring them to the fea- 
fide for you, and from thence fhip th^m away to what 
part you pleafe, where they may lie ready for your own 
“ men to tranfport them to Jerufalem. It would be a 
great obligation, after all this, to allow us fuch a pro- 
vifion of corn in exchange, as may ftand with your 
convenience; for that is the commodity we iflandcrs 
ft nioit 

! '[ -.i-uj -..lur. es us, that the originals of tliefe letters 
were extant in his time, both in the Jewifh and Tyrian 
records (B). And they are entirely agreeable to what is 
delivered in Scripture upon the fame fubjcfl, Solomon 
was highly plcafed with Hiram’s anfwer, and, in return 
for his generous offers, ordered him a yearly prefent of 
twenty thoufainl meafures of wheat, and as many mea- 
fures of pure oil. Befides the cedar-wood, and other 
materials for building the temple, Hiram fent to Solomon 
a man, who was very famous in Tyre for working in gold, 
filvcr, and other metals, to aflift and dire£l him in that 
great undertaking. Neither did Hiram’s friendfhip to- 
wards Solomon flop here; for he not only furnifhed him 
with the choicea wood from Mount Libanus, and able 
architects and workmen, but moreover advanced him She 
hundred and twenty talents of gold for finifhing of the 
fabric. Solomon was not behind-haiid with him in his ac- 
knnwlegcmcnts and prefeiits ; fur, befides the yearly fup- 
ply of wheat and oil above mentioned, he beftowed upon 
him twenty cities in the land of Galilee, not far from 
J-yre, which Hiram frankly declined accepting, as they 
were not much to his liking. From this refufal, that 
part of the country was called Cabul, that is, dlfpkafing-. 


* jefeph. lib. viii. cap. x, 
ubi fupra. 

(B) Eufebiiis, who calls this 
king Suron, gives us this letter 
with much variation, from |o- 
fephus. He makes this Sido- 
Ilian monarch fay, that he had 
feric to Solomon eighty thuu- 


® > Kings, ix. 13. and JofepJi. 

find Phoenicians and Tyrians 
—That the architect he fcnt 
him was a Tyrian by birth ; 
hut that, by the mother’s fide, 
he was defeended of the tribe 
of David, 
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Hirsmi proved no Icfs ferviccable to Solomon in equip- 
ping his fleet, than in perfefting the grand work of the 
temple. For lie no fooner heard that the king of Ifrael 
designed to build a fleet at Eloth and Ezion-geber (two 
fca-port towns in the Red Sea), in order to carry on a 
trade from thendb to Ophir, than he generoufly furniflicd 
him with as many builders mid fhipwrights as he had oc« 
oafion for; and afterwards fent him expert pilots, and 
ikilful mariners, to condudl his fliips to the land of Ophir. 

Dius, as quoted by Jofephus, tells us, that the love of 
wifdom was the chief inducement to that tendernefs of 
friendlhip between Solomon and Hiram; that they inter- 
changed certain riddles to be unfolded, upon condition, 
that he who failed of the folution fhould incur a forfeiture ; 
and that Hiram, finding the quefiioii too hard for him, 
paid the penalty. But one Abdemonus, a Tyrian, re- 
folved the queftion, and propofed new riddles to Solo- 
mon, upon the penalty of paying fo much to Hiram, if 
he did not folve them to fatisfa^ion. 

The kingdom of Tyre was in a very flourifhing condi- 
tion under this prince. He repaired and improved diver# 
cities in the eallern parts of his dominions ; enlarged 
Tyre, and, by the help of a dam, joined it to the temple 
<jf the Olympian Jupiter, Handing in an ifland. In this 
temple he dedicated a golden pillar to Jupiter. He built 
two temples, one to Hercules, another to AHarte ; and 
•enriched them with donatives. To Hercules he alfo 
cre£ted a ftatue, and is faid to have repaired the temples 
of^ther gods, and endow^ed them to a very great value 
Hiram, it feems, was rather a religious than a warlike 
prince ; for the only military expedition we read of, dur- 
ing his reign, is that which he undertook againft die Ey- 
ceans, wTio refufed to pay him a certain tribute ; but they 
were foon reduced to reafon. 

It is related by Tatian, from Theodotus, Hyficrates, 
andMochus, three Phoenician hilloriaiis, that king Hiram 
gave his daughter in marriage to Solomon, who was, by 
her influence, induced to worfliip Alhteroth, the goddels 
of the Sidonians ^ Hiram lived fifty-three years, and’ 
reigned thirty-four 

He was fucceeded by his fon Baleazar, Baleaflartus, 

Bazor, as Theophilus calls him, who reigned feven 
years, according to Jofephus, and feventeen, according 

^ Mcnand, Ephef. S: Dius. apud Jofeph. ubi Tupra. ;c Tatian. 
Orat. CDtvira Qrxcos. ^ Tl>eopb. Antioch* lib. til, 
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to Thfophilus ; and died in the forty-third year of his 
age 

Abdaftartus, the fon of Baleazar, fucceeded his father j 
and died, according to Jofephus, in the twentieth year 
of his life, and the ninth of his reign. Theophilus fays, 
he died at the age of fifty-four, after havidg reigned twelve 
years; This prince M'^as murdered by his nurfe's four fons, 
the eldcfl; of whom ufurped the kingdom, and governed 
it twelve years. 

Allaitus, the brother of Abdaftartus, recovered the 
throne to his family, lived fixty-fix years, and reigned 
twelve. 

^^arimuj. After him came his brother Aftarimus, who lived, if 
>ve may believe Jofephus, fifty-four years, and reigned 
twelve. Theophilus calls him Atharymus, and fays, 
that he Jived fifty-eight years. He was aflafliiiated by his 
brother PheJles, who alTumed the government in the 
fiftieth year of his age. 

The ufurper Phelles, or, as Theophilus calls him, 
Hclles, did not long enjoy the throne he had acquired by 
fo bafe and wicked an acf ; for he was murdered in the 
eighth montli of his reign, by 

Ithobal, whom Theophilus names Juthobal, fon to 
Aftarimus, and chiefprieft of the goddefs Aftarte ; which 
dignity was next to that of the king. Ithobal lived to 
the age of fixty-cight years, and ruled thirty-two, fays 
Jofephus j but, if we credit Theophilus, he lived forty 
years, and reigned twelve. He is called in Scripture 
Eth-Baal, and ftylcd king of the Sidoniaiis Jofephus 
giyes him the title of king of Tyre and Sidon. Whence 
it is plain, that, in Eth-Baafs time, Sidon was fubjefl: to 
Tyre. When that fubjeftion began is uncertain; for, 
even in king Hiram’s time, the Tyrians were, in all pro- 
bability, mafters of Sidon ; fince Solomon, in the begini- 
ning of his reign, applied to Hiram for workmen of Si- 
d on, who were famous for their Ikill in hewing of timber, 
thobal built Botrys in Phcenice, and Auzates in Africa. 
Jezebel, king Ahabswife (whom we fhall have occafion 
to naention hereafter), was daughter to this prince, Me- 
nander, as quoted by Jofephus, tells us, that, in “the 
ime 0 th-Baal, king of Tyre, there was an extreme 
drought, that lafted from th^ month Hyperberet^Eus, till 
e ame month next year. Prayers being put up for 
averting t e judgment, were followed by mighty claps of 
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liiunder This was undoubtedly the drought under 
Ahab ; for it was in his reign that Eth-Baal was king of 
Tyre. 

After him his fon Badezor (who, by Theophilus, is Badezor, 
called Bazor) reigned, according to Jofephus, fix years, 
and lived forty-fi^e. Theophilus fays, he reigned feven. 

His fon Mettinus fucceeded him, and reigned nine Mettiauf. 
years, fays Jofephus-, twenty-nine according to Theo- 
philus. He died in the thirty-fecond year of his age, 
leaving behind him two fons, Pygmalion and Barca, and 
as many daughters, Ellfa and Anna. 

Pygmalion afeended the throne on the death of his PygmalQ't^ 
father Mettinus, being at that time, as we are told by 
Jullin very young ; that is, fixteen, according to the com- 
putation of Jofephus, who fuppofes him to have lived 
fifty-fix years, and reigned forty h It was in the feventh 
year of his reign that his fiftcr Elila, called alfoDido, flying 
from Tyre, built Carthage in Africa. 1 he occafion of her 
flight is commonly related thus : Pygmalion, coveting the 
immenfe riches of his uncle Sichaeus, who was a priell 
of Hercules, and had married his filter Elifa, determined, 
by fome means or other, to make them his own. But, 
as his purpofe could not be cffhfted fo long as Sichajus 
was alive, he invited him one day to hunt with him; and 
while their attendants were engaged in the purfuit of a 
wild boar, ran him through with a fpear ; then, throwing 
him down a precipice, gave out, that the fall had been 
the occafion of his death. Jultin and Virgil fay, that 
Pygmalion barbaroufly murdered his uncle at the altar 
But, however that be, he reaped no advantage from hi» 
treachery: be was difappointed, when he Icall expecTied 
ir, by the prudent and artful conduH of hi^ filler Eiii’a, 
who, being a woman of great fagacity and penetration, 
well knew what had prompted him to the murder of her 
hufband ; but, at the fame time, concealing her thoughts 
■vvuth the molt artful diflirnuiation, lliewed the fame kind- 
nefs and efleem for him, as though flie had not enter- 
tained the leall fufpicion of his guilt. Mean while, hav- 
ing formed a defign of leaving Tyre, and faving both her- 
felf, and the treafures of hcrdeceafed hulband, from the 
cruel avarice of Pygmalion, under pretence of retiring to 
Charta or Chartaca, a fmali city between Sidon and Tyre, 

E Menand. Eplief. apud JnfepJi. Antiq. lib. viii. cap. 7, •’ J'lf- 

Hin. lib. xviii. i JoTcph. tronrra Apion, Jib. i. k JuAin. 

lib. xvjii. cap, 4, Virg. ./Eneid. i. ver. 348—350. 
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to live with her brother Barca, fhe dcfired the kin^ tp 
furnilh her with men and (hips to convey thither her 
cfFeas. The covetous prince looked upon this as a fair 
opportunity of feizing at laft what he had for fo long a 
time earneftly defired, though always in vain ; becaufc 
Sichsus, who was thoroughly acquainted with his ne- 
phew’s avaricious temper, had taken care to conceal hiS 
riches under-ground. With this view Pygmalion wil- 
lingly granted Elifa her requeft ; flie being aflifted by her 
brother Barca, and feveral fenators, who were privy to 
her true defign, and engaged to follow her at all adven- 
tures, her treafures w^ere put on board, and the fleet out of 
fight, before Pygmalion was apprifed of her refolution. 
.We are told, that feeing himfelf thus deluded by a wo- 
man, and the vaft riches, w hich he deemed already lecured 
in his own coffers, fnatched, by fiich a cunning device, 
out of his hands, he ordered a fleet to be fitted out with 
all poffible expedition, in order to purfue the fugitives ^ 
but w^as prevented by the tears of his mother and the 
threats of an oracle. The firft place our adventurers 
touched at was the ifle of Cyprus, from whence they 
carried off a great number of young women, a fupply they 
wanted moft of all, fince their defign was to plant a new 
colony. From Cyprus they fleered their courfe to the 
coaft of Africa, where they landed, and, being kindly 
entertained by the inhabitants of Utica, a Tyrian colony, 
laid the foundation of Carthage *, a city w^hich, in after- 
ages, became fo powerful both by lea and land, as to 
contend with Rome for the empire of the w orld h From 
Barca fprang the illuftrious family of the Barcse in Africa ; 
which produced many celebrated heroes, and, among 
others, the great Hannibal. Pygmalion is faid, by Ste- 
phaiius, to have built the eity of Carpafia in the ifland of 
Cyprus. He fent to the temple of Hercules, in the illand 
of Gades, a rich donative, being the figure of an olive- 
tree of maflivc gold, and of moft exquifitc and curious 
workmaiifliip ; its berries, which were of emerald, bear- 
ing a w'ondcrous refemblance to the natural fruit of that 
tree ' 

The next king of Tyre we find mentioned in hillory, is 
Elulxus, who reigned in the time of Shalmaiiefcr, king 
of Aflyria. This prince, feeing the Philiftincs broken 

i Juflin. lib. xviii. cap. 4. Orof. lib. iv. cap. a. Appian.de 
Bell. Pun. Livi I)ecad. iv. lib. 4. Serv. in lib. iv. .^neid. Jofeph. 
iibi fupra, &c. ** Philgftrar. in Vit. Apollon, lib. v. cap. 1. 
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and difpirited by the war which Hez^kiah had made u[M3a 
them, Juid hold of the opportunity of reducing Gath, 
which had fomc time before revolted from the Tyrian*. 
Whereupon the GittiteS, applying to Shalmanefcr, en- 
gaged him in their caufe ; fo that he marched at the head 
of a powerful army into Phoenice ; but, upon the conclu- 
fion of a peace between him and Elulaeus, he withdrew 
his troops, and retired. Not long after this event, Sidon, 
Arce, Palvetyrus, and fcveral other maritime towns of 
Phoenice, revolting from the Tyrians, proclaimed Shal- 
nianefer their king. Thus a new war being kindled 
between the Tyrians and AfTyrians, Shalmanefcr, highly 
provoked againft the Tyrians, the only people in Phoenice 
that difputed his power and authority, refolved to ufe his 
utmoft endeavours to reduce their city; and therefore, 
befides his land forces, he ordered a fleet of fixty fail to 
t)e equipped againfl: them. But this navy was encountered 
and difperfed by the Tyrians, with only twelve veflels, and 
five hundred of the rowers were taken pri Toners. Thii 
viftory gained the Tyrians fuch reputation for naval af- 
fairs, that Shalmanefer, dreading to engage them a fccond 
time at fea, turned the war into a fiege, and leaving the 
army to block up the city, returned into Affyria. J'lie 
forces he left behind him reduced the place to great ftraits, 
-by Hopping the aquedufls, placing guards by the fpiing.', 
and cutting off all the conveyances of water, flowcvcr, 
by digging wells within the city, they found foine relief 
ill their diftrefs, which enabled them to hold out for the 
fpace of five years; at the end of which, Shalmanefer dy- 
ing, the fiege wasraifed'*. Elulaeus reigned thirty years, 

Ithobal 11. poffeffed the throne in the time of Nebu- 
chadnezzar king of Babylon, who laid fiege to the city of 
Tyre, which kept that mighty monarch employed for 
thirteen years together p. Such was the power of the Ty- 
rians at that time. We have the defeription of the fiege 
in Ezekiel ‘J, who mentions afortraifed againft the place, 
a mount call up, and engines of war eredled to batter 
down its walls. At laft, Nebuchadnezzar made him- 
felf m after of the city; but, as mod part of the citizens 
had retired, with all their effeds, elfewhere, before he 
entered the place, he had nothing but an empty town for 
bis pains, as is plain from the Scripture, where it is faid, 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon caufed his army to 

* Jofeph. Antiq. lih, ix. cap. 74. P Philoftrat. 

apiitl Jofeph. Antiq. lib. x. cap. ii. and lib. i. contra Apion. 
*1 Ezek. xxvi. S. & feq. 
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fervc a great fervicc againfl Tyrus — yet he had no wagest 
nor his army, for Tyrus.” Finding himfelf thus difap- 
pointed, he vented hii rage upon the buildings^ and the 
few inhabitants that were left, rafing the town to the 
ground, and putting all he found in it to the fword. 
Ithobal, in whofe reign this difafter hiifppened to Tyre, 
was, according to the charatlcr the prophet gives him'', a 
jnoft proud, arrogant, and aiTuining prince; pretended 
to know all ferrets, to be as wife as Daniel, and even 
went fo far as to rank himfelf among the gods ; an inr- 
pious pride which brought that heavy judgment upon 
him, “ Beraufe thou hall fet thine heart as the heart of 

God; behold, therefore, I will bring Grangers upon thee; 

they lhall bring thee down to the pit, and thou flialt die 
the death of them that arc llaiii in the midll of the feas 
hrom w'hciice w^e may conclude, that, in this w-ar, he 
W'as n.iiii by the AfTyrians. 

As it is plain from Scripture, that Nebuchadnezzar 
utterly dellroyed the cityofTyre, which he found empty; 
and as, on the other hand, we are told by the Phoeni- 
cian hillorians, that Ithoba! w^as fucceeded in the king- 
uoni of J yre by Baal, and Baal by leveral temporary ma- 
glllratcs ; it is icry probable, that the inhabitants of Tvre 


retreated wath their cilecls, before Nebuchadnezzar car- 
ried the place, to an illand about half a mile dillaiit from 
the fliorc, wl'icre they built themfclvcs a new city; which, 
after the deffrudioii of the old tow n, fubmitted to Nc- 
Saat. buchadiiczzar, who appointed Baal to be his viceroy. 

But, upon Baal s death, in order to make the government 
more dependent on the AfTyrians, he changed the royal 
Vr. of FI. dmiity into that of temporary magillrates, called fuffetes 
AiuVchr. O'- j^iHgcs; a name w'ell known among the Carthagi- 
jCz. who w ere originally Tyrians. 

Baal reigned ten years, and, upon his death, the fol- 

lowmg judges had the government of the city; Ecnibal 
"17/ twm months ; Chelbcs, the foil of Ah- 

t^us, ten months; the high-pried Abhar, three months; 
IVlyigonus or Myttonus, ami Ceradus, the fons of Abde- 
:mus, hx years. AfterTyrc had been thus governed for 
^ume years by judges, the royal dignity was refloretl ; 


' 3.4- » Ibid. ver. 6 , 7 . 8 . 
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. Balator created king; but both he and his fucceflbrs 
■were entirely dependent on, and tributatries to, the Af- 
fyrians, fpr the fpace of feventy years ; which being ex- 
pired, they recovered, according to the prophecy of 
Ifaiah their ancient liberty. Balator reigned but one 
year; and at his Heath, the Tyrians invited Merbal from 
Babylon, who reigned four years. 

Merbal wasfuecceded by his brother from, who reigned 
twenty years. In the fourteenth year of Irom’s reign, 
Cyrus, according to the Phcenician annals, made himfelf 
mailer of the Perhan empire®. 

Several years after Irom, reigned Marten the fon of 
Sirom. He ferved in Xerxes’s navy agaiiift the Greeks ; 
and, with the other commanders, advifed him to engage 
the Grecian fleet at Salamis h The Tyrians, as well as 
the other Phoenicians, were, at this time, tributaries to 
the Perfians, though under a king of their own, being 
greatly favoured by the Perfian monarchs, in confidera- 
tion of the fervices they rendered them in their naval ex- 
peditions. 

About this time reigned Strato, whofe acceflion to 
the throne is thus related byjuftiii“. The Haves, who 
were then very numerous at Tyre, having formed a con- 
fpiracy againlt their maflers, murdered them all in one 
night (except Strato, whom his Have fecretly fuved); 
and, taking pofleHion of the city, married their miftrefl'es, 
and put all the others to the fword, who were not of their 
own race. Having thus not only recovered their liberty, 
but made themfelves abfolute lords of the ftate, they ru- 
folved to create a king out of their own body, and un- 
animoufly agreed, that he fhould beraifed to that dignity, 
as being the moft acceptable to the gods, who, the next 
morning, fhould firft fee the rifing fun. In purfuance of 
this refolution and agreement, they appointed to meet 
about midnight in an open field, on the eaft fide of the 
city, and there, with one accord, bellow the crown upon 
the perfon to whom the fun fhould fhew himfelf firft. 
In the mean time, Strato’s Have, having imparted the 
whole matter to his mafter, whom he kept carefully con- 
cealed, was by him inftru£led to turn himfelf, not to the 
call, as the others would probably do, but to the weft, 
find there keep his eyes fixed on the top of the higheft 

^ ITa. Kxiii. ij, 17. " Vide Jofeph, lib. i. contra Apion, 

» Herodotus, lib, vi. cap, 98, & lib, viii, cap. 67, u Juftin. 
fib, xviii. cap. 3. ^ ^ 
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tower of the city. The flave obeyed his maftei-’s direc- 
tions, and was therefore looked upon by the whole mul- 
titude as no bcttei than a mad-man ; it foeming to them 
very ftrange, that a man fliould look for the riung-fun in 
the weft. But they were foon made fenfible of their 
error ; for, while the others itood gazing towards the 
eah, in expectation of feeing the, fun appear, Strato’s 
Have fljLwed tten the high edihccs of the city already il- 
luminated with his rays; whereupon he was highly ap- 
plauded by his companions, and eagerly prefled to name 
the perfon to whom he was indebted for fuch a wife con- 
Irivaru'c, vidiirh they could not aferibe to him, or any 
other flave. He refufed at firll to gratify their ciiriofity ; 
but, at lafl, upon promife of impunity for bimfelf, and 
the peiTon he fliould name, he owned, that, out of com- 
panion and gratitude towards his mafter, who had always 
treated him with great humanity and kindnefs, he had 
faved both him ami his fon in the common maflacre, and 
adfed in the affair they were fo inquifitive about, accord- 
ing to his dire£lions. I he multitude not only pardoned 
the flave, but, looking on the mafter as one preferved by 
a partirular providence of the gods, immediately pro- 
claimed him king. This is all we know of LStrato. 

Al his dtmife, his fon was placed on the throne; and 
the kingdom of lyre was enjoyed 'by his defeendenis, 
aniciig wbrm, the only prince we find mentioned in hli- 
tory is Azelmic, in whole reign happened the memorable 
ficgc and icduilicn of that city by Alexander the Greats. 

0 may judge of its flouriflung condition at that time, 
from the fland it made againfh that viftorious prince, 
fmee it flopped the couifc of his whole army full feven 
months. -^3 confjueror approached the territories of 
ryre, the Tyrians fent out ambafladors to meet him 
(amongll whom was the king's own fon), with prefents 
lorhmnelf, and provifions tor his army; but, when he 
e ircd to enter the city, under pretence of offering facrificc 
to cicules, they refufed him admittance; a repulfe 
w ic 1 piovokcd Alexander, now flufhed with fo many vic- 
tories, to lucli a degree, that he refolved to ftonn the city, 
and enter It by force. On the other hand, the Tyrians, 
no at all terrified by Alexander’s threats, determined 

u am t le fiege to the laft. What encouraged them to 
this rcfolution, ^.^as the flrength of the place, and the 
tonfidence they had ,n the Carthaginians, their allies. 


> Ai rianus, lib. ii. 
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The city then ftood on an ifland half a mile diftant from 
the fhore ; was furrounded with a ftrong wall an hundred 
and fifty feet high, and ftored with great plenty of provi- 
fions, and all forts of warlike machines ; befides, the Car- 
thaginians, who were then mafters of the feas, had pro- 
mifed to fend thefh fucCours. What animated the Ty- 
rians to ftand a fiege, gave Alexander no fmall uneafinefs 
in the undertaking ; for he could no otherwife make his 
approaches to it, than by carrying a mole or caufey from 
the continent to the ifland on which the city llood. This 
grand work he undertook \ and, as he was rcfolvcd at any 
rate to reduce the city, he accomplifticd it atlaft, maugre 
the innumerable, and almoft unfurmountable difflcnlties 
with which it was attended. He was afllfled in raifnig 
the mole (which was two hundred feet in breadth) by the 
inhabitants of the neighbouring cities, who w’erc all called 
in on this occafion ; fupplied with (tones from the ruins 
of old Tyre, and M'ith timber from Mount Libanus. The 
Tyrians at firft looked upon this undertaking as a rafh and 
defperate attempt, which could never be attended Muth 
any fuccefs ; and therefore, from their (hips, they aiked 
him in derifion, Whether he believed hlmfelf to be greater 
than Neptune ? But, feeing the mole beginning to appear 
above water, they rcfolved, for fear of the wor(t, to fend 
their wives and children, and fiich as were not fit for fer- 
vice, to Carthage ; but were prevented by the arrival of 
Alexander’s fleet from Cyprus. Neither could the Car-*- 
thaginians aflift them with the promifed fuCcours, being 
detained at home by domeftic troubles. However, the 
Tyrians perfifted in the refolution of (landing to their de- 
fence, firft from their fliips, and afterwards, as the mole 
was brought nearer the city, from the walls, with fliowers 
of arrows, darts, ftones, and other milTiles, wherewith 
they made a moft dreadful havock of the Macedonians, 
who were cmplrwed in the work, and expofed without 
any defence. But what moft of all difheartened thft 
enemy, was a violent ftorm, which, arifing all on % 
fudden, carried away, in a great part, the caufey, after 
it had been, with unwearied labour, and great lofs of men, 
brought neat the walls of the city. This, unlucky acci- 
dent perplexed Alexander to fuch a degree, that he began 
to repent he had undertaken the fiege, and would have 
fent ambalfadors to the Tyrians with terms of peace, had 
be believed they would have hearkened to them. But, 
as they had thrown headlong into the fea the ambafladors, 
who, before the fiege, had,Jn his name, fummoned them 
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to furrender, he was afraid thofe he fhould fend now, 
might meet with the fame, or more fcvere treatment- 
Being therefore diverted, by this apprehenfion, from all 
thoughts of making up matters by way of treaty, and 
fully apprized, that his reputation, and the future pro- 
grefs of his arms, entirely depended upon the fuccefs of 
the prefent undertaking, he realTumed, with feeming 
chearfulncfs, the work ; repaired, with incredible expe- 
dition, the breach, which the fea had made in the mole ; 
and, having brought it again almofl home to the city, be- 
gan to batter it with all forts of warlike engines, while 
the archers and flingers haraffed, without interruption, 
thofe who defended it, in order to drive them from their 
polls. But the Tyrians, by means of a new contrivance 
of wheels with many fpokes, which, being whirled about 
with an engine, cither Blattered in pieces the enemies 
darts and arrows, or broke their force, covered themfelves 
againfl: the aggreffors, and killed great numbers ^f them, 
without fuffering any confidcrable lofs on their own fide. 
In the mean time, the wall began to yield to the violence 
of the rams that battered it night and day without inter- 
ruption. In this dilemma, thebefieged, fetting all hands 
to work, raifed, in a very Ihort time, a new wall, ten 
cubits thick, and five cubits diftant from the former; and, 
by filling up the empty fpace between the two, with earth 
andftoiies, kept the Macedonians a Jong while employed, 
ere they could make, with all their engines, the lead im- 
prelTion on this new fortification. Alexander, having 
joined many of his Ihips together, and mounted them 
with avail number of battering engines, befides thofe he 
had already placed in the mole, fucceeded at lall in the 
attempt, and made a breach an hundred feet wide. Yet 
when he advanced to the alTault, in hopes of breaking into 
the city over the ruins, the Macedonians, though encou- 
raged with the prefence of their king, were forced to give 
ground, and retire with great lofs to their Blips. Alexan- 
derdefigned to renew the attack next morning; but, the 
breach having been repaired by the Tyrians during the 
perceived himfclf no further advanced than 
When he lirlt began to batter the walls. He now refolved 
to change his meafures: having brought the mole home 
to the w-all he caufed feveral towers to be built equal in 
^ battlements. Thefe towers he filled with 

e mo brave and refolute men in his army, who, pur- 
direftions, having formed a bridge with large 
p ai. o rcRing with one end on the towers, and with the 
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other on the top of the ramparts^ endeavoured, fword In 
tand, to gain the wall; but could not prevail, being op- 
pofed by the Tyrians with unparalleled bravery, who ufed 
weapons with which the Macedonians were altogether un- 
acquainted. Ihefe were three-forked hooks, faftened 
with a cord (on^ end whereof they heUl)^ which, being 
thrown at a little diftance, ftuck in the enemies fhields, 
and gave the Tyrians an opportunity, either of plucking 
iheir targets out of their hands, and expofing them, with- 
out defence, to fliowers of darts and arrows ; or, if they 
were unwilling to part with their ftiields, of pulling them 
headlong out of the towers : fome, by throwing a kind of 
fifhing-nets upon the Macedonians that were engaged on 
the bridges, entangled their hands, fo that they could nei- 
ther defend thcmfelves, or offend the enemy ; others, by 
means of long poles armed with iron hooks, drew them 
oiT the bridges, and dafhed their brains out againft the 
walls, or on the caufey. In the mean time, a great many 
engines, placed on the walls, played inccflantly upon the 
aggreffors with malfy balls of red-hot iron, which fwept 
away entire ranks at once- But what moft of all dif- 
heartened the Macedonians in the attack, and forced 
them, at lafl, to give it over, was, the fcorching fand, 
which the Tyrians, by a new contrivance, fliowered upon 
them : this fand (which was thrown in red-hot fhields 
of iron, or brafs) infinuating itfelf within their breaft- 
plates, and coats of mail, tormented them to fuch a de- 
gree, that many, finding no other relief, threw tliemfelvea 
headlong into the fea ; and others, dying in the anguifli 
of inexprell'ible torments, ftruck, with their defperatc 
cries, a terror into their companions. This execution oc-« 
cafioned unfpeakable confufion among the afiailants, and 
gave new courage to the Tyrians, who, now leaving the 
walls, charged the enemy hand to hand, on his own 
bridges, with fuch refolution, that Alexander, feeing hij 
men give ground, thought fit to found the retreat, and, 
by that expedient, fave, in fome degree, the reputation 
of his Macedonians* Such defperate attacks were fre-^ 
quendy renewed by the aggreflbrs, and always fuftained 
with the fame unbroken and undaunted courage by the 
befieged. At length Alexander began to entertain fome 
thoughts of abandoning the enterprize, and continuing 
his march into Egypt ; but, confidering the dangerous 
confequences that mull have attended fuch a refolution, 
he determined to proceed with the fiege at all adventures, 
though, of all his captains, none was founds except 

Amyntas, 
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Amyntas, who approved of that determination. Having 
therefore exhorted his troops to perfevere, and encouraged 
them with affurances of fuccefs j he furrounded the city 
with his fleet, and began to batter it on all fides. Mean 
while, one of the Tyrians, dreaming that Apollo defign- 
Cd to forfake them, and go over to AlaKaitder, they faf- 
Icncd his flatue, with golden chains, to the altar of Her- 
cules. This coloflus belonged formerly to the city of Gela 
in iSicily, and was fent from thence by the Carthaginians, 
when they took Gela, to Tyre, tfieir mother city In 
this Apollo the Tyrians greatly confided ; and therefore, 
upon the rumour that he was to abandon them, they had 
recourfe even to chains, in order to prevent his departure; 
but, their utter ruin being already decreed by the true 
God, and foretold by bis prophets the confidence they 
placed in their idols could not avert the impending judg- 
ment. They were deftined to deftrm^llon, and deftruc- 
tion was their fate ; for, Alexander, having, at lall, bat- 
tered down the walls, and taken the town by ftorm, after 
feven months fiege, fully executed the fentence, which 
the Tyrians had, by their pride, and other vices, drawn 
down upon themfelves and their country. The city was 
burnt down to the ground, and the inhabitants (excepting 
thofe whom the Sidonians fecrctly conveyed away in their 
ftips) were either deftroyed, or enflavedby the conqueror, 
who, upon his firft entering the city, put eight thoufand 
to the fword ; caufed two thoufand of thofe he took pri- 
foners, to be crucified, and fold the reft, to the nunrher 
of thirty thoufand, fays Arrian, for flaves. His cruelty 
towards the two thoufand that were crucified, was highly 
unbecoming the charafter of a generous conquetor ; and 
refledls an eternal difgrace upon his fame. Alexander 
treated them thus for no other rcafon, than becaufc they 
had fought with fuch bravery and refolution in defence 
of their country ; but, to palliate the true caufe of fo 
bafe an a^lion, he gave out, that he a£lcd thus to re- 
Venge, upon the prefent Tyrians, the crime which theit 
forefathers committed, when they murdered their mafters, 
as we have related above ; and that, being flaves ^ origin, 
crucifixion was the punilhmcnt due to them. To makb 
this pretence look the more plaufiWe, he faved aW the dc-^ 
icendents of Strato, as not being involved in that guilt ; 
and, among them, king Azelmic ; who, in the beginning 

r Ifa. xxiiii Ezek* axvu 
of 


* Died. Sic. lib. xiii, p. 390, 
axvii. xxviii, 



49 


The of the Phafiktans. 

of the ficge, was out with his fleet upon a naval expedi- 
tion, in conjunction with Autpphrs^ates the Perfian ad- 
miral; but had haflened home, as foon as he was ac^ 
quainted with fhe dagger of his country. After the city 
was reduced, he took fahftuary in the temple of Hercules, 
and was not only feared by the conqueror, but reftored to' 
the throne, after Alexander had re-pcoplcd the place ; for, 
having thus cleared it of its former inhabitants, he planted 
it a-new vt^ith colonics drawn from the neighbouring 
parts ; and thenceforth ftyledhimfclf tlie founder of Tyre, 
a city which he hadmoft ungencroufly deftroyed. Upoi 
taking the city, he unchained Apollo, returning hhh 
thinks for his intention of coming over to the Macedo^ 
nians. He alfo offered facrificc to Hercules, and then 
j continued his march into Egypt *. 

The Kings of Arad* 

Arad, or Aradus, had its kings, as well as Sidon and 
Tyre ; but we find three of them only mentioned in hif- 
tory, namely, Arbal, h'is fon NarbaJ, who ferved under 
Xerxes in his great expeditions and Geroftratus, who 
reigned many years after that period. He ferved Darius 
againft Alexander, joining the Perfian fleet, as other 
Phcenician and Cypriot princes did, till, hearing his fon 
Strato had put A crown of gold upon the head of Alex- 
ander, and given up to him the ifland-city of Aradus, that 
of Marathus on the main land over-againft it, as alfo 
Mariamn^ia, or Mariame, and whatever elfe belonged 
to the Aradian dominion, he thought it molt for his in- 
tereft to approve, fecmingly at leaft, of what his fon had 
done, and to make his fubmiflion to the Macedonian 

* Diod^ Sic. ad Olynip. iii. ann. i. Plutarch, in Alexand., 
C^Curt lib. \v. cap. 5.6. n. 15. Arrian, lib. ii. p, 49. Juftin. 
lib. XI, cap. 20, & hb. xviii. cap. 34. jofeph. Antiq. lib. xi. cap. 
ultira. a Hfrrodot. lib. vii. cap. 98, 1 ^ Arrian, 

dc Exped, Alcxajid. Mag, lib, ii. p. 119. & Q^Curt, lib, iv, cap. i* 
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The Hifiofyuff the Jem 

C H A P. #1. 

The Hi/ory of the Jewsy fhm the Birth, of 
\4l>t^ak<im to the Eubylonijh Captivity. \ 

WiJknof TTT’K in the prcrci^g volume, carried on thc^ 

this chap- VV 4tifl:ory of the world, vand particularly of the :de- 
frr, fccn dents -of^hcm, from the flood to*lhe biith of Ahra- 

ham j an(| a^e now to continu<^ it in the family of that!?ce- 
lehrate^ps^arcb^ from that remarkable epoch in which 
he was called, by Ae dfvine Ptovidence^ out of his native 
cpuntryj into the Promifed Land, to that fatal period at 
which his defcen dents Were, by the fame divine appoint- 
ment, expelled out of it, and configncdto a fevere feventy 
years captivity in Babylon, for tlreir ingratitude, difobe- 
diertJCe, vice, and apoftacy^ 

S E C T. 1. 

Ithe Geography of Pakjiiney or Holy Land* 

tctni 0/ P ALE5TINE was fiiift called the Land of Canaan, or 
Prmifede- Chanaan, from Noah’s grandfon, Iw whom it was 
fcTtbsd. peopled ; but it has lince l^en more diftinguifhed by 
Vartoui o^her appellations,; fucb m the Land of Promifc, the 
namcj. Land of God, the Land of tfracl, the -Holy Land, and 
fometimes, by way of pre-eminence. The Land* It bath 
again been called Paleftine,. from the Paleftines, or Phi- 
liltines, who poiTelTed great part of it; and Judsea, or 
,Judjc^*PaIeftiiia,,from judahj whofc tribe was the mofl 
eonfiderable of the twelve,- and poffeffed the fineft and 
moft fertile part of the whole. Chriflians, as well as 
men^Pjfl^ Jews, have dignified; it with the tkle of Holy Land; 

partly on account of its metropolis, fuppofcd to have been 
* the centre of God’s worlhip, and his peculiar hahitation ; 
but chiefly for its being thfe'!nativc country of Jefus Chrift, 
and the feene on which he acoijmplifhed the great work 
wndjudaom of Pi^redcmption. The name ^ Judsea it did^ot alTume 
till after the return of the Jfews^ from the Babylonifh cap- 
nvity, thopgh it had been fty led, long before, the king- 
v of J^ah, m op^fition to that of Ifrael, which re-« 
voltcd Uw it under Jeridmam, in the reign of Rehoboam, 

tjic 
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fon of Solomon *. But, after tlieir return, the tribe 
of Judah, the chief, and, indeed^ tlic only tribe that 
made a figure, fettling firft at Jeriifalem, and in the 
countries adjacent, and, by degrees, fpreading through 
the whole country, the dame of Jehudah and Jehudim 
quickly extended rtfelf to all the reft. 

As to the other names, by which profane authors have Other 
called it, fuch as Syria, Palefldna- Syria, Ccelefyria, 

Iduma, Idumea, and Phoenicia, or Phoenice, they were 
given out of contempt to the Jewilh nation, whom their 
neighbours did not account worthy to be diftinguiflied by 
any but the moft common names of contiguous provinces, 
and of which they looked upon them only as an obfeure 
and inconfiderable part. We find it even called Idumea, 
on no other account, but becaufe theldumeana feized on 
fome parts of jt during the Babylonilh captivity; though 
they were, fome time after the return, driven from it by 
the Maccabees. How Judaea came to be called alfo Phec- 
nice, or Phoenicia, we have already Ihewn in the hiftory 
of that nation. At prefent, the name of Paleftine is that 
which has moft prevailed among the Chriftian do6Iors, paltJHm^ 
Mahommedan and other writers’*. 

As to its fituation, the Jews, from a particular Vcne»- Situation, 
ration for fo celebrated a fpot, as well as from fome mif- 
taken paffages in one or two of the prophets, in which 
Jerufalem is faid to have been feated, by the Almighty, 
in the midft, or, as the Hebrew figuratively terms ft, the 
navel of the earth, have conceived a notion, that it Hands 
in the very heart of all the nations, and the centre of the Belitved 
world. Paleftine was inclofed, on the weft, by the Me- centre 
diterranean ; and, on the call, by the lake Afphaltites, 
the Jordan, the fea of Tiberias or of Galilee, and the BounJa" 
Samachonitc Lalce : to the north it had the mountains of nVr* 
Libanus, or rather, of Antilibanus, or the province of 
Phoenicia; and, to the fouth, Edom, or Idumea: from 
whence it was likewife parted by another ridge of high 
^mountains. It muft be here obferved, that we have con- 
fined ourfelves to that part which is properly called the 
Land of Promife : as for the other part, which belonged 
to two tribes and an half, on the other fide Jordan, called 
Persea, and the land or kingdoms of Og, SHion, &c. 
their boundaries are not fo eafily afeertained, no more 

* 1 Kings xH. paJBra. See Reland PaleAin. illuftret. 
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hung by hundreds in a dufterj and as big as hens eggs, 
of an excellent tafle and flavour. Their vines yielded 
grapes twice, and fometimes three times, a year ; great 
quantities of which were dried, and preferved for ufe, as 
well as their figs, plums, and other fruits. They had 
plenty of honey ; the very trees diftilled it, and the 
rocks yielded it in great quantities; but whether that of 
the latter kind were there depofited by the induilrious 
bees, or produced fome other way, is much difputed by 
travellers and naturalifts. They likewife cultivated fugar^ 
canes in great abundance 5 and the cotton, hemp, and 
flax, were mollly of their own growth and manufa£l:ure, 
except fome of a finer fort, thzft were brought to them 
from Egypt, and worn by thofe of the higher rank. 
Their vicinity to Libanus made the cedars, cyprefles, and 
other fiately and fragrant trees, very common in mofl; 
parts of the land, but more efpecially in Jerufalem. 
Cattle, both large and fmall, they fed in vaft herds ; and 
the hilly country not only afforded them variety and 
plenty of pafturc, but alfo of water, which defeended 
thence into the valleys and low-lands, which it fertilized; 
befides feveral other rivers and brooks, fome of the molt 
remarkable of which we fhall fpeak of in their proper 
places. But the moft fertile pafture-grounds were on 
each fide the river Jordan, befides thofe of Sharon, or 
Sarona, the plains of Lydda, Jamnia, and fome others, 
then juftly famed for their fecundity. As for fifli, the 
rivers above mentioned, the lake of Tiberias, and the 
Mediterranean fea, afforded great plenty and variety. 
Vaft quantities were brought to Jerufalem, on which the 
inhabitants moftly fubfifted ; and hence one of the gates 
of that metropolis was, according to St. Jerom, called thp 
Fiftirgate’'. The lake Afphaltitcs yielded fait in abundr 
ance, wherewith to feafon and preferve their fifh, which 
Galen affirms to have been preferable to any other. 

In reading the Scripture accounts of ^hls country, it 
ought indeed to he confidered, thfit it was then inhabited 
by an induftrious people, who knew how to improve 
every inch of their land, and had made even the moft dc- 
fert and barren places to yield fome kind of produiilions, 
by proper care and manure ; fo that the very rocks which 
now appear quite naked, produced corn,pulfe, or pafturc; 
for every little projection was formed into#! terrace co^ 
fpred with mould, which, through lazinefs of thp 

I Vidp ReJand, Ijlj. i, |ap. ^7, 
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fiicccedlng proprietors, has heen fincc wafhed ofF with 
Tains, and llorms. The fecundity of Paleftine hath been 
■extolled even by Julian the ApoftatCi a fworn enemy to 
Jews and Chriftians, who frequently makes mention in 
his cpiftles of thj pe.rpetuityj as well as excellence, and 
great abundance, of its fruits and prdduft. The vifible 
vCfFedts of God’s anger which this country has felt, not 
only under Titus Vcfpafianj but much more fince that 
emperor's time, in the inundations of the northern bar- 
barians, of the Saracens, and of the more cruel and de- 
ftrudtive Chriftians, during thp holy war (L), and in the 
oppreflion it now feels under the Turkilh yoke, are caufea 
more than fulheient to have reduced the far greater part 
of the country into a mere .defert. If we were to judge 
by its prefent appearance, nature itfelf hag rendered it in- 
capable of cultivation- 

The ancient ftate of Paleftine, under its firft inhabit- Hquu 
ants, with regard to its government under feveral to- ntidtd iu 
parchies, has been already deferibed; and we fhall now 
fhew how it hath been divided fince its conqueft by the 
children of Ifrael. Judaea, in its largeft fen.fe, was di- 
vided into maritime and inland, as well as into mountain- 
ous and champain, and again fub-divided into Judaea OD 
this fide, and Judaea beyond Jordan- But the moft con- 
liderable divlfion is that w’^hich was made among the 
twelve tribes, by lot, to prevent all murmuring and dif- betwm 
content among that ftubborn people”; of thefe two and twfivt 
a half were feated beyond Jordan, and the reft on this 
fide. The next remarkable divifion was made by king 
Solomon, who divided his kingdom into twelve pro- 
vinces, or diftrifts, each under a p^uliar officer^ am} 

"Jofli. xiv. 2 , 8c feq, 

;(Xr) Thefe mutual devafia- by the wild Arrfbs, Who pluiw- 
<tions between the Chriftians and dcr, not only the caravans 
Mahommedans, wherein the and all travellers that fall into 
former feem to have been their hands, but likewife vil- 
a£luated with fuch a blind and lages and towns ; iiifomuch, 
bloody zeal againft the latter, that there is fcarcc a place on 
and byfuch jealoufics and per- the furface of the globe more 
fidy againft each other, -as re- dangerous to travel, or corn- 
fled an indelible diftionour fortiefs to live in, as the com- 
upon them an(| their religion, inon report of every traveller 
have helped to complete the who has been there fufficicntly 
mifery of this country, Thofe teftifies. 
depopulated places were ieized 
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every pne pf tbefc was Fo fu|)ply the king with ^rovifiopa 
for his hou&old in its turn ; that is, each for one montli 
in the year But the moft fatal divificpi of all was, that 
which obtained under his imprudent fon p.ehoboatn> 
when ten of the twelve tribes revolted, under the conduct 
of Jeroboam, who became head of this<^ new monafchyi 
ftyled the kingdom of Ifrael, in opppfition to that of Judah, 
the title which diftinguiflied the fnaimed kingdom of Rc- 
hoboam, from that time downwards. Under the fecond 
temple the diftinftion lafted a confiderable time, and the 
fame bloody hatred and hoflilities continued between 
thefe two kingdoms; that of Ifrael taking the name of 
Samaria from its capital. The inhabitants were a mixture 
of the old Ifraelites, and of new colonies, fent thither by 
the kings of Aflyria, after their conqueft of it, till they 
were fubdued by the Maccabees, and their metropplis 
deflroyed. Under the Romans it began to be divided 
into tetrarchies and toparchies : the larger were thofe of 
Judxa, Samaria, and Galilee, upper and lower ; the lelTer, 
thofe of Geraritica, Sarona, and others of lefs note ; all 
w'hich lay on this fide of the Jordan. The reft, on the 
other fide, were thofe of Gilead, Peraea, Gaulonitis, Au-< 
ranitis, Batanea, and Decapolis. Jofephus mentions p an- 
other divifion, made in Gabinius’s time, into five diflrifts, 
or, as he fhyles them, or councils, agreeable tp 

the Roman manner ; thefe were Jerufalem, Jericho, and 
Sephoris, on this fide Jordan; and Gadaris and Amathus, 
on the other. In the reigns of the Chriftian emperors it 
was divided afrefli into Paleftinaprima, Paleftina fecunda, 
and Paleftina tertik, or Salutaris, which laft included the 
far greater part, if not the whole country, as we fhall 
have occafion to fhew in the following hiftory. On that 
account we fhall wave all other divifions and changes that 
happened to it under the northern barbarians, Saracens, 
&c. and conclude this article with the prefent ftate and 
divifion of it under the Turks. The whole country of 
Palefline is now reduced to a diftri£t, or province, under 
the beglerbegate, or baflalhip, of Scham, or Dapiafcus, 
who hath the feven following fangiacs, orTub-governors, 
under him, ftyled, according to the different places of 
pf R|amafcus, who is under 
the bafha of that province i of Jerufalem, or, as the 
Turks call it, Cudfembaric, or Coudfcherif| 3. Aglum ; 
1^. Bahara 5 Scifat; 6> Gaza; 7. Nabolos. Each of 

” 1 Kings, iv. 7, it feq. p jofeph. Antiq. lif). xiv. cap. 1,0. 
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'tficfe has a number uf ziamets, and each 74amet a num- 
ber of timariots under them ; for the better underftand- 
ing of which terms, we fliall refer our readers to Sir Paul 
Bicaut’s account of the Ottoman impire. At prefcnt it 
yill be fufficient to fay of thefe inferior fub-cUvifions, 
under the fangiaff of this diftridl, or fangiacate' of Jeru- 
falem, that it hath nine of the former, and fixteeu of the 
latter clafs. Neither muft the reader imagine thefe fan- 
^iacates, or fub-governments,to beany thing confiderable, 
or the refidence of thefe oiBcers to be places of any note 
or opulence. The former indeed live by oppreflTmg the 
people under them, and extort contributions of every 
thing that comes within their reach, fuch as the pro- 
tection of travellers, merchants, and caravans ; but being 
all under their refpeCtive bafhas, who are ftill more grip- 
ing than their underlings, they are commonly fleeced of 
fomc confiderable part of their unjuft gains. As for the 
places of their refidence, except it be Jiere-and-thexe one in 
a confiderable city, as at Damafeus and Jerufakm, the reft 
are either fome old cities, or even inconfiderable villages. 
Before we come to fpeak of the capital divifion between 
the twelve tribes, it will be proper to begin with a general 
dcfcrlption of the whole; and, in order to avoid needlefs 
repetitions, to give an account of the principal mountains, 
feas, riveis, lakes, defer ts, and plains, that belong to this 
country. 

We begin with the mountains; the higheft and moft 
confiderable of which are thofe of Lebanon, fo often ce- 
lebrated in Holy Writ, efpecially in the poetic books of 
it, and by other authors, ancient and modern^ under the 
names of Libanusand Antlllbanus. As that famed chain 
is equally a boundary to Syria and Paleftine, and might 
confequently be placed under either, we have chofen to 
fpeak of it here, as, on the one hand, it is placed by 
Jerom, Theodoret, and many other ancient writers, ip 
the Land ofPromlfe, or Paleftine ; and, on the other, as ft 

, makes in many refpeCis a confiderable figure in the Jewifti 
hiftory, particularly on account of tbeprodigious number of 
its cedars, that contributed fo much tpibc ornament of the 
Jewifti temple and metropolis.; fo tfi^t both, as well as 
Solomon’s ftately palace, are, ip fome of the prophets aftd 
Canticles, called by the njime of ^banon^. Thefe moui^ 
tains, with refpeft to their lextent, Equation, and the re- 

' See, among other places, Zec. 1 l*r< xl. ^z. JCzek. xvii. 3. 
I Kings, vii, », Cantic. vii. 4. 
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lation they bear to each other, have been but imperfeft/y 
known by the ancients j and, till of late, but obfeureJy 
deferibed by the moderns. 

Lebanon, or, as it is latinized, Libanus, had its name 
from the Hebrew LaLan, on account of^ the whitenefs of 
its fummits, which appear covered with fnow a great part 
of the year. Some indeed affedl to derive it from the 
Greek Itb^nos, ankincenfe but they Ihould firft prove, 
as Reland juftly obferves, that cither that, or any fuch 
aromatic gum grew here. As for the Antilebanon, it 
hath its name from its fuppofed running in a kind of pa- 
rallel oppofition to the other. *St. Jerom, fpeaking of Li- 
banus, fays, it is by far the lofticft hill in all the Land of 
Promife, as well as the moft woody, and thick-fet y. And 
another ancient ftyles it the highefl of all Paleftiiie®. But, 
to be a little more particular : 

It is computed about one hundred leagues in compafs, 
and hath Mefopotamia on the eaft, Armenia on the north, 
Paleftine on the fouth, and the Mediterranean on the weft. 
It confifts of four ridges of mountains, which rife, one 
above the other: the firft of thefe is very fertile in grain 
and fruit ; the fecond as barren and rocky, producing 
nothing but briers and thorns; the third, though ftill 
higher, is faid to enjoy a conftant verdure and Spring ; 
its gardens and orchards producing fuch a variety of fruity 
herbs, &c. that it hath been ftyled an earthly paradife : 
the laft and lofticft is uninhabitable, by reafoii of its ex- 
ceflive coldnefs, being covered with deep fnows almoft 
all the years It is moftly inhabited by the Maronites 
below, and by the wild Arabs, called Amadeah, of the 
fca of Hali, every where clfe, but on the top. There 
are feveral churches, convents, and chupels on it, and ca- 
verns cut into the rock. The monks that inhabit it are 
very^or, but courteous to travellers, from whom they 
expert feme token of beneficence. The convent or 
ccenobium, where the Maronitc patriarch refides, lies 
almolt in a bottom ; the defeent to it is very fteep, narr 
row, and winding, and it has but that one avenue, which 
makes It fo much the fafer, as well as more retired. It 
chiefly confifts of fundfy grotts, cut into the rock ; of 
which the church is one of the largeft. . A river, which 
empties itfelf at Tripoli, runs a little below it, and fup- 
plics It with water. Near thegrott of St. Marina, who 


r Com. in Zech. cap. ijt, 
‘ Calmer, fub yoc. 


* Theodoret. in Pf. 
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IS reported to have lived here as an hermit, in man's 
cioathsi are fome vines, which afford excellent wine, and Vmtt. 
fine young mulberry-trees, as well as cedars, and other 
curiofities 

Several confiderable rivers have their fourcc in this Riverj» 
mountain; namefy, the Jordan, Rocham, Nahar-Roflian, 
and Nahar-Cadicha j the firfl of which runs through Pa- 
iefline, and will be fpoken of in its place. Befides thefe, 
are feveral others, of a leffer ftream, that run between the 
valleys ; particularly that of Abouali, which flows down 
into the Romantic Valley, fo called, becaiife furrounded 
on all fides Mnth high rocks. This river runs with a rapid 
-courfe, and great noife, and is fo covered with trees, that 
it is hardly to be fecn. Thefe rivers, rufhmg down from 
fuch heights, form feveral beautiful cafeades, like thofe Cafcadn. 
of the Nile. Some ancient fathers, as St. Jerom, andEufe- 
bius, have deferibed the Libanus and Antilibanus as one 
continued ridge, winding about in the form of an horfe- itmding, 
fhoe, which begins about three or four leagues from the 
Mediterranean, a little above Smyrna, and, running 
fouthward towards Sidon, takes an eaftern courfe to- 
wards Damafeusj bending thence northward, towards 
Laodicca Cahiofa The weftern ridge is what is properly- 
called Libanus, as the eaftern is Antilibanus, and the hol- 
low between Ccclefyria. This mountain has been, and is 
ftill, to this day, a place of retreat and refuge for valt 
numbers of robbers, and other defperate people. 

The next in dignity, for height, is Mount Hermon, Hermati 
which, like Lebanon, appears capped with fnow. It 
was once famed for an ancient temple held in great vcne<- 
ration, and much reforted to, by the fuperftitious heathens 
from all the neighbouring countries; and in the Pfalms, 
for its refrefhing dews which defeended on the adjoin- 
ing mount of Sion. St. Jerom tells us, that it was above 
the Paneas ; that its fnow was carried to Tyre and Sidon, 
to be ufed in cooling liquors ; and the Chaldees and Sama- 
• ritans ftyle it the Mount of Snow, 

Mount Tabor', whofe fituation is better known, and 
helps to fix that of the former, hath its name from the 
Hebrew Thahur^ which fignifies the iww/, on account of 
its eminent form, and riling, as it were, from a plain, but 

^ Pococke’§ Deferip. of the Eaft, p- 104, & feq. f Hieron, 
loc. Hebr. in voc. Antiiib. Eufeb* Onomafl. in Liban, ^ Plat. 

;:xxxiii. 3. Pococke, vol. ii. p. 74« Calmet & al, » Pf* 

l^xxix. la, 
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was ^Ifo called Mons Atabyrju^^ J,tjijbynum, on 
count of a city of that name jbuijt upp^ Jt ff), and men- 
lioned by Polybius ^ 7 "be mountain is jultly admired for 
its beauty, regularity, fertility, and conftant verdure, as 
well as for its fitu^tion in the midft pf a large plain, at a 
diflance from any other hill. JofepJius.' defcribes it^, as 
being thirty ftadia or furlongs high, with 9 plain on the 
top about twenty-fix ftadia in compafs, furrounded with 
walls, and inacceflible on thp north fide(U). fie like- 
Cify ofita- wife hints at a city (landing; within that inclofpre, whe^ 
i^rium. be fpeaks of his having inclofed it with walls forty days; 

during which, the inhabitants had none but rain water, 
fie adds, that it is fttuate between the great plain and 
Scythopolis; j^hlch plain cannot be underftood of that of 
jefreel, or Efdraelon, but of another fpacious valley, at 
the foot of Mount Carmel, which extends around three 
Tides of it; viz. north, fouth, and eaft. But wh^t hat^ 
rendered this mountain moil venerable, is its being the 
Ckriji feene of our Lord’s transfiguration**; on which account, 
transfix It hath been reforted to, with great devotion, by Qirif- 

gured. ^ 

Fertility, The accounts which authors give, both of its ancient 
^nd jraodetn ftat;e, differ extremely from one another. 

f Lib. V. cap. 70, fle alib. f Ant. lib. iv. cap, a. &: de Bell, 

lib V. h Matt. xvii. paflim, Mark ix. 1, Sc feq, Luke ix. 
18. a Peter i. 18, 

(T) Hence we find, in Tome not, who computed its height 
medals, Jupiter is ftyled Ata- to be rather lefs than half a 
byriua ; though there wem To league. The latter adds, that 
many cities of that name, foine of his company went up 
ip Rhodw, Sicily, Phmnice, to it on horfebaeje : from which 
Periia, &c, that h is ppt eafy it plainly appears, that the 
to prove from which of them acclivity of it; is not quite fo 
he had that furname. The abrupt as is commonly fuppof- 
tiame Atabyr, pr Atabur, pro- ed from its form of a (ugar- 
perly fignifics a place of good leaf. 

T'll- / . very* 

(U) This account of its fpot on which that glorious 
height, and extent, is, hojv- tranfaftion was wrought, is 
ever, much difputed by feme juftiy doubted by many, on 

J (cy^l accounts J oijc of which 

confidered perpendicularly or is, that this hill is not once 
pW^qely ; par^cidar|y ,by mentioned by name either by 
Maundrell, ^0 that eyangelifts, br by St. Peter, 

he got up to thetoDckf itifl ^h«n he fpcat of the transfi- 

than an hour; and by Thevc- guration. 

The 
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* The laft p chiton who ha^ written of it from his own ob- 
feiration tell us, that it ftill retains its furprifing verdure 
and fertility, and enjoys one of the nobleft profpeiffs that 
can be imagined, efpecially of many places famed in 
Satred Writj fujh as the hills of Samaria and Engadi on 
thefoiith; on the eaft and north-caft thofe of Gilboah 
and Hermon ; and at the foot of it, the cities of Naim 
and Endor ; On the fouth-weft, Mount Carmel. One has 
likeWife here a view of the fea of Tiberias, the town of 
^aphet, fitiiate on a very high mountain, befides that of 
the large plain it Commands all around. There are ftill 
fbrrie remains of the wall built by Jofephus rOund the 
top, and fdrtie of the gates ; and on the eaft part, thofe 
of a ftroiig caftk; within the cinfture of which are three 
altats, in methoty of the three tabernacles which St. Peter 
in his extafy pfopofed to buiJd^ and where the Latin 
fathers celebrate divine fervice on the feaft of the Transfi- 
guration. Oh the fide of a hill is fhewn a church, in a 
grott, where they fay Chrift retired, to charge his difciples 
not to fpeak of his transfig ui^ribn till after his refureflion. 
This is all that is now to be feen on this hiii ; biit we are 
told that there was a magnifibent church, built by the 
e’mprefs Helena, which was a cathedral when the town 
was a bifhop's fee ; as likewife a convent of Benedictines ; 
and, on another part, one of the BafiHans, where the 
Greeks likewife perform divine fervice on the feftival 
above mentioned 

The next mountain in dignity is Carmel, which ftands 
on the fkirts bf the fea, and is the ihoft rematkable head- 
land on all the coaft. It extends eaftward from the fea 
as far as the plain of jefreel, lately mentioned, and from 
the bay of its name, quite to Caefarea on the fouth. It 
feems to haye been fo called on account of its fer- 
tility (Y). Carmel is the name of the mountain, and of a 
city built on it^ and of a heathen deity worfhipped in 
it (Z), biit without either temple or ftatUe ^ \ though fomo 

^Pococke, ubi Aipra, p. 64, tnd Maundrell, &c, r Tacit* 

Bift. lib. ii. cap. 78. 

(Y) The word Carmd, ac- tile, particularly on the top. 
cording to the Hebrew import, (Z) Wc aife told this place 
the rifim QfGodf and is was called by the Greeks 
conftantly uftdin the prophetic or perhaps ra- 

books, to fignhy a fruitful ther, "Opr mri »fpi A*oc, thi 
or any place planted with /MMnt&iH ami tem/de of 
fruit-trees and this efpecially, piitrk 
wc are told^ was vciy fei> 
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temple there muft have been on it, fince Tamblichua teffo 
us this place was thefavouilte retreat of Pythagoras, who 
fpent a good deal of time alone in the temple But 
what hath rendered it celebrated and rfevered, both by 
Therefi~ Jews and Chriftians, is its having been the refidence of 

ttence of Elijah, who is fuppofed to have lived in ‘a cave, which is 

there fhewn, before he was taken up into heaven ; as it 
was alfo the feene where that great prophet called for a 
miraculous fire from heaven, which confumed the divine 
facrifice, convincing the Ifraelites of their folly in he- 
fitating between their God and Baal On this account 
the Chriftians began, from the earlieft ages, to fhew a 
more than ordinary veneration for it (A) ; and both the 
mountain and cave of Elias, as well as the place where 
they fay his garden was, are vifited and reverenced not 
only by Chriftians and Jews, but alfo by the Mahom- 
medans h 

Jfwff/ 0/;- But that which claims our chief regard is Mount 
w/. Olivet, or the Mount of Olives (B), which ftands about a 

mile diftant from Jerufalcm, and commands the profpe£l: 
of the whole city, from which it is parted by the brook 
Kidron, and the valley of Jehofliaphat. It is not a fingle 
Itsthrtt hill, but rather part of a Jong ridge, with three (or, ac-^ 

fummits, cording to Pococke, four) heads, or fummits, extending 

from north to fouth ; the middlenioft of which is that, 

B In Vit. Fythagor, ^ i Kings, xviii. pafTim. ^Maun- 
drell, Pococke, &c. 

(A) We are likewife told (B) It was originally called, 
that there was a church and by the Jews, the Mount of* 
monaftery erefted onitin fome Undhon, on account of ther 
of^ the early ages of Chrifti- great c^uantities of oil that were 
anity, and that it having been, made from the olives that grew 
by length of time, and the upon it ; but when SDlomon 
fu^ ot its enemies, almoft had once defiled it, by eredfing 
deftroyed, a new one was after- fundry temples to the gods of 
wards crefled by the zeal of the Ammonites, Moabites, flee, 
a Calabrian prieft ; who, upon in coniplaifance to his ftrangc 
fome revelation, whether pre- wives, they then changed the 
tended or real, gathered about name of it by a fmalTaitera-* 
ten more, and with them be- tion of the letters, that is, 
gan to retrieve the veneration of into 

of the place j and hence arofe into another which ligni- 
the orcler vf the Carmelites, fies the Mount of Corruption^ 
fince Jpread through all the DefruBion^ or Offence^ How- 
Roman catholic countries, and ever, the Greeks have retained 
of whom there are Hill *a ccc- its ancient one, of^O;®? 
tain number, who Eve ift tbi? or *'Opos jS, tf 

stneient mcmafteiy, OUihs* 
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from the top of which our Saviour afcende^ up into 
heaven (C) ; it hath a fmall round church built over it. 

The fecond, towards the fouth, is that called the Mount 
of CorruptioHi or Offence^ The third, to the northward, 
which is the higheft of all, and hands about two fur- 
longs from the »iiddlemoft, is that which was moil com- 
monly ftyled the Mount of Galilee. Here are alfo lliewii 
many places mentioned in the Gofpel ; fuch as that where 
Chrill mounted the afs ; where he wept over Jerufalem,. 

&:c. Thefe are (till vifited by multitudes of Chriftians of 
all forts ; though the Latins have the pofleflion of them, 
and perform the particular ceremonies that belong to each 
refpeftive place (D). 

Mount Calvary, alias Golgotha, is another mountain in Mount Ok 
this land, held in the greateft veneration, as the feene of 
our Saviour’s crucifixion. It acquired rhofe two names 
probably from its roundnefs, or refemblance to a human 
fltull ; though fame have fetched the etymon farther than 
we dare to warrant (E) \ and ftood anciently without the 
walls of the city, being the place where the criminals 
ufed to be put to death, according to the Mofaic law’. 

But the Roman emperor Adrian having ordered the city 
to be rebuilt a little to the northward of its former 
fituation, Mount Calvary was enclofcd within the walls. 

1 Vide Hebr. ult. ver. ii. 


(C) Here was formerly a 
magnificent church, built by 
ihc emprefs Helena, in me- 
mory of Chrift’s afeenfion ; but 
all that remains of it is only a 
Gothic oftagonal cupola, about 
eight yards in diarhetcr. The 
Latins have here two altars ; 
and the Greeks, Copts, and 
Armenians, one each, on which 
they fay mafs ; but all forts of 
Chrifiians have free accefs to 
the place all the year round, 
upon paying a certain caphar.. 
Every facred place they Ihew 
upon this mouncaiu has either 
a church, chapel, or oratory, 
to feed the devotion of pilgrims, 
and the indigence of the monks 
that refide upon the foot. 

(D) Thus, for inltaiicc, on 


Palm-Sunclay, the monks and 
priefis attend their fimerior 
from the place where Chrlft, 
mounted on an afs, proceeded 
to Jerufalem, He is drefled in 
his pontifical habit, mounted 
alfo on an afs, and accom- 
panied by crouds of fpedlators, 
who cut down and ftrew 
branches before him, and 
make the air refound with 
their hofannas. Maundrell, 
Pocockc, 

(E) The common tradition 
was, that the name of Golgo- 
tha, which, in Syriac, fignifica 
a fluU^ was given to this moun- 
tain, on account of Adam’s 
head, fuppofed to have been 
buried, hgre by Shem the fon 
of Noah, 

Conftantine 
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Conftantine erefted a' magnificint chtirch over it, aiid it 
ha^ continued a place or aff great veWrationr among the 
Chfiftlans, as ever the temple was ahioiig the Jews, 

Mount Moriah, oh which the famed temple of Solomon' 
was built®, ftands fouth-eaft of Calvary, having Millo on 
the weft, fo called from the filling up of that deep valley, 
in order to raife it to a level with the reft. It is com- 
monly thought that on this mount Abraham was' com- 
manded to facrifice his fon Ifaac ; though that notion is 
not without fome difficulties. The Samaritans, by read- 
ing its name in Genefis ® Moreh, inftead of Moriah, have 
taken occafion to affirm, that it was on Mount Gerizzim, 
near Sechem and Moreh, that God diredlcd the patriarch 
to make this facrifice. 

Mount Gihon flood weft of Jerufalem, and at a fmaller 
diftance than Calvary, viz. about two furlongs from Beth- 
lehem^s gate. It was here that Solomon was anointed 
king by the prophet Nathan and Zadock the high prieft®. 
There was a celebrated pool of that name upon it, th^ 
water of which kingHezelciah caufed to bt brought by aii 
aqueduft into the city. It Is ftill a ftately bafon, one 
hundred and fix paces long, and fixty-feven broad, lined 
with a wall of plaifter, and well itbrcd with water p (F). 

We 

m 2 Chron.iii, I. a Conf. Geuef. xii. 6. & xii. %. 

« I Kings, i. 33. & fcq. P Maundrell. Sec alfo 2 Chron. 

xxxii. 30. 


tf/ the Jews 


(F) The other mountains iu 
Paleftinc, worth mentioning, 
are Mount Garizzim, on 
which Hood the Samaritan 
temple j and Mount Ebal, or 
Hisbal, oppofite to it; both 
near the city of Shechcm, 
Thefe two ate parted only by 
a narrow valley of about two 
hundred paces; the former 
is very fertile, and the latter 
veiy barren. Mount Engadi, 
near the Lake of Sodom, or 
fhe Dead Sea, famed for its 
fruitful vines^ precious balm, 
and fine palm-trees, pit w^Jch 
account it was alio balled 

S fa^taaon-Thamar, or City of 
aim-trees. Its nahie, Enga'di^ 
imports t\kt.fisumin dfihgoaU 


It was in one of its caverns 
that David fpared the life of 
Saul when hC had him in his 
power, it itooii near the 
mouth of the Jordan, where it 
throws, itfelf into the lake 
above raehritined, not far from 
the city of Jericho, and about 
three hundred furlongs eaft 
from Jerufalem. Mounts A- 
malek and Gkhafh were in the 
tribe of Ephraim ; thelafthad 
a town ahd brook of its name, 
and was near Timnath-Serah, 
where Jofhua was buried- 
■Pilhgah and Nebo, on the 
other fide Jordan, whence Mo- 
fes was allowed to view the 
PromifeiJ Dahd. The raoun- 

tahai of' Giiboah. fimed for 
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We fliall conclude this article of the mountains with oh- 
ferving, that thofe in the kingdom of Judah moftly Hand 
fouthwardj towards the land of Edom ; but thofe of the 
kingdom of Ifrael are interfperfed within the country. 

From thefe we are naturally led down to the valleys; 
but we fliall forbAr entering into too nice a difquifition 
of what were really fuch, and what might be more pro- 
perly called plains, but content ourfelves with mention- 
ing fome of the moft celebrated : thefe are, 

I. The Valley ofBlefling, in the Hebrew, theValley of 
Berakhah, in the tribe of Judah, on the weft fide of the 
lake of Sodom (F), and in the wildernefs of Tekoah“. 
2. The Vale of Siddim, or Haflidim, famed for the over- 
throw of Chedorlaomer and his confederate kings and 
for the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah (G), which were 
here confumed with fire from heaven, as we have related 
elfewhere. 3. The Valley of Shaveh, or Royal Valley, 
and King’s Dale ; named Shaveh from a city of that name 
that flood in it. This is the place where the king of 
Sodom met vidlorious Abraham, after the defeat of 
the confederate kings. 4. The Vale of Salt, famed 
for the overthrow of the Edomites by David (H) and 
Amaziah 5. The valley of Jefreel, or Efdraelon, or the 

®Sce z Chron. xx. 16, * Genef. xiv. z. Sc feq, y_z Sam, 

viii. 13. z Kings, xiv. 7. 

the defeat of Saul and Jona- 
than, flood, according to Eu- 
feblus and St- Jerom, about 
fix miles from Beth-Shcan, or 
Scythopolis. Laflly, the 
mountain of Gilead, fo called 
from the monuments reared 
upon it by Jacob and Laban, 
flands to the eaflward of the 
Jordan, and parted the two 
tribes and half, on that fide, 
from Arabia Deferta. It ex- 
tends from Lebanon, on the 
north, to the kingdom of the 
Amorites, which was ceded to 
the tribe of Reuben ; fo that it 
mull: have a length of above 
feventy leagues from north to 
fouth. This mountain, or 

(1) Vide Jofepb. Antiq, lib. ix, Judg. Jofli. Numb. Eufeb. in 
voce Galand. & Jerciniaht (z) See Calroet, in voc, Save. 

VoL». n, F Large 


rather chain of hills, was much 
celebrated for its excellent 
balm (1). 

(F) So flyled from a fignal 
victory which God granted to 
the good king Jehpfliaphat 
over the combined forces of 
the Moabites, Ammonites, and 
Edomites. 

(G) This valley is alfo 
called the Woody Valley, the 
Valley of Pitch, Lime, and 
Salt, and is the place which 
forms now' the lake Afphaltites. 

(H) It is commonly placed 
in the land of Edom, eaft of 
the lake of Sodom, between 
Tadmor and Bozrah (2). 




Vallejt, 


Falley of 
BleJ/ifig, 

Sff. 
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Large or Great Field, in which ftood the city of the fame 
name, famed for the death of Jezebel, the idolatrous 
wife of Ahab. 'Fhe towm Hood about ten miles diftant 
from bcythopolis. 6. The Valley of Mamre, or Mambre, 
fo called from the owner of it, an Amorite, in alliance 
with Abraham, and for the oak of that name under 
which the patriarchf dwelt (K). 7. The vale of Rephaim, 

or of the Titans and giants (L), whofc fituation, near the 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin, makes it doubtful in which 
of thofe two it was. Jofima, however, mentions it as 
one of the boundaries of the former)", and it plainly appears 
to have been pretty near the city of Jerufalem. 8. The 
Vale of Jeholhaphat is mentioned but once in Scripture^; 
and is, Jay fome, placed in Jerufalem *, and by others in 
the neighbourhood of that city Some there are who 
think it the fame with the Valley of Berakhah, mentionetf 
a little higher; and that it had both names on account of 
the vitlory gained by Jchofhaphat in that valley ^ 9. The 
Valley of Hinnom, near the walls of the city of Jerufalem, 
infamous for the fuperftitions and bloody rites performed 
there in ancient times. 10. The Valley of Zeboim, fo 
named from one of the four cities which perifhed with 
Sodom near the Dead Sea. The town, however, 
leems to have been rebuilt fome where in the neighbour- 
hood, fince we find it mentioned after the return from the 
B.ihylonifli captivity ^ 11. The Valley of Achor, near 

Jericlro, fo called from the trouble which Achan brought 
on the IfraLditilh holt by his facrilege ; and for his being 
put to death in this place ^ 12. Ihe Valley of Bochim, 

pr of the mouruers, or weepers, fo denominated from 
the univerfal mourning and weeping which the Ifraelites 
made there, on account of the dreadful mefl'age they 
received from God, for their difobcdience to his com- 

y Jofli. XV. 8, Jcviii. 1 6. * Joel iii, 7. and 11. ^ Beda de Loc, 

Biecard. & al. phir. H.'viil. Alex, in Joel iii. ^Aben- 
ezra, (Sc al. d 1 S;un. xiii. 18, & al, e Nehem. xi. 34. 

f Jufh. vii. ID — 16. 

(K) This oak, or as fume tertaining the three heavenly 
TerliouB render it, terebinih- viliturs under it. 
yee, Hood about fifteen miles (L) This valley was famed 
from Hebron, and twenty-five by fufhua, and, in the reigns 
lioin Jerulalem ; and was re- of David and his fuccefl'ors, 
forced to, and held in great under the name of Rephaini, 
veneration, uot only by the which it had from a race oi 
Jews, but by the Chrillians, giants, ancient inhabitants ol 
on HccoLint of Abrabam’s en- Canaan. 


munds, 
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mands, with regard to the nations they hail inv.Klud 
It is commonly fuppofed to have been at fome fmall dlf- 
tance from Jerufalem. 13. Thelad worth mentioning is 
the Valley of Elah (M), famous for the defeat and death 
of Goliath by David, and for the vi£lory which the 
Ifraelites obtaineij againft the Philiftines 

There were likewife feveral noted plains in this coun- T/ie great 
try, particularly that through the midit of which the river ptain, 
Jordan runs ; which is computed about one hundred ami 
lifty miles in length, extending northward, according to 
Jolephus, from the city of Scythopolis, on the fea of 
Tiberias, quite to the Afphaltite lake ^ A great part of 
this large tra6t is denominated in the New Teftament, 
the land,” or region, “.about Jordan j” otherwile 
“the wilderncfs of Jordan There is another llylcd Plain of 
the great plain of Efdraelon, or great plain, and valley 
of Jezreel, the fields of Efdrela, and the plain of Le- 
gion ^ the firft of which names it acquired from the 
capital city Jezreel, or Efdraelon, and extended from Scy- 
thopolis to Mount Carmel Befides thefe two, which 
are the moft remarkable plains in all Paleftine, we may 
add, that the whole coaft from Mount Carmel down to 
the fouthernmoft borders of it, towards Idumaea, is plain 
level ground, excepting here and there fome fmall and 
gentle hills, or fandy heaps. This great extent, however. 

Was not all known or called by the fame name after the 
fecond temple^ for the northern part of it, from Joppa 
to Csefarea, and no farther, was called Sharon, Saron, or 
Sarona, very fertile in paflure grounds 5 in which, Mr. OfS/iaron, 
Pveland thinks the Gadites fed their numerous herds 
and flocks. The fouthern part of it was called Sephelah, Stphelah. 
or the Plain, and extended weltward and fouthward of 

^ Jinlg. ii. I, k feq. ^ i Swim, xvii. * k feq. ^ Antiq. lib. vi. 
cap. ii, f Coinp, Matt, iii. 5, Mark i. 4. and Luke iii. 3, 

C Vide Rcland, ubi fupra, cap. 55. * Eufeb. in Voc. Jezreel k 

Erdrcla. * Jofeph. Beh JuL lib. iv. cap. z. Rcland, ubi 

fupra. 

(M) The word Elah is, by iu Scripture; fuch as that of 
the Septuagint and Vulgate, Efhcol, or of the bunch of 
rendered a terclbith-tree^ and grapes, lying fouth of the Pro- 
this the Valley of the Tere- mifed Land ; thofe of Ajalon, 
binth. Others tranllate it an Sorec, Jephthael, Gad, ic. fo 
We omit the defeription named from their chief cities, 
of many other vallics mentioned 

F % 
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Jtric/iC, 
and rofi 
Jerich^^ 

its balm-flirub, as well as for its famed rofc and rofe-tree, 
with which the whole plain was faid to be almoft covered. 
Several wonderful virtues arc, withoUt any foundation^ 
attributed to it by authors, and by the inhabitants of thofe 
plains; one property of it^ however, is certain, even 
after it is dry and withered, if put into water, it will 
blow, and appear in full bloom ; and, being taken out, 
contraft again, at any fcafon in the year(N). Other 
plains here are too inconfiderable to be mentioned. 

Dtferts. We find a great many deferts and wildernefTes in this 
country, mentioned in the facred books ; which are not, 
however, to be underflood as places quite barren, defti- 
tute, or uninhabited : divers of thefe wildernefTes con- 
tained cities and villages rich and well peopled ; indeed, 
almoft every city had fome defert, according to the Scrip-^ 
ture idiom, belonging to it, for pafturc ; fo that the word 
commonly meant no more than a land, or tra6l, that 
bore neither corn, wine, nor oil, but was left to the 
fpontaneous produ£lion of nature (O). Accordingly we 
find in the defert of Judah, where the Baptift preached, 
no lefs than fix cities, befides villages; namely, Bctha- 
barah, Middin, Secanah, Nibfhan, the city of Salt, and 
that of Engadi. We have not room to dwell on a de- 
fcription of all thofe deferts, but fhall only mention fome 


Eleutheropolis The plain of Jericho, though rathef a 
part of the Great Plain, properly fo called, is likewife 
much celebrated in Scripture for its fine palm-trees, and 


s Rdand, 

(N) The fhruh that bears it 
is fomewhat like our alder, and 
Ihoots its flowers in great 
bunches, which, at firff, are 
of a reddifh colour, but, by 
degrees, grow whiter. It is 
nor peculiar, however, to this 
plain, there being likewife 
found ^rcat quantities in Ara- 
bia, borne later writers, how'- 
cver, tell us, that the palm- 
trees are now much ' more 
fcarce, and the fruit fliort of 
what they were ; and the rofe- 
tree we are mentioning fcarce 

(i) Shaw. 


ubi filpra. 

to be feen in all that plain ( i ) . 

(O) Mr, Rclaiid hath fully 
Ihewn, that the Hebrew word 
viidhar^ W'hich the Greeks 
rendered and the Latins, 

defertum and f)litudo, beiiT no 
analogy to each other ; and 
that the louncr were fet afidc 
for feeding ot flocks, vvhilft 
the cultivated lands were ftyled 
plains, vallies, and thofe that 
excelled in fecundity, were 
dlflinguiflicd by fome proper 
epithets, or even names of 
that import, 

Pococke. 

of 
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of ^lie moll noted ; namely, Arnon, in which runs the 
river of that name through the land of Gilead ; Ziph, 
where David hid himfclf ; Cadefli, near Cadefli-Barneah, 
on the fouth fide of Judah, mentioned as the place where 
Mofes and Aaron were punilhed forfmitiiig the rock, and 
where their filler iJied ■, the defert of Mahon, or Maon, 
on the borders of Judah, on the fouth of Jefliimon. Hither 
alfo did David retire from the fury of Saul. Thofe of 
Tekoah, Bezer, Bozor or Bozra, Gibeon or Gabaa, and 
others of lefs note, were likewife denominated from the 
cities they belonged to, and have nothing worth farther 
notice, except that the laft of thefe is mentioned by Jo- 
fephus, as well as all the mountainous traQ from Jericho 
to Scythopolis, as quite barren and uninhabited ; includ- 
ing under the fame chara£ler, maft of the fpace along the 
Jordan, from the fea of Tiberias to the Afphaltite lake. 
The great number of thefe deferts, in a country of fuch 
inconfiderable extent, render the account o/ its fertility 
and population very extraordinary. 

Paleftine alfo produced fome woods or forefts, men- 
tioned in holy w^rit, fuch as thofe of Hareth in the tribe 
of Judah, to which David withdrew from Saul ; of 
Ephraim, where Abfalom received the due reward of his 
unnatural rebellion. This ftood on the other fide of Jor- 
dan, not far from Mahanaim, where David abode while 
the battle was fought ; that of Lebanon, where Solomon 
built a fumptuous palace, fo called, in all probability, on 
account of the many ftately trees with which it was 
fliaded (P) ; the foreft of Beth-el, fuppofed to have llooij 
near the city of that name, whence the two fhe-bears 
came, and devoured the children that infulted the pro- 
phet Eliflia. Others, of lefs note, we pafs over, to come 
to the feas, lakes, and rivers of the country*. 

We begin with the feas ; of which there are com- 
monly reckoned five ( Q^) ; viz. the Mediterranean, called 

* Vidfc Sam. Kings, & Bib. Sacr, pafllm. 

(P) Some authors have kept in the hall of this palace, 
placed this palace in the moun- ( Q^) The Hebrews gave the 
tains of Lebanon, properly fo name or fea, not only 

called; whereas it Is much to thofe properly fo called, as 
more probable, that it flood in the Medi terra neap and Red 
or near Jerufalem ; witnefs Sea, but alfo to lakes, and 
the three hundred golden other large pools. They even 
llilclds which were carried be- beftowed that name on fome 
fore that monarch, expreflly large rivers, fuch as the Nile, 
Lid to have been conflantly Euphrates, Tigris, &:c. 
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by the facrecl writers the Great Sea. 2. The Dead Sea, 
or Lake of Sodom. 3. The Sea of Tiberias. 4. Ulie Sa- 
ynachonite Sea, or Lake. And, 5. The Sea of Jazer^j 
which laft was but a fmall Jake near the city of that name \ 
fo that only the firft of them '*deferved the appelJation* 
The Dead Sea, called alfo, from its fituation, the Eaft 
Sea, the Salt iSca, the Sea of Sodom, the Sea of the De-. 
fert, and Sea of the Plain, by the facred writings ; and, 
by other authors, the Afphaltite Lake, on account of the 
vail quantities of that bitumen, which is thrown up by its 
waves, and cafl upon the fliore (Z). Many particulars 
have been fa id and wTitten of this famous lake, fiich as 
that it arofe from the fubmcrfion of the vale of Siddim, 
where once Hood, as is commonly reported, the three 
cities wliich pcriflicd in tiie miraculous conilagration, 
with thofe of Sodom and Gomorrah (A) ; that the waters 
Tif it are fo impregnated wdth fait, fulphur, and bitumen, 
llrat nothing would fink or live in it j and that it call 
filth ftench and fmokc, that the very birds died in at- 
tempting to fly over it. We llkewifc read of apples that 
grew about it, fair without, but bitter to the tafte and 
idled with afhes, confiderecl as a farther monument of 
God’s indignation. Mention has alfo been made of the 
ruins of the five cities Hill to be feen in clear w^eather : 
all thefe furprifing circumHaiices, though fo long received 

K Jerein, xlviii. 3a. 


(Z) The name of Dead Sea 
is not to be Jnund in the facred 
vvi'iiings, hut hath been given 
to Ir, becaufc no creature will 
live in ir, on account of its cx- 
crfTive faltnefs, or rather bitu- 
minous quality ; for the Hc- 
luews rank fuljdinr, nitre, and 
bitumen, under the general 
name of fait. However, foine 
late travellers have found caufe 
to fufpeiH the common report ; 
one ot them having obferved 
two or three fliells of fifh 
among the pebbles on the 
fhore, fuppofed to have been 
thrown up by the waves, at 
two hours dillance from the 
piputli pf the Jordan. 1 he 


Arabians gather the bitumen, 
and put it to all the ufes of 
common pitch. 

(A) Thence called Penta- 
polis. Stra’ o, however, on 
the authority of an ancient 
and received tradition, reckon-* 
cd up thirteen of them, of 
which Sodom was the capital ; 
and adds, that they were over- 
thrown by a violent earth- 
quake, oecafioned by fubter- 
raneous fire, that threw up 
this great and fulphureous lake, 
in which all thofe cities were 
fwallowed up, Jofephus af- 
fures us likewife, that, on the 
overthrow of Sodom, this vale 
became the Lake Afphaltites. 


^imong 
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^imong Chriftians, have been exploded by the teftimony 
of very credible udtnelTes ; therefore we muft give them 
lip as pious inventions, unlefs we will fuppole the f.iee 
and nature of all chcfe things to have been entirely 
changed (13). With refpecl: to the fituation of the Pen- 
tapolis, on the fime fpotV^here the lake now lies, Mr. 

Reland is the firfh that hath attempted to confute it from 
Scripture. As to the conftant fmoke afeending from the 
lake, its changing the colour of its waters three times a 
day, fo confidently affirmed by Jofephus, and other an- 
cients, and confirmed by Prince Radziville, and other 
moderns who pretend to have been eye-witnefl'cs of this 
phainomenon, it is now vaniflied and difpellcd by others 
of more modern date, and, at lead, of equal camlour. 

The water, though clear, is fo impregnated with fait, 
that thofe that dive in it, come out covered with a kind 
of brine ^ One remarkable property of this lake, is, that No d\fw 
though it receives the Jordan, the brooks of Jabok, Ki- ^tiarge of 
flion, Arnon, and other fprings, wdiicli rufii down from waters. 
the adjacent mountains, yet it never overflows. The 
common opinion is, that it has fome fubteiraneoiis vent, 
either into thclMediterranean ortheP^cd ,Sea but, there is 
no neeelTity for having recourfe to this fuppofitit)n, inaf- 
much as it may be kept within bounds, like the Meiliter- 
ranean and Cafpian Seas, by the foie cxpence of evapora- 
tion. It is Inclofed on the call and well with exceeding 
high mountains-, on the north, the plain of Jericho; or, 
if we take in both Tides of the Jordan, the Great Plain, 
properly fo cvilJed, on the fouth, extends beyond the reach 
of the eye. Jofephus gives this lake ’five hundred and 
eighty furlongs in length, from the mouth of the Jortiau 
to the .tovan of Segor on the oppofite end, that is, about 
twenty-two leagues, and about an hundred and fifty fur- 
longs or five leagues, in its largell breadth ‘ ; but our mo- 
dern accounts make ic no more than twenty-four miles in 
length, and fix or feveii in breadth. On the weft fide of* 
it is a kind of promontory, where they pretend to lliew 
the remains of LoPs metamorphofed wife. Jofeplius fays^ 

^ jufe-ph. Bell. Jud. lib. v. cap, 5. Radz. ubi fupra. l Galen. 

Dclci ipt. MeiiiL'Hin. Salull. cap, ly. Pocockc. Relaiid, 

ubi iupra. 1 Antiq, lib. viii. cap. 2. Pe Bell. lib. iv, cap. 14.. 

(E) With refpefl to its fait, about the fhore, which they 
^he Arabs make quantities of it fill with that water, and leave 
^roiTi that Jake, in large pits to bccryAallifed by the fuji. 
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it was dill ftanding in his time *, but, when prince Rad- 
ziville inquired after it, they told him, there was no fuch 
fait pillar or ftatue to be feen in all that part. However, 
they have found means, about a century after him, to re- 
cover, as they pretended to afl'ure Mr. Maundrell, a block or 
Sea of TV- flump of it, which may in tim^ grow up, with a little art, 
bcnast -j-g ancient bulk ^ 

The fea of Tiberias, or Galilee (C), is, in mod re- 
fpedls, quite oppofite to that of Sodom, being highly 
commended by the Jewifli hidorian, amongft other things, 
for the fweetnefs, coolnefs, and excellency of its water, 
and the abundance and variety of fine fifli. The river Jor- 
dan runs quite through it, and fupplies it with frefli wa- 
ter: and here it was that St. Peter, Andrew, John, and 
James, exercifed their profeflion of fifhermen. Jofephus 
0/Sama- gives it an hundred furlongs in length, and about forty in 
breadth. 

3 . The lake of Samachon, or Amacon, near the city of 
Dan, and the fpring-head of the Jordan, which runs 
quite through it, lies about an hundred furlongs north of 
that of Tiberias. We do not find it once mentioned in 
the Old Teftament, cither by that, or any other appella- 
tion, by which one may conclude it to have been known 
to the facred hiftorians. Its length is computed near fixity 
furlongs, or about feven miles ; and its breadth, thirty 
furlongs, or three miles and an half. But Pococke afl'ures 
us, it is now no more than four in breadth, when broadeft, 
and in other places not above two. As to the lake, it is 
famed only for the thicknefs of its w^ater, from which it is 
fuppofed to have had its name. Jofephus adds, that the 
whole territory about it was full of marlhes and that the 
city of Hazor, where reigned Sabin, one of the kings of 
Canaan, was fcated upon it, as that of Seleucia hath 
fin ce been. We fliall now defcribe the rivers. 

Kiven. Of thefe the Jordan is the moft confiderable, and in- 

deed the only dream that deferves the name. The others, 
though often mentioned under that title, are but brooks, 
or rivulets, in comparifon of that or the Nile, or the Eu- 

> Maundrel, ubi Tupra. 

(C) It had feveral other ter of Genczareth, or Genezar. 
names in the facred writings ; The name of the fea of Ga- 
fuch as Cinnereth, Cinneroth, lilee was given to it on account 
or fea aud lake of Kinnereth, of its being almoft furrounded 
pr Kinjieroth ; the lake or wa- tVith that province. 


phrates. 
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^phratcs. Thefe are the Arnon, Jabbok, and Cheiith, 
bn the other fide Jordan ; the Sorek, Kifhon, Bofor, Be- 
lus, thebrook ofjezreel, which falls into the Jordan near 
Scythopolis, the Nahar-el-farat, and fome others of lets 
note (D). 

Jordan hath ils foured at the famed lake of Pliiala, JorJnn 
about ten miles north of that of Samachon : this origin 
was not fully proved, till Philip the tetrarch made the 
experiment of throwing fome ftraw or chaff into the lake 
which came out at the Panion, or Paneas, where the 
river emerges out of the earth, after having run about 
one hundred and twenty furlongs under ground, d his 
Phiala or Phial, a name commonly given to all other re- 
fervoirs of that kind, is fituate in a moft delightful country, 
fo excellently well adapted for commerce, that marts and 
fairs are held in the places adjacent all the fummer long, 
by the neighbouring inhabitants'*. The origin of the Name. 
name Jordan is varioufly deduced (Ej ; but its dream was 

looked 


^ Sanch. apud Rcland. ubi fupra, lib. j. cap. 41. 


(D) The Arnon hath its 
fource among the mountains of 
Gilead, and runs, at firfi, from 
north to fouth ; thence turn- 
ing from caft to weft, falls into 
the Dead Sea. The Jabbok 
fprings from the fame moun- 
tains, and falls into the Jordan 
a little above the fca of Tibe- 
rias. This river divided the 
country of the Ammonites 
from that of Gaulonitis, and 
the kingdom of Balkan. The 
head ot the Cherith, famed 
only for the prophet Elijah’s 
retreat, is not known ; but it 
falls into the Jordan ’ a little 
below Beth-Shean, or Scytho- 
polis. The Sorek runs through 
the valley of the fame name in 
the tribe of Dan. Kilhon, or 
CifTon, runs through the vale 
of jezreel, fouth of Mount 
Tabor, whence it falls into the 
fea at the port of Acco, or 
Acra, otherwife Ptolemais, It 
is a pretty large river, and 


receives many fprings from 
Mount Carmel, and the plain 
adjacent. Bofor, or Eezor, 
parts the tribes of Judah and 
Simeon, and difeharges irfelf 
into the Mediterranean between 
Gaza, or rather Maj Lima, and 
Anthedun. It is alfo called 
the river or torrent of the dc- 
ferr. Belus, Bel, Beleus, a 
fmall river of Galilee, dif- 
eharges itfelf into the Medi- 
terranean about two furlongs 
from Ptolemais, The lall: ri- 
\er worth mentioning, is called 
Nahar-el-farat, or Nehel-frat, 
that is, the River of the Moufc, 
which hath its fource about a 
league to the north-eall of Jc- 
rufalem. 

(E) Jordan, in Hebrew, 
jarden^ is derived from jarad^ 
defeendit^ or jar den ^ defeenfus^ 
from its rapid defeent through 
that country. The Arabs call 
it Arden, or Harden, or Or- 
douaoDi chePerfiaas, Aerdim ; 
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looked upon as fo confidcrablc, in rcffrcncc to tlic reft wc 
have lately deferibed, tliat it is fometimes ftyletl by way 
of cmphalis. The River *. 

The coiirfe of the Jordan is moftly fouthward, bending 
a few degrees towards the weft. After a run of about 
ten or twelve miles, it pafl'es quite through the Sama- 
chonitc lake, whence, after a courfe of about eighteen or 
twenty miles more, cxclufive of its windings, it enters 
into the fea of Tiberias on the north fide, and comes out 
again on the fotith fiile, at a fmall diftance from the city 
of that name. 1 hence it proceeds ftill fouth-vveftward, 
through a phiin and defert of about fixty miles, and falls 
into the Afplialtitc lake. Its cnuife is vcj y rapid, tliough 
its bed is very deep. As to its breadth, Pocockc compares 
it to the Thames at Windfor ; Shaw gives it only thirty 
yards in brcaclth ; but obferves, that its depth makes fuf- 
ficient amends, it being three yards deep, even at the 
very brink. Its banks appear different, according to the 
places it runs through, fome very beautiful, others choak- 
ed up with high and thick reeds, cancs, and trees ; fuch 
as willows and tamarifks, which afford harbour for lions, 
and other wild beafts. 

It is faid to have ovcrflov.'cd its banks conftantly about 
the time of the early harveft, or foon after Eafter, con- 
trary to the nature of other rivers, which commonly 
fwill moll during the winter. This inundation hath been 
aferibed to its having a fubterraneoiis c ommunication 
with the Nile. But the moft probable raufe is, the melt- 
ing of the fnows about that time, and the early rain, 
which falls in great abundance. However, our modern 
travellers affure us, that it is no longer fubjetf to thefe 
overflowings, having, as they fuppofe, by the rapidity of 
its current, worn its channel deeper than formerly, or, 
perhaps, diverted fome of its waters another way. 'Hic 
water of it is commonly very turbid, occafioned by of its 
rapidity, but faid to be very wholefomc, ;ind incorruptible; 
fuperftition hath even invefted it with the property of 
wafhing away the fins of mankimT(B). All that need be 

added, 

* jofeph. Antiq. lib. v. cap. i. lib, viii. cap. 3, 

and the Nubian geographer, (F) Dr. Pococke, who, a- 
or the fliarif Edrlfi, gives it mong others, mentions this 
the name of Zacchar ; which, particularity, adds, that not 
in Arabic, fignlfies tu?nid^ only men, but women are 
f'xdling^ ov(:rjio%\jing, ambitious of reaping the be- 

ne lit 
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^flildcd, M^th regard to this famed river, is, that the plain 
on both Tides, from the fea of Tiberias quite to the Af- 
phaitite or Dead Sea, is extremely dry, fultry, and un- 
wholefome during the heat of the fummer, and every 
where barren, except that part which lies near, and is 
watered by that river Having fpccified the principal 
Teas, lakes, and rivers of ralelline, we llrall now give a 
fliort account of its moll remarkable rarities. 

Among thofe of the natural kind, we may juftly reckon Petrijxed 
the petrifications refembling citrons, melons, olives, £fr, 

peaches, and other fruit, found about Mount Carmel, 
w^hich imitate thofe vegetable produ£lions, both wdthin 
and without; and we are further told, that the melons, 
wlieii opened, emit iin agreeable Imell' ( G). Here alfo 
are found a kind of oyfters, and other filb, and even 
bunches of grapes, of the fame confillence. Little round Peas-Jianet. 
flones, exadlly refembling peas, arc found on a fpot of 
ground near Rachel’s tomb, not far from liethlehem, 
which they preteml to have been the cfl'ccl of a miracle 
wrought by the Virgin Mary- The fand of the river 
Eelus was not only excellent for making glal's, but is re- 
ported to have, by fome accident, niinilleretl the hint of 
tliat noble invention. On the fame road is a fountain, 
called the Apollie’s Fountain ; and a little farther, tlie 


X Jofeph. de Bell. lib. ill. cap. iS. 
vant, vol. iv. p. 308. 410 edit. 

nefit of thefe falutifcrons wa- 
ters, by bathing and fwiin- 
ming in it, not without great 
hazard. The Latin prieils erebt 
altars along the banks, where 
they fry niafs to the devout 
piigriins. 

(G) Dr. Shaw ftps the 
greatell part ot the mountain 
ot Carmel, and ot thofe in the 
neighbourhood of Jerufalem 
and Bethlehem, are made up 
of a kind of white chalky 
frata, in the former of which 
they gather a great many 
flones, which, being in the 
form of olives, melons, peaches, 
fStc. are commonly impofed 
ppon jiilgrims as antidotes 


* Le Briiyn Voy. au Le- 

igainfl feveral difcmpeiv 
Thcolives, the lapides Judaiei 
of the fliops, have been much 
celebrated as an approved me- 
dicine againfl the gravel and 
flonc. The little round cal- 
culi, commoHly called the Vir- 
gin Mary’s peas ; the chalky 
done of the grotto near Beth- 
lehem, and called her milk; 
the waters of Jordan and Si- 
loam ; the oil of Zacone ; the 
rofes of Jericho; beads made 
of the olive-dones of Gethfe- 
mane; with various curiofities 
of the like nature, are the pre- 
fents which pilgrims ufualJy 
receive in return for their cha- 
rity, 


defert 
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dufcrt tn vvbuli nur Saviour retired, and was tempted by . 
the devil ■, a mod barren, ru;;^ed, and difninl folitude, in 
which appears a very craggy mountain, called Quadran- 
tana, or Qnarantania, of dilEcult and dangerous afeent, 
which is f lid to he that on w’hich the tempter fliewed him 
all the kingdoms of the world. On tfiie top are two 
chapels, and in the neighbourhood, a great many hideous 
caves and holes in the roek, foniierly the folitary retreat 
ofChriltian anchnrets and probably, likewife, of the 
more ancient rnenes. 

Hot and medicinal waters, of feveral forts, may be 
likewife raid.cd iirulcr this clnfs ; and of thefe there was 
variety. It may bo obferved, in general, that the Hebrew 
names thamnh^ ihatnaih, ainl chathirDy whiclr the Greek and 
Vulgate write ernnntus^ amotha^ hamatOy nwath, and amathus^ 
always fignify fuch places as had thefe hot waters ; and 
of them we iind feveial in Paleftine, whofe w^aters w^ere 
famed for curing a variety of difeafes, fome by bathing, 
others by drinking. The fuperftitious Jew^s w'ere fuch 
admirers of fome of them, as to imagine that their virtue 
was miraculous ; though jofephus owms it to be natural. 
Thofe in particular of that £mmaus, about tw^enty-two 
leagues from Lydda, on the fea-fide, and fince called 
Nicopolis, of fuch eflicacy againfb mofl; diftempers, that 
the Chrillians attributed it to our Saviours having wafhed 
his feet in them. Julian, the apoftate, caufed their fource 
to be Hopped, out of hatred to our religion. 

Among other natural rarities are reckoned, i. The 
faline efflorefcences obferved, at the clifLance of fome few 
leagues from the Dead Sea, like thofe wdiieh aie men- 
tioned to be near Aleppo, after an inundation ; a plain 
indication, that the whole plain muft be, in an extraor- 
dinary manner, impregnated with that mineral. 2. The 
hillocks, wdth which the plain, about an hour’s diftance 
from the Dead Sea, is here and there covered, not unlike 
thofe places in England w^here there have been fome lime- 
kilns, but which are here pretended to be the pits w^here 
the kings of Sodom and Gomorah w'cre overthrown by 
the four kings. 3. The celebrated fruit called, by the 
Arabs, zachonc (H), in the plain of Jericho, which growls 

on 


“ Radzevil. Percgr. p. 99. 


(H) Dr^ Pococke, who faw 
It, aud calls it zoccum, flyles it 
a tree, .and dcfcrlbes it thus : 
The bark is like that of the 


holly ; it hath very flrong 
thorns, and a leaf fomething 
like that of the barberry- tree ; 
it bears a green nut ; the ikln 
or 
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on a kind of thorny hufh, with fmall leaves, and both in The za 
fhape and colour refembles a fmall unripe walnut. The thne, 
Arabs bray the kernels of it in a mortar, and throw the 
pulp into fcalding water, on the furface of which the oil 
rifes ; which being fkimmed off, they apply inwardly for 
bruifes, and outvfardly for wounds *, and prefer it, in both 
cafes, even to the balm of Gilead. On the Aime plain 
grows the famed wood-olive, the outward coat of which is 
green, like that of the common olive j but being taken 
off, difcovers a nut of a woody fubllance, ribbed length- 
wife, of the thicknefs of an almond-lliell. d'he kernel 
Muthin is like that of a piltacho, and without of a chefnut- 
brown, but infipid. Much of the fame nature is that 
fort of tree which the monks of the convent in St. John's 
Defert fiicw, and pretend to be the right locr.d-trce, on 
whofe fruit the Baptlfl: lived; on which account, PLadzi- 
ville calls them by no better name than moiuimcuts of the 
ignorance of the middle times (1). Dr. Pococke fays 
they are called caroubs, and bear a fruit like a bean, but 
hatter, in which are fume fmall feeds ; the Ihcdl of it, 
when dry, is eaten, and has an agreeable talle ; and it is 
on thefd that the Baptift fed, as they there pretend. As 
for the du Joins, or, as ourverfion renders that word, the 
mandrakes, mentioned in Genefis ; the kikaion, or gourd 

or flefli over it is very thin, 
and the nut ribbed; hath a 
thick (hell, and a very fmall 
kernel. They grind the whole, 
and prefs an oil out of it, as 
they do out of olives, and call 
it a balfam. I take it to be 
the myi'obalanum mentioned 
by jofephus, as growing about 
Jericho; efpecially as it an- 
fwers to the fruit deferibed by 
Pliny, as the produce of that 
part of Arabia which was be- 
tween Judsea and Egypt (i). 

(I) It is, indeed, the com- 
mon opinion, that the 
or lociifts, which the Baptift 
fed upon, were the fame which 
we call by that name, and not 
the fruit above meant ; and in 
moft parts of Afia and Africa 


where they come, fome years, 
in fuch quantities, that they 
darken the fun, it is com- 
mon for people to eat them, 
and even to pre/erve them in 
fall or pickle. That this kind 
of food was of very ancient 
date, may be inferred from rhe 
periniflion that is given for 
earing it in the Levitical law, 
where a particular diftln£lion 
is made between reptiles with 
and without wings; the former 
of which might be eaten. 
The common way of drelfmg 
them, was by plucking off the 
legs and wings, and boiling 
them over a blaze, in a pan 
full of holes ; or elfe to lay 
them in heaps, and then kindle 
a fire about them. 


(i) Obferv, on Paleftin. vol, ii.p. 


of 
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of JoiKili, anti fonie others of the fame doubtful nature^ 
we may perhaps have occafion to fpeak of them in the 
tourfe of this hiftory. 

Amorifr the artificial curiofities we may rank, i. The 
ruins of iholcmais, or St.John d’Acre, or x\cra, from its 
ancient Hebrew name Acco, «r Accl^o (K). Whoever 
confidcrs thefe ruins with attention, would be almoft in- 
duced to conclude that the city confifted only of caftles, 
without the intermixture of private houfes. It had two 
walls, well flanked with towers, and other bulwarks; and 
each wall had a ditch, lined with ftone, and many pri- 
vate poderns beneath ; but now that huge wall, and 
all iis arches, are overthrown, and its fragments appear 
like fo many huge rocks upon the foundation In the 
fields, without thefe ftupenduous rocks, are feen fcattered 
up and down, great ftone balls, at leaft thirteen or four- 
teen inches in diameter, formerly ufed in battering the 
city, before the ufc of cannon was known The ruins 
within thofe broken walls carry ftill lome tokens of their 
ancient magnificence. Here are the remains of a cathe- 
dral formerly dedicated to St. Andrew; a noble Gothic 
ftruflure, with a portico. In the vaults of the church of 
St. John, the titular faint of the city, there is a relief of 
St. John’s head in a charger. The convents of tlie 
Knights Hofpitallers may be ftill diftinguiflaed, as well as 
the palace of their grand mafter, exhibiting a large and 
noble ftair-cafe, and part of a ftately chancl, or church, 
the walls of which are ftill entire, Wc llrall conclude this 
article with the curious pyramidal hill, about half a mile 
call of the town, which is fo improved by art, that its 
ftcepnefs renders it altogether inaccefllble, except on the 
fouth-weft fide ; fo that from its fituation and form, it 
appears to have been a mound, or camp, of the befiegers, 
about half a mile in length, and a quarter of a mile 


" Sandys, lib, iii. p. 155. 

(K) This town is, among 
fevcral others, mentioned in 
the book of Judges, as being 
in the tribe of Aflier, but fo 
ftrong, that they could not 
drive out the old inhabitants; 
fo that it feems to have re- 
tained its ancient name among 
the natives, feeing the Arabs 
do ftill call it Mka. The 


” Maundrell, ubi fupra, p. 54, 

name of Ptolemais was fince 
given it from one of the Ptole- 
mies of Egypt; and that of 
Acra, probably, from its for- 
tifications and importance ; 
whence the knights of St. 
John of Jerufalein did after- 
wards give it that of St. John 
d’Acre. 


broad. 
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broad. On this hill the bafha commonly pltclies his pa- 
vilion, when he takes this town in his circuit. 

2. The remains of Sebaftc, or the ancient Samaria, 
though long ago laid in ruins, and great part of it turned 
into ploughed land, ftill retain fome marks of its ancient 
grandeur, and of^hofe noble edifices with which king He- 
rod caufed it to be adorned (L), particularly towards the 
north fide, where is a large fquare piazza, encompalfed with 
marble pillars, fome ftanding, fome lying, together with 
the fragments of ftrong walls at fome diltance. But the 
moft conficlerable objecSl: is the church, faid to have been 
built by the eniprcfs Helena, over the place where St. 
John the Baptifl was beheaded, or buried the dcnie of 
Mdiich, together with fome other parts, adorned with fine 
marble columns, capitals, and curious Mofaic work, prove 
it to have been a very noble fabric (M), 

3- Jacob’s well is dill fliewed, and reverenced by tra- 
vellers for its antiquity j but by Chrillians mucli more, on 
account of Chrid’s ccndefcentiiiig to hohl a conference 
with the Samaritan woman. It Hands, iiulccil, at prefeiu 
too far for the people of Samaria to have fetched their 
water from it ; but it mud be remembered, tliat the city, 
which Jofephus tells u-s was no lefs than twenty furlujigs 
in compafs, dretched itfclf farther this way than the ruins 
now appear. The well is at prefent covered with an old 
done vault; it is all hewn out of the foliil rock, about 
three yards in diameter, and thirty-five in depth, five of 
which Mr. Maundrell found full of water. 

4. The pools of Solomon, fo called bccaufc that mo- 
narch is fuppofed to have caufed them to be nude, in 
order to fupply not only his palaces and gardens, but 
even the city of Jerufalein, with water, appear dill, by 
what remains of them, to have been a work of immenfe 
cod and labour (N). Such alfo are the fealed fountains, 

which 


(L) This city was enlarged 
and beautified by Herod, and 
called by him Sebafte, and 
Auguda, in honour ot the em- 
peror Augudua, his good friend 
and patron. 

(M) The remains of this 
cluirch are now divided Into 
two parts, one of which be- 
longs to the Chridians, the 
other to the Turks; which 


lad is paved with marble, and 
hath a chapel under ground, 
where are three tombs, fur- 
rounded with low walls ; in 
which, it is pretended, the 
Baptid lies buried, between the 
prophets Eliflia and Obadiah. 

(N) Thefe dupendouj 
works, which were the delight, 
and fuppofed the contrivance, 
of that famed monarch, arc 
alluded 


Jnrrh'a 
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which lie oppofite to them, towards the north-welt comer 
of the fame hill, in the neighbourhood of Bethlehem : 
thefe pools are three in a row, one over the other, fo dif- 
pofed, that the water of the uppermolt may defcend into 
the fecond, and from the fecond into the third. They are 
all three quadrangular, and all of an etjual breadth, viz. 
about ninety paces ; but in length they differ, the firft of 
them being one hundred and fixty paces, the fecond two 
hundred, and the third two hundred and twenty ; all 
three are of a confiderable depth, ..well walled and 
plaiflered, and contain a large quantity of water. About 
one hundred and twenty paces diftant from them is the 
fpring which fupplies them, and which the friars pretend 
to be the fealed fountain fpoken of in the Canticles. 
JqueJuJl. The aqueduct is built on a foundation of ftones, and the 
water runs in earthen pipes, about ten inches in diameter. 
Thefe are cafed with two ftones, hewn fo as to fit them, 
which arc likewife covered over with other rough ftones, 
well cemented together; and the hole is fo funk into the 
ground on the fide of the hills, that in many places no 
part of it is to be feen"*. This work formerly extended five 
or fix leagues, and appears, by the ftrength and con- 
trivance of it, to hate been defigned to laft as long as the 
world. However, all thefe precautions have not been 
able to prevent its being in a great meafure deftroyed by 
the violent hands of the Arabs, who make no fcruple to 
break all before them whenever they are in want of water. 
So that there are only fome fragments of it here and 
there to be found, though enough to convince us, that, 
upon the whole, it muft have been a very expenfive and 
ftupendous work. As for the gardens, if any fuch there 
were, they have long fince been deftroyed ; and the fpot, 
at prefent, appears but little adapted toTuch noble plan- 
tations (O). To thefe we may add, 
pPD^o/g^- The famed pools of Bcthefda and Gihon,. the former 
i efa,&c. Jerufalem, one hundred and twenty paces long, forty 
broad, and, at leaft, eight deep, but now without water ; 

d \ide Maundrell, Pococke, Thevenoti 

alluded to in his book of Ec- appears, at prefent, fo rocky 
defiaftcs ; vyhere, among other and barren, that Mr. Maun- 
inlfances ot his grandeur and drell thinks Solomon difplayed 
nyignificence, he reckons up his wealth more than his wif- 
his gardens and vineyards, his dom, if he made choice ot it 
fountains, conduits, S:c. for the purpofe fuppofed. 

(O) The ground^ it fccms, 


the 
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^t)ie other about a quarter of a mile without Bethlehcnl 
gate weft'vard, a ftately ruin* one Jiundred and fix paces 
long, and fixty-feven broadj lined with wall and plaiJter, 
and rtill Well Itored with water. 

6 . In the city of Bethlehem, befides a great many Antiquities 
holy places, fuch Ss the liable, and the very manger where qJ Bet hie- 
the divine Infant was laid, they Ihew a grotto cut wholly 
out of a chalky rock, in which, they pretend, the blefled 
Virgin concealed herfelf and child from the fury of He- 
rod ; and where fome of her milk, having fallen on the 
ground, gave not only an uniform whitenefs to the whole 
place, but likewife a miraculous virtue, to encreafe the 
milk of women who fuckle (D). At Nazareth is a ftately and Na%a* 
church under-ground, built, as is reported, on the very retfu 
cave where the Virgin Mary received the angel’s hail ; 
and where, jult at the feftlon of the crofs, are erefted 
two pillars of granite, each a little above two feet in 
diameter, and about three feet dilbnt from each other. 

Thefe are fnppofed to Hand where the angel and the Vir- 
gin flood at the time of the annunciation. Near this are 
fecn fome noble remains of a much larger church, fup- 
pofed, from the architc£lurc of it, to have been built by 
the emprefs Helena, or about her time, Among other 
fragments, here are fcveral capitals and bafes, and other 
pieces of ancient work in a tolerably good talle *, and 
over a door there is an old alt-relief of Judith’s cutting 
off the head of Holophernes ^ But the greatell curiofityin 
this way is, the great church, built by the fame emprefs, 
over our Saviour’s fcpulchre, and, from thence, called 
the church of the Holy fepulchre. 

The 7 th clafs of artificial rarities in this country, 
and the lall v erth mentioning, is, that of the fepulchral 
monuments that are fcattered all over it, and out of which 
We fhall only feledl fome of the molt remarkable, refer- 
ring our readers, for the rell, to the travellers quoted 
throughout this fe£lion. i. That of the Virgin Mary 7omh of 

near Jerufalem, in the valley of Jeholliaphat, into which tirgi/f 

Mary. 

B Fococke, ubi fupra, p. fij. 

(D) Thefe legends are fvval- great quantities, and carried to 
lowed, not only by the fuper- Jerufalem, where, being im- 
fUtioLis Latina, and Greeks, prefled with the feal of. the 
but by the very Turks and city, they are conveyed thence 
Arabs; Infoniuch that lumps into Europe, and other parts, 
of that chalk are broken off in 
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Ofjeho- 

Jbaphat. 

Piltnr cf 

Abjalom, 


^oinh rf 


Royal fe- 

pulchrt's. 


there is a ckTcciit by a mapnificent flight of forty-fevcn 
kejjs. It hath, on the rij^ht-hand, the fepiilchre of St. 
Anjia, fclie mother; and on the left, that of Jofeph, the 
hufhaiid of the Virgin; fomc add that of Jehoiakim, her 
father. In all thefe are altars eredled for priefts, of all 
forts, to lay mafs ; and the whole is cut nut of the folid 
rock. 2 . 1 hat of king Jchofliaphat, divided into fevcral 
apartments ; in one of which is his tomb, adorned v/ith a 
ifately portico and entablature. 3. That of Abfaloni, 
commonly called his pillar, or place, bccaufe he reared 
it during his life, and to perpetuate his memory, as he 
had no male ilTuc. Jofephus flyles it a marble pillar, and 
fays, it itood about two furlongs from Jerufalem. This 
llrm^dure is -about twenty cubits fquare, adorned below 
Avith four columns of the Ionic order, with their capitals 
anil entablatures, to each front. From the height of 
twenty to forty feet, it is fnmewhat Icfs, and quite plain, 
except of a fmall hlh.*t at the upper end ; and from forty 
tti the top it changes into a round, which grows gra- 
dually into a point, tlic whole cut out of the folid rock. 
"I’heic is w I'f'.om- within, coiifiderably higher than the 
level cat t!u: gruiiml without, on the Tides of which are 
niches, yaaibably to receive cnllins, or bodies. 4. A little 
lat 1 lier is fb.e tomb of Zeebariab, the fon of 

Jbir.ichial;, wlumi (lie Jews ilew between the temple and 
the ait.ir, as is cjminonly fiippofed. This fabric is all 
ciiL out i.'f the natural roe!;, ciglitcen feet high, and as 
in-.ny iqnarc, and adorned witli Ionic columns. The 
whole cmls in a pointed top, like a diamond. Dr. Po- 
cockc obferves rightly, that there is fometblng very parti- 
cid.'.r :u the exeeiUion of the Ionic oialer, winch appears 
rather of inotiern ilare, and nniy have been added after- 
Mards. 

Inil the mnfl curious, augufl, and elaborate piece of 
au;i[]iuty of this kind, arc the grotts Itvled the fenulchres 
ot tl’.e kings, without the, walls of Jerufaluj'n, north of 
Ik-zetha. ^Vliy they are flvled tlie royal fcpiilelires, and 
to what kings they bclongeil, is not exacily knf)vvri ; 
though there is not tlic lealt quefiion to be maile of their 
being real depofitories of tlie flcad, as appears fnim the 
eofnns wliieh are Hill remaining. The wdiole appears a 
work of filch \':dl uxpence and labour, that it may be 
juHly enough jmoncunred h royaJ work ; and, if really 
liie fepulchrcs of the ancient jewifh monarchs, they may 
be deemed the molt authentic remains of the old royal 
fplcudoi, that arti to be met with in or gboiit Jerufalem, 

They 
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They are all cut out of the folid marble rock. On the 
cart fide is the entrance, ten feet deep into the ihnie, 
leading into feveral fpacious and elaborate apartments ; 
the firlt of which is a large llatcly court, about one hun- 
dred and tw'cnty feet fquare, neatly cut and polilhed, out 
of the fame mafttle quarry. On the left, or fouth fide 
of it is a noble gallery, or portico, with a kind of archi- 
tiave in front, fupported by columns, all cut out of the 
fame rock. It was once adorned with feltoons, and other 
architedlure, hut thefe are now almofl defaced ; and on 
the left of the portico is the defeent into the fepulchres, 
into which one enters by creeping on the ground, through 
a narrow palfage, which leads into the firll apartments. 

This is a large handfome room, about feven or eight 
yards fejuare, fo very neatly and exadfly formed, that it may 
be juftly llyled a fine chamber hollowed out of one folid 
piece of marble. From three of the fules of this chamber, 
you may pafs into a great number of others, all of the 
fame fabric, but of diifercnt fr/es ', and from tbefe into 
others, Hill lefs, and within another, of an oblong fquare, 
fome of which are divided into two; the innermull of 
which are deeper than the reil, by a defeent of fix or 
feven Heps. In ery one of thefe rooms, the firll ex- 
cepted, arc Hone collins placed in niches, carved on the 
fides of the chambers, which were formerly covered with 
handfome femicircular lids, adorned with dowers, gar- 
laiifls, 3cc. but moH of them are now broken to pieces. 
But what appears moil furprifing is, that, on the doois 
leailing from one chamber to another, the door-cafes, 
hinges, pivots, Sec. are all of the fame Hone with the 
rcH ; for the doors appear to have been cut of the very 
piece to wliicli they hang, ami not wrought elfcwhere, or 
Irom any other block. M.iuudrcll, however, obferves, 
that tlie only iloor now left hanging, which is two leet 
and a half vviile, five feet and a half long, and five inches 
thick, did not touch its lintel, by at lead two inches; fo 
that he believes it might h.ive been eafily lilteil up, and 
unhinged. He took notice, bcfides, that thofe wliieh 
bad been thrown down, had their binges at the upper- 
end twice as long as thofe at the bottom j a circumHance 
vTieh plainly difeovers the whole contrivance. 

We might add to thefe a good number of fupernatural 
particulars, highly revered by the monks, and other de- 
votees, as well as by travellers ; but as they are, for the 
greatell part, founded upon imnoHurc, we fliall only 
£ngle out two or three of the moft remarkable i namely, 
G 2 the 
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file tfrlpreffion of our Saviour’s foot, or feet, in the roct, 
on the mountain from which he afcended into heaven ; 
the cleft faid to have been made on the fame mountain 
by the miraculous earthquake that happened at our Sa- 
viour’s crucifixion. It is inclofed in the great church of 
St. Sepulchre, about a fpaai wide, and ‘two deep ; then 
the rock clofes, and opens again below, and runs down, 
to an unknown depth, in the earth. The Akeldama, or 
Field of Blood, formerly the Potter’s Field, and fince 
ftyled Campo Santo, or Holy Field, purchafed with the 
price of Judas’s treafon, for the burial of ftrangers, is 
faid to have acquired fuch virtue, tliat its earth will con- 
fume a dead body, in twenty-four hours, to the very 
bones. But fome more accurate obfervers have found 
reaibn to be convinced, that, if it ever had fuch a virtue, 
in hath loft it in the fcquel. We fliall clofe this article 
with two other inftaiices of the fuperftition that reigns in 
thel'e regions of holy pilgrimages ; and which, being pe- 
culiar to the Turks, will convince our readers that they 
are no Id's credulous, and fond of wonders, than the 
Greeks and Latins. The firll is a fort of pillar jutting 
out of the city wall, over-againft the valley of Jehofha- 
phat, of which, they tell you, among many other won- 
ders, that it is the place whereon their prophet fhall fit 
in judgment at the bit day, whilft all the children of 
Adam liiall be gathered below, in the valley, to receive 
their everlafting doom from his mouth. The other is the 
wall which they have caufed to be reared to flop the 
entrance into the tempIe-gate,^ in confequence of a pro- 
phecy, that goes current among them, that their expul- 
lion out of that land, and final extirpation, will come in 
at that gate * (N). 

We lliall fay nothing here of the topical rarities which 
arefhewnto, and vtfited by all ftrangers j there being 
Icarce any place or tranfatlion mentioned, either in the 
Old or New Teftament, but they fhew you the very fpot 
of ground where the one ftoud and the other happened, 
even to thole w'hich are meuiicmed in the parabolic way ; 

* Maundicll, ubi fiipra, p. 103, ^ feq. Thevenot, part i. chap. 50. 

(N) This laft particular is city every Friday, which is 
coiifiimed by moft travellers; their fabbath, till after morn- 
whc3 add, that, on the fame ing fervicc is over ; it being on 
account, and from that fame that day and time, that their 
luperftitlous dread, they fliut final expulfion la expected to 
VP all the other gates of the be accompbllxcd. 
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fuch as the houfe of Dives, and the ftyc or place where Othtr re- 
Lazarus was laid (O) ; and many others of the like naturt; j markaUe 
for which we fhall refer thofe that are curious in fuch 
kind of things, to the authors often quoted through this ^ 
feftion. 

Having finifhefl our general dcfcription of the Holy 
Land, we fhall now take a fhort view of the fcvcral lots 
and countries afligned to the twelve tribes, beginning with 
thofe of the two tribes and a half feated beyond the Jor- 
dan, as being the hrlt conqueft they made in their way to 
the Land of Promife. Then we (hail proceed to the other 
nine and a half on this fide of that river, ftyled, more pro- 
perly, the Holy, or Promifed Land ; and thefe we lhall 
deferibe, not according to their feniority, or dignity, but as 
they lie in our way, from north to fouth. Laftly, we fhall 
give the topical dcfcription of thofe countries contiguous 
to Judaea, whofe inhabitants were either intermixed with, 
orbordering upon the Jews, and whofe hiftory hath been 
exhibited in the foregoing chapters (P). 

Thi 

(O) They pretend to fhew They were defeended from 
the identic^1l olive-tree to which Ham, or Cham, the youngell 
our Saviour was tied, whilft fon of Noah, who is fuppolcd 
his enemies were looking out lo have come, with his eleven 
for frefli accufatlons and falfc fons, foon after the difperfion 
wltnctfes, in order to condemn of Babel. Five of them w^e 
him with feme appearance of have already feen fettled in 
juHice : the place where he Phccnice anti Syria ; viz. Heth, 
fainted under his crofs, arid Jebus, Hemor, Girgalhl, and 
leh the print of his face on a Hevi ; and who, with their 
napkin, or handkerchief, with father Canaan, became the 
which a woman, w'hom they heads of fo many nations. Sena 
have ffylcd St, Veronica, came W'as another, whofe fetrlement 
to wipe the fweat off his brows: we are in the dark about ; only 
thegallery wherePilate brought forrve aurhors, from the affiniry 
him forth to the Jew's bedecked of the names, fuppofe the de- 
W’ith the enfigns of inock-roy- fert ofSin, and Mount Sinai, 
alty ; the ragged purple, the to be the place, and to have 
reed, and crown of thorns. been fo called from him. Ths 

(P) It wdll not be amifs to Hithites, or Hitcites, inhabited 

give our readers afhort (ketch about Hebron, quite up to 
of this country, as it lay be- Bcerfheba, and the brook Be- 
fore the Ifraehtes took poflef- for, reckoned by Mofes the 
fion of it, at lead fo far as re- fouth limits of Canaan- The 
fntes to thofe feven nations jebufites, or defeendents of 
which were then inaftuahpof- jehu^, dwelt near them on the 
Tcffion of the PtomiCed Laud, north, as far as the city of |e- 
properly fo call^, bus, hnee called Jcrufalem, 

Q , Thp 
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The Two Tribes and Half beyond for dan. 

We have had occafion, in fome former chapters, to 
mention frequent embaflies fent by Mofes to tbe kings of 
Edom, Moab, and thofe of the Amorites and Baihan, 
for leave to pafs through their country ‘into the land of 
Canaan; and that, upon their being refufed by them all, 
they were cxprefsly forbid to commit any hoftilities againft 
the former, but ordered to force a paiTage through the 
territories of the two latter, which they did, with fuch 
fuccefs, as to make themfelves mailers of both their king- 
*rhe lot of doms. Thefc were fettled by the two tribes of Reuben 
Reubtn. and Gad, with half of Manafleh. That of Reuben, 
which was the eldeft, had the fouthern part of the new 
conqueft, extending from the north-eall co^fls of the 
Dead Sea, along the eallern brinks of the Jordan; divided 
on the fouth from Midian, by the r/ver Arnon; on the 
north, from the tribe of Gad, by another fmall river ; and 
hemmed in on the call, partly by the Moabites, and partly 
by the Ammonites; whilll the Jordan parted it on the 
weft from Canaan, properly fo called. It reached from 
31^ 40^ to 32® 25' of latitude, and from 36^ to 37' of call 
longitude ; and was every where fertile in corn, wine, 
fruits, and efpecially in pafture grounds. It exhibited 
three celebrated mountains, viz. Nebo, Pifgah, and Peor 

The Amorites poflefled the very likely, fince we read no- 
country on the call fide of thing of their abode in cities, 
Jordan, between the river Ar- 6cc. that they lived difperJed, 
nnn on the fouth-caft, and and in tents, like the Scythians, 
Mount Gilead on the north, roving on both fidcs the Jor- 
aftenvards the lot of Reuben dan, on the hills and plains; 
and Gad, The Girgafliites and that they were called by 
lay next above the Amorites, that name from the Hebrew 
on the eaft lide of the fea of pharat%^ which fignlfies to dif- 
Tiberias, and their land was perfe. The Canaanites dwTlt 
ulterwards pofl'elfed by the half in the midland of all, and 
tribe of ManalTeh. The Hi- were furroiinded by the reft, 
vites defeended from Hevi, This is, as near as can be con- 
dwelt northward, under Mount eluded from the facred writ- 
Llbanua. The Periazites, who ings, the fituation of thofe 
make one ol the feven nations feven nations which are faid to 
of the Canaanites, are fup- have been doomed to deftruc- 
pofed by Heylin, and others, tion for their idolatry and wick- 
to be the defcendenis of Sena, ednefs when the Ifttielites firft 
above mentioned; and, it is invaded their country (1). 

(1) Vide Gen, Jofli. Jofepii. Reland, Cellar. Calmet. 

or 
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Phegor, which were, probably, all three, parts of the 
iame chain. The chief towns in it were Heflihon the 
capital, Jaza, Bamoth Baal, Beth-Pcor, Medaba, Me- 
phath-Ahilah, Edom or Adam, Shittim, Livias, Betha- 
barah, Macheron, Bezer, Bozer or Bozrah, LafaorLaifh, 
fince Callirhoe, Cedmoth or Kedemoth or Jethfan, ami 
Bethjefimoth. We know fo little of ^hefe cities, and of 
their true fituation, that we fhall fay nothing farther of 
them; and only obferve, in general, that thofe which 
have the Hebrew word htth before them, which fignifies 
either houfe or temple (as Beth-Peor, Beth-Bhemelh), were 
properly fo named from fome particular deity, except it 
may be that of Beth'abarah, which figuifics either a ford- 
ing-place, or the office where any kind of cuftom or tri- 
bute was paid. 

On the north ffile of Reuben was feated the tribe of 
Cad, having likewife the Jordan on the weft, the Am- 
monites on the eaft, and the half tribe of Manafleh on 
the north, reaching from 32° 5' to 32’^ 50' of latitude, 
and from 36“ 15' to almoll 37*^ eaft longitmie. It was 
■no lefs rich and fertile than the former, efpecially in paf- 
.ture grounds. Its chief towns were Mahanaim and Pc- 
nuel, both fo named by Jacob, Succoth, where he built 
his booths, Mifpha, or Mafpha-Rabba, the metropolis of 
Baffian, fince called Ribboth, and more lately PliihuiL'l- 
•phia, Ramotb Gilead, or High Lands of Gilead, Bni'filim, 
the native place of good old Barzillai, Thifhbi, Sli:.rDn, 
Sophar, Armon, Magefh, Dcbbir or Dabbir, Afhu^rotli, 
Jazer or Jahfor, Dibbon, Aroer, Beth-Haran, and Eiion 
or Ennon, the place where John baptized ; which lalt 
was on the eaft bank of Jordan, between that and Salim, 
about eight miles fouth of Scythopolis. 

Northward of Gad was feated the half tribe of Manaffijh, 
having that on the fouth, the Jordan and iSemachuiiite 
Jake on the weft, the hills of Balhan and Hern* on on the 
eaft, and part of the Lebanon on the north. This terri- 
tory, v.ffiich was almoft as large as the other tvi^o, extended 
from 32® 36' to 33^ 30’ of latitude, and was more pro- 
perly called, afterwards, Upper Galilee, or the Galilee 
of the Gentiles ; of whicli more in the next article. It 
bad fcveral large territories, and confiderable cities; thofe 
of the former forts were known by the names of Qikad, 
Batanea, Gaulonitis, Auranitis, Machonitis, Gefljur, 
Auran or Amram, and Argob ; all of them fo called from 
their capitals. Gaulonitis extended from Per*ca quite to 
Lebanon. Its capital, once a famed pity, was civen to 
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the Lcvitical tfibe, of the family of Gcrftiom, and waa ^ 
made a city of refuge. It was the birth-place of the famed 
Judas Galilseus, or Caulonites, chief of the Herodiau 
fe£f. Gilead was fo called from the fon of Machir, and 
grandfqnof Manaflch. We have already fpokeu pf the 
mountains of that name. Batanea was properly the land 
or kingdom of Bafhan, bounded by Gilead and the Am-t 
monites on the eaft, by the brook Jabbok on the fouth, 
by Mount Hermon on the north^ and by the Jordan on 
the welt ; the canton of Argob was part of it, and both 
were famed for their ftately oaks, and herds of cattle, 
Aiiranitis, or Auran, was another fertile canton, fituate 
between the upper fpring of Jordan and the country of 
Jefliur. Others place it along the fea of Tiberias. We 
aretqld, that the Syrians and Ar^^bs called that coaft by 
this name ; and Jofephus makes it the fame with Iturea- 
Machonitis, or Maachonitis, fo denominated from its 
capital Maachah, was a fmall canton, near the head pf 
the Jordan, on the eall fide of it, in the way to Damafeus, 

It was the utmoft border north of this half tribe ; and we 
find that the Manallites forbore to deftroy the old inha- 
bitants, and lived in friendlhip with them ; the fame is 
faid of the Jelhurites, who lived in the next canton tq 
Maachonitis. 

The cities of this half tribe were Bpfra, or Bozrah, 
Selfcha, Maachah or Maacati, Gerfhon, Afhtaroth, A- 
drach or Hadrach-kedar, or the tents of Kedar, Sueta, 
Gamala, Efdrai, Gilead, Pella, Abel, Abel-Maachah or 
Abel-Beth-Maachah, Jabefti-Gilead, Corazin or Coro- 
zaim, Julias, Bethfaida, near the defert of its name, Gi- 
rafa or Girgeflia, Hippo, Gadar, Ephron, bcfides a 
good number of others oflelTer note'. 

The Nine Tribes and Half on this fide of the Jordan, 

Crofling the Jordan, from the half tribe pf ManalTeh, 
we laft defuribed, we enter into the province of Lower 
Galilee, which lay on thefarthefl; northern verge of ]u- 
dsea ( 0^) \ and in which we find the tribes of Alher, Ze- 

bulunj, 

1 Gpn. Joflj. Sam. jofeph. Rdand, Paleft. Illuftr. 

( Q.) The province of G^- ^Ifo Galilee pf thp Gentiles, 
}ilee was divided into Upper probablv, becaufe inhabited by 
and Lower, the former beyond, by moft of that fort, whom 
;and the latter on this fide Jor- the ManalTiteE had fpared, and 
dan. The &rmer, furn^ed lived intenuingled with, or 
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bulun, Naphtali, and Iflachar, fettled by lot. It was 
'very fertile and cbampainj except on the northern fide 
towards Syria ; produced excellent corn, wine, oil, fruits 
of all forts, with little labour; and was, in its fiourifhing 
ftate, fp full of towns and villages, that Jofephus, who 
was made governdt of it, tells us, the leaft of them con- 
tained fifteen thoufand fouls ; but whether or no he 
hath fpoken within compafs, there is reafon fufheient to 
believe that the country was really very rich and populous, 
and its inhabitants of a flout and warlike difpofition, and 
very zealous for the Jewlfli religion. It had, in particu- 
lar, a fpacious valley, fo very rich, that it was ftylcd, by 
way of empbafis, *' the Fat Valley;’' fince better known 
by that of »St. George, from a fort or cafUe built on it, 
and dedicated to that faint. 

The tribe of Afherwas feated on the north-weft corner Trihe of 
of the province, adjoining to the north fide of Phoenice, 
having the Mediterranean on the well, Zebiilun on the 
fouth, and Naphtali on theeaft. It contained fome con- 
fiderable cities near the fca, though no fea-port of any 
note. It was fo fruitful in corn, wine, and oil, of the 
bed kinds, that it fully anfwered the blefling which 
dying Jacob gave to it: that the bread of it Ihould be 
fat, and that it fhould yield royal dainties.” It was in this 
tribe that the lands of Mifpha and Cabul lay, which So- 
lomon gave to Hiram king of Tyre, who, being difpleafed 
with it, beflowed upon it that contemptible name. The 
chief towns of it were Elkath or Alcath, Cana the Cities. 
Greater, Gabala Rahab, Aphek, Hacok, Gifcalab, Beth- 
Shemefh, Achfaph, Beth-Dagon, Acca, Accoa, Acra or 
Ptolemais, lately deferibed, with a good number of in- 
ferior places. 

The tribe of Naphtali lay on the eafl of Afher, between ffribe of 
it and the Jordan, overragaiiifl the half tribe of ManafTch. NaphtalU 
It was very feriile, having on the north the fpriiig-heads 
of the Jordan, formerly mentioned, and extended along 
the weftern banks of it, from Mount Lebanon down to 
the fea of Tiberias^ The chief towns were thefe ; Dan, 

rather, perhaps, becauft it lay gethcr mountainous. There 
contiguous to the heathen na- has been, however, no fmall 
tions. This, we are now upon, controverfy, whether Galilee 
was llyled the Lower, on ac- did really extend beyond Jor- 
count of its firuation, and flat dan, and whether it contained 
pountry, in comparifon with any part of the kingdom of 
^hc other, which was alto- Balhan, 


formerly 
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formerly called Lailh and Lalhem, taken by a colony of 
the Danites, who gave it the name of their tribe (R)r" 
Beerim, Emath, and Arbites, each a capital of a confi- 
derable territory ; Heliopolis, anciently Hir-Cherefli, or 
the Citv of the Sun, andfince, Balbck, Allodim, Amath- 
dor or*Amathar, Hir-Lajathain or Karjalhaim, Ablala, 
Merom, near the lake of its name, Harozeth or Arazoth, 
Jiazor, tents or camp of Heber, where the Kenites 
dwelt, Malkeloth, Migdudel, Kadefti-Naphtali, Sepher 
or Cirjath-Sepher, fuppofed, from its name, an ancient 
univerfity, or City of Books, Beth-Shemefeh, different 
-from that in Afher, Carthan, Hammau, fo called from 
its hot waters, Mons Chrifti, and Capernaum (S). 

On the fouth of Alher and Naphtali, was feated the 
tribe of Zebulun or Zabulon, having the Mediterranean 
on the weft, the fea of Galilee on the eaft 5 parted on 
the north from Afher by the river Jepthael, and on the 
fouth, from Iffachar, by that of Kilhon ; and by its 
vicinity to the fea, the number of its ports, and extent 
of its commerce, it exaftly verified the blefCngs given to 
the tribe both by Jacob and Mofes. The cities of it were 
Zabulun the capital (T), Bethfaida, Magdalon, Jotapa, 
Joppa, Cinnereth, fince Tiberias, on the lake of that 
name, Cartha, Bethulia, Rimmon, Dothaim, Damna, 
Somcrom, Tabor, both the city and Mount, Sapha, Saffa 
or Siporis, Nazareth, Cana the Lefler, commonly Cana 


(R) This city became after- 
wards infamous for the calf feC 
\ip by Jeroboam, which was 
reforted to by all the revolted 
tribes on this fide ; and, as it 
flood on the utmoft verge of 
Judea, as Becrlhcba did on the 
oppofite, it gave rife to the 
common proverb from Dan 
to Beerfheba.*’ When the Ro- 
mans took it, they gave it the 
name of Paneai, and bdlowed 
it on Philip the fon of Herod, 
who called it ^farea Philippi. 

(S) THifl lall was fituBtc on 
the north fide of the fea of 
Tiberlae, at feme diftance 
Weil from the moudi of the 
Jordim ; but though we are 


told it flood till the feventh or 
eighth century, as appears from 
the travels of Adamnamus and 
Villibaldus, yet the true fitua- 
tion of it is quite loft. 

(T) It flood on the Mediter- 
ranean, near the mouth of the 
Jepthael, and was once ftylcd 
Zabulon Andron, or of Men, 
on account of its extraordinary 
populoufnefs. It was adorned 
with fine buildings, after the 
manner of Tyre, Sidon, and 
Berytus, and much admired 
on that account by Ceftius, 
who ncvertbelefs took, plun- 
ilered, and burnt it to the 
ground, 

of 
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of Galilee, Iconium, and Sicaminum or Porphyreon (U), 
'and Hciphah or Ceipha. 

The lafl: tribe in Lower Galilee was that of Iflachar, 
bounded like the former by the Mediterranean on the well, 
by Zebulon on the north, by the Jordan on the eafl:, which 
parted it from that of Gad, and on the fouth by the other 
half of Manafleh. Its mofl rejnarkable plaees were the 
Mounts Carmel, and Gilboah, and the Valley of Jez- 
reel, already deferibed. The great plain of Me^^iddo, 
called alfo the plain of Galilee, and now Saba, from a 
cable built upon it, and famed, like that of Jezretl, for 
the many battles fought upon it ; as well as for the 
abundance of corn, wine, oil, &c. it produced. The 
chief towns were Tarichea, Ccfion, Ifi'achar, Camoth, 
Enghannim, Rabboth, Cadefli, Aphek, Enhadda, Shu- 
ncm or Suna, the place where the hofpitable Shunamite 
lodged the prophet Elijah, Eiidor, where the pythonefs 
entertained king Saul, Naim, where Chrib raifed the 
poor widow’s fon, Beth-Shemelli, Jezreel, or Efdrelon, 
prEfdraelon, and Cabrum Peregrinorum (X). 

South of Zebulon lay the other half-tribe of Manafleh ; 
and fouth of this, that of Ephraim, afterwards known 
by the name of Samaria. The territories of thefe two 
tribes, though contiguous,, varied pretty much, fome 
parts being mountainous and rocky, barren, and even de- 
fert ; whilb others were pleafant, fertile, and well inha- 
bited. That of Manafleh was hemmed in, north and 
fouth, by Ifl'achar and Ephraim, and on the eab, and 
web, by the Jordan and Mediterranean. It exhibited a 
variety of plains, mountains, vallies, fprings, and a good 


(U) Its ancient name was 
Eleipha, which we take notice 
of beciuife the Greeks and La- 
tins, having changed it Into 
Cepha and Capha, fome have 
conceived a notion, that it was 
fo called trom the rocky ground 
which they fuppofe it to be 
built upon, or furrounded with. 
The names of Sycaminos and 
Porphyreon were probably 
given to it, the firft from the 
lycamore-trees, which grew 
about it j and the latter from 
the Ihell-fifh which waa taken 
on its coail, and which they 


ufed in dying purple. It is 
fituate at the foot of Mount 
Cjrmel, to the north of it, on 
the gulpli of Ptolemais or 
Acco, and is only parted from 
it by its fair and fpacious ha- 
ven, fo that thofe two cities 
band but at about fifteen miles 
diftance from each other. 

(X) Amongft them was that 
of Tarichea, feated on the 
banks of the fea of Galilee, 
about eight miles fouth of Ti- 
berias, of great ftrength, and 
famed for the defence it made 
againil Verpafiaur 


Trlhe of 
IJiicfiar, 


C'iV/rJ. 


Other half 
of Ma- 
najfeh. 


number 
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number of ftatdy cities; among which were Beth-Shean 
or ^icythopolis, Salem, Auer, Bezech, Abel-Meholah, 
Caftrum Alexr^ndrinum, Tirfhah or Terfa, Acrabata, 
Thebez, Tlianac or Tanac, Gath-Rimmon, Maccoth, 
Ennon, Megiddo, Gilgal, Dor or Dora, Cxfarea Palef- 
tina, and Antipatris, 

The tribe of Ephraim took up the fouth fide of Sama- 
ria, and extended, like that of ManalTeh, from the Me- 
diterranean on the weft, to the Jordan on the call ; 
bounded on the fouth, by the territoVity of Benjamin, and 
part of Dan. Here, likewife, fome parts were rocky and 
mountainous, though covered with trees, and good paf- 
turc, and the low lands exceedingly rich, fruitful, and 
even luxuriant. The cities and towns, numerous, large 
and well peopled ; among which were Saren or Sarona, 
Lydda or Diofpolis, Elon, Raniathaim or Arimathca, 
Bethoron, Gazer or Gafera, Timnath-Serah, Pharaton 
or Pirathon, Caftrum Hyreanium, Sichem or Sechem, 
fince Neapolis, Samaria, fince Sebafte, Jechman, Taph- 
nah, Dog, Doch, or Dagon, Najoth, Gath Rimmon, 
Michmafli, fince Byra, and Shilo or Sio, Thefe were the 
chief places in the tribe of Ephraim. 

Jiidea^ properly fo called. 

This canton, 'which contained the tribes of Benjamin, 
Judah, Dan, and Simeon, was fituate on the molt 
fouthern fide of the whole, having Samaria or Ephraim 
on the north, the Mediterranean on the weft, Idumzea and 
Egypt on the fouth, and the Jordan and the Dead Sea on 
the eaft. The climate^was much warmer than that of the 
other two, being moftly under the thirty-fecond degree of 
latitude ; but well refreflicd with cooling winds from the 
fcas and mountains. The face of the country was beau- 
tifully variegated with plains, hills, valiies, and fome de- 
ferts, moft of them well watered with pleafant ftreams 
and rivulets, which ran down from the mountains ; fo 
that, in the whole, it was as feitile in corn, wine, oil, 
fiuits, and pafture grounds, as any of the reft“. 

1. The tribe of Benjamin lay contiguous to Samaria on 
the north, to Judah on the fouth, and to Dan on the 
weft, which laft parted it from the Mediterranean. It had 
not many cities and towns; but this 'want was amply 
compenfated by its containing the moft confider^ble, and 
the metropolis of all, the celebrated city of Jerufalemi 

• 5ec Jofcphiis, ReUnd, 

the 
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Jhe centre of the Jewifh worfhip and religion, the feat o^ 
all the Jewifh monarchs and pontiffs, and of the famed 
faiihcdrim, or grand court and council of the nation. 

The other cities were Jericho, Gibeon, Beth-el, Glbcah, cities. 
Hai, Gilgal, Anathoth, Neb, or Neboj to which we 
may add the two hoted villages of Bethany and Gcthfe- 
mane. 

Jerufalem (Y), in its moft flourifbing ftatc, was divided JerufaUm 
into four parts, each inclofed with its own walls; namely, depnbed, 
the old cityof Jebus, which flood on Mount Zion, where 
the prophets dwelt, inid where David built a magnificent 
caftle and palate, which became the refidence, both of 
himfelf arid fiicceffors ; on which account it was empha- 
tically called, the City of David (Z).” The lower city, 
called alfo, the “ Daughter of Zion,” being built after it ; 
on which flood the two magnificent palaces, which So- 
lomon built for himfelf and his queen ; that of the Mac- 
cabean princes ; and the flately amphitheatre raifed by 
Herod, capable of containing eighty thoufaiid fpeclators ; 
the ftrong citadel by Antiochus, to command the temple, 
but fince rafed by Simon the Maccabce, who recovered 
the city from the Syrians; and laflly, a fecond citadel, 
built by Herod, upon a high and craggy rock, called by 
him Antonia. The new city, moftly inhabited by tradtf- 
men, artificers, and merchants ; and. Mount Moriah, on 
which appeared the celebrated temple of Solomon, dc- 
feribed in the fixth and feventh chapters of the fecond 
book of Kings ; deflroycd by Nebuchadnezzar, rebuilt by 
the Jews on their return from Babylon, and afterwards 
renewed, augmented, adorned, and enriched by Herod. 

Without pretending to give a particular defeription of SohmtB's 
this renowned edifice, concerning which different waiters temple. 
have fo widely differed in opinion, we fhall confine our 
prefent account of it to fuch particulars only, as arc 
agreed on all hands, and founded on the authority of the 
ScripiurCv It is generally allowed, i. That there were 
no lefs than one hundred and lixty-three thoufand three 
hundred men employed in the work. 2. That, notwith- 

(Y) The name fignifiea in city and temple, by Nebu- 

the Hebrew, the vijton^ inhe~ chadnezzar, was never tho- 
ritauce^ at pojfejfion of peace. roughly rebuilt, till the reign 

(Z) This flately building of Herod the Great, who raif- 
was greatly enlarged and beau- ed it to a moft fumptuouB and 
tificd by Solomon ; but being elegant ftrudure, and infcribcd 
dcllroyed, with the reft of the it to Agrippa and Cafar, 

Banding 
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ftanding that prodigious number of hands, took 
feven whole years in building. 3. That the height of i^ 
amounted to one hundred and twenty cubits, or elghty- 
two yards ; and the courts round it were about half as 
high. 4. 1 hat the front on the eaft fide was fuftained by 
ramparts of fquarc ftone, of vaft bulk^ built up from the 
valley below, three hundred cubits high ; the height of 
which being added to that of the edifice, amounted to 
four hundred and twenty cubits. To this if we add, 
5. Sixty cubits, the height of the principal tower above 
all the reft, the total will be four hundred and eighty cu- 
bits, which, reckoning at two feet to a cubit (A), amount 
to nine hundred and fixty feet; but according to the 
length of that meafurc, as others reckon it, viz. at two 
feet and a half, it will reach to one hundred and twenty 
feet ; a prodigious height this from the ground, and fuch 
as might well make Jofephus fay, that the very defign of 
it was lufticientto have turned the brain of any but Solo- 
mon. (). Thole ramparts, which were raifed in this 
manner, to fill up the prodigious chafm made by the deep 
valley below, and to make the area of a fufticient breadth 
and length for the edifice, were one thoufand cubits in 
length at the bottom, and eight hundred at the top, and 
the breadth of them one hundred more. 7. The huge 
buttrefles which fupported the ramparts, were of thefame 
height, fquare at the top, and fifty cubits broad, and 
jutted out one hundred and fifty cubits at the bottom. 

8. 1 he ftones of which they were built, were, accord- 
ing to Jofephus, forty cubits long, twelve thick, and 
eight high, all of marble, and fo exquifitely joined, that 
they feemed one continued piece, or rather poliftied rock. 

9. According to the fame Jewilh hiftorian, there were 
one thoufand four hundred and fifty-three columns of Pa- 
rian marble, and twice that number of pilaftcrs, of fuch 
thickneis, that three men could hardly embrace them, 
their height and capitals proportionable, and of the Co- 


(A) This Hebraic meafure 
is very differently fettled by 
authors, viz. by blfliop Cum- 
berland and others, to twenty 
inches and an half, by others 
at eighteen. Capelins and 0- 
thers think the Jews had two 
cubits, one facred, the other 
common ; the firft of thirty -fix, 
the othes of cijghtccD inchet : 


this they prove from fundry dl- 
menlions, which Mofes gl^cs 
to the Leviilcal territory round 
their cities ; viz, in one verfe 
at one thoufand cubits, and, 
in the very next at two thou- 
fand ; the former being fup- 
pofed thefacred, and the fecond 
the common. 


rinthian 
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rinthian order. But it is likely, Jofcphus hath given us 
\hefe two laft articles from the temple of Herod, there 
being nothing like them mentioned by the facred hiflo- 
rians, but a great deal about the prodigious cedars of Le- 
banon, ufed in that edifice, the excellent workmanlhip of 
them, adapted to® their feveral ends and defigns, toge- 
ther with their gildings, and other curious ornaments (B)v 
It is affirmed in the text that all the materials of this 
ftupendous fabric were finifhed and adapted to their ie- 
veral ends, before they were brought to Jerufalem, thait 
is, the ftones in their quarries, and the cedars in Leba- 
non ; fo that there was no noife of ax, hammer, or any 
tool, heard in rearing the edifice. The variety of for- 
tune to which both city and temple were expofed, will be 
fpecified in the fequel of this hiftory. Mean while, as 
ive have taken notice of the moft remarkable places, 
mountains, vallies, Slc. in Judea, under a former article, 
we fliall conclude this with an account of its prefent de- 
plorable condition, under the Turks. As for other towns 
of note in the tribe of Benjamin, the reader may fee all 
that is worth notice concerning them, in the iioIl* (C). 

This 


I Kings, vi, 7. 


(B) The fenfible reader will 
require better authority than 
that of Jofephus, to confirm 
the truth of thefe dimenfions, 
which I'eeni to be the effeft of 
Jewifh exaggeration divefled of 
all probability. But, we lhall 
give a more accurate defer! p- 
tion of the temple, in the fe- 
quel of the Jewifh hiftory. 

(C) I, Nob, Nobe, Noba, 
i*^omba, a facerdotal city at the 
fartheft end weftward of this 
tribe, and the place where the 
ark fume time 1 efted, after the 
^jiking of Shiloh by the Phi- 
liiVines, fo totally ruined by 
king Saul, Oil account of the 
fmall affiftance which the hlqh- 
prieft Abimelcch had given the 
fugitive David, thatSt.Jerom 
tells us, it ftill lay in ruins in 
his time, which were then to 
be feen at fomie Onall diftance 
frotn Diofpolis. 


2. GIbeon, Gabaon, fo ftyl- 
ed from its being advanta- 
geoufly firuare on an eminence, 
about forty or fifty furlongs, 
or fix or eight miles north from 
Jerufalem. 

3. Gibeah, or Gibeath- 
Saul, fb called for being the 
birth-place of that monarch, 
and to diftinguifh it from Gi- 
heath ‘Phineas, in the tribe of 
Ephraim, flood feven or eight 
miles north from Jerufalem, 
and as many north-weft from 
Gilead. 

4. Gilgai, Gralgal, Galga- 
tha, fituate on the banks of the 
Jordan, where the Ifraelites 
crofted at thdr entrance into 
the Promifed Land, famed fof 
the monument which Jofhua 
reared there, in memory of 
that miniculoqf paflage. 

- 5. Betb-el, anciently Lur, 
but fo ftyled by Jacob in me- 
IBOTjr 
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This once (lately and opulent metropolis is at prcfent 
called by the Turks* Cudfembaric and CoudfberifF, andT 
reduced to a poor thinly inhabited town, of at moft three 
miles in circuit. It ftaiids in 31*^ 48" of north lati- 
tude, and 35^ 34^ of eaft longitude, on a rocky moun- l 
tain furrounded on all fides^ except on the north, with 
llecp afeents, and deep valleys below; and thefe again en- 
vironed with other hills at fome diftancc(D). The foil, 
for want of cultivation, is now become ftony, fandy, 
and barren ; yet in fome places, produces corn, wine, 
and oil ; efpecially in the neighbourhood of the city. 
There was a period indeed, after its total deftrutlion by 
Titus Vcfpafian, at which it was likely to have recovered 
Jtehuili by its former grandeur ; when the emperor Adrian built a 
Adrian. nevr city, almoft upon the fpot of the old town, which 


mory of his lignal vifion there, weft of Beth-d, and at a fmall 
that word lignifying, the houfe diftance north-weft from Jeri- 
of God. It flood on the weft of cho. 

Ai, a Canaatiitifti cityx taken The laft, and moft confi- 
immediately after Jericho, a- derable city in this tribe, next 
bout twelve miles north from to Jerufaletn, was- Jericho, 
Jerufalem, about ftx miles weft from the 

6. Anathoth, a facerdotal Jordan, and twenty-two al- 
city, litiiate between Gilgal moil eaft from Jerufalem. It 
and Jerufalem, the birth-place was fituate in a fpacious plain, 
of Jeremiah, and inheritance prodLicingallfortsDffruits,cf- 
of many of the Jewifti pontiffs. pecialJy palm-trees, and ftyled 

7. Bethany, a famed village from thence the “City of 

on the road between Jericho Palms." It was adorned with 
and Jerufalem, the dwelling- a magnificent palace, and other 
place of Lazarus, and his two edifices built by Herod ; but 
lifters. of all its ancient fplendor 110- 

8. Geihfemane, which fig- thing now remains ; the place 
nifies an oil pn/s^ was a village being dwindled int« a poorvil- 
on the Mount of Olives, and lage, except fome arched parts 
perhaps fo called, becaufe of of an old conduit, fuppofed to | 
ihe prelTing of that oil there, have been made to convey the 

It is chiefly noted for a garden, water into the city, and parts 
to which our Saviour was w^ont adjacent (1). 
to refort at night with his dif- (D) The natural lituation 
ciples, and where he was be- of Jerufalem bounded by thofe 
trayed by Juda^, and led away precipices, feems to prove that 
bound. the city could never be much 

9. Ai, by the Septuagint more extenfive than it is at pre- 
Aal, by jofephus Aina, and fent. 

by ' Others Ajah^ was fituate 

(1) jofeph. Autiq. Pococke. 

be 
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Ve calkd ^lia Capitolina^ and adoriied with walls, and 
f lather ndbfe edifices, permitting the Chriftians to fettle 
and live in it. B]ut this was a uiort gleam of good for- 
tune 5 for, when the pious emprefs Helena^ mother of 
Conllantine the Great, came to vifit this theatre of the 
world’s redemption, Ihe found it in fach a forlorn and 
ruinous condition, as raifed her pity into a noble zeal of 
reftoring it to its ancient luftre* To this end, flie caufed, Ktfibn^ ^ 
with a gfcat deal of coft and labour, all the ruhbilh that the mprtfs 
had been thrown upon thofe places where Our Saviour had tieltna^ 
fufiered, to be removed : and, in the profecution of this 
work, they are faid to have found the crofs on which he 
died. 

Mount Calvary being thus cleared, flic caufed a mag- 
nificent church to be built upon it, to comprehend as 
many of the feenes of his fufFerings, as could be Cpnve* 
nicntly inclofed. This ftately edifice is ^ftilJ Handing, and 
kept in good repair, by the offerings of a conftant con- 
courfc of pilgrims, who annually refort to it, as well as 
the contributions of feveral Chriftian princes. 

The walls of it are of ftonc, the roof of cedar ; the eaft The great 
end inclofes Mount Calvary, and the weft comprehends church rf 
the holy fepulchre. The former is covered with a noble Sepul* 
cupola, fupported by fifteen maflive columns, which 
were crufted with marble. The centre of it is open on 
the top juft over the fepulchre, and above the high altar 
at the eaft end is another ftately dome. The nave of the 
church conftitutes the choir ; and in the infide aifles arc 
the places where the moft remarkable circumftances of 
Chrift’s pallion were tranfadled, together with the tombs 
of Godfrey and Baldwin, the two fiift Chriftian kings 
of Jerufalem. An afeent of twenty-two fteps, leads to a 
chapel, T^ere that part of Calvary is fhewn, on which 
Chrift wK crucified, and the very hole in the rock, in 
which his crofs was fixed. The altar hath three crofTes 
on it, and is richly adorned, with other coftly embellifh- 
ments, particularly with forty-fix filver lamps of immenfe 
value, that hang before it, and are kept conftantly burn- 
ing. Adjoining to this, is another fmall chapel, front- 
ing the body of the church. At the weft end is that of 
the fepulchre, which is hewn '#ut of the folid rock, and 
hath a fmall dome or lantern, fupported by pillars of 
porphyry. The cloifter found the fepulchre, is divided 
into fundry chapels, appropriated to the feveral fc£ts of 
Chriftians, who refide there, (uch as Greeks, AmieniaiiSf 
Maronites, Jacobkes, Copts> and 

Voi. II, H On 
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Qn tlie north-wed, are the apartmentd of the Lathn^ wM 
have the care of the church,, and are forced to rehde coii«7 
ilantl^ in it, the Turks keeping the keytfof it, and not 
fuiFenng any of them to go out, but obliging them lo 
ccive their provliions through a wicket* 

Ctremom0s Eafter ia the time at which the chief ceremonies ai<e 
ptrfwnud performed within this place, and which chiefly conGll in 
rcprefcntations of Chrift’s paffion, crucifixion,, death, 
and tefarreflion. At this folemnity every pilgrim, pay- 
ing a certain fee, is admitted in to aflift at the folemn 
proceffion, and other cerciii(|nics ; of thcfe there is com- 
monly a vaft concourfej, fome of them choofe to enter on 
the eve of Good-Friday, and lo ftay till Eafter-Monday *- 
J’mrk- The lad particular we lhall take notice of Under this ar* 
tKJipUbuiU. tide, is an edifice ereded on Mount Moriah, on thiu 
fouth-ead part of the city, called Solomon’s temple, 
danding on or near the fpot where the ancient temple 
flood. But, as we are well aflhred, that the old tcmplte 
was totally deftroved by the Romans, it is not eafy ta 
guefs when, or by whom this modern building wa»^ 
reared (I). The entrance into it is at the ead end, under 
an oflagon, adorned with a cupola, roof, and lantern j 
and forward, towards the wed, is a fair drait aifle. like 
that of a church, the whole furrounded with a fpaiout 
fquare court, walled on every fide. The extent of this^ 
place, a 9 cording to Mr, Maundrell, is five hundred and 
feventy common, paces long, and three hundred and 
feventy broad. In the midd of it, where the Jewi£h 
Sandlum San£lorum is faid to have flood, is ere^ed 2 
Turkifh mofque, neither confidcrable for its magnitude 
nor dru<Jlure; which, neverthelefs, makes a (lately figure, 
by the foie advantage of its fituation. This place. Maun- 
Kruirtuetd drclltcUs us, is held in fuch veneration bv the Turks, that 
^4urh ^ cannot go near it, without being in^danger of 

fo^rfeiting his life, lor religion. It lies over-againfl the 
Mount of Olives, and is parted from it by thf Vale of 
Jehofhaphat ; and one may eafily judge what an itnmenfe 

■ Vide ^Mckc, ShftW, Maundrell, RadziviUe, Tlievenot, 
SADdyi, « )e Bruya. 

t wddehcc of djis datiou of Solomon’s temple, 

bmWmg*^ M invalidate the were deftroyed try fubterran^ 
toth ^ the rnimde wrought tm fire, thaft the prophecy 
b the <kysof Juban the Aj#^- inight bc^ fcHfied, which iml 
wticre the woikm^ em* plied that the temple fhould 
|!^fed m ^^g ii|Km the fouA- sefti bettbuik. 


labour 
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J_abour it muft have coft to level fuch a fpacious area upon 
ifo ftrong and rock^ a mountain. Dr. PcM:ockei who hath 
taken a more particular view of that edifice^ much extols 
the beauty of the profpef^j as well as the materials and 
workmanihip. The colonnades are of the Corinthian or- 
der, finely wrou^t, and the arches turned over them ) 
being, as he fuppofes, the porticoes leading to the infide 
of tl^ building, which, he thinks, was formerly a Chrif- 
tian church. 

The -city is now under the government of a fangiac, Prifintgo 
Whofe rcfidcnce is in a houfe faid to have been that of •v^rMmeat 
Pontius Pilate, over-againft the caftle of Antonia, built ^ 
by Herod the Great. There they (hew the ftairs by which ^ 

Jefus afeended to the gallery where the governor expofed 
him to the people ; at leaft they (hew a new fiignt of 
them ; for, as to the old ileps, called fcala fanta, they are 
faid to have been carried to Rome. Many of thofe (lately 
churches, built in memory of fomc remarkable gofpel-tranf- 
adlion, have been fince turned into mofques, into fome of 
which money will procure an entrance. Both friars, and 
other Chriftians, arc kept fo poor, by the tyranny of the 
government, that the chief fupport and trade of the pbee 
confiftsin providing ftrangers with food, and other accom- 
modations, and felling them beads, relics, and other re* 
ligious trinkets j for which they are obliged to pay confi- 
derable fums to the fangiac, as well as to his officers ; 
thefc are feldom fo well contented with their ufual dues, 
but that they frequently extort fome fre(h contributions, 
efpecially from the Francifeans, whofe convent is the 
common receptacle for all pilgrims. For this accommo- 
dation, they have confiderable allowances from the pope, 
and other crowned heads ^ befides the ufual prefenU 
which (hangers generally make them at their departure. 

The Tribt of Judah, 

This canton extended fouth of Benjamin about twenty- 7-^, 
feven miles, quite to the mountains of Scir, or Edom, 
which were the frontiers between it and Idumxa. It was 
bounded on the caft by the Dead, Sea, and on thewcRby 
the tribes of Dan and Simeon, both which lay between 
it and the Mediterranean. Judah was reckoned the 
largcft and moil populous tribe of all the twelve, and 
the inhabitants were the ftouteft, and moft vali* 
ant. It Was, moreover, the chief and royal tribe, from 
Sv^ch the kingdom was denominated, as hath been al- 
leady liiiited. Tbc land was beautifully variegated with 
H 2 fertile 
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fcrtik plains, hills, dales, lakes, and fountains. It prd- , 
duced great plenty of corn, wine, oil, fruits and pafturc, / 
except where it lay contiguous to Idumxa. It was pro- 
perly in the territory of Judah that the Canaanites dwelt ; 
and here it was, likewife, that Abraham and his defeend- 
ents fojourne.d, till their going down Into Egypt. The 
principal places in this tribe were, Libna, Makkedah, 
Azecha, Beth-Zor, or Bethfora, Emmaus, Nicopolis, Bc- 
zech, Bethlehem, Tekoah, Engadi, Odalla, Keylah, 
Hebron, Jelher, Jerimoth, Taphnah, Kirjath-Jearim, 
Maon, Holon, Gozen, Gelo, Cabzael, Razor or Chad* 
zor, and MafTada ; the moft remarkable of which the 
reader will find deferibed in the note ** (K). 

The 

b lie his Tid. Reland, ubi fupra, lib. i. cip. iX. & feq. Cell- 
arium, jofeph. & al. 


{K) At the head of all thefe 
we may juflly place the royal 
city of Bethlehem, not only on 
account of it3 being the binh» 
lace of king David, and from 
im emphatically ftyled tho 
City of David, but much more 
fo, as it was appointed by Pro- 
videnefe to be the birth-place 
of the Saviour of the world, 
though at prefent reduced to a 
poor village. It is iituate on 
a hill, in a fertile and de- 
lightful plain, about five of fix 
miles, according to Jofephus 
and Eufebius, but feven or 
eight, according to more mo- 
dern travellers, fouth of jeru- 
falem. It is dill held in great 
eftecra, both for the magnifi- 
cent church which the pious 
emprefs Helena caufed to be 
built oyer the grott where the 
Divine Infant was born, and 
for the great concourfe of pil- 
grims, who yearly repair to it. 

Hebron, now called EUka- 
hil, the ancient feat of David 
before he had taken Jernfiirem, 
Ihndfl on a ridge of mountains, 
whkh overlook a mod delicious 
nUey twenty miles fouth of 


that metropolis. The old city 
hath long lain in ruins, but 
near to them dands a village, 
in which is dill a handfome 
church, built by the fame pious 
emprefs, over the cave where 
Abraham and Sarah, Ifaac, 
Jacob, and Leah, lie buried. 
The Turks have turned it into 
a mofque, and the place is 
much revered by them, as 
well as by the Jews and Chrif- 
tians. 

Makkedah, a royal city, 
near which the five Amoritilh 
kings were put to death by Jo- 
fhua, was once a very drong 
city, and placed, by Eufebius, 
about eight miles from Eleu- 
theropolis. 

Lebna, a drong city, li- 
tuate in a narrow neck of land 
in this tribe, which ran north- 
wards between thofe of Dan 
and Benjamin. 

Azecha, another drongplace, 
both by fituatlon, and its dout 
walls ; feated in the fame 
north -wed corner with Lebna 
and Makkedah, in the valley 
of Terebinth, where David 
dew OoUath, 

Bethzori 



to the B^lonijh Captivity* 

The Tribe of Dan^ 

South-weft of the tribe of Judah, between it and th« Tribe 
Mediterranean, lay the two laft tribes we have ftill to 
fpcak of, namely, Dan and Simeon ; beyond which were 
ftill feated, along ^he fea-coaft, the ancient Philiftines, 
once mafters of the whblc from the confines of Phccnicc, 
on the north, to thofe of Idumaea on the fouth. The fhiltfiim 
cities along this coaft were fo ftrong and populous, that 
the Danites could not prefently wreft them from their 

j 

Bethzor, or Bethfora, fo quantities of palms, and other 
called from its fituation upon odoriferous trees : though it 
a high rock, was a very flout be likewife often called a wil- 
fortrefs, efpecially about the , dernefs, on account of the 
time of the Maccabees ; but mountains and woods that fur- 
had formerly been fortified by rounded the town. Both this 
king Rehoboam, to keep the of Engadi, and thatof Tekoah, 

Danites in awe. The author are full of large caverns, fomc 
of the fecond book of Macca- of which the reader may fee 
bees places Bethfora within deferibed in the authors lately 
five furlongs of Jerufalem: quoted, 
but that k a pialpable error; Ziph, from which the neigh - 
for it could not then have been bouring defert hath its name, 
in the tribe of Judah : but flood on a high hill, about 
Eufebius afllires us, it was eight miles call of Hebron, ac- 
twenty miles from it, on the cording to St. Jerom, and was 
road to Hebron. ftill a confiderable town in his 

Eminaus, in Hebrew, Cham- time. 

from its hot and faluti- Maon, another ftrong cky, 
ferous waters, famed for our which gave name to the neigh- 
Saviour’s appearance to two of bouring wildernefs, flood on a 
his dlfciples, flood, as the e- barren eminence, at a little 
vangelifl tells us, about fixty dlftance to the fouth-weft of 
furlongs, or eight miles, foath- the Dead Seat 
weft from Jerufalem. The lafl place worth notice, 

Tekoah, Tccua, fituate on in this tribe, was the famed 
the fide ,of a hill about nine fortrefs of Maffada, built by 
miles from Bethlehem, be- Judas Maccabeus, and often 
tween Bethfora and Engadi. mentioned by jofepbus as im- 
Engadi, or the fountain of pregnable. It flood a few 
ihe formerly Hazazon miles fouth of Engadi, and 

Thamar, or the city of palm- weft of the Dead Sca^ on % 
trees ^ is fituate on the top of high craggy rock, inaccefiible 
a high and fteep rock near the on all fides but one, and chaf 
Dead Sea, furrounded with a very difficult and fteep ( I )• 
territory much famed for great 

j(i) Jofeph« de Bell. J5ftu Sam. 

H J bjR»TC 
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brave inhabitants, but were forced to gain them by dc-« 
grees, as they could, and at lall: to leave them in quiet pof- ^ 
feflion of fix of the moft confiderablc ; viz. Gath, Accaron, 
Aflidodj Afcalon, Gaza, and Majuma, together with the 
territories belonging to them ; whilft they contented, 
thcmfclves with thofc which lay norttf of them, up to 

i>m^s lot of Dan was bounded on the north by Ephraim, 

Bfunds- Qjj by the Philiftines and the Mediterranean 5 

on the fouth oy Simeon, and on the eaft by Judah and 
Benjamin. Its greateft length, from north to fouth, did 
not exceed forty miles ; it was exceeding narrow on the 
north fide, and not above twenty-five broad on the fouth. 
But what it wanted in room was, in a great meafure, 
made up by the fertility of the foil, and the induftry and 
bravery of its inhabitants, fome of whom, rather than 
be confined within their narrow limits, ventured fo far as 
the city of Lailh, in the utmolt verge north of Faleftine, 
after new fettlements. The country abounded with corn, 
winc^ oil, fruits, and all other necclTaries. Here was 
the famed valley called Nahal Efcol, or of thi grapes ; 
whence the fpies fent by Mofes brought fuch noble fpe- 
cimens 0^ its fertility to the Ifraclitifh camp. Dan had, 
befides, a good number of cities within its fmall extent, 
the chief of which were Joppa, Jamnia, Cafphin, Thim- 
nahjBeth-Shcmefli, Ajalon, Lachilh, Modin, Eltek, Lehi, 
Cibbethon, and Zora or Sora **. Of thefe we (hall de^ 
feribe here only the two former, which were maritime, 
and refer the others to the note (B), 

/ Joppa> 

b See Reland, jofeph. Cellar, &al. 


(B) Cafphin was a fmall, 
but well -fortified town, fcated 
on a fmall lake about fix miles 
caftward of Janania, famed in 
the time or the Maccabitiih 
wars. About five or fix miles 
fouth oF it, and weft fmm Di- 
ofpolis, on the road to £leu- 
thempcdii ftood the Levitical 
city, of Gath-Rimroon, or 
Geth-Rimmon, given by the 
tribe of Dan m the family ^f 
Cobath. Its name fignifies 
the pr^s of pomgranaies, and 
k is likely they made ibme 


quantities of wine from that 
noble fruit. Beth-Shemefli, 
another Levitical city, about 
fix or feven miles fouth of 
Gath-Rimmon, near the fea- 
coaft. There were feveral 
other cities of the lame name ; 
and no u^nder, that word fig- 
nifying the hou/e, or temple of 
the ftn, 5vcry place that had 
ibch a temple, afie^cd to call 
it by that namCi m the Gredcs 
did by that of Heiit^lk, 
which implies the &me thing. 
Ajaloii Hear the borders 
of 
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' Joppstf Japha, now Jafia, er^ a confidcrable fea-port 
iffi the Mediterranean, and the only port which the Jews 
had on that fea, was^feated on a high hill, which com- 
manded a full profpe£^ of the Tea on one fide, and a 
fertile country on the other. It had the town of Jamnia 
on the fouth, Cl^Yiaiea Palaeftina on the north, and Ramaj 
or Ramula on the call; and it h often mentioned both in 
the Old and New Tellament. This city was fb entirely 
ruiaedf during the holy war, that it had fcarcely any 
buildings left landing but the old callle, which is fituate 
on an eminence above it, and another near the fea-fide. 
At prefent, the town is rebuilt towards the Tea with good 
Itone houfes, and drives a confiderable trade, particularly 
in the Rama and Jerufalem lbap« There are likewife 
great quantities of rice, corn, and other commodities, 
brought hither from Egypt, and ejq>orted hence into other 
countries. On the weft fide of the haven is a copious 
^ring which fupplie^ the town> and refrefties all the paf- 
iengers that travel this way. 

of Judah, and was ^ven to >i:oifld beleen atfuch adlHaoee 
(thefacerdotal family ofXbhath. oft at fca, as to ierve for a land- 
There were four cities of that mark, and were ftill landing in 
name ; ime in the tribe of Ben- 'St. Jerom's time, not far from 
jamin, about three miles call the city of Diofpolis ; but the 
fpom Beth -el,* a fccond in that town was dwindled into a vil- 
of Ephraim, two miles from lage. L^, the place where 
Scchem, on -the road to Jeru- 'Samfon flew a thoufand Fhilifi- 
lalem ; a third in the tribe of tines with the jaw-bone of an 
^ebulun, whofe iituatiou is aft, was near Eltek^ orEltaka, 
uncectainr, and the fourth in a f^rdotal citv, given to the 
this of Dan, between Timnah fons of Cohatn. Gibbelhon, 
and Beth^hypmelh, lately men- -or Qabbathon, probably the 
tioned, i^achilh, in the fron- fame with Oabbatha, a Levi- 
tiers of Judah, to which Sen- tical city on the frontiers a£ 
nacherib laid fiege when he Judah, t\%^clve miles from ElcU- 
4cnt that haughty meflage to theropolis, where theyfljcwed 
Hezekiah, was ftill a fmall the tomb of the prophet Ha- 
town, about feven miles fojurth bakkuk- Laftly, the lamed 
fforta Ekuthcropolis, in Eufe- city of Zorah, or Sotah^ 
-hius and St. Jerom's rime, the birth-place of Samfo^ 
Modin, famed for being the which flood in a (pacions plain 
birth and burying-place of the near the frontiers of Dan a|id 
Maccahean princes, was foated Judah, ten iniles froRi En^c- 
on a hUi ac a fmall diftance ropotii, On the foad fo Nko- 
ftpm the fea. Their toipfcu, pw. 

*»bich wererrety nugnifio^ 


toj 


Its traffic^ 
fort, 
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JammMi Jamnla, Jamni, Jamnesj Jcmne or Jemmais, iituato., 
cm the fame coaft, between Joppa and Azotua, in a plea-> 
fant champain country, is not mentioned by any of thofc 
names in the Hebrew text ; but wc meet with that of 
Jabne among thofc which Icing Uzziah took from the 
rhiliftinea, which is, without doubt/ the very fame, 
Jofephus tells us, it was given from the tribe of Judah to 
that of Dan. The fccond book of Maccabees, places it 
about two hundred and forty furlongs welt of Jerufalem. 

It was made an epifcopal fee, under that of Csefarca, in 
the early times of Chriftianity ; but, at prefent, has no- 
thing worthy our farther notice ; we ftiall, therefore pafs 
into the next and laft canton of Paleftine 5 namely ; 

The Tribe of Simeon^ 

Triht ^ This tribe was confined to a very fmall lot on the moll 
SrntQn, fouthern corner of Juda;a, bounded by Dan on the norths 
the little river Sichor on the fouth, which parted it from 
Idumaea, by Judah on the eaft, and by a fmall neck of 
land towards the Mediterranean on the well. The grcateH 
part of it was fo mountainous, fandy, and barren, efpe- 
ciaUy that which lay on the fouth fide of the river Bezor 
which ran acrofsit, and on the north of which they had 
but a very narrow flip of fertile land. They were fo ha- 
raffed by the Philiftines on one fide, and the Idumseans 
on the other, that, finding neither room nor fuftenance 
Dijf^erfed fuflicient, nor any quietnefs in their inheritance, they 
outof their were obligedtofcek their fortune among other tribes, from 
the very beginning hiring thcmfelves out to aflill their 
brethren in the epnqueft of their lots, for the fake of 
having fome Ihare of the conqueft. Others difperfed 
themfelves among every tribe, where, it ftems, they 
ferved as feribes, notaries, and fchoolmafters 5 fo truly 
was their father Jacob’s curfe verified on them, as well as 
on the the tribe of Levi (C), on accoujit of their bloody 
maffacre of the Shechemites : Curfed be their anger, 
for it was fierce ; and their revenge, for it was inhuman i 
I will difperfc them in Jacob, and fcatter them in Ifrael*.’^ 

* Gen. xHx. 5, & feq. 

(G) As the Sltnccwiltes were ing debarred from having any 
to difperfe theoifelves lot or inheritance among the 
among the pther tribes, for refl, and obliged to live on the 
n^nt ^ room and fuftenance, tytbes and offerings of the 
Levitw, they be- tribes, 

Tbeiy 
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Their to wrns were few, and none of them very confider- 
Jkle, but rather anfwerable to the thinnefs and poverty of 
the inhabitants. The chief of them were Ziklag oi^ Sicc-^ 
leg, Main or Acn, Hormah, Debir, anciently Kirjatb-* 
fepher, Gerar, alias Gezarah, Beerfheba, Anthedon, and 
Rhinocoiura V lihe two laft, which lay near the fea- 
coait, were, indeed, the mod confiderable ; but, it is a 
quedion, whether the Simeonites ever got pofleflion of 
either, if they were then in being. However that be, 
the reader may fee the former feven deferibed, with the 
red, in the following note(D). As for thofe of Anthe- 

^ Vide Reland, ubi fupra, p. 151. 

(D) Zlklag, by the Septua- Abimclech, famed for their 
ginr and Vulgate called Sice- jufticc and generous hefplcality 
leg, given by Achifti to king to Abraham and Ifaac ; at 
David, during his abode a- which time it was the boundary 
mong the Philidines. ^ It is, of the Canaanites, lituate on 
by Eul'ebius, placed in the the river Bezor, about feven 
ipoftfouthern frontier of thc^ miles fouth-wed of Debir, and 
land of Canaan. Hain, Ain, fix eaft of Beerfiieba. Thif 
Acn, was given by Judah to laft, called alfo Berfabe, and 
Simeon, who allified him in Barlheba, had its name from 
the conqueft of his lot. There the w'cll on which Abraham 
were many towns of that name, and Ifaac ratified their alliance, 
it fignifying a fountain ; on by an oath, with Abimelech 
which account they were dlf- above named. The city was 
tinguidied by the addition of lituate on the fouthernmof); 
fome other, as Ain-Shemefh, verge of all Judza, as Dan 
Ain-Gannin, &c. Eufebius was on the mofi northern ; 
calls this We are fpcaking of, from which came the proverb, 
3 eth-Ain, and &th-Anin, From Dan to Beerfheba.*’ 
and places it about four miles At prefent ii is a poor village, 
from Hebron. Hormah, a adjoining to a large, fandy, and 
royal city, lb called by Jofhua, barren, defert, altogether un- 
who devoted it to defirudtion. inhabited, except towards the 
pebir, Dabir, anciently Kir- fea-coaft, on which Hand the 
jath-Sepher, or the City of two famed cities of Anthedon 
Books, and thence fuppofed and Rhinocoiura above men- 
an univerlity, was inhabited tioned. Beerlhcba was given 
by a gi^ntic race called Ana- by Jofhua to the Simeonites, 
kim, from Anak their pro- and (bod about twenty milci 
genitor. It flood at fome (mall fouth of Hebron, and feven 
alliance from Hebron, and wed of Gerar, bmh of them 
fell to the lot of Judah, who about three d^s joupsey from 
took it, and put ita monarch Jenrfidem. Uur modem map* 
to death. C^rar, or Geza- now place them about thirty- 
r^, the royal refidence of the three miles d>U^-weil of that 
fpngs of that name, fumamed mettopbljs (t). 

p) Judg. ^^01, jolb, Jcfom, fcBol^liictiiehr.fabvoc. 
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<kwi and Rhinoc<duraj they will conic in order after 
iKx PhiJilline cities, which lay on the fame coaft ; fo thafp 
we have now hniHied our courfe through all the 
twelve tribes, and have nothing left to fpeak of but the 
five Philiftines fatrapics, and the two towns above men- 
tioned, before we come to the geogr^hy of thofc na- 
tions that inhabited round the Ifraclitifii provinces. 


Thi fivi 
FhiHfine 
Jmtrafuu 
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Thg fivi PhUifiine fatrap'm diferibid. 

Thefe were fituated along the Mediterranean coaft, be- 
tween that and the tribes of Simeon, Dan, and part of 
Benjamin, extending from the fca-port of Jamnia to the 
mouth of the river Bezor. Hpw far their territories ex- 
tended inland it is not eafy to guefs; but upon the 
whole, they were confined within very narrow limits; 
for, though they have been able to raife very conEder- 
able armies againft the Ifraelites, the far greater part of 
them feem to have confifted of auxiliaries from Edom 
orldumxa. Their names, 0 they lay from north to 
fouth, were thefe : 

1. Gath; 2. Accaron, or Ecron; 3. Aflidod, or 
Azotus; 4. Afcalon'; and, 5. Gaza, with its fea-poit, 
called Portus Gazx, and Majuma : of all thefe we can 
only fay, in general, that they appear to have been 
ftrong, rich, and populous. 

I. Gath, or Geth, tjic birth-place of the famed Goliath, 
was firft conquered by David, fortified by his grandfoo 
Rehoboam, and retaken by Uzziah and Hezekiah. It 
ilood about five or fix miles fouth of Jamnia, about four- 
teen fouth of Joppa, and thirty-two weft of Jerufalem, 
under the 35th degree of call longitude, and 31 deg- 
c6 min. of north latitude. , It recovered its liberty and 
^itiftre in the time of the prophets Amos and Micah, but 
was afterwards demoliOu^ by Hazael king of Syria ; after 
that period it remained of little confideration, till the 
time of the hol^ war, when Fulk, king of Jerufalem, 
built a caftlc on its ruins \ 

n. Ekron, or Accaron, fituate about ten miles fouth of 
Gath, fell, at firft, to the lot of Judah ; was given to the 
of Dan, and appears to have been a very ftrong con- 
fiderable city. According to oUr lateft maps, it flood in 
31 deg. 35 mim north latitude, and 34 deg. 57 min. eaft 
m^itudCi about thirty-four miles weft from Jerufeltm. 


rBee the Be(y W^r, and MaunditU. 
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^ j. Azotiif Aflxlocl, or Azottis, fituated about fourteen 

fifteen miJes fouth of Ekron, between that and ATca* 

Ion, was a celebrated fea-port on the Mediterranean. It 
fell at fird to the lot of Judah, but continued a confider- 
able time in the hands of its ancient owners : it was in 
this city that the iilol Dagon fell in pieces before the ark. 

So drong a place it was, if we may believe Herodotus, 
that it fudained a fiege of twenty-nine years, the longed 
that ever was heard of, under Ffammetichus, the power- 
ful king of Egypt. 

4. Afcalon, another maritime town, and fatrapy, about Afifdon* 
eight or nine miles fouth of Adidod, lying between it and 
Gaza, was edeemed the drongeft of all on the Philidinc 
coad \ neverthelefs, the tribe of Judah, to whofe lot 
it fell, made themfelves mafters of it foon after the death 
of Jofhua. Jofephus places it about three hundred and 
twenty furlongs wed of Jerufalcm. It is dill in being, 
though dwindled into a village. Origen mentions, in hia 
time, fome famed wells near it, faid to have been dug by 
Abraham * ; fome profane authors fpeak of a fmall lake 
full of filhes, confccrated to the goddefs Derceto'j on 
which account the Afcalonians forbore to eat them, as 
they alfo abdained from pigeons, becaufe fuppofed to be 
under her prote^ion. This city was made an episcopal' 
fee from the earlied ages of Chridianity, and, during the 
holy war, had been adorned with many dately edifices ; 
all which have been fince ruined by the Saracens and 
Turks. It was the native place of Herod the Great, who 
was thence furnamed Afcalonltes. It dands in 31* 16^ 
north latitude, and 34^ lo'" ead longitude. 

The lad fatrapy was Gaza, about fifteen miles fouth 
of Afcajon, four or five north of the river Bezor, and at 
a fmall didance from the Mediterranean. It was iituate" 
on an eminence, furrounded with the mod-beautiful and 
fertile valleys, watered by the above mentioned river, 
and a number of other fprings, and, at a farther didance, 
encompafled, on the inland fide, with hills highly cul- 
tivated. The city itfclf was drone, both from its fitua- 
tion, and in coniequence of the drong walls and dately 
towers that furrounded it, built after th^ Pbtlidine m^- 
ner. It was, however, taken by Caleb, then chief of dbe 
tribe of Judah; but foon after reg^ed by the ancient 
inhabitants, and hdd by them tOi Samfon carried off the 
gates of it in the night. It often diifted maders, and 

^ Euleb. Onomad. . « Piod, Sicidi lib, L Lodan, de l>aa|yr. 
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pa^ed from the Jews to the Chald^ns, Perfians, and 
Egyptians^ till it was facked by Alexander the Great. It 
was a fccond time deftroyed by the Maccabees, and wc 
hear no more of it till St. Luke fpcaks of it as a ruined 
place (H). Some geographers make it a fea-port, mif- 
taking it for New Gaza, or Majuma^ others place it 
fome miles from the fea. Arrian fays it ftood only 
twenty furlongs, or two miles and a half, from the 
fca, and not twenty miles, as CaJmet hath written by 
miilake. 

It ftands between two and three miles from the fea, 
and exhibits many noble monuments of antiquity ; fuch 
as rows of ftately marble columns, with all their orna- 
ments i and a great number of fcpulchres, each tomb con- 
lifting of one entire ftone, finely wrought. Near the 
city ftands a round caftle, flanked with four fquare towers, 
in good repair, Over-againft it is the fcraglio, where the 
bafha's wi^es and their attendants are kept ; and a little 
above it are the remains of an old Roman caftle, the ma- 
terials of which are ftill fo firm, that the hammer can 
make no impreflion on them. The Greeks have here 
a handfome church, the roof of which is large and bold, 
fupporlcd by two rows of ftately marble pillars of the 
Corinthian order. That of the Armenians is little in- 
ferior to it, where they fhew the fpot where ftood the 
ancient temple which damfon pulled down, and which 
is now reduced to a heap of rubbifh. The caftle is the 
refidence of the fangiac, or governor, who hath about 
three hundred towns or villages under his jurifdiflion i', 
The territory about it is ftill plcafant and delightful; but 
beyond it, quite to the river of Egypt, the ground is more 
barren, inhabited by wild Arabs, who arc under no regUT 
lar government 

UajumOf Majuma, or New Gaza, was the ancient fea-port to the 
former, and a place of fome note on that account; but 
much more fo in the reign of Conftantine the Great, who 
gave it the name of Conftantia, from his fon Conftantius, 
and endowed it with many fingular privileges, of which it 
Mras afterwards dripped by Julian the apoftate. Majuma 
ftood near the mouth of the river Bezor, about ten miles 
fouth of AfcaJon, and as many north-weft of Antbedon, 

p TbevenoL 1 Pococke. 

(H) We are indeed told by with the Maccabe^ ; and if 
J^^hus, thiit it was rebuilt fo, it piuft have been deftroyed 
pj Oahmius, duripg bis wars again. 
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jgi 31® 41' north latitude, and 34® 50' eaft longitude. It 
has ftlll Tome curious antiquities remaining, but it is noC 
eafy to fay whether they belonged originally to New or 
Old Gaza 

South of Majuma flood the two maritime cities lately 
mentioned of Ai^cdon and Rhinocolura. The former 
was a fmall fea-port on the Mediterranean, but deftroyed 
by Alexander Junneus, one of the Maccabitifh monarchs, 
and fincc rebuilt by Herod, and called by him Agrippius, 
in honour of his ftedfaft friend Agrippa, the favourite of 
Auguftus ^ It flood between Gaza on the north, and 
Rhinocolura on the fouth, about fifteen miles from the 
former, and twenty from the latter •- 

Rhinocolura, or, as others, though improperly, write Rhinocahi^ 
it, Rhinocorura, was the laft city of this coaft, feated on r0. 
the northern fide of the river of Egypt, which parted that 
kingdom from the tribe of Simeon (K). It was likewife 
indifferently placed, by ancient writers, in Paleftine, 

Syria, aftd even in £^ypt| having, at different times, be- 
longed to all thefe countries * j but what name it was 
called by whilft under the Jews, or, indeed, till the fabu- 
lous Greeks gave it the above mentioned appellation, is no 
where to be found. It very early became a bifhoprick 
under the metropolitan of Pclufium in Egypt, and, fince, 
a ftrong fortrefs during the holy war, though it changed 
its name into that of Pharamica, and was of fingular ufe 
to prevent the Turkifli auxiliaries from coming out of 
Egypt into Paleftine. It is now an inconfiderablc place, 
and the territory about it a mere wildernef8(LJ. 

It 

s See la La Martiniere, fub Gaza. ^ Jofeph. Antiq. Itb. xlii. 
cap. «i, •Reland, lib.ii. p. 439. 460. Cellar, lib. iu. cap. 13. 

^ Vide Hieron. in Kai. xix. & xxvii. 

(K) The Greek word pro- this city, which waa, fitim 
perly fignifies Jlit noJiriU ; them, ftiginatized with that 
and the account that is given, name (1). 
both of the city and name, is (L) It will apt be amifa to, 
as follows ,* a numerous gang mention here two cities more, 
of banditti, who had for a long placed, by geographers, alon^ 
time infefted the Perfian do* this coaft, and, by ft>rae, be* 
minions, were at length caught, tween Gaza and Bdiiikicoluri ; 

And feat, with tfieir noftiils but, by others, between this 
flit, into this defert place by and E^pt, viz. Laris, m* La- 
^ of its monarchs (fuppofra rifia, and Rhaphia. The 
f^mbyfea), where they built former, if we may bdievc 

(1] Strabo, lib, svL 
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It HOW remains that we fpcak of thofc fieW natiou{> 
which were feated round about Faleftine ; moft of thehr 
the iced or kindred of Abraham, perpetual war with 
the Jews ; fuch as were the Iflimaelitcs, Moabites, Am- 
monites, Edomites, Ama^ckites, &c. whofe hiftory we 
have given in fome of the foregoing chapters. In de- 
feribing their feveral countries, we ihall not rank them 
according to their dignity, with refpeff to cldeifhip or 
eminence, bat take tuem, as in couife they lie in our 
way round thofe of the Ifraelites, beginning with Idumea, 
as the nearefl to Judah, Simeon, and the Philiflines. 

Edom, or Idumaa, 

land of '^hU country lay fouth of Palciline, and was part of 
Edom, or Arabia Petrsea, having Judxa on the north ; Egypt, and 

Idumea* a branch of the Red Sea, on the weft ; the reft of Arabia 

Petraea on the fouth ; and the defert of Arabia on the eaft. 
It lay moftly under the 30th degree of north latitij^de, and 
34th of eaft longitude. As to its extent, it hath fo often 
changed, that there is no ftatiiig it, without having re- 
gard to the various periods of time through which it pair- 
ed. At hrft, Efau, or Edom, from whom it received its 
name, and his defeendents, fettled along the mountains of 
Scir on the eaft, and fouth of the Deau Sea, from whence 
they fpread thcmfelvcs by degrees, through the weft part 
pf Arabia Petr2ea, from that fea quite to the Mediterra- 
nean. In the time of Mofes, Jofhua, and even of the 
Jewiih kings, they were hemmed in by the Dead Sea on 
one fide, and the Elanitic Gulph on the other; but, 
during the Jewiih captivity at Babylon, they advanced far- 
ther north into Judsea, and fpread themielves as far as 
Hebron in the tribe of Judah ; fo that Strabo, and, after 
him, many modem geographers, have rightly enough di- 
vided it into Eaftem and Southern Idumea, with regard 
to its fituation from Paleltine ; the capital of the former 
of wUch was called Bozrab, and that of the btter Pe- 

Thevenot and Baudrand, was a the command of the treaclier- 
city of IdumBa, Cb called from hub king of Egypt, and the 
die nMiunt pf dtat munCt and latter a generous private 
the fiuiMB with the modem ibldier. Here the emperor 
mount OfipB, htuate about Adrian nfterwtnit erevSied a 
tfvelvf Ibuth from Ga- ftately motsuinent in memory 

^ .Off^is phi^cePnmpeyre- of m fame and unhntunate 
ppivpd hit dc^ and his le- geueraU 
piddue in it s the fonn^ by 

U«a, 
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Ifsely or Je^acL Jofcphasi with regard to its diflierciit 
extent at different perils, diftingoimes it, when at the 
largeft> by the epithet of Great, in c^poiition to its more 
narrow boundaries ; and even places Hebron among the Hoiu dF- 
Idumxan cities. He Teems Ukewife to make a kind of •vidid. 
diftin£tk)tl between that which be calls the Lower, and 
Upper Idumea ; but, upon the whole, the country is re- 
prefented as hot, dry, mountainous, and, in fome parts, Barrm 
barren ; the mountains exhibiting dreadful rocks and ca- 
verns, like the fouthem part of Judah, which is called a 
defert, full of fuch rocky receffea and caverns, which be-* 
came the lurking-places of thieves and banditti. 

In the hiftory of this country we hare given an account 
of the various changes it hath undergone, as far as we 
have been able to colled): from thofe authors that have 
written of it ; but for many ages paft, little has been faid 
of it by geographers and travellers, except that it lies 
moffly w^e and uncultivated. It is inhabited by wild 
Arabs, with whom Europeans have little or no intercourfe. 

The country is now in pofleffion of the Turks, though it Prefent §9* 
doth not appear, that they keep any garrlfons in it, ex- vfrnmmtit 
cept on the £ea-coaft, for fecuring the road between 
Egypt and Faleffine. Among thofe callles mentioned 
by travellers is LariiTa, to which we ffiall only add that of 
Salha, near the frontiers of Egypt, the xelidence of the 
baftia of this province** (B), 

The ancient cities belonging to Idumsea, mentioned in Aneiint 
Scripture, were Dinhabah, the feat of Bela, the fon of cuitt, 
Beor, one of the chief defeendents of Efau, or Edom, 
and prince of that territory *. Bozrah, Bezer^ Belbra, 
and Boftra, the capiui of the Eaftern Idumxa, and roval 
r^dcnce of Joba, the fon of Zerah, duke of ^om } ttus 
city is commonly mentioned as htuate in a wildemefs, be- 
caufe it Bood on the coniines of Arabia DeferUi It was, 

a Tbevenot, Ricaut, & allig. t Genrf. xxxvi. 

(B) Other plaires where the other provifions. Tor, afinaft 
Turks keep fobien, are Tina, fca-pdrt and caffle neat the 
<1 town on the fea-fliore ; and ilreighu of Suez, ' where la 
Cado, a callle with a garri- aga commands the wrifon- 
fon ; where a capher, or toll. Near this place is a ftir fp- 
is exacted (inom all merchants cious convent of Oteek irOihs, 
and p^ngers. This laff is who ms hofflMjle lecep- 
^tuaae in a defeit, the gani* lion to all iravilien* Theve- 
foD being ibreed to fend quite not, U al« 
thn tooBer for water, and 

^ 8cvcrthclcfc| 
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litvcftliclef^, a confiderable place ; having l^cn made | 
Levitical dtj by Jofhua, and a city of refuge ; it is like-^ 
wife celebrated by ancient ivriteirs and medals ; and fe^ 
veral of its bifhops, ailifted at fome of the ancient coun- 
cils- It llands four days journey diibant from Damafeusi 
Wh a very ftrong caftlc, a gate twenty cubits high, and 
one of the largeft bafons, or refervoirs, in all the Levant. 
Pau, or Phau, is mentioned, alfo, as another royal city, 
the relidencc of Adar, the laft EdomitiOi king mentioned 
by Mofea. ' Aneth, or Anah, the rt)yal city of Hadad ; 
and fome others not worth naming. Befides thefey we 
find Caparofa and Gamaris mentioned by Ptolemy as ci- 
ties of Idumsea ; but of thefe nothing farther is known. 

The Land cf ArnaliL 

landof This nation, whofe origin and hiftory wc have given in 
AmaUk^ a former chapter, was feated in that part of Arabia Pe- 
traea which lay caft of the Edomites •, having Midian or 
Madian on the north, with part of that of the Ifhmael- 
ites } Arabia Petraea on the fouth ; the Deferta on the 
eaft and reaching almoft as far north as the Dead, and 
fouthward ^ the Red Sea. But it is not to be fuppofed, 
that the inhabitants had any conftant dwelling, being 
moftly of the wandering kind, and living in booths and 
tents, like the Arabs, or even in caverns, cither in the 
ITf ckies, rocks, or under-ground ; infomuch that we do not find 
one fmgle city they had, except that which Saul is faid 
to have befieged, and which the text doth not fo much 
as name. As they were divided into tribes, or herds, it 
is likelyjj^hat thelc places were no more than hamlets, of 
more or lefs extent ; and that the country being wide 
WoMdirh^ enough, they flitftcd their abode from one canton to an- 
^ther, as their convenience or fancy led them. It were 
therefore in vain to attempt thcfctdng any limits to them, 
who, befides the vaft tra^ of ground they had to range 
ini mijgh^ moreover, live intermixed, on their out-lkirts, 
with their neighbours on each fide ; accordingly, we find 
them, in the times of the judges, jedned widi the Midian- 
itesand Moabites againft IfraeJ*' j who were delivered from 
the former by Ehud, and from tho latter by Gideon ^ 
Reland feems to ^ace them between the deferts of 
Cadeth and Engadi, though fomewbat nearer to the Me- 
ti§pr^if ditorrant^ But the truth is, their fituadon and neigh- 
- ^boiirs* arc fo diftrently affigned in difficreut places of 

' JudgtEh id« j. » Ibidt at, fle paffim. 

. Scripture, 
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Scripture, that they cannot be afeertained. jofephus af- 
firms they extended from Pelnfium to the Red Sea *; and, 
in another phee, fixes them between Gebolitis and Pe- 
tra * (C). 

The Lmnd rf Midian^ or Midtomus^ 

The Midianiteg, the defi:cndents of Abraham by Kctu- q-f,t landtj 
rah, were fcated on the north of the Amalckites ; haring Midian, 
the Dead Sea on the weft, the Hhmaelitcs on the eaft, 
and the Moabites and Reubenites on the north ; the river 
Amon parting them from this laft tribe”. Their country 
was hot, fandy, and, in many parts, quite defert ; yet 
abounded with cattle, particularly with camels^; a very 
ufcful bead of burden for their caravans* with which they 
ufed to trade into Egypt, fo early as the time of the pa- 
triarch Jacob- Their country, we find, likewife, divided Divided 
into a kind of pentarchy in the time qf the Exodus ; fo irto Jive 
that the Ifraelitcs, in the war which they waged with 
them, are faid to have llain the five kings of it ; namely, 
ofEvi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, andReba; whofe capitals are 
fuppofed to have been fituate near the Dead Sea. But 
they had, befidcs, a famed metropolis of their progeni- 
tor's name, often mentioned in the prophetic books, and 
other authors ; particularly in Jofephus, who places one 
of that appellation near the Red Sea ; not far from the 
fpot where Ptolemy places that of Madiana (D). To thefe Cities. 
cities already named we may add thofe of Dibon-Gad, 
which, Eufebius fays, was a large town on the river Ar- 
non } and Almon-Diblathaim, which could not be far 


* Antiq. lib. vi. cap. B. ( Ibid. lib. iii.cap. a. u Re- 
bnd, lib. i. p. 98, k feq, x Jerom. Comm, in Ifa. lx. 5 rin 

Ezek. XXV. £ufeb. Onomaft. in Madian. 


(C) Petra was the capital of 
Arabia Petrza, about one 
hundred and thirty-five ijiilCT 
eaft of Gaza, and four days 
journey to the fouthward of Je- 
richo ; fifty miles caftward of 
Kadcfh, near the confines of 
the Moabiefs and MTdianites. 

(D) This laft feems, how- 
over, to be very different from 
the former, which we call the 
capital of the Midsanket* 
though, probably, boilt and 
named by them, and ibecapi* 

‘ VoL. IL 


cal af a different canton of the 
land of Midian ; viz, that to 
which Mofes retired from the 
refentment of the king of E- 
gypt, and which was aifterent 
enough from the other. The 
former lay eaft of the Dead, 
and this near the north-eaft 
coaft 'of the Red Sea ; the ca- 
pital of the one was fituate on 
the river Arnon, the ftrtheft 
botmderry north ; and that of 
flw latter on th6 eaft of th^ 
Sea. 

1 
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from It, bccaufc it was the next encampment of the Ifra.* 
elites from Dibon-Gad \ the city of Beeroth, fo called j* 
probably, from its many wells, and fome others, which 
are commonly placed by geographers within the Midian- 
itifti territories. No doubt but they had a great many 
fuch, as well as caftlcs, ev'en in thofctcarlier times, as 
we may guefs by the havock which the Ifraelites made of 
them in the war above mentioned** As to the city of 
Midian, it is more than probable, that they rebuilt it in 
time, fitice Eufebius and St. Jerom, who place it on the 
river Arnon, eaftward of the Dead Sea, and fouth of Ar, 
or Areopolis, tell us, there were ftill fome remains to be 
feen of it in their time. 

Moabitij, Land of Moah or Afoabitisy 

of So called from Moah, one of the inceftuous fans of 
^ ’ Lot, was Htuate, likewife, in Arabia PetrEa, on the north 
of Midian i having the river Arnon on the weft, which 
divided it all the way from tribe of Reuben (E) j the Ifli- 
maelites on the caft ^ and the lan<l of Gilead on the north. 
Their country was at firft inhabited by the gigantic Emims, 
whom they expelled in time, and made themfelvcs maf- 
ters of it, and of all the cities, which were in great num- 
ber, and fome of them very confiderable. Jofephus hath 
given us an account of fome of the moft noted and opu- 
lent ; among which he hath mentioned feveral, which, 
being on the other fide the river Arnon, could not pro- 
perly be faid to be in Moabitis, but rather in the land of 
the Amoritea, or Reubenites ; particularly Helhbon ; but 
Cititu might have been probably, inhabited by the Moabites. 

i he reft were, Medaba, Lemba, Oronas, Thclitho, Zara, 
with Aulon, Pella, and fome others; all which were af- 
terwards poftefled by the Jews, in the reign erf Alexander 
Jaiineus. Ihe truth is^ thefe limits were then in a. coii- 
Itant dudluation ; and accordingly we read of the plains 
of Moab, which arc alfo called by Mofes the land of 
Moab, but which had been taken by Sihon, quite as far 
as the river above mentioned. The very Mount Nebo is 
by Mofes placed in the land of Moah, though feated on the 
other fide the Arnon, and, confequentlyi in the kingdom 

* Nurab.xxxi. lo, 

(E) Jofephus, who rightly through this whole region, in- 
delcabcs the courfc of that loihe lake Afphaltitea, or Dead 
nver from the mouutwns of Sea, fays, it divided the A- 
Arabia, where it hath its fource tnorites from the Moabites. 

of 
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(if Sihoti. From all which conGderations it Is plain, that 
tTiefe petty monarchs often infringed on each other’s ter- 
ritories. However, that river feems to have been the 
moft common, as well as molt' proper, northern boundary 
between thofe two kingdoms, as this of Moab feems to 
have been the foufhern boundary between Arabia Petrsea 
and Deferta. Belides the cities we have already mention-^ 
ed out of Jofephus> we find the following mentioned in 
Jeremiah, as belonging to the kingdom of Moab ; viz* 

Nebo, Kirjathairti, Mifgab, whence they expelled the 
Emims ; Helhbon, Madman, Horonaim, Luhith, Dibon, 

Chemofh, Arocf, Hclon, Jahzah, Mephaath, Beth-Dib-^ 
lathaim, Beth-Gamul, Beth-Meon, Kcrioth, Bozrah, Kir- 
herelh, Jaazer, Shibmah, Eleale, Zoar, and Mc-Nimrim» 

The Land of the AmmomUu 

Thefe, being likewife the defeendents of Lot, by his Lan^of the 
youngeft daimhter*, werefcated in Arabia Deferta, north- 
ealt of the Moabites -, having ftill the fame river Arnon 
on the weft, which divided them from the land of Gi- 
lead, and the tribe of Gad. They had on the fouth the 
Iftimaelites, on the eaft the deferts of Arabia, and on the 
north the hills of Gilead and Baftian**. This land had 
been formerly inhabited by a gigantic nation, ftyled, by 
Mofes, Zamzummim, who fell a prey to the Ammonites, 
together with their country, and populous cities ; parti- 
cularly the famous Rabbah of the fons of Ammon, Rab- 
batammana, or, fimply, Ammana, and fince Philadel- 
phia ; in which was feen the monftrous iron bed of Og, 
the king of Balhan. According to the facred hiftorians, 
their territories feem anciently to have been confined by 
the rivers Arnon and Jabbok; but their frequent con- 
quefta on their neighbours, oCcafioned their boundaries to 
be in a conftant iludluation 

The Land of the JJhmaeliUu 

Thefe were the defeendents of Ilhmael, the fon of Land of the 
* Abraham by Hagar, his Egyptian bond-maid \ feated in tfimatUtes, 
Arabia Deferta, caftwaid of the Midianites and Moabites ; 
bounded on the north by the Ammonites ; but how far 
they extended fouthward and caftWard, efpecially inihoftf 
early times, is not eafy to guefs. Mofea only tells us, 
that in his time they fpread thcmfelves from Havitah 
unto Shur, that is oefore Bgypt, as thou goeft into Af- 

• Gcnef. six. b Reland, lib. i. p* 113* « Ibid, p. 104. 
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^yria From which defcription wc may guefs how faf 
they extended \ fince Havilahj according to the genera- 
hty of writers, was fituatc near the confluence of the Ti- 
gris and Euphrates, and Shur on the ifthmus which di- 
■vides Arabia from Egypt, now called the Ifthmusof Suez *. 
From thence, we doubt not but they Spread themfclves- 
on thofe two Tides fo far, as to have poflcfied the grcateft 
part of Arabia \ whence Jofephus makes no fcruple to f^Ic 
their progenitor the founder of the Arabian nation \ For 
this reafon we fhall fay no more of them here, but refer 
all the reft till we conte to fpcak of that large country^ 
And we have only faid thus much of their ancient Gtc, as 
we find them to have joined with the Moabites, Amalck- 
itcs, &c. in their wars againft the Ifraelites ^ 

Wc have now traverfed the territories of the leveral an- 
cient nations with whom the Ifraelites were engaged in 
war, and who were defcended from Abraham and Lot : as 
for the othe^^kingdomvS, fucb a« Syria, Egypt, Phoenicc, 
&e. their gcwaphy hath been already given at the be- 
ginning of th^r hiilory, to which we have nothiftg farther 
to add. Thef0 are fame others mentioned in Scripture \ 
fuch as Sobah, Zobah, or Aram-Zobah, of Cnflian-Rifha- 
thaim, ftyled kihg of Aram, or Mefopotamia, &c. of 
whofe fuuation we have fo little certainty, that we fhall 
willingly omit faying any thing farther, than that the 
former was, moft probably, one of the cities that gave 
name to one of the cantons of Syria ; but as it either 
changed its name afterwards, or was deftroyed, it is not 
cafy to guefs wdicre it was fituate j though, from its be- 
ing different from the Aram of Damafcus, Hamath, and 
Rcliob, we conjedure it to have been fituated on the 
northern borders of Coelefyria. Our modern maps place 
it eaftward of the half-tribe of ManalTeh, beyond Jordan, 
between the hills of Bafhan on the foutb, and the Aram of 
Damafcus on the north. 

SEC T. 11. 

th€ Religion^ G(wernment^ Lazvs, CvftmSy Learning, ' 
Arty and Commerce of the Jews, 

*Th£jtnx)iJh inftitution of the Jcwifli religion, and common- 

goiferamtat , wealth, isiby Mofes, attributed wholly to God ; for 
wajatAtO’^ which reafon, Jofephus make* no fqniple to diftingiiilh 

Z Gen. XXV. i8. a Bochart, & al. b Antiq. lib. i. 

vii. & vni. pa^tn, PIkl. Ixxxiii. G, 

^Chron. V. lo. 19. 20. 
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the latter from all other governments in the worltl, hy the 
name of ThecKrracy*, or a government under the imme- 
.diate command and dire£lion of God : and indeed, though 
-this theocracy has often varied under Mofesj Jofliua, the 
Judges, Kings, a^id High^priefts ; and the divine autho* 
rity diflerently interpofed during thefe revolutions, yet 
God was ftill looked upon as the Supreme Monarch of 
the Ifraelites. He was confidered as the foie Director of 
every momentuous tranfa£iion ; and the DiiSlator of the 
laws which Mofes promulgatciL Jofliua, though not ho- 
noured fofar as to receive the divine commands from the 
mouth of God, yet coiifulted him by the Urim upon all 
emergencies. The Judges were valiant and wife men, whom 
God made choice'of to govern the people, and to deliver 
them, from time to time, from the thraldom, which their 
frequent rebellions brought upon them. Accordingly, 
when Gideon had delivered them from the Midianites, 
and the people offered the government to him, and his 
pofterity, he modeftly jcplied, that neither he nor his 
fons out the Lord God, ftiould rule over them. When, 
in procefs of time, their .delirc for a king was grown to 
fuch a height, that all Samuel's cxpoftulations could not 
divert them from it, though he told them, that, by fo do- 
ing, they rejedted the Lord from ruling over Hicm ; God 
was pleafed to nominate Saul, and after him, David, to 
the regal dignity, and to make it hereditary in the pof- 
tcrity of the latter. 

The Jewifli laws contained in the five books of Mofes, 
which they call byway of excellency, Ha-ihorah, the Lnw, 

3re blended in uich a manner, with thofe conveyed by 
oral tradition (A), that the whole forms a kind of chaos 
< 5 r confufion. Thofe who are willing to be further fatif- 
fled with refpcdl to this fubjedf, may fee the abridg- 
ment which Munfter has given of them, and of the 

jewifh 

■ Cont. Apion. lib. ii, ^ Judg- viii, xi, »j. 

(A) To rhe written law the quarter of that time was more 
Jews add the oral, which, they than fufficient. They affirm 
pretend, was alfb given by God therefore, that he employed 
to Mofes, during his abode on the greateft part of that time 
Mount Sinai. For they think in learning the oral law by 
it abfurd to fuppofe, that he heart, which he afterwards 
I'pent all that long interval of carefully delivered by word of 
twice forty days in tranferibing mouth to Aaron, Elenzar, and 
the written law, for which one to his fervant Jolhua, who 

I 3 com- 
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Jcwifh comments, with his vcrfion of each, as he ha^ 
collefted them, f^rom their Talmud, and other rabbinic 
works. Wc {hall only obfervc, that they acknowl^c no 
other divilion of thefe laws, but into negative and amrma« 
tivc, in imitation of the Decalogue, which not only be- 
gins with three negative laws^ but contains, in all, eight 
of that kind, and but two affirmative. Accordingly, they 
reckon up the negative laws to the number of three hun- 
dred and fixty-fjve, and the affirmative to two hundred 
and forty-eight j in all fix hundred and thiiteen : and as 
they have a wonderful (kill in extrafting fome fignificant 
myftery out of every text and fubjeft, they have not failed 
to apply the firfl number to the days of the year, and the 
fecond to the number of parts in a human body; and to 
affirm, that God defigned by this application, that not a 
day of our life ought to pafs without meditating upon his 
law, not any member of our bodies be enjoyed, which is 
not confecrated and employed in his fcrvicc. Thefe, and 
fuch other reveries, they have drawn from their Cabbala, 
or oral tradition. It muft be owned, however, that the 
fe£f called Caraites, always rejedied it, and adhered wholly 
to the plain meaning of the text ; bur thofe were few in 
comparifon of the reft, and mortally hated by their bre- 
thren. Thfe Caraites arc all very rich, and as they arc 
often at a lofs for wives among themfelves, they would 
gladly purchafe them at any rate, from the Talmudifts ; 
but as well as thefe love money, they never could yet be 
perfuaded to give one of their daughters to any Caraite, 
though ever fo opulent (B). 


communicated it to the feventy 
elders ; from whom it pafTed 
to all the prophets ; the three 
|aft of whom, Haggai, Ze- 
chariah, and Malachi, deliver- 
ed it tp the grand fanhedrim, 
from whom the wife men of 
Jerufalem and Babylon re- 
ceived it. It was altenvards, 
fay they, committed to writing 
by fcvcral hfinds in the Tal- 
inud, confiffing of two parts, 
the Miilinah and Gemarrah ; 

(j) Vide Packhurfl, |VIazorah, feft. de Paralhah. 


We 

containing a heap of idle 
dreams, rabies, contradlftions, 
obfcurliies, improbabilities, and 
all manner of abfurdity (i). 

(B) Though the Jewiih 
Cflbbain, or oral tradition, is 
juftly rejedted by all Chrifiian!;, 
as a niafs com pu fed of the moil 
ridiculous notions ; yet there 
is anotherCabbala, which has 
been received by fome of the 
ancient faihers, and is to this 
day ftrenuoufly defended by 
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• We (hall endeavour to range the main body of their 
written laws under fuch diflinft heads and claiTes, as ihall 
give our readers a clear idea of thcmi abridging fome, 
and omitting others, that are either of fmall confequencei 
or not fudlcientlg undcrflood. 

Lawi againj} Idolatry^ and f»r the purt W&rjhip of the only 
true God, 

Thou fhalt have no other Gods before, or bcHdes me Lomu 

Ye fliall not nrophanc, nor take in vain, but hallow 
God's holy name 

Ye ihall utterly deftroy all the idols, altars, groves, and 
all other monuments of Canaanitifh idolatry ®. 

Ye fhallnot tempt the Lord your God, as ye did in the 
wildernefs ^ 

Ye fhall make no image or reprefentation of God, 
from the likenefs of the ccieilial, terrcilrial, or aquatic 
bodies 

Ye fhall not bow down nor worlhip any kind of idol **, 

Whofoever enticeth another to commit idolatry, ftiall 
be ftoned upon conviftion *. 

The fpoil of a city doomed to anathema fhali not be 
faved upon any account, but be publicly burned. The 
inhabitants of it (hall b,e put to the fword, and the place 
(hall be no more rebuilt, but contintie an heap of ruins for 
ever^. 

The (liver, gold, and other precious ornaments belong- 
ing to idols, (liall not be turned to advantage, but be de- 
ftroyed with the utmoft abhorrence *. 

Whofoever facrificeth his feed to Moloch, whether he 
be an Ifraelitc, or a fojourner in the land^ fhall be ftoned 
to death “(C). 

Pojitivo 

c Kxqd. XX. g, ^ Exr>d, xx. 7. Levit. xvii. 3*. & al. 

^ Dent. xii. x, 8c frq. f Dcut, vi. 16. I Exock xx 4. 

Deut. iv. paflim. & v. 8. ^ £xod. xx. 5. Deut. v. 9, 5e ai. 

1 Dcut. xiii. ipScTeq. ^ Deut. xiii. 15. ^ lbidift5, i6!. 

Levit. XX. 1. 

many learned moderns ; which them from Mo(€b by the pro# 
they call by way of diihn£tion, pbetst ^not by human cradiiion, 
Kabbla, or Reception: it con- but by divine infpiracion, as 
tains that myftical fenfe of the being very different from, if 
Old Teftament, In which, it not diredlly contrary to the ob- 
is pretended, the writers of the vious and literal meaning. 

New Teftameut undcrflood and (C) There arc fcveral more 

explained it : which fcnljc, they to the fame purpofe intcr(pcrf# 

^rm, has been conveyed to ed, and often r^Tcated in the 
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Pojitive Lawi concerning ibe PTorJhip of the only true God, 


Laws con- 
cerning the 
true wir- 
Jtip of God, 


The Lord, who delivered his law from Mount Sinai, is 
the only God in heaven and earth, 

He alone is to be loved with all the feeart, mind, and 
ftrcngth 5 he onljr is to be feared above all things, and hia 
name to be fan£tiiied. 


They fliall engrave his laws in their hearts ; diligently 
teach them to their children and grand-children ; wear 
them for a fign upon their heads, as frontlets between 
their eyes ; and write them upon the gates, polls, and 
other parts of their houfes. 

They fliall circumcife their hearts as well as their flefli; 
and be no more rebellious to him, but ferve him fmcerely, 
cleave unto him, and fwear by his name alone. 

The whole law {hall be read by the priells to all the 
people, men, women, and children, every feventh year, 
at the fcaft of Tabernacles i and the fubftance of it {hall 
be learned by heart by every Ifraelite \ and every king of 
Ifrael {hall be obliged to write a copy of it with his own 
hand, from that which was by Mofes committed to the 
cuftody of theLcvites, in order to be conflantly read and 
obferved by him. 

All bleillngs lhall be thankfully acknowleged to come 
from God, and punilhments inflided by him fubmilTively 
received, as fatherly chaftifements, or trials of obedi- 
ence. 

The law fliall be e^raven upon flones, and fet upon 
an altar \ and the blefliiigs of obedience, and curfes for 
di (obedience, lhall be publicly inferibed upon the Mounts 
Gebal and Gerizzim, for a perpetual remembrance. 

No forgivenefs, or deliverance from any punifliment 
for difobedience, lhall be expedled, without a deqi fenfe 
and agknpwlegement of the fault. 


four laft books of Mofes, which 
we need not dwell longer upon. 
Qf the fame nature are alfi) 
thofc which forbid all com». 
merce, intercourle, contract- 
ing of affitiity with idolatrous 
nations, and all kind of imita- 
tion of their ways ; the ufe of 
familiar ipirits, inchantmenta, 
obferving of times and omens, 
divinations, refortiog to wiz- 


ards and necromancers, under 
pain of death j asaJfothe round- 
ing of the corners, or temples 
of the head, and marring the 
corners of their beards, cutting 
their flefli, or making any 
marks upon it for the fake of 
the dead ; and lallly, the pro- 
mifeuous ufe of apparel in 
either fex, in imitanon of the 
Canaanites^ 

Bi^rnt^r 
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, Burnt-ofTerinp, facrifices, tythes, vows, firfttinga of 
the flock, and free-will-offerings fhall be brought and fa- 
crificed at no other place but that which the Lord fliall 
appoint ^ 

Laws Pojittve dn^Negative^ concerning the Sahhath^ Pajfover^ 
and other Fejiivah^ Hoiid^yi^ and Fajts, 

The fahbath, or feventh day, fhall be kept holy (D). 

No ferviJe work fhall be done in it, by mailer, fervant. 
Have, flranger, or cattle. There fliall no fire be kindled 
on that day, nor any thing bought or fold. No pcrfoii 
fhall be put to death for any crime whatfoever. No 
travelling fhall be allowed on the fabbath (E). 

The 

Bib. Sacr. Exod. Deuteron. 


(D) The Jewifh doctors have 
flretched this abflinence from 
work to the moft fuperftitious 
degree. They extend it not 
only to every bufinefs that 
tends to the getting of food 
and raiment, fuch as plowing, 
fowing, reaping, threfhing, &c. 
which amount to thirty-nine 
negative precepts, but to many 
other things ; and hence arife 
other negative precepts, which 
are as appendices to the former: 
grafs mull not be walked upon, 
left it be bruifed ; a horfe 
piuft not be rid, left he be 
galled ; it ii not lawful to ride 
in a coach or cart, though a 
heathen drive it. No finging, 
dancing, playing upon inftru- 
ments, or any kind of noife, 
is allowed, though it were to 
quiet a crofs' child. No caufc 
is to be tried, no accompta 
made or cait up, or marriages 
folcmnizcd ; no difeourfe a- 
bout buying and felling, or anv 
other worldly matter, much 
Icfs loofe and profane talik, is 
to be fuffered. The pofidve 
precepts coDoemtng the lab- 
bath runs much in the lame 


ftrain. On that day every one 
is obliged, according to hif 
circumltances, to put on clean 
linen, to wear better deaths 
than ordinary, to eat flefh, 
fifti, or fowl, to drink wine, 
and to feed at leaft once in lix 
hours. Care alfo is to be taken, 
that a clean table-cloth he laid, 
and the viifluals fet upem it, 
the beds made, and the lamps 
lighted, before the commence- 
ment of the fabbath, which be- 
gins and ends with them on or 
about fun- let, according to the 
faying in Gendis, “ the even- 
ing and the morning were the 
firft day.” 

(E) Though the text ex- 
prefsiy fays, that they fhall not 
ftir out ot their place, yet it 
could mean no ocher than a 
prohibition of going out to ga- 
ther manna ; for it is plain, 
they were obliged to repair to 
the tabernacle from all parts of 
the camp, and afterwards to 
the temple from all quarters of 
Jerufalem ; however, the Jews 
underftand it, of going out 
about worldly bufinels, or for 
pleafure, and indeed upmi any 
account. 


I 

LaojtiJ con. 
cerning th$ 
fabbath. 
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^ The fabbalh-breaker (halJ be floned. With fcveral dthers> 
cither to the fame purpofe, or of Jefs moment. 

Lawi rtlaUng to the Three grand Feflivah, the Paffaver^ the 
Feaji of IVeeks^ and the Feaji of %abernacles, 

The three Three times a year (hall all the male children appear 
before the Lord their God, at the place by him appointed, 
ti-vaU. namely, at the Feaft of Unleavened Bread, or Paflbvcr 
at the Fealt of the Weeks, or Pentecofl ; and at 
the Feaft of rabemacles. They {hall not come empty- 
handed before him \ but every man fliall offer unto the 
Lord according to the ability wherewith he hath bleflcd 
him (Fj. 

Oj the Pajfover. 

This grand feflival was inftituted in memory of their 
tuJjTvtr, deliverance out of their Egyptian bondage. The laws re- 
lating to it, arc to the following purpofe. 

It {hall be of perpetual obligation both to the Ifraelites, 
and to all circumcifed profelytes. 

No circamcifed perfon, whether of the feed of Abra- 
ham, or admitted into the commonwealth by circumcifion, 
unlefs hindered by ficknefs, journeying, or fome legal im- 
purity, fhall omit the annual celebration of it, under the 
penalty of being cutoff from his people. 


account, beyond what they call 
a fabbath day’s journey ; this 
diflance is determined at two 
thoufand cubits. And though 
they differ among tbemfclves 
about the length of that xnea- 
fure, feme making it much 
longer than others, yet they 
agree, that the fafeft way is, 
not to exceed two thoufand 
moderate paces ; and this feems 
to be pretty near the dillance 
between Jcrufalem and the 
Mount of Olives, which St. 
Luke calls a fabbath-day’s 
journey : however, he that ex- 
ceeded that dlftance, was not 
judged a violator of the fab- 
bath, but came off with a beat- 
ing ; whereas the breaker of it 
was to be Honed to death* ■ 


(F) The Talmud however 
exempts from this obligation, 
I ft, The women who were to 
take care of their families, un^ 
lefs their hulbands pennltred 
them to go with them, as in 
the cafe of Hannah, and the 
Virgin Mary, adly, Boys un- 
der twelve years of age, who 
were not fubjc 6 t to the law, 
or called Beiie-hathorah, that 
is, the fom or difvipies of the 
Urw. 3dJy, All old men above 
fixty. 4thly, All the fick and 
impotent, lunatics, &c. And 
laftiy, All that lived at fuch a 
diftance from the tabernacle, 
and aiterwards from the tem- 
ple, or were any otherwife fo 
weak, that they could not per- 
form the journey on foot. 

No 
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' No fcrrant or ftanger lhall cat of it unlefs he become 
circumcifcd. 

The feaft (G) fhall begin on the eve of the fourteenth day 
of the month Abif, or, as the original exprelTes it, between 
the two evening^; at which time the pafchal lamb fhall 
be killed, and the feftival continued, till the one and 
twentieth day of the fame month at evening. 

Thefirft and laft day lhall be kept holy and free from 
all fervile work, even as the fabbath, except only, that 
on the former vi£luals may be drelTed, but not on the 
latter. Thefc two days fhall likewife be folemnized by 
a holy convocation (H). 

No leaven of any kind (hall be ufed, or even kept in 
the houfe, during ihofc feven days ; whofoever ufeth any 
leaven on thofe days lhall be cut off from IfraeL 

On the firft day of the PalTover lhall be offered a burnt- 
facrifice of two young bullocks, one ram, and feven lambs 
of the firft year, with fome inferior offerings and on the 
fecond day of the feaft lhall be offered, befidcs the ufual 
facrifices, a Iheaf of the firft fruit of that year’s harveft ; 
?io new corn lhall be eaten, in any way, before the firft 
ftie^f has been prefented unto the Lord" (I). Some other 

ordinances 


n Exod. Levit. Npmb, 


(G) This feilival is called 
in the original Pefach, from 
the verb pajfach^ which figni- 
fies to pajs hy, or hap over ; 
and not from the Greek 

as if it had been pro- 
phetical of Chrift^s fuffering 
at that feaft, as fome ancient 
fathers have imagined, for 
want of underftanding Hebrew. 
The month Ablf, afterwards 
called Nifan, anfwers to March 
and April. 

(H) The five intermediate 
days are to be fpent in mirth 
and lawful recreations : they 
enjoin all, cfpccially the wo- 
men, to wear the gayeft ap- 
parel, to cat flefli, filh, and 
fowl, and to drink wine. Wed- 
dings are forbid during this and 
the other two grand feftivals, 


left the joy that attends the for- 
mer Ihould make them forget 
the occalion of the latter. 
However, they all agree, that 
women may (have and wafti 
chemfelves, or even their 
cloaths, upon fome occalions. 
There is a ftrange injuniftion 
that obliges every man and 
w'oman, though they be fo 
poor as to live by alms, to 
drink at leaft four cups of wine 
on the firft night of the PalF- 
over, whilft they are rchcarf- 
ing the wonders wrought by 
God in Egypt, and at the Red 
Sea, with fome more of the 
like nature, not worth repeating. 

(I) As for this (heat, it was 
to be of barley, becaufe it is 
ripe about this time in that 
country. It was reaped on 
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ordmrices of kfs mom«nt, about this, and otberfeftivals/ 
arc interfperfcd in the Pentateuch, which we therefore 
pmit. 

Tht Feaji of Weeks y or PenUcoJl,- 

fhefeaftof This feaft was inftituted in memory of the law given 
foikit upon Mount Sinai, fifty days after the exod, and td 
oblige the people to appear before the Lord, to offer the 
firft-fruits of their harveft, viz. two loaves of the new 
wheat, which was then ripe, as an acknowlegcment of 
hisabrolute right and dominion over them, and their land, 
and of their dependence upon him. 

Seven weeksi or fifty days, were to be reckoned from 
the fixteenth day of the month Nifan, which was the 
fecond of the PafTover, and the fiftieth day was to be the 
firft day of the fefiival (K). 

The facrifices ordained upon this day, befides the two 
Joaves, confifted of feven lambs of the firfl year, one 
young bullock, and two rams, for a burnt-ofiering ; to- 


the evening of the i^th day 
of Nifan, and was to be offered 
up in the name of the whole 
nation. As foon as the even- 
ing of the firfl day of thcPalT- 
over was come, at which time 
the fecond began, and in which 
fome kind of works might be 
done, the beth-din, or great 
council, aflembled, and de- 
puted three men to go and ga- 
tlier the fbeaf, with a kind of 
folemnity, at which great 
crowds from the neighbouring 
cities flocked tojerufalcili, with- 
in whofe territories it was to be 
gathered. T be fe deputies »ik- 
ied three times whether the fun 
Was fet, and were as often an - 
fwered, by ihc by-flanders, in 
the afflrmadve. They then 
aiked three times leave to reap 
the (heaf; and it was no fooner 
granted, than they entered 
into thtw di&rent fields, with 
£ckles iu their hands, and gai- 


thered, each a diftinft parcel, 
which they put into three dif* 
ferent boxes, and brought to 
the temple. Here they were 
threflied, winnowed, and parch- 
ed, and a homer, which con- 
tains about three pints, was 
filled with them, and prefented 
to the prieft, who poured a 
nuantity of oil, and threw 
rome incenfe upon it ; and 
having railed it up to the Lord, 
towards the four points of the 
compafs, threw fome part of 
it upon the fire of Ihc altar, 
aivd the reft he kept for him- 
felf. After this ceremony it 
was lawful for every man to 
begin his harveft (i), 

(K) It is thfcrefo.e called in 
the original Chag fhebugnoth, 
or ftff feotfi pf wwf j, from the 
ieven weeks which where reck*- 
Mied ftom the PafTover; as 
from the fifty days the Greeks 
gave it the name of PentecolL 


gethcr 


(j) VkU Marmoa. 



iftir nftutl meat and drmb-ofierin^i thd 
& kid 'for a fiii«ofoii^, and two lamk« W a 
No fervile wtris was to W ^me on tkat 
d^, fave diat ti^vala migltt ke dc«ied^ and a holj 
con^oeotioa to be uUed, as cm other foieM felliva^% 


• ' 

Tbt Pioft 9f $bi Ts^emaelnm 

This fcftival was Ordained in m^ory of tbc forty yeatfi thfiefi 
abode of the IfracKtcs in the wilderriefs \ for wbkh rea- t/Taher^ 
fon it is called the fcaft of the Tabernacles or Tents (L)^ ntukt- 
not only becaufe they lived in tents» or booths, during all 
that time, but becaufe it was' to be cclebrdtcd in fuch 
kinds of booths, made of the branches of feveral forts of 
trees, fuch as willows, palms, olives, and the Kkt, and 
ereded in the mbft decent and convenient manner. 

This feaft was the third great feftival, ^ual in fblem- 
niiy to the other two, except in what related particularly 
to the Paffover. Ft began on the eve of the fifteenth day 
of the feventh month, called Tifri, which was the firft of 
the civil year, and anfwered to part of our September, 
by which time all the harveft being fhirlhcd and br^ejrht 
in, they returned their folemn thanks to God. It laCed 
feven days, the ilrft and Lafl of which were kept with the 
greateft precifion ^ the people repairing to the tabernacle 
or temple with palms and other branches in their bandSf; 
marching round the altar, ^dfinginetbe pralfes o£ pod. 

It was likcwife celebrated/by focrinepi peculiar tc^ the 
folemnity, and by a ceflation from all iervub works e^pt 
cookery. ^ 

The people were obliged to dwell in tbnfo ho<H^ all' 
the (even days, unleia prevented bj fbme lawful 
ment. 

The facrifices peculiar to this fealk w^ere : on thp 
day, thirteen bullocks, two ramsy and fourteen. lamb^esE 
a. war old, ah without blcmifli, which were ofered^ 
ahurnt-ofiering, with their ufoalmeat and driolwoil^rij^g^ 
confiding of a certain quantity of flour ihj|ig^ with 
and fome winf To Ihefe was likewiie adied^a k? 

dn^fl^rfogy n^ich was oflered up hi\ the naaaBrof 
whole people of Ifrael ; beiides the nfoal mosning and 


* Sxnd, Levit. Kufobm., 


(L) The original calls it the Greeki gave ft the name 
Chag haflUkoi4i,r^ryfi(?/f^rAft 

Umu or iiffthi from which / 

even* 
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Evening facrifices, which were never to be lhtcrmittetl< 
and thofe which any one might offer out of devotion:* 
On the fecond they offered twelve bullocks, two rams, 
and fourteen lambs, with their concomitant offering of 
flour and wine, and a kid, as on the firfl; day; and thus 
on the third, fourth, fifth, fixth, and feicnth they offered 
the fame facrifiecs, only leflening every day one bullock 
fo on this laft day they facrificed but feven. On the 
eighth, or laft day, the moft folemn of all, on which they 
were to hold a folemn aifembly, and to abftain from all 
fervile work, they offered but one bullock, one ram, and 
feven lambs, bcfides the goat for a fin-offenng, and the 
ufual and voluntary facrifices ; which laft lofe or fell ac- 
cording as their harveft had been more or Icfs plentiful. 
Laftly, on this day, the firft-fruits of thofe things which 
were of later growth, were brought up, and offered to 
God; and thefe came, fometimes, in fuch numbers, that 
they were forced to continue the feaft one day longer p. 

The Feafl of the Trumpets and New Moons, 

B r month of Tifri was the firft of the civil, as that 

tkelrm^ of Abib, or Nifan, was of the facred year : this feaft 
ftU, was appointed to be kept on the firft and fecond day of 
that month. It was ufhered in by the found of the trum- 
pets, kept holy, free from all fervile work, and diftin- 
guifhed from other new moons by particular facrifices. 

As the Scripture no where gives the reafon of this 
feftival, authors are much divided about it ; the Jews 
jn general believe it was inftituted in memory of the 
creation, which happened on that month ; though fome 
rabbies think that it was alfo in memory of Ifaac's de- 
liverance, and of the ram, that was caught by the horns, 
and fubftituted in room of him, Some of the fathers are 
of opinion it was in memory of the laV given upon 
Mount Sinai, at which time the trumpet and thunder were 
heard ; others, frorti fome of the ceremonies obferved by 
the Jews, by way of preparation, have fancied that it was 
inftitnted in order to put mankind in mind of the general 
rcfurre£tion, which was to be ufhered in by the found of 
the trumpet ’ (G) ; but the moft probable reafon for this 

feaft, 

9 Vide Segoniuin, Bertrand, Cunsum, Meyer, Goodw. U al* 
« Vide Goodw. ubi fupra, ^ 6. 

(G) The Talmudlfts believe one of the good, a fecond of 
ttUit God keeps three books, the bad, and a third of thofe 

that 
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feaft, and for proclaiming the entrance of the civil year 
by the found of trumpets, Teems to have been that it 
(hould be rendered the more obfervable, feeing all their 
contrails, mortgages, and bargains, as well as their fab- 
batic years, and jubilees, were to be regulated by it ; for 
which rcafon thcj^trumpcts ceafed not to found every 
where from the riling to the fetting of the fun. The 
proper facrilices for this folemnity were one young bul- 
lock, one ram, ai)d feven lambs, offered up in a folemn 
burnt-olFering, with the ufual addition of flour and wine, 
in the name of the whole nation, befides the kid for a fm- 
olFering, and the daily and. monthly facrifices ^ 

The New Moons. 

The Ifraelites were commanded to obferve the firft day 
of every month, or moon, and to offer, befides the ufual 
fiicrifices, a burnt-offering of two young bullocks, one 
ram, and feven lambs, with the ufual quantity of flour, 
wine, and oil. The moft folemn of all the twelve was 
that of the month Tifri, which was kept holy upon a par- 
ticular account. The reft had nothing to dillinguilh them 
from common days, except the facrificcs above men- 
tioned, which were accompanied with the found of trum- 
pets (H), making better cheer, and perhaps ufing fome 
kind of devotion, or aflemblies, peculiar 

r Vide Numb. xiix. z, & fee. 


to tnole da^. 
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that are neither good nor had. 
The firft is the book of life, 
the feeond of death ; and thofc 
that are in the third are to be 
transferred cither to the firft 
or fecond expiation day, ac- 
cording as they grow better or 
worfe. Thofe two books have 
two kinds of pages, one for this 
life, the other for the next; 
and the Jews believe that on 
this day their names arc writ- 
ten for that year. Upon this 
account they take particular 
care, whatever they do the reft 
of the year, to be well em- 
ployed about this time. Some 
appear at the lynagogue in 

(') Vide Buxtorf, 

Si al. 


white, others in their Ihrouds, 
in token of repentance ; others 
plunge themfelves gradually 
into the water, confclling theic 
fins, and fmiting their breafls, 
35 they fink lower and lower 
till they arc over head and 
ears; and laftly, others ^ive 
themfelves forty .nine ftnpca 
on the bare back, or procure 
fomebody to do it for them ; 
and after ihefe mortifications, 
and fuitable prayers, they wilh 
GDC another the happinefs of 
being written down for a good 

}'C3r(i). 

(H) The fixing the time of 
the new moon, for want of 

Lfon. de 

aftronoinical 


5ynag. Jud. Hofpin. Goodwin, 


AVw 

Moome^ 
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Though, in all refpe£ls, this day did not differ froiji 
any common day, they were very fcrapulous in obfervliig 
it j and as the fpacc of the moon’s entering and coming 
cor of the partile conjun^lion of the fun, belongs one 
fealf to the old, and the other to the new month, and 
they had no furc way of computing it with any exaftnefs 
or certainty, they obferved two days, namely, the laft 
day of the ojd, and the firft day of the new, for greater 
fccurity. 

This irregularity of the moon obliged them’ likewife to 
make fome tranfpofitions of the days of the month, in 
order to fix the beginning of Tifri, and of the reft of the 
months, according to that computation. But how early 
thefe tranipofitions began, is what cannot cafily be 
afeertained. 

Thefe are all the feaft-days appointed by the Mofaic 
law. The Jews added, in procefs of time, fevcral others, 
in memory of fome great mercies, fuch as that of Purim, 
of Lots, in memory of their deliverance ffom Haman’s 
cruelty, the dedication of the temple, and many more 
which we (hall not paiticularize 

Lflwj concerning the Sabbatic and Jubilee Tears. 

Sabbatic The fabbatic, or feventh year, and the jubilee, which 
jemr, &c, happened once in feven times feven years, are alfo to be 
conudered as religious folemiiities. They were defigned 
for reft and rejoicing ; and as they bore a kind of analogy 
to the fabbath or fiventh da^, they may upon that ac- 
count be alfo reckoned among their feftivals* 

The Mofaical law diftingulihes four forts of years: 
1 . The civil, according to which all political matters 


•Vide Scallg. de Emend. Temp. Hofpin. Orig. Feft, Buxt. 
Vper, Arc. ^ 


aftroiMiniical tables, was done 
ia this Biaitiner. The lirft men 
that obferved, or thought they 
obferved, the new moon^ were 
to repair with all fpeed to the 
grand council, and ^ve notice 
of it. An enquiry waa then 
made, whether the perfons 
iliere credible wkneflea ; and 
ftoondly, whether their report 
agreed with fuch computations 
0* they were then able to 


make ; in which cafe the pre- 
fident proclaimed the new 
moon, faying, Mekudulh, it 
ij confecraud ; which word 
was twice repeated aloud by 
the people ; then it was or- 
dered to be proclaimed every 
where by the found of trum- 
pet, or by other means, ac- 
cording CO the times and 
places. 


were 
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wefC regulated, confifting of twelve lunar months (1), 
beginning at the month Tifri or September. 2. The 
facred, which began at the month Nifan or March, which 
was the feventh of the civil year, and regulated the order 
of all their religious ceremonies ; fo that the Paflbver, 
which happened ^n the middle of this month, might be 
named, the mother of all the other feftivals. 3. The 
fabbatic, or feventh year. And, 4. The jubilee, or 
fiftieth year, which was kept at the end of feven weeks 
of years. 

The ceremonies of the fabbatic year, kept every feventh Ltrws con~ 
year, confifted chiefly in the five following articles : ceming thi 

1. In a total celTation from all manner of agri- 

o ytafSt 

culture. 

2. In leaving all the produfi of their ground to the 
poor, the orphan, and the firanger. 

3. In the rcleafe of all Hebrew flaves, unlefs they vo- 
luntarily renounced their proffered liberty, and chofe to 
abide with their old mafters ; in which cafe they were tp 
be brought before the judges, and have their ears bored 


( 1 ) Scaliger and others have 
fuppofed that they had an in- 
tercalary month, once in fix 
fcore years ; but it is plain 
that the Scripture hints no- 
thing like fuchan intercalation, 
or year of thirteen months ; 
though without fome fuch fup- 
pofition, it is not eafy to guefa 
what they did with the fix ad- 

Days. 

1. Tjfri 30 

2. Marchelhvan 29 

3. Chafleu 30 

4. Thebet 29 

q. Sebat 30 

6. Adar 

7. Nefan 

8. Ylhar 

9. Sivan 

10. Thammuz 

1 1 . Abb 

12. £lul 


dltional hours, if they ever 
reckoned by folar months, ac- 
cording to the manner of the 
E^ptians. However, Mofea 
afterwards computed the year 
by moons ; for that is the 
meaning of the word 
chodejh, from re/te^v. 

The names of their months arc 
thefe : 

r September. 

OiffoLcr. 


November. 

December. 



To this lafi they added in tmd^ or the fecond Adar, aa 
procefs of time the interca- that was the lafi of the facred 
Ury month Vc-adar, that is, year. 


V0L.II, 


£ 


in 
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ill their prefcncc, in token that they freely embraced \ 
perpetual fervitude, or at Icaft to the year of jubilee. 

4. In the remilFion of all debts from one Ifraclite to 
another; but ftrangers were excluded that benefit.' 

5. It was to begin and end on the month Tifri, or 
September, that there might be fuffieftnt time for ga- 
thering all the fruits of the earth of that year, and for 
fowing it againft the next, that fo the land might not lie 
fallow two years together. The generality of the Jews, 
and many Chrillians, both ancient and modern, have 
looked upon the main defign of thefe inflitutions to be 
typical of the millennium, or thoufand years reft ; for as 
the Pentateuch confecralcs the feveiith day, the feventh 
year, and the feven times feventh year, to reft, they con- 
clude, that the world will laft fix thoufand years in its 
prefent flate ; or as K. Elias exprefles it, two thoufand 
years without the law, two thoufand under the law, and 
two thoufand under the Mefliah ; after which comes the 
grand fabbath of one thoufand years ^ 

Laws relating to the Jubilee. 

Jubilee This folemnity is the lall and mofl confiderable of 

thofe that were peculiar to the Ifraelites. It was cele- 
brated every fiftieth year, and had this advantage over 
that of the feventh, that it releafed all flaves who had re- 
fufed their liberty ; annihilated all debts ; and reftored to 
every man all his lands, houfes, wife, children, and pof- 
fellions, however alienated and every Hebrew fervant, 
or Have, to his own tribe and family, liberty and pro- 
perty, how or upon what account foever he had been de- 
prived of them during thofe fifty years : for this reafon it 
was calle.d jubilee, or yobel, becaufe it rellqred every 
thing to its prilline ftate. However, it muft be obferved, 
that this privilege extended no farther tlian to the original 
Ifraelites, or to thofe who had been incorporated into their 
religion and commonwealth by circumcifion ; thefe, in- 
deed, might claim the benefit of it, though they had been 
fold for Haves in confequence of any crime, even by the 
fentence of the grand fanhedrim ; hut as for the Gentiles, 
they were wholly excluded from the benefit of this in- 
ftitution. 

During the whole twelve months all kind of agricul- 
ture was exprefsly forbid, the poof had the benefit of the 
harveft and vintage, and of all the product of that year ; 

* Vide Hofpin. doodw. Mey. MunHer. 


and 
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ind all other thingfs of that naturfc irent on after the fame 
manner as they did in the fabbatic year. The beginning 
of it was fixed for the feventh month Tifri, which is 
about the time of the autumnal equinox ; but in what 
year, after they entered into the land of Canaan, they ce- 
lebrated the firft Jubilee, and whether from the beginning 
of every forty-ninth or fiftieth year, is not eafy to deter- 
mine. The Jews, indeed, begin to reckon the firft of the 
fifty years from the fourteenth after Jofliua's pafling the 
Jordan. 

The next controverted point, is whether it was cele- 
brated on the forty-ninth or fiftieth year; a difpute which 
we fhall not pretend to decide, nor is it indeed a point of 
any great importance to the hiftory. 

During the firft nine days of the jubilee the flaves were 
exempt from doing any work for their mafters, and fpent 
that time in eating, drinking, and other diverfions, their 
heads adorned with garlands. On the tenth day the fan- 
hedrim caufed the tiumpet to found all over the land, 
upon which the flaves were inftantly reftored to their li- 
berty, and the reft to their pol^e^^l□ns^ 

Expiation-day y or Day of Atonement* 

This folemnity differed from all the reft, in that they Expiation^ 
were days of joy and thankfgiving ; but this, a day of <tay* 
faffing, humiliation, and confeffion of fins : but this we 
do not find to have been made annual by Mofes, or ob- 
ferved by the people till after the captivity, when they 
became fo religious, that they appointed as many fafts for 
the mifearriages and misfortunes that had happened to 
their nation before it, as filled near the fourth part of 
their kalendar. Thofe who conjefture, that this expia- 
tion-day wa s or dained in memory of the golden calf, 
limit the defi^ of it too much, feeing it appears rather 
inftituted to expiate the fins of the whole nation, both 
public and private, but more particularly thofe of the fore- 
going year. 

It was to begin on the evening of the ninth day of the 
feventh month, and to laft till the evening of the tenth ; 
during which interval the Ifraelitcs were obliged to ab- 
ftain from all labour and pleafure, and 'to continue in the 
Work of mortification, under the penalty of being cut off 
from among their people. They were likewife to hold a 


* Vide Levitic, Maimunid. 
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fplemn conTQcatiotif to confefs their fina, and to offer 3| 

peculiar faenfi^ lor them hf fire* 

The high-piifeft'a offic6 on this day waa ftill more fo- 
lemn and awful; ' It waa the only time in the whole year, 
on wKich he was permitted to enter into the mofl holy 
place ; and therefore he was obliged t!b prepare himfelf 
for this grand ceremony in a very extraordinary manner. 
The Talmud add?, that he was to abftain, during feven 
whole days, from ai}; fnatrirnonial commerce, and from 
every thing that caule an accidental pollution, and? 

thereby render 1a^ unfit for this duty; fecondly, his^ 
mitre, brcaft-pl^i and other prieftly ornaments,, were to 
be let alide on rithat; day; when he appeared cloathed in 
Hnen ; his garlytconf^ng of alinenmitre, or cap, a coat, 
breeches, and igirdl^i He was, m the third place, to of- 
fer, as foon as h« the holy place, a young bul* 

lock for a fin-offering, 4nd a ram foir a bomt-offering, for 
himfelf and his whole houfe, coUfefling his and thci» fins 
over them. Then he wafr to receive from fome of the 
heads of theCufiembiy aeOuplc of krds for a fin-offering, 
and a ram for a hUrtat-Oflibrii^, for the vrholc congrega- 
tion. Two goats were fet before the tabernacle, and the 
high^rieft caft lots for thjBm, whkbofthe two fhould be 
facrificed on that 4hy» whfeh fhould be fent away. 
This latter was called hazazel, or Icape-goat, He then 
entered into the holy of holies, with his cenfer in one 
hand, ahd a large q^uantity of fi^ic incenfe in the other, 
that the fmoke of it might fill the place, fo as to cover the 
mercy-feat frorrufi^t. foon as he had fet the cenfer 
upon the altar, he canki out, and dipped his fingers in 
the blood of the jb^llucl:, which he had offered for him- 
felf, and went au4 ifprinkled it towards the mercy-feat 
caft.ward feven This ceremony being performed, 

he killed the goat folr the people’s fin-offMhg, and went 
aoid fpiild^!|^ the blood of it, as he 
had done wim that the bullock; and by lliefe afper- 
fions the tabernacle was purified from all the pollution it 
contra£bed, by Handing in the midft of that finfiil 
people. During all this .ceremony, that is, till the fo- 
lemri atonement had been made fbr the fins of the priefts 
and people, neiither prit^s, nor any perfon, were per- 
mitted to come, either within the tabernacle, or even into 
the courts. 

As foon as thefe ablutfons were ended, and the priefts 
and people purified, the goat, whofe lot it had been to ef- 
cape, was brought to the high-pricH, who laid his hand^ 
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«pon Its head, and confcflcd his own fiijs, and thofe of 
the whole nation, in words to this effe<^ : O Lord, thy 
people, the houfe of Ifracl, hayc linned, have rebelled 
againft thee j — and now, (!) Lord, I bcfeech thee, forgive 
their /ins, rebel^ons, and backflidings, by which they 
have oiFended thee, according as it is written in the law 
of thy fervant Mofes : in that day he fliall make atone- 
ment for you, h6 /hall cleanfe you, and you /hall be 
clean from all your fins before the Lord.” The confef- 
fion being ended, he delivered the feape-goat to a man 
appointed for the puipofe, who condu(£ted it into a defert 
place, and there left it to fhift for itfelf. After this ce- 
remony, the high-prieft wa/hed himfelf all ovex^ and 
having put on the ephod, mitre, breaft-plate, and his 
other prie/tly garments, he proceeded to offer, a burnt- 
offering of two rams, one for himfelf, and the other for 
the people. As fox the man that condiidled the fcape- 
goafj he was deemed unclean, till he had bathed himfelf^, 
and wa/hed his cloaths, as were alfo thofe who carried 
away the fle/h, blood, and entrads of the bullock, and 
goat of the fin-offering, to be burned without the camp. 

It was likewife on this day, that the high-prieft entered 
the moft holy place in the greateft formality, and gave the 
people the folemn hdeffing pr^fedbed by Mofes, m which 
he pronounced the myftericniB name of God. Accord- 
ing to the Jews, the uttering of that word had been (or- 
bidden upon any other occafion, by a particular law, ever 
fince the ffoning of a notorious blafj^emer. When he 
came out, he went backwards, keeping his face ftill to- 
wards the mercy-feat, and bending towards the ground. 
The refidue of the day was fpent in prayers, and other 
Works of mortification. Thefc ceremonies being per- 
formed, the trumpet gave notice that the folemnity was 
ended*, andTBen they dreffed themfdves in white, or, 
at Icaft, put on clean linen, and, after a blelTing, fat 
down to break their fait. They feldom failed making a 
plentiful meal, and to rejoice that their fins were now 
expiated ; but above all, the high-prieft expreffed a more 
than ordinary joy, that he had gone through the folemn 
and dangerous office of thut day, and was come alive out 
•of the moft holy place ■. 

“ Vide Levir. Numb. Philo in Vk. Mof. Jofeph. Talimidji 
Mifiina. Traft. Yonia. 
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Laws concerning other Expiations or Atonements, 

Before we leave this fubjedf of expiation, it will not 
be amifs to give an account of fome others, which were 
enjoined by Mofes, upon contrafting any legal impurities, 
fuch as thofe of a woman after child-birth, of a man by 
touching any unclean thing, as a dead body, or an un^ 
clean perfon, as a leper; and fecondly, by the breach of 
any one branch of the law, whether knowingly, or through 
ignorance. By thefe contingencies, theperfonscontradl;- 
cd a kind. of legal defilement, from which they could not 
be cleanfed, but by offering fuch facrifices as the law ap- 
pointed; and this purification was to be performed in the 
following manner. The perfon who had committed any 
trefpafs, whether knowingly or ignorantly, was to bring 
his vi£lim or fin-offering to the door of the tabernacle. 
This offering was to be a bullock, or a goat, if it was for 
a priefl, and if for a layman, a goat, flieep, kid, or 
lamb i if the perfon was too poor to afford one of thefe, 
then a couple of pigeons or turtle-doves, or even a fmall 
quantity of flour, was accepted. One or more of thefe, 
according to the nature of the trefpafs, were brought to 
the priefl, by the perfon to be purified, who having con^ 
feffed his fin, and laying his hand upon the head of the 
viclim, killed and offered it up. The prieft then took 
up fome of the blood with his fingers, and applying it to 
the horns of the altar of burnt-offerings, poured the re- 
mainder at the foot of it. He then took the fat of the 
caul, kidneys, and rump, and burnt it upon the altar, 
and having prayed for the perfon, pronounced him par- 
doned and abfolvcd from his trefpafs. The flefh of the 
vi£lim thus offered, belonged to the priefl alone ; and 
none other was allowed to eat of it. This ceremony was 
fomewhat more folemnly performed, ^f^fen the king, 
highyprieft, or the whole nation had committed a trefpafs; 
but in the main it was the fame. 

For legal pollutions, fuch as we mentioned above, (here 
was added another ceremony of cleanfing, namely, the 
allies of the red heifer, referved for that purpofe. The 
ceremony of killing and burning it, as preferibed by 
Mofes, was after this manner : the high-priefl was to take 
care it was without fpot or blemifli, and that it had never 
been yoked. Jt v/a^ to be carried out of the camp, where 
he killed it, and made a feven-fold afperfion of the bloo.d 
with his fingers towards the fandluary ; then a large fire 
bciqg kindled, it was flung into it, with its Ikin, intrails, 

and 
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^nd a bundle of cedar wood, hylTop, and fcailet, and 
burnt to allies before his face, he himfelf leaving helped 
to call her into the fire in the prefence of the people. 

The alhes were then gathered and laid up for ufe, and all 
that had aflifted in this ceremony were unclean until even- 
ing. Any perfofl having contracted fuch pollution, as 
made him unclean feven days, was to be fprinklcd with 
water, in which feme of thefe afhes had been thrown, on 
the third and fcventli day, 5 n which lafi he was to be 
clean ; but if he negleClcd being fprinkled on the third, 
he was not to be clean till the tenth day. This law was 
fo fevere againfi: thole who were polluted by the touch of 
a dead body, or by coming into the tent or room where it 
lay, that if they offered to go to the tabernacle, before 
they had been thus purified, they were to be cut off, as 
having polluted the fanCluary. Thewerv veilels that were 
ill the place uncovered, as well as the place itfelf where 
the Gorpfe lay, were likewife defiled, till fprinkled with 
this water of reparation, as it is called in the text. Some 
affirm, that the heifer, which was burned by Eleazar, 

Aaron’s fon, lafled from the time of Mofes to the capti- 
vity; others affirm, that there w^as one burnt every year, 
and that fome of the afhes of it were fent to every city 
and town in Ifrael Whether this facrifice was to 
be numbered among the burnt-offerings, W'hich were 
made for the whole nation, is a difpute among the learned, 
both Jews and Chriftians. 

Laws concerning fome other Sacrifices ^ and Oblations^ not nw:~ 
lioned under the former Heads, 

As we have had occafion to mention the facrificCvS that 
were enjoined to be offered upon every folemn feflival, 
under the head of each, and of thofe which were offered 
by way of ex^?Sftion for fin ; wc fhall now mention a few 
others hitherto undeferibed, reducible under the feven 
following heads, i. The daily facrifice. 2. The peace- 
oderings. 3. Meat and dring-offerings. 4. Offerings for 
clcanfing. 5. Firft-fruits. 6. Firft-born. And, 7. Tithes. 

The daily, or, as it is called in the original, the conti- 
nual facrifice, was performed in this manner. A certain 
quantity of iricenfe being burned upon the golden altar ; 
the prieft offered two lambs of the firft ye^r, without 
blcmifli, as a continual burnt-offering for the whole na- 
tion : thefe were burnt every morning and evening, d hey 

^ Numb, xix.pcr tot. Vide Hieron. Epift, xxvii, 
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Afl«re<lt likewifc, a certain quantity of wine and flouiv 
mixed with oil, for a meat and drink<K)fiering ; this was 
called continiial, becaufe k was not to be interrupted hj 
ftny other fscrificcs or folcmnity. 

The peace-offering was either euchariftical, in acknow-i 
Icgement of fome mercies received frocrf God ; or fupplU 
catory, in order to obtain fome bleffmgs from him ; or out 
of mere devotion, in honour to God ; or, laltly, upon 
account of fome vow. Thefc were all free and voluntary^ 
there being no law that obliged the Ifraelites to make 
them 5 except, where it is faid, that they fhould not ap- 
pear empty before the Lord ; but be liberal in thofe kinds 
of facrifices, according to their faculties. The votary was 
to bring the viftlm to the door of the tabernacle, lay his 
hands upon the head of it, and kill it ; the prieft then 
took fome of the blood, and fprinkled it upon and round 
the altar, and poured the remainder upon the ground. 
All the fat of the oflering, the kidneys, and if it was a 
fheep, or lamb, the rump, were burnt upon the altar ; 
the breaft and fhouldcr of the viftim were the perquifite 
of the prieft in waiting, and the reft belonged to the 
owner, who might then drefs and eat it, as if it had been 
killed within his own gates. 

The meat and drink-offerings we have already mention- 
ed occafionally, beCaufe they ufed to accompany the 
burnt-offerings of every feftival, the daily, and all other 
facrifices made with fire : they confifted of a certain pro- 
portion of w'ine, oil, and fine flour, to every beaft that 
was facfificcd. 

Offerings for cleanfing w^e have alfo fpoken of above, 
under the head of Expiation : two more remain ; namely, 
that of two pigeons, which a woman was to offer for her 
purification, after child-bed, in cafe (he ;:ould not afford 
a lamb i or, if the pigeons were alfo abt^^^her circum- 
ftances, an handful of flour and oil : and that of two 
fparrows, which the leper offered, after his cure, for 
cleanfing himfelf and his houfe. In both tbefe cafes, one 
of the birds was, inftead of a lamb, for a burnt-offering •, 
and the other for a fin-offering ; the hrft hiid was to be 
killed in a clean earthen vcffel, over a running water ; 
the prieft took the other bird, with a bunch of cedar- 
wood, fcarlet, and hyffop ; then dipping them in the blood, 
and fprinkling the perfon or houfe with it feven times, 
pronounced them clean; the living bird was let loofe> 
Some portion of flour and oil was like wife made into 
cakes, aad offered up to God, either of barley, or wheat- 

flour, 
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Jour, fome with leaven, which, confequently, came not 
hear the altar} others without itj all bf them fcafoned 
with fait, home were voluntary, others enjoined : fome 
were drefled one way, and fome another, according to 
the diferction or circumltances of the votary. 

The next obJBft nnder this head is the fhew-bread, 
called, in the original, the bread of bccaufc it was 

always to (land before the Lord upon the golden table in 
the holy- place. It was to be made of the pureft wheat, 
into twelve loaves or cakes, anfwering to the twelve tribes. 
The priefts were to take care to bring frefli loaves warm 
every fabbath-day in the morning; at which time they 
took away the old bread, which was to be eaten by none 
but priefts: each loaf was to contain two tenth-deals, or 
about three wine-pints of flour; and they were to be fet 
up in two piles, fix to each pile. The Jews tell iis, that 
there were fome double plates of gold between each loaf, 
to give them air, and prevent their growing mouldy. 
The loaves were without Jeaven, and perfumed with in- 
cenfc *. 

As to the firft-fruits, we have already fpoken of thofe 
that were offered at Eafter, Whitfuntidc, and the Feaft 
of Tabernacles, in the name of the whole nation : but 
every private man was likewife obliged to bring the firft- 
fruits of his fields, orchards, and vine-yards, to the ta- 
bernacle, and afterwards to the temple, as an acknowlege- 
ment, that God was the giver. Neither the time nor the 
quantity being preferibed by the written law, the former 
W'as left to the convcnicncy of the people, and the latter 
was determined, in fome fort, by their wife men, yet fo 
as to leave room for gencrolity to exert itfelf, more or lefs, 
according to the difpofition of each perfon. Thus it was 
agreed, that they ought to offer, at Icaft, the fixdcth part 
of the prodtfS^ hut fome offered the fiftieth, and fome 
even the fortieth part. After the building of the temple, 
they were all obliged to bring them thither, and the cere- 
mony was performed as follows : 

As foon as the perfon who came to offer them had 
reached the court of the priefts, the Levites began to fing 
the thirtieth Pfalm; which being finifhed, the perfon 
made this confeffion : “ I do this day make a public ac- 
knowlegement before the Lord your God, that I am entered 
into the good land, which he fware unto our fathers chat 
he would give us.” In fpcalcing thefe words, he took his 

B Exod. XXV. 30, Levit, xxiv. 5, &feq. 
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balket oiF his fhoulder, the priefl ailifling him ; an(jl 
whilft thefe two held it up, he made an end of his con- 
feflion, in the remarkable words prefcribed by Mofes, 
which the reader may fee in the margin (C); which being 
ended, the bafket was fet before the Lord by the fide of 
the altar, and he offered the burnt-offtring and peace- 
offering, which were always to accompany the firft-fruits. 
Having paid his devotions to God, he went to feaft with 
his acquaintance, on his fhare of the peace and meat-of- 
fering&: and on this occafion, he was likewife obliged to 
impart fome portion of his good cheer to the fatherlcfs, 
the widows, and the Levites : an injundfion the more 
willingly obeyed by the rich, who facrificed a bullock, 
becaufe they were forbid to leave any fragments to the 
next day. 

With refpefl: to the firft-born, the Mofaic law makes a 
three-fold diftindlion ; namely, the hrft-bom of men, of 
cattle, and of the product of the earth (D). The word 


(C) ‘‘ A Syrian, ready to 
perifh, was my father, and he 
went down into Egypt, andfo- 
journed there with a few, and 
became there a nation, great, 
mighty, and populous ; and 
the Egyptians did evil-intreat 
us, and afflidted us, and laid' 
upon us hard bondage. And 
W'heii we cried unto the Lord 
God of our fathers, the Lord 
heard our voice, and looked on 
our afflidlions, our labour, and 
oppreflion. And the Lord 
brought us out of Egypt with 
a mighty hand, and ftretched- 
out arm, and with great ter- 
rlblenefs, with ligns, and w ith 
wonders; and brought us into 
this place, and has given us this 
land, a land flowing with milk 
and honey. And now, be- 
hold, I have brought the firft- 
fruits of the land, which thou, 
O Lord, haft given me,” 

(D) We muft remind our 
Englifh readers, that this ex- 
premon has no fuch harflinefs 
ifi the original, as it has in 


ours, and other languages ; be- 
caufe the w'ord, which in thefe 
is rendered JirJl~horn, is, in the 
original, hecor, which properly 
implies, the principal^ or rnojl 
excellent of every thing or crea- 
ture, in its kind, whether in a 
good or bad fenfe. Thus God 
expreffes himfelf concerning 
David, “ 1 will make him my 
firft-born, higher than the 
kings of the earth;” where 
the word means nothing like 
firft-born, in our acceptation 
of the word. On the other 
hand, a moft^WNel death is in 
Job called, hecor mnvethj the 
jiril^born of death. And Ifalah 
called the poorefr, or weakeft 
of all, hecore dallhn, the firft- 
horn of the 'Weak. It is there- 
fore probable, that this word 
was figuratively applied to the 
firft-born, to imply their ex- 
cellency in ftrength and dig- 
nity, according to Jacob’s cx- 
preliion to Reuben, his eldeft 
Ton. 
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firft-born of the males, mud not be reflrained to the 
elded fon ; for he mdy be eldcft, and yet not firft-born; 
and therefore Moles adds, “ that firft opened the womb.” 
So that it was poflible among the Jews, where polygamy, 
and polygyny were allowed, for a man to have feveral 
firft-born, and 311 to be redeemed at the price of five 
Shekels, as foon as they were thirty days old ; at which 
time they were prefented to the pried, and the mother of- 
fered the facrifice of her purification, mentioned in a for- 
mer article; the price being paid for the child’s redemp- 
tion, he began then to belong to the parents, and not till 
then (E). How they redeemed them fince the deftrueftion 
of the fecond temple, is foreign to our prefent purpofe ; 
the reader may fee it in Leo de Modena, and other He- 
brew rabbics ; only we may obferve, that the children of 
the priefts needed not to be redeemed, at any time. 

The fiift-born of clean beafts, fuch as calves, lambs, 
kidsf and tbe like, were ulfo confecrated to God; but 
with this difference, that they could not be redeemed, 
but were to be brought to the tabernacle, or temple, and 
there killed : the blood was poured at the foot of the 
altar, the fat burnt upon it, and the reft of the flefh was 
the prieft’s perquifite ; with this precaution, however, 
that if the beaft had any natural or legal defers, fuch as 
blindnefs, lamenefs, the want of. a limb, or other muti^ 
lation, it was not to be facrificed : the prieft took it 
home, and there killed and eat it; and might invite his 
friends to partake of it, as of any other common meat. 
But if it was an unclean beaft, fuch as an afs or a dog, 
the owner was at liberty either to redeem it with a Jamb, 
or with five fhekels of money, or to break its neck. 

As to the firft produfl of the trees, all that is meant 
by it is, that every new-planted tree was to be reckoned 
uncircumcif<3flj®and impure, during the firft three years, 
when it was not lawful to gather, much lefs to eat the 
fruit. On the fourth year, all that grew upon it was 
the Lord’s, and confequemly the perquifite of the priefts; 

(E) According to this law, is allowed, by all writers, to 
we find the Virgin Mary re- have been her firft-born ; con- 
deeming her child Jefus : ne- cerning which queftion, the 
verthelefs, it has been much reader may confult, among 
difpLited, whether he was fub- others, the authors quoted in 
jeft to this or not, though he . the margin (i). 

C*) Cyril. Hierofol. HomiI.de occurf. Dom. Vid. Cornel 2i La- 
pid. on Exod. xiii, & Auft. ab eo citau Origen. Tcrtuli Ambrof. 
^ al mult, 
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from whom, however, the owner might redeem it, if he 
thought ht, by an equivalent} but, from that time the 
owner was at liberty to ufe it 

The tithes, firft-fruits, and redemption of the firft-born, 
conftituted the moft conftant and conGdcrable income of 
the prie/ts and Levites, though the firft^is by far the moft 
ancient, as we fhall fhew in the fequel of this hiftory. In 
the laws preferibed by Mofes, it is ordained, that none 
of the firftlings of clean animals fhould be redeemed at 
any rate, but that they fhould be all facrificed to the Lord ; 
arid that the firft-fruits fhould not be bought off without 
paying one fifth part more than the intrinfic value \ Wc 
need not here obferve that they were given to them as an 
equivalent for their not hav^ingany fhare in the divifion of 
the land, nor any portion nor inheritance with the reft of 
the people. 

The tithes were of four forts ; namely, i. Thofe 
affigned to the tribe of Levi, of which (as they were not 
holy things) all that tribe, men and women, clean and 
unclean, might cat. 2. The tenths of thefe tithes, 
which were afligned to the priefts, for thefe laft did not 
gather the tithes themfelves, but that office belonged to 
the Levites, who were not to touch any part of them till 
they had paid that proportion to the priefts, and fent it to 
Jcnifalem. 3. After a. layman had paid his firft tithes to 
the Levitesj he was obliged to fet afide a fecond tenth, 
or exchange it foran equivalent in money, with an addi- 
tion of a fifth part above the value } and this he was 
obliged to bring to Jerufalem, thereto make a feaft, and 
invite, befides his friends and relations, the priefts and 
Levites. 4. The laft kind of tithes, which Mofes ex^ 
auTed, was to be fet by every third year, and confunled 
in feafts at home, to which the Jews were obliged to in*- 
vitc the Levites, the poor, fatherlefs?*^idow5, and 
grangers 

As Jerufalem became to the Jews, what the camp had 
been during their abode in the wildernefs ; thofe vi^ims, 
which had been ordered to be burnt out of the camp, 
were, after tiie building of the temple, burnt without the 
wafts of the city, to avoid the inconvenience arifing from 
the great number of animals thus flau^tered fir the 
purpofes of refigion. 

f Levit. xix. 23. ^ Ibid, xxvii. 30, Be leq. ^Deut. 
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Laws cencsrning h^nus, 

Vov^s conftituted a folemn part of the Jewlfh wor- 
ship. How foon they began to be in ufe we fhall fee in 
Jacob’s vowing the tenths of all his acquifitionS) as he 
went to Padan-Apm ; however, we confine ourfelvcs to 
thofe under the Mofaic difpenfation, concerning which 
that lawgiver made fcveral regulations, in order to dircdt 
and enforce the performance. 

Vows were of a two-fold nature ; namely : fuch as de- 
voted the thing vowed, whether men, beaft, money, or 
any part of a man’s pofleflion to the fervice of God $ 
and fuch as devoted them to utter dellrudlion. Under 
the firft head, perfons, who were fui juris, or their own 
mafters, might vow themfelves, their children, or any 
part of their poflellions to God. We fay fui juris, bccauic 
the vow of a fon or daughter, of a wife or a Have, were 
of no farther force than as they were approved, or difap- 
provtfd, by thofe under whofe power they were. So that 
a parent, nufband, or mafter, if he heard the vow, when 
it was made, or when he came afterwards to be informed 
of it, was at liberty cither to give it a fantbion ordifannul 
it j in which laft cafe he was obliged to fignify his diflent 
on the fame day, according to the text, or in twenty-four 
hours, according to the Jewifti doctors. 

Of perfons vowing themfelves in this fenfe, we meet 
Math no plain infiance ; but of their vowing their children, 
we have, among others, that of Samuel, who was dedi- 
cated to God by his mother’s vow, ratified by her huf- 
band ; and he was accordingly confecrated to God’s fer- 
vice. However, in thefe cafes, the law of Mofes allowed 
of a redemption, or commutation for a fum of money, 
which was either greater or lefs, according to the age 
and fex of th^jrcrfon vowed. 

The cafe w*is quite different with refpcifi to thofe things 
which were vowed to deftrui^ion, for they could not be 
redeemed at any rate. That which had life was to be put 
to death ; and that which had not, was to be deftroyed 
by fire, or fomc other way (P), 

What 

(P) Thus, for infiance, the hchadfaved fome oftheplun* 
kingdom of Arad, and the der of that city which was 
cities of the Canaanites, were to have been deftroyed. A* 
under the anathema, and more for Jephthah’s Vow, it was not 
particularly Jericho; and A- exaftly of the fame nature ; 
chan, and all that he had, fell and authors are much divided 
Under the fame curfe, becaufe about the manner in which it 

WM 


141 


ttrmg 

vnv/. 


AoatJtt* 



i^i ^he Hlftory of the Jews 

"What curfe Jonadab, thefon of Rechab, had laid upori 
his pofterity, if they did not obfcrve his arbitrary injunc- 
tions of abllaining from wine, from planting, fowing, 
and the like, doth not appear ; but how ftridl obfervers 
they were of them, we may conclude from their anfwer 
to Jeremiah, when he invited them to drink wine K Wc 
iliall conclude this article with a Ihort account of the Na- 
zarites, olten mentioned in the Old Teftament, who were 
perfoiis that either dedicated themfelves, or were dedi- 
cated by their parents, to the obfervance of the laws of 
Ifazaritei, Na2aritifm. Thefe were of two forts ; namely, fuch as 
limited the obligation to fome fliort fpace, as a week or a 
month; and thofe that ejttended it the whole life, as 
Samfon and Samuel**, who (were dedicated by their parents. 
All that we find peculiar in their way of lif'e was, that 
they were to abllain from wine, and all intoxicating 
liquor, and to wear their hair to its full length. As for 
thofe dedicated in the other way, they were moreover to 
avoid all defilement, even that of entering into a houfe 
where a dead perfon was ; for if they chanced to be pol- 
luted by it before the term was expired, they were obliged 
to begin afrefli. Women, as well as men, might bind 
themfelves by this vow ; and after it was accomplifhed, 
they prefented themfelves to the prieft,, who brought 
them to the door of the tabernacle, or temple, where 
they offered the facrificcs preferibed by Mofes in fuch 
cafes ; after which ceremony he caufed their heads to be 
lhaved, and the hair to be thrown into the fire which was 
under the facrifice, and then pronounced them abfulved. 

Thofe who lived at fuch, a diftance from the temple, 
that they could not reach it by the time their vow was ex- 
pired, might fhave their heads at what place foever they 
found themfelves, when they fet by the price of their 

^ Jcr. XXXV, pair. Judg, xiii. 5. iSam. i. ii. 


was fulfilled. The Ifradltcs 
alfembled at Mizpeh, vowed 
thofe to deftrudtion that did 
not afiift in punllhing the tribe 
of Benjamin, for their barbar- 
ous ufage of the Levite’s con- 
cubine ; and Saul would have 
Sacrificed his own Ton Jona- 
than, for ignorantly incurring 
the curfe, which he had laid 


upon thofe that Ihould eat or 
drink whilfl: he was in piirfuit 
of his vitloiy, had not the 
whole army llrongly oppofed 
his will. By all w^hich inllance?, 
and many more that could be 
brought, it appears, that no- 
thing lefs than death was the 
lot of the perfons devoted by 
this kind of vow. ^ 

facrifice, 



to the Babylomjh Captivity, J4j 

fa^rifice, in Order to bring or fend it to the temple by the 
next opportunity. This was the practice of St. Paul, 

.who made his vow at Corinth, fhaved his head at Cen- 
chrea, and went, foon after, to Jerufalem, to accomplifli 
it by the ufual offering ^ 

Lawi concerning the PrUJis^ Levites^ and Nethinims, 

The two laft particulars to be confidered, under this Laws eon- 
head of the worfhip of God, or, as it is commonly called, cerning the 
the commands of the firft table, arc 5 i. The perfnris, 
and 2. The things, which were in a more peculiar 
manner confecrated to his fervice. Of the firft were the 
priefts. Levites, and Nethinijis^ of the fecond, the 
tabernacle, and afterwards the femple, with all its pomp- 
ous apparatus. As to the tribe of Levi, we ftiall fee,' in the 
fequclj how, and upon what account, it w;is feparated 
from the reft, and appointed to this important office. 

I. Of the PrieJIs. 

The Levitical tribe confifted of three main branches, 
diftinguiftied by their principal heads, Gerftion, Kohath, 
and Merari ; but the priefthood was given folely to the 
family of Aaron, which was no more than afmall branch 
of that of Kohath, whilft all the reft of it, even the fons 
of Mofes himfelf, as well as the other two branches, re- 
mained in the common rank of Levites, and were only 
admitted to the inferior functions of the miniftry. 

At the head of the priefthood was the high-prieft, the 
chief of the Jewifti church, and the final judge of all con- 
troverfies, whether concerning religion or the adminiftra- 
tion of common juftice. This laft province feems plainly 
implied in the directions which Mofes gives the people, 
to have recourfe to the priefts in all difficulties of that 
nature, and 'tt;* 23 bide by their determination under pain 
of death*. However, in this refpeft, he adted rather 
as a ^vil judge than as high-prieft. The fame office ex- 
tended to the fubaltcrn priefts and Levites, who were 
commonly admitted to fit in their inferior courts of judi- 
cature ; for it is plain, that the main end, for which they 
Were to fet apart, was, to blefs the people in God’s name, 
and to offer up incenfe, and thofe facrifices to him, that 
were preferibed by the law, exclufiye of all other tribes % 
under the fevere penalties above mentioned. 

^ Afts, xviii. iB, > Deut. xvii. B, & fcq. xix. 17. xxi. 5. 

xxli, 10. xxxiii. zo. Ezek. xliv.a4. ^ NUmb. xiii. Sc al. 
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fhe Hijlofy of the Jews 

The law* relating to the high-prieft arc fuch as relate^, 
1. To his office, a. T ° his confecration. And, 3. To 
hi» drefs. 

As to his pontifical authority, befides his having it in 
his power, whenever he pleafed, to perform any of the 
fundiions of the inferior priefts, and hi< being alone pof- 
fefled of the divine oracle of urim and thummim ; he 
was alone permitted to enter the holy of holies, and 
pronounce that folcran blcffing, on the day of expiation, 
mentioned under that head; all which privileges were 
confined to him, and entailed on his fon and fuccelTor, 
cither of his own body or faipily. There was fuch a 
facred charafter inherent k his dignity, as obliged him to 
the obfervance of fcvcral ftrift laws, from which the reft 
of the priefts were exempt. It was not lawful for him to 
marry a widow, a repudiated woman, or an harlot ; the 
perfon whom he took to his bed was to be a pure virgin, 
and one of his own tribe : he was forbid to put himfelf 
into mourning for the neareft relation, or to go into any 
houfc where a dead body was * : he was farther obliged to 
abftain from matrimonial commerce during thofe feftivals 
in which he was to officiate, and alfo from all food, and 
other circumftanceS) which might occafion any defile- 
ment. Befides all thefe, he was, in common with other 

d ts, to be free from all natural defeats mentioned by 
es ; that is to fay, he was to be neither blind, lame, 
maimed, crooked, or a dwarf \ he was to have neither 
feurvy, itch, nor any difeafe in his ikin, or dcfe£I in any 
of his limbs : as many as had any one of thefe blemiihes, 
were abfolutely excloded from all pricftly fundions, and 
from entering into the landluary and offering the (hew- 
bread, only they were allowed to live upon a portion of 
the o^rings. 

The ceremony of hii confecration wi^erformed by 
Moles, upon his brodicr Aaron, with a folemnity an- 
fwera^ to the facred nature of his office. 

At the firft inftiturion, Aaron and his Tons were con- 
fecrated at the fame rime, and with the fame ceremo- 
nies, though the fons were to continue ftill in the rank of 
common priefts. This may be the reafon, why Eleazar is 
afterwards faid to have been inftalled into the high-prieft - 
hood, by the ible inveftiture of his father’s garments, 
without any other ceremony j from which circumftance 
feveral commentators have concluded, that the reft were 

< liCittic. jad, 10, ft rri{. 

lot 




Bit to be ttibd St tlie infto&tioii cf any new li^^rtlbft. 

It 13 tnie/ we can oftr neitbing conclufive out of the Mo- 
fak text, to conlate chat tiption i yet, if we belietre the 
ahcieiit Jewd, who may be properly enough looked upon 
asthe bell judgc|| Acy w^ll te)i us^ that tfae undion ^d 
al waya accohij^y the mveftiture ‘dll the itpftriifMpfn of 
the hHl tmplc| when Joliah depoifited famd pU In 
fo fccret a place thit it Could never ^ fdtihd oiit aftc^ 
their return from the Babylonifii capdvity i from which 
time they hf^n to concent themfelyes with the bare in-* 
vellitttfe, without dte unfdon. However that be, it 
feema rtafonable to think, that Mofea confecratCd Aaron's 
two Tons, Eleaaar and Idtama^ at that grand ceremony^ 
asi the two branches, to^whicR the higVpncllhood was 
confined i as he chnfccratc^, at the fame time, all the 
pricilly garments, die tabernacle, and all the facred iiten* 
fils d£ it, which Were to be entirely dedicated to the 
vice of God •*. • 

The veflmenta of the high-prieft confiAed of fcarlet, HUdrtf!* 
purpki^ lllk, and fine linen, adorned with gold, filveTk 
and precious ftones \ but as to the fafhion o? themi all 
that has been advanced about it, ia mere conjeflttre \ be- 
caufe Mofes is hlent on this fubjeQ» Toibpnbs has, 
dped, been more paiticnlar, in chta refpe£l ; but he de- 
feribed them, as they wWe wOm in his dmu \ an4 how 
far the fafhion of tnem mi^ht Kave altered, durtpg fo 
long a fpacc, and fuch a variety of clrcumftances as the 
Jewifh Commonwealth underwent, is not ca^ to guels. 

The rabbles vary greatly from him, in their defcnption of 
them \ amiStj Jerom both from him and theni (T). < 

W^t 

d Vrdc Selden de Sacceflione ad Fontiftcat. I)h» H. cap. 9. Baf- 
nag. Rep. i* lib. ii. cap. 7. LeVit. viiii 30, & fcq. 

(T) They Were of two girdle ; the others peculiar tb 
fortB,iU Be made of linen, and him, which he wore upon all 
common to him and all the fol^nibys and tkieaffem, were 
^ other pridh; tf there was fo rich and 
any dl&rence between them, the Jews called mem xb- 
it was, ilUit^the former was' 

made of a: finer Uneo, and fiyl^ them the glim and oma^ ‘ 
woven in a ncher numuer. mentof ^Wii 

Thofe he is fupppfed to -have a hlue^or wHch be 

wtkto he west into the put wlSdifilb aefi; 
hmy of hplks, coaiified of gawncitt had 'fibevi^, 
the mitre or turbasT, long any ftam^/acdiHd^ To- 
w’ll or veil, the dnhren ancr brof wims, fmm 

Vokai, ^ JU - ^ ’ m 



Wbitthei^ md thumniim tofifified io^ 

4ndbaw it was c^nfuttcd^ fhaU lije.Qiew^ m 
fct {4?cc I md, as to m (or^ and fliape (U) we are left 


top to bcttomi with a ilk to 
put head through. The 
^rier of k, which reached 
almoftto hk ankles, was triiD- 
tned with a rich ftiuge^ to 
which were interchah^hly 
hui^ little bells and pomegra- 
tiateSf coriouily Wrought [n 
pure^ gedd, at equal dikand^s 
one from another, that hy thfir 
tinkling, his approach might 
be th6 more eanly diftioguifli^ 
ed; this veil 'was tied round 
wkh a rich girdle, which went 
twice about hk body« and 
hung down a convenientlength 
before him. 

Oyer this veil wat a third, 
called the ephod, ennoufly 
wrought with gold, and other 
variegated embroidery, not un- 
like a ibort^coat, about twp 
feet in length ; on the aop of 
it, od each ilde, were turo 
dhoulder-pieces, to which were 
faficned two precious Hones, ' 
fet in goM, on which were en- 
graven, ^he names of the 
twelve tribes, Ha upon each 
iloiki that tnig^ always 
have beftre lus eyes, thofe 
diat were committed to his naf- 
aWcare; up^ thohitiAof 
k, ^as a vacahev of ibokchalf 
a cubk in lengti^ and a 
ponionable iwendlhy cm ifhkh 
She beeaH-^aie was to bn JaC* 
lenoif #18 was a folded tMce ^ 
of the fbse tich emhioiaKned 
liffiie, on. ^|dch ^were &t 
ipe^ye gold, 

wl^ciytM. ^gta- 

the^itwe:iiFnne of ,the 


tribes i thCic were ftt in^ffc 
rotys, three in each row; and 
the whole was faHened at the 
four comers, thofe at the top 
to each fooulder-piece by a 
golden hook, oc, ring, at the 
end of a wreathed chain ; and 
thoft below to the girdle of the 
ephod, by twoblue Hringi, or 
ribbands, which had likcwife 
"^twb rings and hooks ; fo that 
the whme might be tied fak to 
the garment, without danger of 
falling off ; for thefc were never 
to be fevered. The Jews tell 
UB| that if the hieh-p#H did, 
at any time, either %rough 
inadvertency, or wilfully, put 
op one without the other, he 
was to be punifhed for it ; this 
ornament is therefore called 
memorial, to put him in mind, 
how dear thofe tribes ought to 
be to him, whofe nameB he 
wore over his breaft ; it is alfo 
called. the breaff-plate of iudg- 
ment, becaufo it h|d the mvine 
oracle fsHened tor it; at leaff 
the far greateft part of inter- 
prclers have ib underilood the 
commands of God to Mofes of 
putting th^ ffWn and thum- 
mim ID the hreaff-piate. 

(U) The Hones ,nf the 
breaH-plate were divid^ from 
each other by the golden p<ir- 
titiDns into which they were 
fet, and wcrerai^ in the fol- 
lowing ordi^;' to which we 
have added ihtwr Hebrew 
nam^, together with the tribe 
that was engraven upbn each 
of them (i). 


{S> VklelSKOd. xxvili. fle ieq. 
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h the 

6r much^ die diirfc, that It would rccpire a new iitlhi 
and thummim to et|dallH,t \ beeaufe Mdfes ha$ not give^ 
iM any hmt ^bout tbe matter. Some ancients thought 
tWe was a tnirteenth ftone in the bread-platCs whofe ex^ 
^i^rdinaiv luilhBi^nd beauty, above the reft, did d^fy 
to the high-prieil God’s approbation or diiiike of theming 
enquired about And mough Su'Aufiin has ptamlv 
proved, that there was not, the leaft foundation for fuen 
a fupemumerary flone, feme modems have not fcruplcd 
to add another, in order to anfwer the two names of urim 
and thummim. An ancient fa^er, who is followed by a 
great many modems, thinks, mat thefe two words were 
cither engraven bn a plate of »ld, and fi^^d to a breaft- 
pUte^ qr embroidered, in raifw! work upon it Moft of 
the Jew$» believe, it was the tetra grammaton, written 
upon a plate of gold, or fome other way £xed to the 
breafl-plate ; and Le Clerc imagined that urim and thum-^ 
mim ^vere the nkmes of two kinds of precious Hones,^ fet 
in a gold chain, or collar, hung about the high^prieft’s 
neck, In imitation of the Egyptians,, whofe chief magif- 
trate wore a gold chain, at tne end of which hung' the fi- 
gures of Tuftice and Truth, engraven on fome precious 
none. ^Spencer, after de Caiov, believed, that the 
breafl-plate had two little golden figures, inclofed in a 
kind of purfe, which gave anfwers viva voce to the quef- 
tions of the high-prieft * : for this notion he quotes St, Jc- 
rom, and Cedcrenus, among the ancients ; Cornelius a 
Lapide, and Ludovicus de £lieu, amongft the moderns, 
with fome Jewiih writei^s i but Pococke has condemned 
this as abfurd and impious. Philo feems to hint fbme- 
thing like it, only with this difference, that he fays thofe 
two figures, or virtues, namely, Manifefiation ana Truth, 
were only eti|1oroj^ered upon it ; and it mod be owned, 
that, if there "were any focb figt#Sf or fymbolsj it is 
more reafonable to foppofe them, #idi him, to have been 


» Epiphsu, Tixft. dc xii. Ocramts. * Gyril. Uxpolifi# 
^ Symbol. < Spencer Dlficrt, de Ur. Sr Thimu v ,, 

1. Odem^ .Sardhis, Keuben. 7. Leftem. CM^ 

i, Phlteralu Topax. ^ Sioies^ 6^ Sfaebo* , A 4 #^ 

5. Btrketh^ Camimck. 9* 

4.Ko|^i^. Emefaldtj#^* ' 1 ' ' i 

$.SapW. Sapbim. Dad., . < 0 - Taifiufin Heryh 

^Iftbaioni. Diamomi Napb* luSbohM* Onyx. Jofigrtfej? ; 

tdi« , xx*T«ihpbe;jd%ev«lS^^ 

L>'' ; 
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itobrbidcftd, than, :^tli Spencitrf that 
realigures, whether cafl or v:ai^; latter 

feems, alfo contrary to the prohibitum M the fheond 
commandments But we fee no need ^ (ilppoiing f nj rh 
fourcs, upon die authority of either vtet5aufe fofcphiib, 
wfho Was alfo a pried, and may be reafonably fuppofed to 
have been as well aeauaanted with, it a$ Philo, doth not 
fo much as hint any thing Hkf fuch fiptres i but makes 
the oracle to eonfift in the fUpernatural brightnefa of the 
twelve ftones at the time pf enOuiring. The moft rea- 
fonaijle opinion feems to be that ot Hettinger, who thinks, 
that when Mofes is commanded to put into the hreaft- 
platc, the urim and thniiffliiln, wWch Wprds fignj^ U^ht 
and perfeaion^ in the pKiral i It means only, that he 
fhould make choice of thc'moft perfea let of ftonea, and 
have them poliflied, fo as to give the moft confummate 
luftre. And this opinion feems ipud agreeable to what 
Jofephus and Maimonides fakl of it, except the niiraeu- 
lous luftre, which the former attrihntes to them, in order 
to account for the orade. 


The laft garment, peculiar to the high-prleft, was Ms 
mkre, or bonnet. Whether, and how far, it differed in 
falhion froih that of the common priefts, Mofes doth not 
tell us, neither is it eafy to guefs though their being 
called by different names, and made, at leaft of different 
kinds of linen, inclines us to think, that there was feme 
conGderahle diflcrence between them, if not in lhape, yet 
in beauty and richnefs (X). However, die pontifical 
mitre was remarkably diftingnJffied from the common 

bonnet 


(X) .All that wc can Icam 
from JofcpKut, Jerom, 
^aimonidea, au4 utheuf, con- 
^ming this ornament, st, that 
it was i| kind of Cap not unlike 
on hemlrphere, which, con- 
letjuchdy, did 

loiwer than the earn, and was 
wrapped ieveml times about 
br 


Shetx, of a Udtdhierable to%th, 

w Idne dW>atid, , cy ftriM, to 
#iCiv^ tiff, jofo* 

jii^oa adds, riwt Ac takit 
m W&kr of 


iiM blue or purple, having a 
triple cro^n of gold about it, 
and that on the top ; joft in the 
middle, it had a kind of golden 
cup turned upwardv,*;j?<i;mb- 
,l*ug the bud W a plant, which 
he w there vely particular in • 
dricribing. The Jarifh priefts 
carefully tied thrir boaneta on 
Arir heads, was 

w^ed Imlcii^t to appear 
hate-headed. On Ae cootraiy, 
the jgrcieeft token of lefp^ 
wiA mtti Was, to be bare- 
feot ; and Ak is the realbn 
wc find no mention of 







We liiw 

fcendcd from Aaron, iir 
Elcazar and Itbamar. , 
thefe taio, as beii:i^ th^ b 
of the pi^fthopdi but it 
thence, fhat they were „ 
their father j for wc find 
to years of manhood* 
S^ainft the Midianid'' 
more of age fu^ 
tion^ Thefe being 
of a rank and office , 
fl||pred in a three-fa)d 
confee ration, oSce 
need to fay tnuch j 
or folemmi^ bfed in 
Their confecratuin, 
Aaron, which we 
performed with H^le 
carefully examined* 
tural, defeats and impu; 
duced into the court o£ 
they walked thcmfclm 
for that purpofe; th^ ^ 
bit, they were bro 
them to the Lon" 
ed by Mofe&* 

tified themfi*t 

V-whieKfexpreJIfcn ^ 

^ ately fct 


flioes or 
pricfdy 

WW-felot} 

V tke* 


tht 

go^n Mate, oit nrfiidi were engrmn in 
^wor<to « Holiiicfe tjo Ac Lwd" Thi? plate 
other places, a crowa^ aiui was faf. 
of die mitre bt wwi 

^r tfiKmiaigmrrSt/lt. ‘ 
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thefc tram, de» r-^- „ 
^.VhUtwoWS;^ 
. mentions enly^/r^fr; 

1 ^^9 “"0 l>nkneh«a 

|ai^d^ to, fuppofe* from 
Ciated under 
dy corge, 
^^osswiA 
them 
^fttjodiA ■ 

, and 
7 be con* 

I regard totbeir 
^fe we (ball no( 
of pomp 

[;^f the ib^ «f mir ran 
article, vas fierstim 
were firft 
^ from all na- 
Pn^l^werc intro- 
1 or^^mphr, where 
Wferved there 
dr pricftly ha^ 

W hraiting, fane* 
their handi ^ 
htdf being immedw 
lion* 

« ftnnr^ bAm, 

j(L— . ^ J .V, ,4 . - ^y.?j 
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tig S^fry ^f ihg ytti^i 

Thetr bffice, whic^ festally 
cad ^|}ieir comiti|[ into waiting, wks, ofAw tdjbum 
laCeniGs, morning ai^ evening in the holy 
fcr up the daily Orifice ; to kill, dreft^ ay op the 
viiiimiB proper ibrthe day ; to pour the4f!^#’at the foot 
pf the altar ; to teep^up a continual the altar of 

burnt-oflferings | to light the lapgfirf^and to make and 
offer the (hcw-brca4 upcm theJ^oidcn tabic, Thoir time 
of waiting, wat weekit from J^batK to fabbath, and quar-t 
terl^, according to their cl^es : the age at which they 
were to begin to mlnifleril^was ^xed by Mofes at about 
twenty-five, or thirty ?ean| and ended about fifty • j but 
in David’s time they wer^Bnadc to ferve from tht^age of 
twenty **. Thofe whom nthcr age or infirmity difabled 
from miniftcring, were In aint aided by the offerings of the 
altar and other perqui^tes of the prieilhood ; and any 
l^evitei that wlfUn^y offered himfclf to ferve in 
temple aUllus days, is^s admitted to the like maVhte- 
niuceME). 


• Nambf viil h* Chr^n. xaiUi 24. « Chran. 

axxi* 17 . 6 DeuuxtiiL 6 . 


(£) Sotne other inpertant 
parts of the priefily office were, 
the inilru<£lion of the peemte^ 
judging of controverhes, ofle- 
proW, and other pdlutions, 
cauies of divorc^ and the ufe 
of itie waters or jealpofy, -of 
TOWS, , and of the fito^ or «m- 
fitneft of v1£ijprs ; blowmg the 
truinpots, in tnder to^f^o^m 
the labbdth, and folemu 
tbecall^gofaffei|^Hes{ found- 
ing to war; encouraging the 
combatants ; and orhers of the 
like nature, which have beoa 
oc c afionally fpoken of already. 
Jiut iacted part of 

junfihpi was, ^ bearing of 
i$ie aH^ prefeningthe velum 

I ip Goffs name* fhtrt 
IpRie l^re in- 
. .1 iMNtisig to chetr qf- 
Tfi^'of whitJi^. wap.px- 
Ij^^ieunplidt, Of 



^ firft fort were thofe which 
mrbad them to make ufe of 
ilrangc hre, of drinking 
or any intoxicating H-' 
}, when they came to mi- 
Thoy were likcwife 
j begin any.fecerdotal 
fufi^w, tiU they had firfb 
waffieoS^eir hpidt and feet. 
The ixnf^t injun^oios were, 
potato anpe^ifl tbe minillry 
p^thout their y 

or with any reptin^ii^l^tbs f 
becaufe they were tokenl^dr 
*hcir hair , 

gnmm to too great a length, 
fpr their heads unpofered. To 
thefe the Talmiidi^have added 
fpm others, fuch as fittiog 
dpwo, whiiff dicy perfermed 
any part of their office; mak- 
4^ .ufe of the left hand inflead 
. otthe right (hecaufe Aarcm and 
hli; iijgm had dieir right ear^ 
thumbs, and g^ toes, fastdir 



io tSe 

• In the tmo fam^ p{ Ekazwr and Itha- 

hmer ^rder^a fake, di Atnguidied into twen- 
^-fow^^Itfi^^^ording to the number of each family; 
to thatak^k^ being the more aumeronsi wa$ divided 
ijOto Hxteel^^^llllhe latter into eight clifflet* Thde took 
their turns in m^iniftry* aecordtng as it was aflGgned to 
them lot, whttSy^a commonly daft before the hiogi 
high-prieft, and othe^krfoas of diftin^jon, to avoid 
fraud and confttfttm^ Allll^weftalladd; is, tiattbefe 
claflestook their hames tboA their heads or chiefs, and 
continued to be'eidied by theid^ the end of that common* 
wealth ^ and from this fhe hens of each elafs came ^ 
tei wards to be Called chief^pti^s. 

Laws c9n^4miMg thi 

^heft related either to their 'office, or to t^iy privir 
C^and income ; fof as to ^eir defeent^ tl^ Choice q| 
their tribe, and their canfecration, we have ||pl already 
^cafion to mention all that is material x, only with fe- 
ipeft to the laft of 'thefe, it is obferv^d^i that this cere- 
mony was begun with fprinkling them lyftb the water of^ 
reparation, ufed for purifying thme, who had contiafted 
any legal impinity, with ftiaving their whole body, and 
walhing all tncir cloatbs, before, j^ey were prefented by 
the people to the high-prieft ' M for their drefs, it 
was the fame with that c^thj^ft bf the IfmcUtes. 

The 

fied by the blopd of che^C- of ihefe, Whieh be alfo fubdl- 
ums), and othen of ley con- Tided into tWenty-fbur cll^, 
fequencc(i). ^ jr whkh Wrie m fbcceed 
(F) After DavidJiad opcc othei^ i^kly ip theh mint, b^ 
nxed the ark gi Jpin^em, by i appidinted rWr ftveral ludcr 
which rime t^^j^ere become tfons : to^one he affiened die 
i^ery nuin^mt, he made ftm affiftkig the priefis lit the t^>er- 
r^ulatkms coq- natrle, prqianjig Hour, qikei, 
kerning their d t&rent eumloy- wine, apdoi 1, for the ft^llcet, 
hicQts, which contiilded till m and aft bth^ ^Mces bl that 

dirolution bf the Jt^fth polity^ kind, tlie fmwi 

We have above, thattbey^ polnmd cb fieg end ^ay im 
Were diitinguijSied into three mufteal iafttumeittt, ee proper 
ftmiliea, name^^ Gefft|Dp, peiipdi of M dkitm, 

Kohath, and Toeach aiui lite^tdjcbkoepk^cili^^ 

(0 Ls^it. X. It. Midai^, li. xvU. t. A iy. 

^ ■hh. ^ V, la,, dr ftq- E)so4i‘ , Mdptti \ 4hitb, 

nammikdaft. ■<"■•■ . 




fitratiM 
and drf/f. 



1^91 fhi H^oty tf tkf Jtm 

fingerj king Soboion dtiiinguiO^ from jft^aAr hr^ 
thrcn, by their being allowed to wear a of 

robe, or furpUce, when tlicy were u^n hjlt the 

reft did not obtain that privilege, till the king 

Agrippa, about the year of Chrift iix 

yeara before the deftrinStion of the laft JofephuK 

adds % that the piiefts highly relente^^'iti and obfervea, 

that fuch innovations feldom unpuiiifhed. It is 
true, he^ calls them fingera | it is plain, be muft have 
been either miftaken or n^copied ) unlefs we fuppofe, 
that he there fpeajes of a ^rticular garment, to be worn 
by them at all times, as w^l as at divine fervice. 
jrtWr rr- * With refp’eft to their re||eni|es, we have chofen to fpeak 

VMur/i jointly of thofc of the pr|!fts and Levites, becaufe they 

were intermixed together, at Icaft in their main branches, 
thofe of the tythes, cities, and fome other perquifites. 
As for what cither of them had in particular, it is fcaj:^^ 
worth me^oning. The Levites were excluded, by an 
exprefs la^of Deuteronomy, from having any fharc in 
the divihon of the land \ and had their portion alTigned 
them out of the tythes, offerings of the altar, and the re- 
demption of the firft-born of the Ifraelites, in whofe 
ftead they were fubftituted : but as it was necclTary, that 
they ihould have fome certain places of abode, as foon as 
they arrived in the plain of Moab, over-againft Jericho, 
forty-eight cities were alU^ned them, thirteen of which 
were to belong to the prieftt and the other thirty^five to 
the reft of the tribe of Levi, Tsie only difference oetween 
them was, that the cities of the^jefts were, for the moft 
part, of the tribes of Judah and^®cnjamin, and confe-^ 
quently nearer to Jcrufalem ; wher^s thofe of the Le- 
vites were diftributed by lot, out of ^ the other tribes on 
eith^ fide Jordan. With refpe£t to tu^Drivilegei which 

•» a Chron. v. **. = Ant. lib. xx. ca^S. 

guard about the tabernacle, piety, to reach and breed up 
and aftemards about the tem- the youn^r Levites, either to 
pie. Over thefe claflcs he ap- the minmry, or to expound 
pointed from among them, the law to the people ; behdes 
proper officers and oyerfeera of thofe whom be aiminted to 
fcveral rattka, a^^iding to their aiiift at the cotirti of judicature 
merit or capacititSk He cbofe of every city (j). 
likewife men of leaming and 

(a) Vide Obad. Bartenora Tra^« Cboltn. lib. i. fed. 6. 


fom? 



ti the Bdybnifi) Cs^ivity. 

M d BO further ^htn the bare enjiyytnetit 
ire may ohferve^ that’ they had power 
thenit as wclf Z9 the other trib^ ; only 
Ous difie'rence on their fidei that they 
at any time, if tl^y.werc able | and if 
o them on the year of jubilee ^ whenrer 
^o^xfe s of the laity, which ftpod in 
walled cities, if not recuJ^med within the year, were irfe^ 
coverabjy loll to the firft o)l(^r ®* 

Laws Morning the ^ Ciiht rf Rifyg§^ 

Thefc were cfaofen out of mofe forty- two* which had CUtts^ 
been afligned to the tribe of They differed from 

the afyla of the Greeks and Ifomans, in *that they were 
defiened toprotcdl innocent perfons only from the rigour 
of nie law, in cafes of involuntary homicide^ wheteaa 
wSidra equally Iheltered the guilty and innocent. There is 
an exprrfs command in Exodus with Feiatpn to wilful 
murder, that the guilty perfon fhall be tom even from 
God’s altar to be put to death ® from which exprellion» 
one may naturally infer, that the tabernacle was a fanc- 
tuary to ihe’innocent, not only during their wandering in 
the wildemefs, but all the time of their abode in the land 
of Canaan j at leall, the inftance of Joab’s taking refuge 
there, feet^s to imply as much, though his crime exclud- 
ed him from the benefit And indeed, fo feverc 

were the Jewilh Jaws agai^murder, that if it was even 
committed in a fray, inyforreflipg a fervant, or in fome 
other cafes, which ou^milder laws call chance-medley, 
the guilty perfon coujn not pafs unpunilhed. Where the 
fa£l was accidenta^nd involuntary, the homicide waa 
condemned to a k^d of baniihmeiit, till the death of the 
high-priell -/or>il!c time being*, infomuch that if he ven- 
tured out o^.el<e limits of the city, it was lawful for any rc- 
l^on rii^fhe deceafed, cither to kill him, or lb have him 
Pht to death by the hand of juftice. ^ 

Thefc cities were not only for the Hxaelltes, but for all 
Grangers that either lived among themi or came occaffon- 
^ly. The Jews indeed confine the bwefit to thojft that 
were profelytes to their religion. 

How, where, and by whom, frie exammatioii of the 
man-flayer was made,' in order to hb being admitted to^ 
or excluded, the benefit of die diy of rmugef tlu^ i% 

* ' - ' 

< Icvit. xxT. Ar frqq, < xxxv. fL •Seed. **L 

■f* King! U* at, 

arbab^ 



The Hifiary cf tbie Jew^ 

ivhctMr by the next of the place inhere theJI^4Bal 

committcdi or by’thofe of the city whither 
for refttge, is not certainly known. Hoover, Jlherc 
feems to have been a double trial, one be^c tlg^d^es 
of the city of refuge, and one before whic'^^jjaic^ext calls 
the congregation ; by which are underlb^lS either thofe 
of the place where the faa was cojnmp^ or perhaps the 
great council. As foon thercf(Dj|^**^a mail had been un- 
fortunately guilty of accidcntainiomicidc, his firft bufinefs 
108 ^ to fly with all convenient haftc to the next city 
of that kind. The ways l^ing to it were to be kept in 
good repair (N), that nothing might retard his fpeed. 
When he arrived at the place, he prefented himfclf to 
the judges of It, declaring the occafion of his coniine, 
and the mai^ncr of his killing the perfon ; and according 
hifl^account appeared true or falfe, he Was admitted to, 
or excluded from, their protaftion. If the avenger ^ 
blood, who was always the ne^eft relation of the^ dL 
ceafed, came to demand jufticc, he and his evidence were 
heard, and the judges either confirmed their former fen- 
tence m favour of the man-flayer, or delivered him up to 
be puHifljcd. If the faa appeared to be accidental; he 
was to be condu£ted to the place where it was committed, 
and there tried a fecond time 5 then, if found innocent, 
he was rcconduaed to the place of refuge, M'ith a fuffi- 
cient guard, and remaine{(t/ree from all further profecu- 
tion; and at the death tW bigh-prieft, he was at Ji- 
berty to return to his own h9m\ This, at leaft, is what 
the gcnci^ty of interpreters co\:lude to have been the 
method of proceeding in fuch cafes^ However, at the ac- 
count we have of it from Mofes is ^from being clear in 
this point, and the cities of refuge \cre fometimes at 


(N) At every place where 
the road piEited, a poft was fet 
up to direSa them, which had 

the Wor^ en- 

graven upon it. Every brook, 
or river^ was to have a good 
f aQ wiitery places were 
•o be draioed, and the furface 
kijpt finooch and hard. Once 
#jrear, at leaf!, the magiftrates 
% wm cb&ed to 
fSflc^eoi^ and fee that they 
good:«miler ; other* 
liflili* the ^avenger 


chanced to D>^ke, and kill 
the flayer, the ntag^racy of 
the place were judgeT^criltjfc-:^ 
his death. As for the cities of 
refuge, they were to be of a 
moderate cxteiit» well furnifhed 
with Water, provifions, artifls, 
all manner of' conve- 
oiendea, weapons excepted. 
The reafon they give for ex- 
cMing this laft was, left the 
avenger ftioirid. In ^ fit of 
angm aaake ufc of them igainll 
the flayer, 

fitch 



to the Ba^hHtJh 

ftt«b-^4|ftance from th^ place the fad was cbm- 
mitten tff^thc man-flayer might be calily overtaken by 
the pli^cutCT before he could reach it, vve think it, at 
leafl, all^l^aiAl^le to fuppofe, that he went and Airren- 
dered himfH4^Nhc judges of the neareft place j and hav- 
ing cleared hult^df before them from the guilt of wilful 
murder, was, by tejiuajrder, conduced fafely to the nett 
city of refuge, #htre Ac^nwgiftrates, on a further hearing 
of the caufe, either confirm^ or revoked the fcntetice of 
the former. It is true, tAt what we quoted out of 
the rabbies in the laft note,%bout the convcnicncics of 
the roads leading to fuch pl^es, would be ncedlcfs in 
this cafe; but we look upon their teftimony to be very 
dubious, and in fome cafes plitnly erroneous. Thus the , 

T^mud tells us P, that ihofe cities were to be fltuated by 
rivers, in order to be well fupplied with water, and all 
of provifion ; that accefs to them was to be eafy, 
anoHvithout afeent ; and yet it rather appears that the 
far greater part were built upon rocks. They tell us 
many other particulars there, which wc purpofely omit, 
becaufe they are Hill more incredible. 

Befides tnefe cities of refuge, the tabernacle, as wc ^htattmrm 
have partly obferved above, and afterwards the temple, 
had likewife the privilege of being fandiuarics, cfpccially 
the altar of burnt-offering **. The rabbies indeed tell us 
the latter was only for priefts >^ut we have fecn the con- 
trary in the inflance of JoaJje Thofe, indeed, who were 
guilty of wilful murdc^^ ffieltered tbemfelves there in 
vain, and were taken J^rvf from the altar to condign 
puniihment. To this^nd proper judges were appointed 
there alfo, whofe b^nefs it was to make a ftrifi exami- 
nation of the cafcojmid cither to deliver up the criminal 
into the hands jjrjufticc, or fend the innocent, under a 
proper efcoij<*<b one of the cities of refuge 

The ^T«Sninims conftituted the laft clafs of perfona de- 
dieted to the fcrvice of God. Thcfc were not of the 
children of Ifrael, but of the Gibeonites, whb obtained a 
treaty of peace of the former by a ftnUagem* }o^ua 
condemned them to the lowell and mod: li^rioua 
in the tabernacle under the Levites, fuCh' as drawii^ of , 
water, and fetching and hewing of wood for the 

t Gcmar. Tnft. Maklot. S Vide PbUo; Legate ad 

' Vide ^imonid. apud Hotting.' in Goodir. lib. It. 5« 
a. iind Coiniiieiitf|ton in ipav. , * JoA> tfu 



S0oty of the fe^s 

W»d 0 not 6nd that thia name of Nethinims idfeirW 
to them till after the captivity, when a fmall KCthuK re- 
the reft .of Ifrae^f frojj!) Ba- 

ft. 0/ Things ctnficrated ft the, ServLf^" God. 
Thefe confiftcd of the Ubernacle^i^fk. the two 
adtars, the candief^k and its the table of 

Ihew-Wea^ and Ae court, wj^all the otenfils there de- 
pofited. Mofes hw beftowdS. almoft as many pages in 
Renting the ftruf^ure of ^ tabernacle, and its fump- 
tuo^ furniture, as he has Xployed lines in his account 
“e '^itl* 

refpea; to the figuification |>f a great number of its parts 
ana materials. ^ 

natnes, but was commoi^ty 

called by that of Oheh which properly fignifics a tent } and^ 

teriaU ™»««ificent, bot'b St ftru£lure,‘r^ 

as might mfpire the Ifraclites with 
an awful idea of their rclifiion. The moft coAly and pre- 

wi* them from Egypt, 
aqd thofe other lung^ms, which they had conquered, 

were literally ^flowed_ by the pee^lc, and put into the 
hands of the ab^left artificers, to be wrought in a manner 

fuitable to the defigm 

The tabernadc was of te olilojig-fquare figure, thirty 
cu^ft m length, ten cubitT^adi and. tea in height. It 
had two apw^ents within, ^ided by 4 row of four 
column of lhittim-wood(P). c^red with niaflive gold, 

(0) That name itnporti as 
much ; and Earn fay? 

they were gi^, or appointed, 
by David and o^her king?, to 
fciTc in the temple^ under the 
«int!e? ; and in another place, 
that this)* Wero children of So- 
lomcm*? ferraiim So that by 
the name, wa? not 
coiifiwrf to the but 

m. pm ^ tjbe CiH 
pi^cea 
and converted. 
iSjiya^ this is 


a hardi* fmooth wood, free 
frojn knV^, and of exf^ulGte 
beauty anV Hghtjqieffl ; info- 
ijnuch that fich ufed to 
make ferews ofSil for their 
prelTes t that Sts lea^ and 
lour were not unlike the wfiSf? 
thorn, but that It grew to fuch 
a height as to be fawed into 
Doaros of a conliderfble length, 
andithat it tyai not ipund in 
the It Oman empire, but only 
in the uncultivac^ parts of 
Arabia (i). 


in jbeh Hi, ad finem. 


fixed 



to the 

pedeft^s or fockets of £ker. 
To W chapiters of them was faft^ned, hy golden 

hook^ a ri^ embroidered cuitaiiH which divided the 
whole^l^adtl^f the place^ and diftinguifhed the oCt« 
ward, caBNjrf^n0oly, from the inward apartment, called 
the Moft Hol^^r the Holy of Holies. The latter was 
but ten cubits de^] confequently iquare. The other 
extended twenty cubi&T^^ entrance, at the weft 

end, hung a fecond curtaK to another row of five co- 
lumns, of the fame fabric wiu the former, only the bafes 
of thefe were of brafs ; and thin concealed the infide of the 
holy place. The curtain, or^thc veil, that parted the 
Holy from the Moft Holy place, was niade of the richeft 
ftuflr, both for matter and w(|-kmanfhip ; adorned with 
cherubim, feftoons, and other ornaments, curioufly 
, embroidered. The whdie was enclofed on the north, 
N^^ft, and fouth fides, with boards of the fame wood, 
cov^ed alfo with plates of gold, and Axed below and above 
into fockets, or mortices, like the columns. Thefe ‘ 
boards were ten cubits in length, ^d one and a half in 
breadth, faftened to one another by a five-fold row of 
golden rings, at equal diftance, one over the dther, five 
to each board ; and through thefe ^^ere run five bars of 
gilt fliittim-wood, which locked, or unlocked them on 
thofe three Tides. As for the eaftend, it had no boards, but 
was ftieltercd by a veil, likej^t which divided the two 
apartments, except that this was only adorned with 
flowersi leaves, and fugh Jree embcllifhmentSi of needle- 
work ** (S). 

d F4od. xzvi. 3 $. 

were made to hang down to 
the ground on the three fidet 
that Were boarded, whilft they 
left the outward veil open to 
public view, on the weft end, 
which was the entrance into 
the facred place. The moil 
holy place had Ho light but 
what die eenfer gave, when 
the high -pHeft went into it on , 
exmoon ^y. At for t^ 
holy pUctf it waa 
by die golden cand^Hek^with i 
a fufficim Juimber of branchef • 


(S) The tabernaclj^i^d four 
different coverings)^ the two 
innermoft of ^^ydauidful light 
blue mohaitr^iped with fcar- 
purple, or crimfon, 
ana adorned with cherubim* 
The undermoft of the other 
two was of rams fkins, with 
the wool on, of fcarlet dye, 
and the uppermoft of badgers 
fkins, of a light blue. Thefe 
two laft were intended to pre- 
fetre the others from wind and 
^Q» for which reafen they 







Wjiery <ftht 


Of tin JUtrg-Seat and Ark tf the Ttjh 


Thcfc were the two thief obje£l8 depofiti 
holy place, and the former was as a *' 
latter; for which fcafop fome inccrprcti 
that this was all that was meant by 
Moft vcrfions more properly ren' 
others the oracle % and ours 
is faid to have heard their p 



1 ■ 

IfCT the 
fancied^ 
kaphoretb. 
propitiatory, 
ercy-feat ; bccaufe God 
to have delivered his 


oracles from thence, and t^avc dwelt between the che- 
rubim which covered it. flefides, it is plain, that it had 
a more than ordinary fanpity attributed to it, and that it 
Was looked lippn as the place of God's immediate pre^ 
fence ^(T.) ; t 

The ark was a fniall cheft msde of Ihittim-wood, and 
covered with beaten gold, having the fame dimenfions ii^ 
length and breadth, as^thofe of the mercy-feat; its hem^ 
was equal to its breadth that is, one cubit and a %lf. 
It is called the Ark of the Covenant, and the Ark of the 
Teftimony; the firlt, bccaufe it was a fymhol of the 
covenant made between God and his people, and con- 
tained th^ two tables of it, the pot of manna, and Aaron’s 
miraculous tod, which were depofited as fo many wit- 
nelles againft every deviation of the people. On each 
fide were two gold rings^ and through thefc were fattened 


the two {»ars by which it 
ihoulders* 

\ 

> Hieroo, Vulgat. & al. 


(T) It was of pure gold ; 
the length of it two cubits and 
I half, and the breadth one 
cubit and a half, fo that it e^- 
a^ly fixed the dimenfions of 
the ark. It was fitted with the 
cherubim that over-lhadowed 
h, in a frame, or, as Mofea 
c^U it, a crown, not of a 
round, bu^ oblo^-fquare fi- 
gure, which doled the upper 
part of the ark, liice a rim or 
ogee. As to the cherubim, 
it is Oertmn that they were 



carried on the prietts 


t Sam. vi. dcfeqq. 

mad^ ot gold ; but whether 
folidpNand catt of the fame 
piece, ^ in the fame mould, 
with thefc^rcy^feat, as fome 
J ewsandCluw^s render! t ( z ) , 
or only chafed anfiv^ammered, 
as the original, which naly 
exprefies it by hardened gold, 
feems rather to intimate, isnoi 
worth difputing. They ttretch’ 
ed out their wings on high, 
with their faces turned down 
towards the mercy-feat (3). 


M Vide Child. Pamph. B.. Sdl. Arr. Montan. Tremel. ft alib. 
to loct yer. it> (l) Exod. uf. to. 

Befides 



to the Bahyhnijb Cc^tivity^ 

, Befi5}fS the ark and mercjr-feat^ there was (lilJ, in thU 
lhoil|^^5^placc, the volume of the law, which Mofes 
gave^c Lc^testo depofit by the fide of the ark. -As to 
the bw>k we muft not fuppofe that it was the only 

copy, ii^ould not have been lawful for the high- 

prieit to out and in but on expiadon^iiay ; whereas 

the public readifi^-of it was to be on the fcalt of taber- 
nacles. We may tlicix^re fuppofe M’-ith the Jews, that 
there were feveral copics^t^^, and that this prototype wa» 
thus carefully preferved to prevent the rcll from being 
corrupted. Lailly, after the^rk was brought back from 
the Philillines, they depofite^ by the fide of it, that 
little cheft with the golden mice and haemorrhoids. 

The utenfilsin the holy placej^werc, the altar of incenfc, 
the golden candleltick, and the table of Ihcw-bread. 

The altar of perfume is fbmetimes called the Golden 
^Itar, becaufe, though it was made all of, lliittim-wood, 
yebs’t was fo well covered over with that metal, that it 
looked like a folid piece of gold. It is alfo denominated 
the Inner Altar, to diflingliilh it from that of burnt-oifffer- 
ings, which ftood without the tabernacle. Its ufe was to 
burnincenfe morning and night, and to be fprinkled with 
the blood of the facrifices, which were offered for fins of 
ignorance, committed either by particular priefts, or by 
the people in general. It was one cubit fquare, and 
two cubits high, fo that the hadvltill eight cubits to 

afeend. Two bars of the fany^wood, covered with gold, 
and put through four gold ferved to carry it a&^ut, 

like the ark, only thefe m^ght be taken off. There was a 
golden crown, 'or ornament, like an ogee, round the top 
of it, and ,four horns, on the four corners (U), likewife 
covered with gold- 

The 


<U) The lignifies 

cither ahor a ray of 
' fro.ix which fignification, per- 
haps, as CunzUB obferves, 
■ thofe rays which ihonc about 
Mofes’a face, may eaflly have 
been transformed into horns ; 
fo that thele, on the corners 
of ibe altars, might probably 
be nothing elfe but ornaments 
rcfembling the rays of the fun. 
However, thofc who think 


them to have been in fbape like 
the horns of an ox or ram, 
may aS probably ^efa ri^rlit ; 
lince any of thefe forms mi^ht 
anfwer the purpofes for which 
they feem tnten^d ; namely, 
in this imall altar for the 
greater caie and ileadioefs in 
moving and carrying it about ; 
and, in the great altar, for 
tying the vi^ms to them,^ ac- 
corilmg« to the allufion of the 
p&lmifl 1 
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Thi StitiMr of the iecond book of Maccabees U8i 
Aat Jeremiah, feeing the captivity approachine/t^t this 
altar aad the ark of God to Mount Nebo, ^Sd hidjlthem 
it & artfully, that it coiiZd nair after- 

that all 


iNI' thipldt^ 




pofilxtliatiif; 
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a golden border or crown, which may be fuppofed to be 
a 'Lnd of rim round it, like that of our tea-tables ^ 

The court of the tabernacle was an oblong-fquare, one 
hundred cubits in length artd fifty in breadth, eiiclofed on 
all but the eal^^fide, which had an opening of twenty 
cubits for the pnells and Levites, and people to go in and 
out with their ofFeringS. This enclofure was not defigncd 
to conceal what was done in, the court, fince the curtains 
that furrourtded it was done wdth a kind of net or point* 
work, through which even the heathens might have a view 
of the enclofure. Thefe curtains, which Mofes, there- 
fore, calls by a particular name, to diftinguifli them from 
thofe of the tabernacle, whofe ufe was of a different na- 
ture, were fupported by four rows of pillars, probably of 
fhirtim-wood, with brafs pedclllls or fockets, and adorned 
with filver fillets, or rather chapiters, for fuch they were 
The altar of the burnt-offerings was placed at the eafl Altar of 
end of the court ; and one may fuppofe it to have ftood at burnt-offer 
fuch a convenient diftance from the tabernacle, that nei- 
tbertlic fmoke of its coiiflant fire, nor that of the victims, 
which were burned upon it, might damage its outward 
veil. This altar is alfo called the Outward, to diHinguifli 
it from that of incenfe, which was within the fandfuary. 

We have already taken notice that it was made of (hittim- 
wood, and covered over with brafs. It was live cubits 
fquare, and three cubits high j acjd becaufe it was port- 
able like tlie other, it had four brafs rings, through which 
the two bars were put when it was carried upon the priefts 
fiioulders. It had four horns, at the four corners, of the 
fame w'ood, and covered with the fame metal, but their 
fliape is equally uncertain with thofe of the other altar. 

In the cavity of it, which may be luppofed to be as capa- 
cious as the fize ofghc altar would admit, was hung, by 
four brafs rin^s, a crofs-bar grate, which reached down to 
the middle of the cavity, and through this the afhes fell- 
The grate was to be placed under iliat part which is ge- 
nerally rendered the compafs of the altar ; but is vari- 
Dully underftood, in order to fave the wood from being 
confumed within the copper-work. 

It was on this altar that the facred fire, which defeended 
from heaven at the confccration of the tabernacle, was to 
be continually kept. If it be alked how this could be pre- 
ferved in their marches, when this, and all other uten- 
Cls, were wrapped up in fcvcral coverings, the upper- 

r Exod , XXV. ijr fr ieqq. B £xod. xxxvhii iB, 

VoL.II. M nioft 
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mud of which 'ivas of badger’s (kins, withoiil: either burn- 
ing thofe coverings or cxtinguifhing the fire, we need 
not have recourfe to miracles, as the rabbies do here and 
every w^hetc elfe. We may reafonably fuppofe that the 
carcob, or veflel, which field the fire^ and was to be 
taken 6fF when they decamped, was carried in fueh a 
manner, as to preferve fire enough to kindle a greater 
blaze, when occafion required, as on the morning land 
evening facrifice. I 

The brazen laver is the lafl confiderable utenfil ’that 
flood in the court of the tabernacle. It was conveniently 
^^‘rnreat fituated, between the eaft end of it and the altar of burnt- 
iaie>, offerings. Its fb^e and.fizc not being mentioned by 
Mofes, Itfarved 

for the pTiirfts to their hands, and feet, who Were 
exprefsly fd^id, under feverc penalties, to prefume upon 
any p^t ojp^heir fun^lion till they had performed that 
ceremony and, fccondly, to wafh the entrails and legs 
of the vi£liftb ^ Some Jews fancy that there was an- 
other refervoir of Winter for the lafl ufe ; as we find it 
ordered in SolbmoJt’$icmplej where the brazen fea was 
for the foie wafting -of the priefts, whiMl there were 
ten other hvers befidca for the cleanfing of the vic- 
tims If this was' not the t^fe here, we mufl fuppofe, 
that they only took tb^ water Out of the laver into Tome 
other vcficls, to wafltHhofc entrails in ; for it was not 
even lawful for a priell to wafh his hands and feet in 
the fame water. For this reafon they fuppofe that the 
laver a quantity of cocl^i, at Which the water was 
fet to/ run upon ^thoir feet firft, and then upon their 
han(^, and Was : rdpeived into a bafoii underneath 
fountain wi#jfeo be kept continually repkni^i'ed with 
witter HX). 

To 


•* *fixodi XXX. & feqq. * u. 

in 1#^: . ft^Cbron. iv. 6. 

teus ua, in an- 

Ottfref that this brafs 

laver, ana its foot, were made 
of the lookfog^gUiTes of the 
Women, that came in crowds 
to the door of the tabernacle ; 
an C-vprcllion which has given 
ground forvariousfpeculations; 
and fomc interpreters have 


vit. axil, ft, ik feqq, X Kiincii. 

MiAm. ap. 

even ventured to turn - 
brafs, there mentioned, J i u to 
fleel, as if thofe ancient mi' - 
rors had been made of no other 
metal. For our part, wc i.ike 
it for granted, that they were 
made of other metals alfo, fueh 
as brafs, tin, lilver, and the 
likCi and fome of biafs, nuxed 
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To thefe particulars we might add a multitude of other 
furniture fubfervient to other ufes, fuch as kettles, pans, 
frying-pans, ovens, fliovels, tongs, pickaxes, hatchets, 
cleavers, knives, forks, tables, tubs, trays, and difhes ; all 
of which are either made of brafs, or of wood covered 
with it; but it is fufficient to have named the molt con- 
liderable. The charge of all thefe was committed, the 
molt facred articles to the priefts, and the reft to the Le- 
vites, whofe bufiiiefs it was to pack and cover them with 
proper cloths and {kins made for that purpofe, M'^henever 
they removed from one place to another. 

Thefe are the principal laws relating to the worfliip of 
God, or, as they are called, of the firll table ; but before 
we proceed to thofe of the fecond, it will be necelTary to 
fay fomething of thofe which»relatcd to the profelytes (Y). 

There 

with tin or filver: the lad of a traveller, or fojourner\ and 
which, Pliny tells us, were neker, a ftrangcr, or alien, 
the mod efleemed ; but we are However, we may make a 
apt to think, that there is an three-fold didinil^ion of them ; 
error crept into the text, or an namely, of fuch as coniiinied 
exchange of one letter for an- {till in their idolatry, and the 
other like it ; and that itlhould religion of their fathers ; fuch 
be rendered, he made the laver as had renounced it to wiirlhlp 
and its foot of a brafs like the the only true God, but re- 
looking-glalTes of the women mained dill uncircumcifcd, or 
that crouded about the door of tfound themfelves, as the Jews 
the tabernacle ; by which is pretend, only to the obferva- 
ineant, that he made them lion of the Noachld law; and 
either of the fame metal, or ladly, thofe who by clrcum- 
thac he gave them the fame ciiion were bound to obferve 
degree of bri^hinefs orfmooth- the ^law o{ Mofes, and were 
nefs. And, if what an ancient entitled to the fame privileges 
father tells us, be true, of the with the Ifraelites. It is true, 
Egyptian jyomen, that they they were not to fufferanyof the 
ufed to go into the teinple with firil fort to live among them ; 
a looking-glafs in one hand and but it is plain hy the fequel 
a timbrel in the other, it will that they became extremely 
dill give us a greater light into remlfs and negligent in this 
the meaning of the Hebrew refpeifl, and were often re- 
women wearing fuch an orna- proved for it by the prophets, 
ment when they came to the The fecond fort were called 
tabernacle (4), gare hafliabar, ftrangtrs af the 

(Y) The text didinguifties gate, from the expreihon often 
them oply by the Woros ger, ufed in the Pentateuch, “ the 

(4) YideExod. xxxviii, S. Tremcl. in loc. Cyril. Alcxand.de 
Adorat. in Spirit, lib. ii. ap> Calm, fub voc, Miroir. 
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There was an exprefs command of God, that, if atry 
ilrnnger was de/irous to be admitted to eat of the Paif 
over, be was hrft to be circumcifed then be was to be 
admitted, not only to the grand folemnity, but to alJ the 
other religious privileges, in common with the Ifraclites ^ 
Of this number was a great part of the mixed multitude, 
which came with them out of Egypt, and of the conquered 
inhabitants of Canaan. And indeed the condition of 
thofc who became circumcifed was fo much preferable to 
that of thofe who continued in their old religion, that the 
number of the former encrcafcd very much ; and this en- 
creafe is fuppofed to have put the felfifli Jews upon the 
diflinftion between profelytes of the gate, and profelytes 
of righteoufuefs j the former of which continuing uncir- 
cifed, and being bound toiobferve only the precepts of 
Noah, were kept in a Hate not many degrees better than 
ilavery. We find no Icfs than a hundred and fifty-three 
thoufand and upwards of this kind in Solomon’s time, who 
were all employed in the moft fervile and laborious w orks 
liut becaufe this wmuld have proved a moft effccftual way 
to have made them embrace the Jewifh religion, in hopes 
of bettering their condition, the Jews tell us that they 
admitted few, if any, efpecially in the happy reigns of 
David and Solomon, left they fhould be induced to con- 
form only from w-orhlly ends (Z). 

Mofes made likewife fj^me difference betw'een nation 
and nation, with rcfpc£f to their admiflion into w^hat he 
terms the congregation of the Lord. The Edomites were 
received after the fecond generation, becaufe they were 

bExod. xii. 48, Numb. ix. Id. c z Cliron. ii. 17, 1 S. 

(» Maimon. Vide Scld, de Synedr. Buxtorf. Synagi;g. 6c alili. 

ftrangcr that is within thy rcafon they add, tluit they wei c 
gates,” But when any of rcfiifed three times ; but if 
cither fort became circuin- they perfi fled in their defire of 
cifed, they were then diftin- being admitted, thev were 
guiflicd by the name of gare then to be circumeiVed be- 
habereth, grangers or profelytes fore two or three fuificieiit wit- 
and gare zedek, neffes ; to be baptized, in 
projefytes of righteoufne/s. order to wafh away the filth of 

(Z) The Talmud compares heathciiifm ; and lallly, to offer 
thofe profelytes to the ruft in up the ufual facrifices for fin, 
iron, or ulcers in the body; &c. after which they were re- 
and adds, that too much cau- ceived as fervants of the God 
tion could not be taken in the of Ifrael. 
admlillou of them. For thia 
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brethren ; and fo were the Egyptians, becaufe Ifmcl had 
been a /tranger in Egypt. The Moabites and i^mmo- 
nitcs, on the conti-ary, were not to be admitted till after 
the tenth generation, as fome underftand the text, or, ac- 
cording to the letter of the original, not even after the 
tenth generation ; becaufe, inlicad of receiving the 
Ifraelitcs vidth hofpitality, they hired Balaam to curfe. 
them (A). Baftards, and all illegitimate ilTue, were under 
the fame exclufion (B). The Amalekites, as well;' as 

eunuchs 


f A) The Jews obferve, that 
Mofcs expreffes himfelf only 
in The mafeuline, Ainmoni, 
and Moabi, a man Ammonite^ or 
MoahitCy to intimate, that he did 
not mean to exclude a woman 
from being admitted upon fome 
extraordinary account. For 
Ruth, though a a Moabltefs, 
was, for her extraordinary 
piety, married to Boaz, the 
great grandfather ol David* 
hut this is not the only inftance 
ot their admitting perfons ex- 
prefbly excluded by that law- 
giver. 

(B) The original word is 
mamzer, by which the Jews 
generally underhand, not only 
all kindoi incehuousand adul- 
terous illue, but likewife chil- 
dren begot in fornication ; and 
even in wedlock, when cither 
of the parents were Canaanites, 
or ol any idolatrous nation, 
and unconverted. The b'ep- 
tLiagint, Vulgate, and the ca- 
noiiifts, take it to fignify only 
the Ton of a proftitute. The 
truth is, the right meaning of 
it cannot be fixed, becaufe it is 
uleil only in this place, and in 
Zecharluh ; but in neither is 
explained by the context. 
What has Induced the Jews to 
underfland it of inceftuous, and 
other unlawful iiTuc, is that 
the marazer is mentioned juft 
before, and put upon the fame 


foot with the Ammonites and 
Moabites, who were born in 
inceft ; but if that were the 
lafe, how came the two funs 
of Judah, Fharez and Zarah, 
whom he had by his daughter- 
in-law Tamar, not to be re- 
puted fpLirious ? If it be faid 
he knew her not, yet U: is plain 
ftie knew him ; and the Jews 
pretend, that either in inceft or 
adultery, though neither party 
be confeious, as when a wo- 
man, believing her hufband 
long fince dead, marries an- 
other, or vice verfa ; yet the 
iflTue of fuch marriage is mam- 
zer, or fpuriqus ; fo that ac- 
cording to this canon, thofe 
two, and their pofteriiy, ought 
to have been excluded. Again, 
as to the children of whore- 
dom, it is plain they have not 
always been rejefted, fince 
Jephtha, who was both judge 
and general in Ifracl, was the 
f;n of a concubine. We muft 
therefore fuppofe, cither that 
thefe were particular cafes ex- 
cepted, or, which is moft pro- 
bable, that mamzer (igniiied 
fomeihing different from either 
of thefe ; perhaps the children 
begot by a Hebrew upon a 
Canaanitifti or any idolatrous 
woman, in order to deter them 
from fuch unlawful mix- 
tures, by the confideration, 
that the iflue of them mull be 
M 1 excluded 
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eunuchs of all kinds, were totally excluded ; the former, 
becaufe they were under the divine anathema ; and the 
latter, bccaufe their condition Was accounted a legal de. 

ua^ic). 

Laws of tie Second Table, concerning the yewijb Government, 
and the Cujioms relating to it. 

The patriarchal government becoming impradficabJe, 
by reafon of its being branched into fo many families } 


“Exod.xvii. 14. & feq. 

excluded from all the privileges 
of the Ifraelitifli common^ 
wealth, both civil and reli- 
gious ; but whatever it meant 
at firft, the Jewifli canonills, 
according to their ufual rigour, 
have extended it, not only to 
all illegitimate ilTue, but even 
to that whofe legitimacy is any 
ways doubtful f 1 ). 

(C) What is meant by not 
entering into the congregation 
of the Lord,” is not precifely 
known ; fomc underftand ^by 
it, their being denied admit- 
t:\nce into the IQraclitifh com- 
monwealth by circumcilion ; 
and others, their being only 
excluded from places of au- 
thority. This laft opinion is 
the moft probable, and nioft 
received among Chriftian in- 
terpreters. The Jews, how- 
ever, underiland it of contraft- 
ing affinities and intermarriages 
with the ll'raelitini women ; 
for it was a received maxim 
among them, that the children 
follovyed the quality of the 
mother. Every profelyle of 
Tighteoufnefs was obliged to 
^ircumcife all the males, and 


Vide Levit. xxi. 20. 

baptize all the females, in his 
family, under the age of thiri. 
teen j but thofe who were 
above that age might chufe 
whether they would fubmit to 
it, or remain in their own re- 
ligion. On the other hand, 
thofe under thirteen could not 
be admitted to profelytifin, 
without the confent, either of 
their parents, nr, in cafe of 
their lefufal, that of two or 
three judges. In this cafe 
their admiffion was looked u])on 
a new birth, and their pa- 
rents were no longer efteemed 
as fuuh ; infomuch, that they 
believed thefe kind of new enn- 
veris received new fouls alter 
baptifm. We find feveral 
other regulations concerning 
the prerogatives of thcle pro- 
felytes in the T^^lrnud, and 
other Jewilh writings, which 
we fiiall not dwell upon ; but 
(hall only take notice, that 
their admiffion did fo totally 
cancel all former ties either ol 
blood or alliance, that even 
parents and th^ir children 
might intermarry without com- 
mitting inceft (2), 


(1) 8eld, ubi fapra, Sp de Jur. Nat. 6c Gent. lib. v. cap. 
16. 6 c Lib. dc SucccIT. Bon. lib. ii. Sc alih. paffi Munll. ubi 
fiipra, & AI. Tt, Pi sec. Neg, 117. (1) Vide Seld. ubi fupra, & de 

]. 1 ^. ^ G. & Jac. AUing. Difput. de Profelyt, Leo de Moden. 
pfllt y. (^ap. j. Calm, fob Yoc‘ Pfofelyte, & al, 

iinft 
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and the precepts of Noah, or rather the laws of nature, 
being, perhaps, partly forgot, and partly corrupted, dur- 
ing the Egyptian thraldom God was pleafed to declare, 
that himfelf would l>e their king, and appoint proper 
vicegerents, from time to time, under whom the heads 
of families fliouJcl govcrJi, and admini/ler juftice, in ex- 
a^l conformity to his Jaws. Mofes was declared the hr/t 
vicegerent ; and ^^gavc a law, or rather a body of Jaws, 
and an ^inheritance, unto the congregation of Jacob, and 
was king in, or over, JeJhurun, that is, over IfraeJ (D), 
when the heads of the people, and the tribes were ga- 
thered together that is, as we underlland the original, 
when the divided power of the heads of tribes and ianii.r 
lies centered in one head. To him fiicceedcd Jolhua, 
the judges, and laftly the kinf^s ; but ftill by God’s ap- 
pointment. 

With refpeiT to the latter, we find nothing in the 
whole body of the Mofaic laws, to enforce an obedience 
to them, except the command, “ Honour thy father and 
thy mother j” which alluded mofl likely to the patriarchal 
government ; and a direfl prohibition agaiiift curfing the 
lulers of the people ; whereas there are feveral very ex- 
prefs laws to rcftraiii the kings from ahufing their power, 
and opprefiing their fubje<ffs. Of this nature are ihofe 
that exclude all ftrangers from being raifed to that dignity; 
that forbad a king of Ifrael to multiply horfes, wives (E), 
nr liches, and to marry ftrange women ; that oblige him 
to write a copy of God’s law, to read and meditate upon, 
and to govern himfelf by it, without deviating from it to 
the right or left ; that enjoin him to make choice of per- 
fons of wifdom and integrity to be judges over the people ; 
fo that they had no other enforcement for the people’s 
obedience and loyalty, than their free promife and oath of 
allegiance ^ whillt they themfelves were tied to their jiifh 
and equitable government, not only by their oath, but 

(D) The word felhunni is inoic than David had, who is 

derived from JaJhar^ to be recorded to have had but lix- 
rightcoui\ which name is given teen ; and by multiplying 
them, not fo much for chclr horfes, they underftand, hav- 
righteoufners, as for that of ing more than ferved him, and 
their progenitors, Abraham, hia retinue; but we (hall flic w, 
Ifaac, and Jacob. that if there was any fuch oral 

(E) What the Jew's under- law, Solomon made very liglu 
fiand by multiplying wives, is, of it in cither cafe, even from 
that he (hall not have above the very firfl year of hia 
eighteen at a time, that is, two reign. 
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by the moft flrift and fevere injundlions and menaces 
from the Divine Being. 

Nevcrthelefs they looked upon themfelves as accountable 
to God only ; it is plain from their hiftory, that they 
made no fcruple of tranfgrefling the law in numbcrlefs 
inflances *, and their power was fo great, that none dared 
to controul them, or even reprove them, except fuch 
prophets as were commiflioned by God for fo doing. 
Their being anointed, at leaft in the beginning (F), by 
fome celebrated prophets and appointed fovereigns of a 
nation, which the Scripture ftyles a royal piiefthood, 
gave them a full power, not only in matters purely civil 
and military, but in ecclefiaftical affairs alfo(G). What 


(F) TheTalmiidifis tell us, 
that the immediate heir of a 
king, who had been anointed, 
was himfelf proclaimed king, 
^irhout unftion, efpecially in 
the family of David ; and that 
the ceremony was only ufed, 
when a younger fon was pre- 
ferred to the cldefl, as in the 
cafe of Solomon. One thing 
is certain, that the cullom of 
confecraiing any thing to G*jd, 
by this protnfion of oil, is very 
ancient, as appears from the 
jnflance of Jacob’s anointing 
the pillar oir Beth-el, How 
much earlier it began, and 
bow introduced, is impnflible 
to guefs ; but it Is plain, that 
it continued in ufc, during the 
whole Mofalc difpenfation, in 
the dedication both of men and 
things to the immediate fer- 
vice of God. Of the fiiftklnd 
were the kings, prielfs, and 
prophets j and of the fecond, 
till the facred utenhl# of the ta^ 
bcrnacle ( i }. 

(G) This is indeed denied 
by many divines, who think, 
that they never exercifed any 

(i) Vide Gen. Xjrviji. ^ feq. 
Mciakim, cap, 2, (3} i 


profound 

authority in ?he latter, as 
kings of Ifrael, but as pro* 
phets, and infplred perfons, 
fuch as were David and Solo- 
mon, But the contrary plainly 
appears from the reform ations 
and regulations, which Heze- 
klah, Jeholhaphat, Jofiah, and 
others made, who were nei- 
ther prophets nor infpired per- 
fons. We have already taken 
notice, that they had power to 
confult the oracle of urlm ; 
and, indeed, they w^ere com- 
manded fo to do upon all emeri» 
gcncies, as well as the grand 
council, or fanhedrim, over 
which they prclided, when- 
ever they pleafed to affnl: at it 
(2). David, after he had been 
anointed king, e\*en in Saul’s 
time, confulted the divine 
oracle concerning the fuccefs of 

his undertaking ( D- They had 
likcwllc the abfolutc power of 
life and deafh; and though, ac- 
cording to the law of Slofcs, 
no man was to be put to death, 
till he had b^en convifled be- 
fore proper judges, and upon 
the evidence of at leaft tw'O or 

(a) Vide Maimon. Halak. 

. XXX. 7, p. 


three 
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profound refpc£^ was paid to the regal dignity, appears 
both from the fubmifTive language with which the kings 
were addrefled p, and the humble manner of approaching 
them ; infomuch that even queens and prophets proi- 
trated themfelves with their faces to the ground before 
them, as Nathan and Bathlheba did to Davjd 

Laws and Cujioms relating to Judgti and Courts of Judi^ 
cature. 

We need not fpeak here of ihofe judges, emphatically 
fo called, who governed Ifrael from Jofliua to Saul ; 
thefe, as we are taught, were appointed, from time 
tn time, by God himfelf, entirely governed by his 
Ln^'S, uiul in doubtful rafes hv his Spirit : they had the 
fupreme authority during life’ and differed in nothing 
fiom kings, but in title, pomp, and grandeur. They 
could make peace and war, fummoii the tribes to arms, 
and confult God by urim and thummiin. The people re- 
paired to them for judgment, and they took yearly cir- 
cuits through the land, to adminiftcr juftice ; but whe- 
ther this circuit was undertaken to afford opportunity of 
appeal from the judgment of inferior courts, as the der- 
nier refort, or in order to decide doubtful cafes, is not 
eafy to determine. 

But, befidcs thefe, Mofes, and after him, thofe who 
dlre 61 ;ed the Ifraelitifli commonwealth, were commanded 
to appoint a number of judges and magiflrates in all cities, 
to adminiftcr juftiee , to the people ill every tribe. We 
find feveral denunciations againfl thofe, who fliould fuffer 
themfelves to be bribed to aft contrary to the ftrift laws 
of juftiee ; but as they were appointed by the kings, their 


P 1 Sam. XXV. 23, &c fcqq. & ver. 40, & feqq. s Sam. xiv. 
pair xxiv. alib. <1 1 Kings, i. 16, 23. 


•three wltneffes ; yet we meet 
with frequent in fiances of per- 
fons put to death by the foie 
will of the prince. The cafe 
may be prclumed to have been 
the fame with refpeifl to pfo- 

by the inllances of Me- 
phlbofhcth, and his fervant Zi- 
ba(4), andothersof the like na- 
ture, From that of Naboth (5), 

(4} sSaui, Jtix.iy, 


WT may like\vlfe conclude, that 
ill fome cafes, the eftates of 
perfuns condemned devolved 
to the king ; but from the 
laws lately mentioned againft 
oppreffing the fubjefts, it ap- 
pears rather to have been a ty- 
rannical ufurpacion, than any 
eflablilhcd prerogative, 

(3) I Kings, xxi. paHIin. 

virtue 


Courts of 
j Util Cat art » 
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virtue rofc or fell, according to the charadlcr of the fo. 
vereign. 

Thcfc courts were held at the gates of the cities; bul 
how they were kept, or how many judges belonged tc 
each, whether power was equal, or lonie were fubordi- 
nate to others, cannot be learned from Scripture. Jiip/o, 
cefs of time, they became fo corrupted, that the prophets 
were often obliged to exclaim againft them. One of them 
having been fent to Jeholhaphat, to denounce God's 
heavy judgment againft Ifrael for thofe abufes, that good 
king immediately fet about making a thorough reforma- 
tion, appointing new judges in every walled city, fome 
of whom were of the tribe of Levi, and charging them, 
in the moft prefling terms, to be more watchful and up- 
right than their predcceflc/iS. He likewife appointed two 
tribunals for the city of Jerufalem ; one, confifting chiefly 
of priefts and Levites, for matters of religion ; and the 
other, which was moftly made up of the heads of families, 
for matters of ftate. In this condition they are fuppofed 
to have continued till the captivity, abating that, as the 
princes became more and more wicked, fo did the judges 
under them, till God was provoked to drive them out of 
the land (H). Thofe tribunals took cognizance of all 

civil 

(H) Befides the grand cffun- than fcourglng. Thatoftwen- 
cil of fevenry, to which, the ty-three was allowed to judge 
Jews pretend, all other tribu- of all capital caiifes, and to 
nals, throughout the land, were condemn criminals to death: 
fubordinare ; the Talmudifts if there a role any difference in 
tell us, there were two other their judgment, the enufe was 
courts, one conlilling ot three, carried by the majority ; for 
and the other of three and which reafon they fay, their 
twenty judges ; and thefe were number was to be odd ; but in 
conftituted in every city and cafesotmomenr^andofadu- 
town that had one hundred and bious nature, the high-pried 
twenty Inhabitants, according was to be confulted. Ifaman 
to lorne, or lo many families, was condemned to death, he 
according to others. The iirll of was immediately led toexecu- 
thele com ts was only chofen pro tion ; a crier walked before 
re n a ta one arbiter by each par- him, proclaiming the crime 
ty, and the third by the other he was to die for; to the end 
two : their cognizance extend- that, if any perfon knew any 
cd no farther than to fmall thing towards his exculpation, 

matters, fuch as feryants wages, he might be brought back to 

rclbtution, and the judges, and have a fccond, 

- ’ neither could they and, if occafion offered, a third 

mtiitt a heavier punifliment hearing. The fame indul- 
gence 
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civil and criminal cafes, even where the offence was of a 
religious nature ; fuch as idolatry, blafphcmy, witchcraft, 
and facrilege ; for which reafon the priefts and Levites 

were 


geiicc was allowed him, if he 
'complained of being iinjuftly 
condemned, whilft he went to 
the place of execution j in 
which cafe, he was to chufc 
two wife men to plead for him, 
and, if poflible, to obtain a re- 
verfion of the fentence ; but 
if in neither cafe he could 
prove himfelf innocent, he was 
then to be forthwith executed 
by the witnefTes ,■ for it is here 
to be obferved, that, if the 
crime was fuch as deferved 
hanging, the criminal was firft 
to be doned to death, and then 
hanged. But, before execu- 
tion, he was to be exhorted to 
confefs hifi crime, and to pray 
that his death might atone 
both for it and all his other 
fins; then, they gave him a 
dofe of wine mixed with 
myrrh, or frankincenfe, to 
ilupify him ; after which he 
was put to death. Jf he was 
to be hanged after it, as in 
cafes of idolatry and blafphe- 
my, they flayed till about an 
hour before fun-fet, then tied 
his hands bfhind him, and 
hoifling him up, let him hang 
till juft before fun-fet, at which 
time he was taken down, and 
both the halter, and the gal- 
lows, or tree, were buried 
with him. They except, how- 
ever, Dut of the cognizance of 
thefe courts of twenty-three, 
all cafes, whether criminal or 
civil, which related to the high- 
prieft, to a whole tribe, and to 
falfe prophets, which, they 
pretend, were only to be med 
by the gnmd council. The 


twenty-three judges fat in the 
form of a half-moon ; in the 
centre of it was the prefident, 
whom they call nalli, or 
prince ; having the ab beth din, 
or father of the fenate, at his 
right-hand ; the reft fat on 
each fide, according to their 
feniority, or merit. At each 
en^ was a clerk, or fecretaiy, 
who took the depofitions in 
writing : fome add a third, 
whofe office wa&> to gather the 
votes of the court ; at the feet 
of the judges fat their difciples 
in three rows or forms, whofe 
bufinefs was, to obferve every 
thing that was faid or done ; 
and thefe were chofen to fuc- 
ceed thofe on the bench, either 
at their death, or when they 
became unqualified by old age, 
or any other impediment. 
The accufed perfon was placed 
upon an eminent place in the 
court, that he might be eafily 
feen.by all ; and the witneftes 
flood fronting him ; thefe were 
to be diligently examined, and 
their charafter enquired into ; 
and if any flaw was found in 
it, they were fee alide ; but if 
any was found to give falfe evi- 
dence, the talion law was his 
portion ; that is, he was con- 
demned to the fame punilh- 
ment as his evidence would 
have brought upon the inno- 
cent. The fotorim, that is, 
the officers or executioners, 
were alfo to attend the court 
conilantly, with rods and 
leathern fcourges in their 
hands, to execute the fentence 
of the judges i the accufed 
perfon 
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were appointed to alTift, if not to prefide in them. The 
next in authority to the magidrates were natural parents ; 
to be honoured and obeyed in a mod particular man- 
ner ^ St. Paul obferve.s, that this is the lirft com- 
mand with promifej and the punifhment of difobedient 
and wicked children was no Jefs fevere. It was death for 
any perfon to curfe or ftrike his parents, or even to con- 
tinue in a ftubborn difobcdience to their commands. In 
this laft cafe they had power to infli£I any punifhment 
but death upon them j and if that proved Jneffedlual, they 
might then bring and accufe them before the judges, 
who, upon full proof, were obliged to condemn them to 
death, without mercy or delay. And now we are upon 
the fubje£I of punifhmenj;s, it will not be improper to 
conclude this article with an account of thofe which were 
either appointed by the Mofaic law, or inflifted at the 
arbitrary will of the prince. 

Of the firft kind were fines, by way of compenfation 
for wrongs, theft, and fraud. Selling for flaves thofe 
who were not able to pay their debts, or make fatisfaftion 
for any injury committed. The talion law, “ eye for eye, 
tooth for tooth, ftripe for flripe,'' and flagellation, but the 
number of ftripes was not to exceed forty. The capital 
punifliments were of four kinds; floning, burning, be- 
heading, and flranglin^. Stoning was the moft ufual; 
and when the law condemned a perfon to death, without 
naming the fpecies, this was always underftood to be 
meant. The crimes punifhed by ihis kind of death were 
inceft, fodomy, beftiality, ravifhing a betrothed virgin, 
or even her defilement, though by confent ; blafpheming, 
fabbath-breaking, witchcraft, idolatry, enticing others co 


^Exod.xx. IX. Deut, V. iC. & alib. 


perfon was llkewife allowed a 
counfellor ro plead for him, 
who was called ba hal rib, the 
majler of the proerf ; and he 
flood on the right hand. After 
a full hearing, the votes were 
gathered and examined; and, 
according to them, the per- 
fon was either abfolved, or 
condemned, in words to this 
purpofe; “ Thou, Simeon, 


art innocent;” Thou, Ju- 
dah, art guilty : ” if the latter, 
and his crime was capital, he 
was immediately put Mito the 
executioner’s hands, and led ‘ 
to execution ; but if the crime 
was fuch as only deferved 
fcourging, it was forthwith 
performed before the whole 
court (3). 


(3) Vide de his Miflin. Trad. Sanhedr cap. v. Maim. M. Kotz. 

^ al, 

idolatry, 
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iilolatryi rebellion againft parents, and offering one’s feed 
to Moloch. Forfome of thefe laft the criminal was like- 
wife hanged, after he had been ftoned to death. With 
refpedf to the place and manner of execution, the malefac- 
tor was carried out of the city^, and after he had confeffed 
his faults, the witneffes came and laid their hands upon 
his head, faying aloud, “ Thy blood be upon thee,” and 
threw the fifft ftone ; then the reft of the fpeffators 
helped to execute the fentenceB. This pradfice, however, 
muft be underftood of regular cafes, for there were others 
of an irregular nature. A blafphemer, idolater, adul- 
terer, Was ftoned upon the fpot without further trial. But 
thefe ought rather to be looked uppn as the effedls of 
licentious fanaticifm, though encouraged under the fpe- 
cious title of Judgment of Zeal, ‘•founded upon the aftion 
ofPhinehas^, of which wc fliall fpjcak in the fequel ‘of 
this hirtory. Burning was a piiriiniment iifed before 
Mofes, as appears by Judah’s condemning his daughter-in- 
law to the flames. The Mofaic law adjudged the daugh- 
ters of priefts to be burned for iiicontinency * ; and Achan 
was condemned to be ftoned and burnt for facrilcgc 
Thefe arc the only two inftancesin which that punifhment 
is mentioned. Tlie Jews tell us, alfo, of fome other 
crimes which were punifhed Muth it, particularly fome 
kinds of inceft *. They add, that it was two-fold ; namely, 
burning with fire, and with melted 4ead poured down the 
criminal’s throat 

Beheading, according to the Jewifh do£lors, was only 
Jnflicled on murderers and idolaters j but we find nothing 
like it pra£lifed before the captivity, in a judicial way (I). 

But 


E Deut. xvii. 7. h Numb, xxv, 6. & feq. * Levit. xxi. 9. 

^ Jofli. vii. aS. t Mof. Kotz. in Tra£t. Sanbedr. cap. i. 


(1) The text makes no ex- 
plicit mention of llrangling ; 
Init the Talmudifls reckon lix 
fnits of criminals that were 
^ndemned to it ; namely, 
'hofe that flruck their parents ; 
^en-ftealcrs ; the priefts that 
^^etufed to conform to the de- 
termination of the court ; falfe 
prophets, or thofc who pro- 
phefied in the name of talfe 
gods ; he that defiled another 
bed ; and he that had 


criminal converfation with a 
prieft's daughter. The crimi- 
nal being immerfed in dung to 
the knees, two executioners 
tied a napkin about his neck, 
and twifted it till he was quite 
fuffbeated. All kinds of cri- 
minals were buried apart by 
thcmfelves, and on the fame 
day, together with the inftru- 
menta of their death, whatever 
they were, to blot out as mucb 
as poilible, the remeinbrajicc 
of 
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Extommu- But the mod dreadful of all punifbmentsy though not 
^cation, capital, was excommunication, efpecially that which 
they call fhematta(K), anfwering to the Syrian maran- 
atta, ufed by St. Paul which fignifics, in both tongucsj 
the Lord comes, is at hand Enoch, the feventh from 
Adam, is fuppofed the author of it, becaufe St. Jude 
quotes that faying of his, Behold, the Lord cometh 
with ten thoufand of his faints to execute judgment (L)”* 

Laws 

» 1 Cor.xvi. 21, bVer, 14 

ofit. Crucifixion was not a niddui, cherera, and fhematta, 
Jewifh, but a Roman punifh- were ufed indifferently. The 
ment(i). laft, however, according to 

(K) The Jews reckon three them, was this fhematta, pro- 
kinds, or rather degrees, o^cx- claimed by the found of four 
communication. The firft they hundred trumpets, as pradlifed 
called niddui, from ?iadah, to at the curling of Meroz by 
feparatCy or put from one; fo Deborah. A perfon fo ex- 
that this word was indifferently communicated was never rc- 
ufed to exprefs tliofe that were ceived again into the congre- 
feparated for any uncleannefs, gation; and fome pretend, 
or crime that came within this that it was even lawful to put 
degree of excommunication, him to death. For this rcafon 
The time of its lafting was they derive the word from 
limited to thirty days j and yet Jham, there ^ mattah, death, 
the delinquent could either In our opinion it is derived 
Ihorteii it, by doing penance, from two Hebrew words ligni- 
or lengthen it by flubbornnefs, fying the name, and at hand; 
even to the end of his life. In and this anfwcrs to the Syriac 
this laft cafe his children could mara?i-atta, which bears the 
notbe circumcifed j and, if he fame fenfe. As for the crimes to 
died impenitent, the judge or- which thefe excommunications 
dered a ftone to be thrown into were annexed, and the manner 
' his coffin or bier, to Ihew that he of pronouncing them, or of 
deferved to have been ftoned. abfolving thofc that had iti- 
Tfie fecond degree they call- curred them,, the reader may 
cd cherein anathema ; and confult Sclden and Buxtorf, or 
this, they pretend, was more the learned Hottinger. (2). 
fevere than the niddui, be- (L) The Jews fetch the 
caufe it excluded the perfon origin of it both from thole 
from the fynagogUe, and from frequent expreffions in the ]M«' 
all civil commerce, which the faic writings, That Saul 
other did not. But Sdden lliall be cut off from Ifrael ; ’ 
has proved, that there were and “ thou (halt put away evil 
really but two kinds of cxcom- frorti the midft or thee:’' ai^-l 
munication, the lefler and the more particularly from th^' 
greater; and that the terms words in Deborah’s fongi 

* (0 Vide Traft. Sanhedr, ubi fupra, (1) Diff, Hift. Theob dc 

Pcenitent. p, 49, & feq. . 

Cui'fc 
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Laws againft Murder, 

Mofes tells us, that, from the time of the flood, mur- 
der could not be expiated but by the death of the mur- 
derer % whatever might be the punifhment of it before 
that time. God not only forbad this crime in the Deca- 
logue ^ but appointed avengers topunilh the guilty perfon 
wherever he fliould be found : he permitted him to be 
torn from the molt venerable fand;uaries to condign pu- 
nilhment ; and cxprefsly forbad both the avenger and 
judges to make any enmpofition " (M). As foon as the 
judges, who lived near the place wliere a man was found 
murdered, were informed of the fadl, th€y were to ex- 
amine what town was neareft to it, and to fummon the 
elders of that city, who were riiereupon obliged to bring 
an heifer, that had never been yoked, and to drive her 
into a rough uncultivated valley, and there ftrike her head 
ofl ; thefe, and the priefls, were then to wafli their hands 
over her, and to profefs that their hands had not (bed 
this blood, neither their eyes feen it done ; after which 
ceremony, they were to pray to God not to lay it to their 
charge f(N). 

Laws 


Gen. IX. 6. Exod. xx. 13. xxi. ix. Deut. v, 17. Levit, 

xxiv. 17, &al. ^ Numb, XXXV. XI, lx, f Deutei on. xxi. i. 


CurfeyeMeroz, faid the angel 
oftheLord} curfe ye bitterly the 
inhabitants of it.” But with- 
out enquiring into the validity 
of thefe fubtle etymologies, 
we find a more exprefs form of 
it in Ezra and Nehemiah, who 
excommunicated all chofe who 
refufed to repudiate their 
flrange wives, and exacted an 
oath trom the people, to avoid 
all affinity and commerce with 
them. 

(M) The only cafes, there- 
fore, in which one man might 
lawfully kill another, were, 
I. When the avenger of blood 
found a man-flayer out of his 
place of refuge. 2. In a man’s 
own defence. 3. In defence 
of a brother Ifraeliie. And, 


laftly, an infant might llke- 
wife be deflroyed to preferve 
thelife of the mother. To tbefc 
the Jews add, that which they 
call the Right of Zeal, by 
which it was lawful for any 
number of men to fall upon 
a perfon who was caught in 
any abominable faff, fuch as 
blafpheming, or offering his 
feed to Moloch, and to kill 
him upon ihe fpot. Thus the 
Levites went out, and killed 
three thoufand of the worfliip- 
pers of the golden calf ; and 
Phinehas puniHied an abomin- 
able whoredom with death. 
Thus was the life of the indi- 
vidual left at the mercy of an 
ignorant and frantic multitude. 

(N) Wherever we find fc- 
vcrc 
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Lawl againf Adultery^ and all other unlawful Commerce of 
Sexes. 1 he trial of Adultery f or Waters f feahujy\ con*- 
terning Marriage and Levirate, 

Againjl Intleft, rape, fodomy, and beftiality are forbid by other 
aditlifry, Exprefs laws, under pain of death, as well as adultery- 
As for fornication, thou[fh it was not made capital in 
fome cafes, yet it was forbid by fevcral laws ; the dif- 
ference was, that any woman, who ventured to marry in 
the character of a virgin, and proved otherwife, was to 
be (toned; whereas, if a man deflowered a virgin, he was 
to pay her father fifty (liekels of filvcr, and to marry her, 
without having it in his power to put her away in the 
fequel. Adultery was puij^ilhablc with death in both par- 
ties, whether they were both married, or only the woman; 
but we cannot affirm the punifliment of a married man 
to have been the fame, who committed adultery with an 
unmarried woman ; for, befides that the crime was not 
alike wdth rcfpefV to foclcty, it is plain, that Mofes was 
forced to indulge them in fome other particulars as unjuf- 
tihable as this fuch as polygamy and divorce, which are 
pftly condemned in the Gofpel. However, with refpeft 
to the wives, as there was a neceffity that they ffiould be 
kept under ftriiSter ties, to prevent ftrange mixtures in 
families; fo, in order to deter them from all unlawful 
liberties of that kind, as well as to prevent thofc that were 
innocent from being unjuftly fufpefted, and ill-treated 
by their jealous hufbands, recourfe was had to the 
Waters of Jealoufy, with the promife of a confant mi- 
racle, by which the guilty ffiould be puniffied in a very 
dreadful manner, and the innocent cleared with ap- 
plaufc. 

Waters of When a man had conceived a mlftrufl: of his wife’s con- 
jeakujjf. tinency, he was to bring an offering for heri' peculiar to 
this cafe ; namely, a cake made of barley-meal, without 
oil or incenfe, and to put it into the hands of the prieft ; 
at the fame time he brought his wife alfo, and declared 
what grounds he had for fufpcQing her ; the prieft then « 


▼ere lawi enai^ed agalnft par- ncceffar)', therefore, to cnaft 
ticular crimes, we may pre- fuch laws, for the purpofe of 
fume tbofe crimes prevailed to fociety, us might, in fome 
in uncommon degree. The mcafure, fupply their natural 
Kriclites were cruel j and it was want of humanity. 


took 



lo the 

look the accuM woman . before the Lord, either to the 
hbemacle or temple, uncovered her Head, and, put the 
offering into her hand, whilft he himfelf took feme holy 
water, impregnated with wormwood, or fomc fuch bitter 
herbs, into which he put fomc of the duft of the floor, or 
pavement, together with the words of the curfc, written 
at full length, importing, that if (he had been guilty of 
defiling her marriage-bed, thofe waters Ihould fwell and 
burfl; her belly, and rot her thigh ; but if flie was inno- 
cent, they fliould have no power to hurt her. Thefe words 
he firft read to her aloud, and, if flic perfifted to go 
on with the trial, flie anfwered Amen. He was then to 
blot out the words of the curfein the bitter water, for they 
were written with a kind of ink which could cafily be 
waflied away i then he gavc*her the water to drink, 
whilft he took the offering, or cake of jealoufy, out of her 
hand, and waved it to the Lord, and burnt part of it 
upon the altar j if flic was guilty, it was fuppofed that 
the water would burft her belly, and rot her thigh, 
and that flie would, immediatdy expire. When no 
fuch effeds enfued, flie was declared innocent, and the 
hufband cheriflied her the more, for having given him 
fuch an eminent proof of her chaftity®(0). This 
ceremony might have been inftitutedonly in terrorem, and 
yet prove very effe£lual, both in keeping the wives within 
the tMDunds of conjugal fidelity, and the nufbands from too 
lightly fufpedling them of a breach of it \ efpccially when 
corroborated by another circumftance, which the Jews men- 
tion, that thefe waters could have no effedt upon the wife, 
how guilty foever, if rhe hufband had likewife been guilty 
of tranfgrcfling the laws of wedlock ^ Whether the Ifrael- 
ites had feen any fuch cuftom in Egypt, or in any other 
nation, which they thought it expedient to imitate in this 
particular, \ue will not affirm ; but it is plain, that almoft 
every country, on the face of the earth, has fince, had a 
kind of trial, or ordeal, not only for cafes of incondnency, 
but almoft for every crime. 

^ Mofes contented himfelf with reftraining the Ifraclites 
from marrying within certain degrees of confanguinity, 

« Numb. ▼. 14, & feq. r Seld. de Syoedr. Xc Uiter. Ikb» 

Buxcorf, Muiift. in Numb. v. Bafoag. Eep. Heb, lib. i. cap. ia« 

(O) This is all chat we fmd other circnmffatices relating to 
in tl^ Mbfaic law. The Tel- this ceremony, which we 
mudiffs have added feveral (bould be loth to warrant. 
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hzi, till then, been permitted, to prerenf tfielr 
tsikitjg wives from .among the idojsttrous nstiens, with 
whom the? lived* This was the reafon which Abraham 
gave for enuling a wife for Ifaac from his own kindred * : 
and his defeendents followed his example, till they be- 
came exceedingly multiplied. By the law of Mofes, the 
degrees of confanguinity within which no individual could 
marry, were thefe : a father or mother ; father, or mo- 
ther-in-law i the brother or filler of one’s father or mo- 
ther * a grandfon or grand-daughter *, an uncle or aunt ; 
a fon or daughter-in-Taw •, two brothers or fifters by the 
mother fide ; bccaufe the Jews looked upon this confan- 
guinity to be greater than the paternal degree, perhaps 
from a belief, that the njother contributed moll to the 
generation of the child ; a brother or filler-in-law ; the 
nulband or wife of an uncle or aunt ; the father and fon, 
or mother and daughter, cither together or one after 
the death of the other The breach of any of thefe in- 
llituiions was deemed inceftuous, and punifhed with 
death. As for the other laws relating to matrimony, they 
feem to be taken from the prafticc of the patriarchs (P). 

The fame remark may be made on the law called the 
Levirate, which obliged a man, whofe brother died with- 
out ifllle, to marry his widow, and to raife up feed to his 

f Gen. xxiv, 3,& feqi ^ Phil, de Spec. Leg. Clem. Alex. 
StTom. ii. ^ ^ Levit. xviii. 6, & feq. 


' (P) The Jews did not con- 

tent themfelves with the fmall 
allowance of two wives, as we 
may infer from the examples 
of David, and Solomon, and 
many others : hut it muH be 
obferved, that they made a 
diftin^Hon between the wives 
of the iifll rank, and thofe of 
the fecond. The firft they 
called nslhim; and the others 
pilgalhiro ; which laH, though 
moll verlions tender by the 
WOid eoHcuhineSy h^riotSj and 
frt^iiutes I ycl, in, none of 
ihofe places of Scriptunl, 
where that word occute, which 
are about thirty-fix^ is any 
fttch finiller fimfo implied. 


However, there is a two- fold 
difference between thefe, and 
wives of firll rank : firll, 
with refpeft to the manner of 
taking them ; namely, the 
latter with cheiufual ceremo- 
nies, and the former without ; 
and, fecondly, with refpe€l to 
their authority, and the ho- 
nour paid to them and their 
children. Maimonidcs telU us^' 
from the Talmud,, that a man 
might have as many wives as 
he could maintain, even to an 
hundred ; and that it was not 
in their power to hinder him, 
provided he had riches and 
tmngth fufficieuc for them all* 

brother i 



to the Capth^y. 

hrothct ; for this is nO more than what we £nd baJ he^n 
the pn^ice in Jiidah*a time. However, Mofes doth here 
leave it, in fome "meafure, to a man’d cWce, whether he 
will comply with the law, or not ; and, in cafe of a re- 
fufal, the widow could only fummon him before the 
judges of the place, where, if hcpCrfiftcd, fhe untied his 
Ihoe, and fpit in his face, and faid, " Thus (hall it be 
done unto the man, that refuff s to buHd up his brother’s 
houfe or family after which difgrace, he was branded 
with the appellative of “ the man wTiofe ihoe was unloof- 
ed." To this number we may alfo add aifothcr law, which 
obliged the huA)and to pay down a competent dowry for 
the wife, or, as the Jews termed it jn their contrails, to 
pay the price or equivalent of l^r virginity * ( (^). From 
thefe and fuch inftances, we may likewife conclude, what 
was their way of courtfhip, or rather of contra£l:ing and 
celebrating their marriages. The former was tranfafted 
by the parents and relations, on both fides ; and when 
the matter was agreed, the bridegroom was introduced to 
his bride ; prefents were exchanged on all fides j the con* 
traft was figned before witnefies j and, after confumma- 
tion, the bride tarried fome time with her relations ; ftc 
was afterwards fent to her hulband’s habitation, with 
Tinging and dances, to the found of feveral inftruments* 
It was cuflomary with the parent^ to contraft theft mar- 
riages, whilft their children were very young ; and this 
praftice was called efpoufing j after which both parlies 
continued with their parents till they were of ap to con- 
fummaie. As for the daughters, whether th^ were 
cfpoufed or not, they were kept very ftrift, and lecluded 

I Maiinon. in Ifboth. cap, ill. i. 


( Thfts Abraham fent 
his flewafd vidth couliderable 
riches to prefent his future 
daughter-in-law, and her rc- 
^ lations : Jac«b purchafed his 
two wives at the price of four- 
teen years fervitude ; and when 
Hamor came to aik hk dau^- 
ter for hiB ibn Sechetn, he bid 
hkn ralfe the price of her 
dowpr as high as he pleaded, 
David lifcewuc modcAly coa- 


feffing his inability to pay a 
dowry anfwerablc to Saul’s 
daughter, the king acquitted 
him for an hundr^ prepuces 
of the Philiftines ; and the pro- 
phet Hofea bought a wife for 
fifteen piece# of filver, and a 
fmail quantity of barley: fo 
that a man might be truly faid 
to have pufchaiedy at well as 
to many^a wife (i). 


(i) Vide Gen. xxiv, paffim. Sara, avifl. as, U feq« Ho£ ill. s* 

K 2 from 
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tie I0ofy of the Jews 

from the fight of men though this cuftom feems rather 
to have been adopted, after the misfortune of Jacobs 
daughter, than borrotved from their neighbours, who 
mJe no fcrupic to fend theirs to feed ="d^^at" ^ 
flocks, as we find in the inftance of Laban s ^“^r and 
daughters, as well as thofe of Jethro among the Midian- 
ites^. From this fequeftration of the unmarried damlels, 
they were denominated^ Hid.den or Concealed. cre 
was likewife another law, which forbad heirelles to marry 
out of their own tribe, from which the reft were exempt- 
ed but a man was left to his liberty to marry^ not only 
in any of the twelve tribes> but even out of them, pro- 
vided it was with nations that ufed circumcifionS luch as 
the Miriianites, Ifhmaelites, Edomites^ Moabites, and 

Egyptians (R). ^ - j 

We do not find, that marriage was accompanied with 
any religious ceremony *, fuch as going to the tabernacle 
or temple, offering facrifices ; or even that it was per- 
formed by, or before a prieft : only, from the exam- 
ples of Ifaac wdth Rebecca, of Boaz with Ruth, and ot 
Tobias with Sarah, we may conclude, that the parents 
and the reft of the company, did pray for the profpcrity of 


the new-married couple. 

Plurality of wives was no great charge or incumbrance 
on the Jews, confidering their fimple way of living : do- 
mellic affairs were the* province of the women ; whilft 
that of the hufband was the bufinefs of the fields and vine- 
yards : dreffing viauals, the care of children, fpinning, 
carding, and weaving, are often mentioned in Scripture, 
as the occupation of women i whilft their hufbands chole 
the more laborious works. 

Divorce, which was permitted to the Jews, had never 
been pradlifedby any of the patriarchs, whatever it might 
have been by other nations. The law, relating to it, is 


ft Gen. xxiv, 55, & fcq. * Numb, xxxvi. paffim. 


(R) Accordingly we find 
that Mofes marriM a Midian- 
itc; Boax a Moabite; Maa- 
ehah, AbCilom’s mother, was 
the daughter of Talmai, king 
ofOefhur; Amafa was the fon 
<yf jether, an Hhmaelitc, by 
Abigail, David’s filler ; and 
Solomon, in the be^ning of 


hi I reign, married Pharaoh’s* 
daughter. Whenever, there- 
fore, wc find him, and other 
kings, blamed for -marrying 
ibrangc women, we muft un- 
dcrltond it of thofe nations 
that were idolatrous and uncir- 
cumcifed. 

c xprefled 



to ihe Balyhnijh Captivity. 

cxprcflcd to this effeft * : When a man hath taken a 

wife, and married her, and it come topafs, that (he finds 
no favour in his eyes, becaufe he has found in her Come 
uncleannefs ; then Jet him write her a bill of divorcement, 
and give it into her hand, and fend her out of his houfe. 
And when fhe is departed, — /he may go and be another 
man’s wife ; and if her fccond hu/band hate her, and 
write her a bill of divorce, — or if he chaiKe to die, — her 
former hufband fliall not take her again to be his wife, 
after Ihe is defiled; for that is an abomination to- the 
J-iord.^ The queftion is here, What is meant by the 
words, if he find any uncleannefs, turpitude, or naked- 
nefs, in her The Jews are divided in their opinion about 
it: the Chriftians are altogethei. as uncertain *, fome con- 
fining it to adultery, and others to all enormous crimes, 
fuch as idolatry, and apoftafy ; which lad the Scriptures 
often call fornication, and is the word made ufe of by our 
Saviour for adultery. Neverthelefs, we cannot believe 
any of thefe cafes to be pieant by the words of Mofes ; 
becaufe, as thefe were all capital crimes, it would have 
been ridiculous to have ordained a divorce againft fuch as 
were to be put to deaths We think rather, that it meant 
fome involuntary uncleannefs, whether natural or con- 
tra£led, which rendered her loathfome in his eyes, or un- 
fit for the nuptial intercourfe (S). 

Laws 

1 Deut, xxiv. 1, & Tcq. ^ Vide Jofeph. Ant. lib, iv, cap. 8. 

lib. de Vit. fua ad bneni. & Phil, dc Special. Legib. prsc< 6, & 7. 


(S) The form of the bill of 
divorce was to this effect : 
“ Such a day, month, and year, 
I, fuch an one, of fuch a 
place, upon, or near fuch a 
river, do, of my own free 
ednfent and choice, repudiate 
thee, fuch an one, my late 
► wife, banifh thee from me, 
and rellore thee to thy own 
liberty ; and thou mayeft 
henceforth go whither, and 
marry whom thou wilt: and 
thb is thy bill of divorcement, 
and writing of cxpulfion, ac- 
cording to the law of Moles 

/*) Vide Mof. Kotz. foj, 133. 
Scld. Buxtorf, dr Goodw. 


and Ifrael.” Signed by two 
witnelTes ; and delivered in the 
refence of its many, at lead, 
rom this time, the wife was 
SL3 much at her liberty, as if 
(he had been a widow ; only 
in both cafes, Ihe was obliged 
to (lay, at leall, ninety days, 
before (he was married to an> 
other, left Ihc Ibould prove 
pregnant by the laft(2). 

> Touching the conunverfy,, 
whether women might like- 
wife divorce their hu(lxinds 
upon the lame ground, tve do 
not find any fiich indu%ence 

k Mpf. Mgypt. put. ii. fob 59. 

N j granted 
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Lttws agalnft Theft. 

A« to thefti it muft be obferved, that the Jews under- 
ftood the words in the Decalogue, Thou Ih^t not 
of nvcn-ftealintf \ and thought that the other fort of theft 
was implied in the Uft precept, “ Thou ftialt not covet : 
hut we Ihall include them under the fame head* 

•The Ikaling of a man was the only capital theft under 
the law of Mofes (T). And whether the ftolenperfons 
had been fold, or were ftill in the pofleffion of the thief^ 
he was to be put to death All other theft waS punilhcd 
by reftitution, and the addition of a. fine, according to the 
nature of the theft *, only the man, that broke into a 
hoiife in the night to rob, might be with impunity killed, 
though not in the day-timfe. He that ftole an ox, was to 
rcftorc five oxen j if a flieep or a goat, four fheep or four 
goats ; but if he had neither killed nor fold them, but 
they were found alive with him, he was only to pay two 
for one. In cafe the thief had not wherewith to make fa- 
tisfa£l:ion according to the law, it was lawful for the pro- 
fccutor, if an Ifraelitc, to fell him ; but not, if he was a 
profclyte of any kind ; neither could the former fell him 
to any but an Ifraelitc. If he bad a wife and children, 
they might likewife be fold with him, till fatisfaftion was 
made to the offended ; at leaft it feems to have been fo un-. 
derftood and praaifed' by the Jews, in cafes of debt, 
though Mofes mentions none here but the thief. 

i Exod* xxi. ]6. 

granted to them by Mofes, for her to marry another, till 
unlefff in the cafe of a virgin (he had firfl obtained a divorce 
betrothed by her parents be- from him. He adds, iharSa- 
fore ihc was twelve years of lomc, lifter Bf Herod the Great, 
age, who might then refufe to was the firft whp took upon 
ratify the contrail, which her her to repudiate her hulband, 
parents had made, without whofe example was foon fol- 
giving any other rcafon, than lowed by others, mentioned 
that flic did not like the perfon * by the fame author (3)* 
dcfigncd for her: but this can- (T) The Jews ^wcvcrcoti. 
hot be palled a ttivorceroent, fine it to the ftcalingof an Jf- 
becaufc there U no marriage in raelitc. As for the ftcaling of 
the cafe- JofephuB therefore flrangers, the ijfcidcr was not 
thtnks, that a divorce was lb to be put to death, according 
Jfer from being permitted to tbera, but only to make 
yrom^, fhat u the hufband velhcution. 

|bd^ her, jt ww imi lawful 

||) Ant. lib, jtv, cap, 11. xviil, 7 xx. i|. A in Vit.fua- 



llhien a ma^ was (^{ tbdtM and tbe proibcutor 

liad nof Ai^ciq)! proofa^nft faiin, he might Wing him 
before the jadge% and iiatre bo^ hiiHt thofe whom he 

thau|hc his a^^ompbees^ easetified upon oath. If thejr 
coul4 he afte^ands pro?ed forfwomi they were put to 
deathj not for the th<^t| Wit for the peijury* The fame 
law reached alfo to the receivetf or o^^^iider of ilolen 
goods, knowing them to be ^ I for fo they uiider- 
ftood the words, * * He Ihall bear his iniquity,” 

All kind of inury, whether of money, grain, apparel, 
&c. was likewife forbid by the law of Mofes, from mie 
Ifraelite to another ; in which cafes, the ufnrer might be 
conipelled, hy the judges, to refund his ertortioa. They 
were commanded on the contrary, whenever a brother 
was waxed poor, to fupport* and a€&il him with fuch 
things as he needed, without propoling to themfclves 
any other advantage by fo doing, than the bJefQng of 
God ^ : hut of Grangers, that is, of the Gentiles, they 
were permitted to take tifury i yet fb as not to opprels 
them by too great extortion (U)- 

Laws againft btarhg falfi fVitsufu 

The foundation of thefe is in that of the Decalogue, 

Thou ihalt not bear falfe witnels againil thy neigh- 
bour The judges were bound Jto abide by the icftimony 
of two or three witnebes, cfpecially in capital cafes, a 
fingle evidence not being fufficient to condemn any man p. 

Laws againjl coveting another* s Property. 

Hie tenth precept of the Decalogue, “ Thou Ihalt not 
covet thy neighbour’s houle, wife^ dec/' is juflly efteem- 

W Levit. V,I. " Exod. Kxii, *5, & feq. Levit. xxv. jS, 

dc frq Dent, xxiii. 19. Exod. xx. 16. xxiii. «« Deut. 

V. so. p Deut. xni. 6. 

(U).OpprefBag of fervants ooed efiormoas crimes, cog- 
and hirelings i defmuditig, or oizabk by the judges, who 
eveu demioing their wagm« were impow^ed to esnfe fuit- 
chough but one eight, deny- able (atufa^oa to be made, 
uig them ucc^aiy food, and Taj^jw iWiifi in pled^ 
rc^te / private mirchieia, the indigeot, of whi^ they 
fuch as mlfleading the blind, ilood in consent need r hicn 
or even undthcf *8 cattle i re- ar their garmeuts, bed-c|o»ihi, 
moving of Imd •marks ; Egging the nether or upper miU-llooe, 
of pin, and leaving ^esn on- was no kls Acbidden. . 

coveredi wese likewife leek- 

N 4 ed, 


Vfnry, 


All bind t 


Falfe wk- 
nejt. 


ll4 ^ Mfiory^ike'fews 

e»4? ty the-' JeDcifh doctors, the prop and foundation of aU 
the other laws of the fecond table % and he that obfertes 
this, is in no danger of breaking the reft. Whether the 
ancient JewS underftood it in that ftri£l; and refined fenfe 
which the Gofpel Implies, of only of fuch overt^afts as 
tended to the procuring of any thing by unlawful means, 
is not cafy to determine. The Talmudifts, however, con- 
demn by it, the very defire formed and indulged in the 
heart, though it doth not proceed to action K 

An Abridgement ef fme oth^r mixed %aws relating to Food^ 
Faiment^ Plantings Sowings Decency, and CUanlinefi ; 
and of fuch D feafes as excluded Men from commm Sgeiety. 

wainjt prohibited by the Mofaic law, blood 

itingof n»ay be reckoned in the fifft place, that prohibition being 
W. as old as the deluge. We find it exprcfsly forbidden by 
Mofes, in feveral places, not only to the Ifraelites, but to 
the ftrangers that lived among them, even under pain of 
death. It feems to have been put on the level with facri- 
ficing one’s feed to Moloch for, it is faid that God will 
fet his face againft him that tranfgrcfles in either cafe ; 
which expremon is not ufed in any other prohibition. 
The reafon given for this interdiftipn, is that the blood 
(which is alfo the life) of the vidlim, makes atonement 
for fin ^ ; purfuant to which declaration, the tabernacle, 
with all its utenfils, wa5 at firft purified w'ith it ; the co- 
venant between God and the people was ratified with 
blood *, and without blood there could be no remiflion of 
fin 

'nelsau Next to the blood, was forbidden likewife the flefti of 
\eat}, a confiderable number of beafts, fowls, fifties, and rep- 
tiles, which were deemed unclean. This diftinftion, 
however, of clean and unclean, can hardly be fuppofed to 
have itSkOrigin from the Mofaic law, and tp ha^c been ufed 
proleptically, when the liiftorian uiehtions it even before 
the Hood'. We fliall not, however, enter into a nice feru- 
tiny about the animals thus forbidden; but refer the cu- 
rious to the learned Bochart’s cla^rate treacife on that 
fubje£l‘ ; and mention only the general rule, which Mo- 
fes has given to diffinguiih the clean from the unclean, 
wMch the reader may fee in the following note {%), 

With 

> Vide Pmc. l^eg. tj9. 9 Levit. xrii* il* * Heb.w. *v 
le atib. pamoa* * vii. «. < Hiemxojc. paifiiii, 

^X) Of beaib, whatever the hoof, was to be reckoi^ 
^hewol the cud, and divided clean; and whatever had bo^ 

bp^h 



Wirti refpeft to the article of raiment, Mofes has left 
no pofitive laws, except that which helonged to the 
priefts, of which we ha:t?e fpoken clfewhcrc ; and where 
he orders the people to wear blue fringes to the borders of 
their garments, for a remembrance, that they were now 
no longer to live after their own will, but after tlie com- 
mands of God. Ihe two moft remarkable of the nega- 
tive kind, arc thofe that forbid the promifeuous habit of 
both fexes, and the weaving ot two different fluffs, fuch 
as linen and woollen, in'the fame garment*. The firft is 
fuppofed to have been dcfigncd to prevent the fhameful 
iabufes which might attend fuch difguifes i and the fe- 

nb. XV. Dcut. xxii. 

• 

Dorn CDcic quanneationa, as indolent life, and yet can eat 
the fwiiie, which divideth the of them all without any incon- 
. hoof, but doth not chew the vcnicnce : but the reafon is 
jCud ; or tjie camel, hare, rab- given in the text, namely, bc- 
bet, which chew the cud, and caufe in all facrifiecs, the fat 
do not part the hoof, was for- was to be burnt upon the altar, 
bidden as unclean. Of fowl, as appertaining unto God (3), 
^11 carnivorous birds, fuch as The fle/h of beafls torn in pieces, 
the eagle, vulture, and thp or that died of thcmfelves, 
like; all that had four feet, was likewife forbidden (4). 
and yet flew, as the bat. Of All that needs to he farther 
flflies, all that had fins and add6d, with refpei^ to unclean 
fcales were lawful, and all that animals, is, that though the 
wanted either, were forbidden, touch of them, while alwe, 
Ofinfedlsi all that had wings was not defiling, , yet that of 
to raife themfelves from the their carcafes was ; infomuch 
earth might be eaten; but that even the veffela and li- 
whatever only crawled on the quors, into which their blood 
eanh, was unclean. Lallly, tell, were made unclean by it ; 
the fat of the clean beads was the liquors were to be thrown 
forbidden, not becaufe it was away, Ihe veflfels purifiecl, and 
unclean, much lefa becaufe it the perfon who touched them, 
is hard of digeflion, which is wai to wafh himfelf, and be 
the reafon fume authors give unclean undJ evening, A well, 

» for the prohibition of this and however, a dnintain, or any 
blood, and fwine^ flefli, feeing large receptacle of water, wet 
their labofiou? lift, and healthy not defiled by the blood 01^ car*- 
eonlHcutkm^ rendered the If* caft, but only the perfon who 
laelitcs more capable to dig^ took the unclean cteacoft out 
them, than many among us, of them j[ 5). 

^d other nattoos, who ftn 

(}) Levit. tit. 14, U (4) fixed* xxii. ta. (5) Levit. 

■ ' cond 




4^ ' ''’'Itel iaft 

{umptuaTf law ht«4 with fomc oeco- 

lu^ical Tiicw -&t:.tkc €«cqiMagc|ncnt of j^ufafiurc. 

UfnJ^: But of aU tshje dift?^ m^tioncH laftaotc, the Icl 

proiy wa» rechoned the ^ whi(;ii rea. 


^ <Y) It is; tqin% difiedt lo m»lih of tid 
flfiga any good reaibo thua wext i 
heif^ prjai&iied to iow d^er^ of giomfii li 
fnt ieahL or plant divert kiindr ed u|»os^ the j 
of trc« In the S#; 'or of lu^siN Wo 
plow ndth a mixture (M Gitdov ^ *he|c eaft 

uich as an ox or an stis. Clean*' broujgnt to tli 
llnein and dccenc^f, aa bcinjg, cording at i 
obvious requifilea in hot c|i- them, were 
mates, are enjoined by ^Moma wafhed and 
under fevere penahiea. All rmcscutoat 
mttiitnonial commence was dared dean 
bid for a certain |imt At to 

chUd'birth, ditring the months itw^ofdlfis 
ly periods, or af^, any acd- a fort of vci 
dental wedcnefli of lund ; the eemem $ 

in men, nodlumal pounrioua^ br fenrf, that 
tunning fprei :• and whatever the p^alfs* ] 
Wat coufhed by any ^r&a fo nrieftt werec 
defiled, whether be<!^ fidufet up fo 

table, or any other nt^fil, probable, 
was alfo ddeme^ undm, hind of fin 
defiled all thofe that touch^ thaf time, t] 
tlArn ; and air were tb bjb po* W made of ii 
rified accofdxbff^to the hw, fee^ how the 
(Z}I^fi^dimngd^thre«l bp, could < 
foita of lejnofir, limhely* of care, tf ’0| 
tbebody, 

The firft tt'b 

BtK ' 

^ <4) Vide Levit. ^ 


m»liia of thk kind of leprc^ 
were either of a reditifii 
Of gieenifii li««i which appear- 
ed upon ?ba gannems, wh^ber 
of linp%! Wns>^l^ pf 
Id the|5 oafet th^ were to be 
brought to the priefis, and ac- 
cording at they appeared to 
them, were either burnt^ or 
Waihe^ and cleaned; or the 
(tocs cut out, and the reft de- 
dean and wholefopie. 

As to the leprofy of hotifeB, 
itw^ofiCfhtctttlclnds; either 
a Ibit of vermin that bred in 
the pemem ; Or a kind of rail 
br fenrf, that fptead itfelfdong 
the vdlo* Inthefecafe!i, the 
priefis were direded to fimt the 
houfes up for a week ; and it 
, if probable, thcy^ made fome 
kind of fiimigation, during 
thaf time, thnu^ no mention 
k made of it cHe we cannot 
iee,^ how the bare (butting it 
bp, could eonrt^ute to the 
care. If ’Upon the openm it 
asrin^ . the marks 

jMsm^i^^fros^need it clean ; 
W‘p0l^-''4v^ caufed them to be 
fciin^^dff 4?^ where, ^ and 
&a boofi^iWhe'fiiur up another 

the 

' -lobe de- 

-materiali 


Vidi Jfournd 
I m hb Com- 



foti tiiofe infeS^ ft, w«r# forced t& Im 
from the Jcft, tijl Aey weh ciircd ; gioparchi thein* 
fdves were not exempted from Uw, aa Appearf 
from the inftaQce of Icing Azafiah, or Uzeiah, aa he 
^Ued i^ the Chronicles, who, having too far intruded 
into the priellly dfficc was fmitten with! an inenrablc 
leprofy, deprived of bis gpvcrnmcnV and forced |o live 
^art to the day of his death. A&4» ^ inched, one Jtind o| 
k was of fo infectious a nature,, that too much enntion 
could not be ufed to prevent iu fpreadlng ^ infomuchi 
that even thofe that died of it, were buried frparately 
from the reft As for the other, called the dry Icprofy, 
it was not an infeClious difeafe (A). 

t Corap. 3 Kings xv. 5. (k « Chron. xxvi. 16, k feqa. 
u 3 Chron. xxvi. ver. ttlt. 

(A) The prices were the lip covered with a kind of 
proper judges both of the dif- mul^r, to prerjSQt his infeCl* 
cafe and the cure ; concerning log others by his breath. But 
which bfoles gave them fevc- on<6 may reafonably fuppofe^ 
ral plain dire^iopSi though we that they had places in which 
do not had thathc preferibed thofe lepers lived together^ 
any remedy againft it, becaufe, and made a kind of epmmu- 
as the Jews think, it was an nity among, themfelves. Wc' 
immediate j udgmentirom Ood. read of four of them that went 
The fame they affirm alfo of tc^cthcr out of fomc quarter of 
theleprofyof houfts and gar* SamVia into the Aflyriw camp, 
meats ; which, they pret^, when the fsmine raged in the 
was peculiar to the ifraelitei, city ; and of ten in the Gof- 
and Co the land of Jud^a ; be-^ pel, who, applied themielves 
caufe God bad promifed to m a body, to Cfarift, to be 
them, that, whilit they con- beakd by him. Perlbns, ge^- 
tinued obediciit to his laws, menti, and houfes, being cur- 
thetr bodies, houfrs, and gar- ed this diHemper, were to 
ments, be ptefetved befortht^pufilled byrhepiieh,. 

from that dil^fe ; Imt when ^e^ve akea 4 y fpokenof the 
they proved ftubborn and re< iacq^ces, which were tq hn 
beUkius, be would fend it as a oiered upon thU occafon, in 
punithment upon them. When ita proper plo^, As iot the 

the prieft b^ p^nopne^ a other ceremonies, enjolhed% 
■nan infe^ with Mofes, we lhall rek our 

was not only frclndetfrom wife reader to the book of l>vici^ 
foc;foty of clean cut, where be may ifo a full 

nblig^tog^bmrt-head^ wi^ acbmuit of them (5}. 
his ckmtks rent, and hk opfw ^ 

-ill 

mot. Gerund. Racainat Abr. lepbanid k al. Min;i 4 » ^ foynb 
rib 3* JUfke nvii. la. 



flif Ht/foty of tie Jews 

ISannhOi and fcvcrarotfier heathen writers after him 
have affirmed that Egypt, being griev^tifly infedled with 
the Icprofy, king Boch^a was adtifed by the oracle, to 
ffcnd all the lepers into a defert place, where they might 
perifli for want of fuftcnancc. This advice was followed, 
and the lepers being driren to the defolate place> Mofes, 
was one of the number, obferved, by tracing the 
(botfteps of a wild afs, a fpot, where they found water to 
quench their thirft. Thiis revived, they chofe him for 
their guide, and were by him condudled and fettled in 
the land of Canaan, in the fpace of feven days. In me- 
mory of this expedition, he ordered the feventh day to be 
a daV of reft, and forbad the eating of fwine’s flcfli, be- 
caulc that creature is fubjeft to the leprofy. In remem- 
brance of their kind bencfaflor, the afs that laved their 
lives, he commanded an afs’s head to be fet up and wor- 
(hipped in their temple. This ftory is confuted by Jofe- 
phus. Indeed^ the care which Mofes took with rel^eA 
to this diftempe^ fufficie^tly ffiew^, that, at leaft, the 
far greater part df ihe W^e £^in it, at their 

departure from Egypt i dfe it wtmhi bepn impoffible 
to fegregate themimm reft, ;iim4 to ^ire executed 
thefe laws which excluded them frim commerce 
of thofe who were free from the diforden 

• 

Of the Cufmii, Ltarnln^ Aru^ and Cemmtrct of thf 

jrti/j. 

Their cuftoms, both religious and civil, being chiefly 
founded upon their laws, and the greateft part (^f them 
having been already mentioned under that article, we 
{hall have the lefs to fay here, efpecially confi dering the 
barrennefs of the fubjeft, for want of books gnd authors, 
of a date old enough to be depended upon, Wc have al- 
ready mendoned all that could« be collc£l:ed concerning 
their cuftoms at weddings and fcftivals : we ihall now fay 
fomething of thofe that were ufed at births, and lhafts : 
to which wc Ihall add a fliort account of fome of their 
pr^ices at their high-places, ^rovesi ^md other places of 
idolatrous worlhlp j of their divinations, games, and ccr 
remonies ufed at burials^ It may be remembered, that 
ctrcumciiion was not enjoined by the Mofaic law, but by 

'‘•M ]yfsficth< ip. Jofepb. tont. ApiUq. Tadt. Juftt ixTrof. PHir 









Virtue of the cxprcfs command given to Abraham. But Ctrmntitg 
nothing is ordained either with reTpefi to the perfon by at drcMm^ 
whom, nor with what inftrun^nt, pgr in what manner 
the ceremony was to be performed; only that the fore- 
Hun (hould he cut oiF on the eighth day : fo that It was 
left to the option of the p^ent, either to .perform it him- 
felf, or to employ fome other perfon, whether a prieif, 
furgeon^ or friend. In this laft capacity, at was looked 
upon as an high compliment to be choien to that office^ 
llie inftrument was generally a knife or "razor, made of 
fome kind of ftone, as being thought lefs dangerous than 
ihofe of Heel ■, the ufe of which they might have learned 
from the Egyptians, who ufed them in opening bodies 
which were to be embalmed. They were not obliged to 
carry the child to the fynagogtte, much |efs to the tem- 
ple, but had him circumcifed at home. Here the father, 
or fome friend deputed by him, held the child in hU 
arms, whilft the operator took the prepuce, either with 
oiae hand, or with pincers made for that purpofe, and 
^^b the other cut off the forelkin, whilft another held a 
Jl^mger .filled prith fand^ foi him to fling it in, and to 
'^'eiyc tnc, 14^^ He i|ien applied hia mouth to the 
,^,^aidhg blood, whi^h generally 

It ppt into z 
the 

^ j /ariil ■ ^ . A» 

for the form of yiiords i^h oocafibjati : k 

probable conje£l:ures wiU go, we iball have occafit^' to 
mention it under another article ; to which they added, no 
doubt, fome prayers and bleflings. At prefent, the ope- 
rator, having dreffed the wound, applies the cup of wine 
and blood to the infant’s lips, pronouncing thefe words 
of the prophet, ^ ve in thy blqod j” then repeating the 
cxxviiitfa pfalm, he wifties the parents joy, and that thev 
may thus affift at his wedding But how old thefe cus- 
toms arc, we cannot determine : all that can be added is, 
that this ceremony lyas ufually accompamed wifh igreat 
rejoicing and fe;^l^mg ; and it was at that time thiU the 
child was to be named by the parents, in the prefence of 
the company. Thefe names were generally fignificant 


r De hit vide Fag/in Deiit. a. Kdtz. in Tra^. de 

Citcumctf. foK ify. Mkimon. CSfciioicifi cap. t, k z. 
wtoif. Sjrn. Jitd. cap.4«&alib. Q^indt. d« Caltrii OremneiC 
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relatltig to tte parents, fctiU, tiOb 
fiHnlc other circuttfihtfcts w time (E). ^ 

Tbcfe jfifft ceremonies being over, the mailer of ihi 
honfe began to crave a blefTitigi if there vns no flrangcr, 
nor any perfoti of a fuperior rank »; fthrii in that cafe, he 
complimented him with this office. Ht then took t cop 
full of wine, and, having blcffed the Creator of the vine# 
iic fipped a little of it; and jake it to the neat perfon, till 
ll had gone round. Tfiis was called the hltkatn ajajin, 
Miffing if wine, Froth thence he pafled to the bleffing^ 
and breaking of the bread, and diftribotine it to the guefts. 
A$ fpon as ihey had done, eating, the lame perfon who 
hadcrav^ the blcIEng was obliged lo give thanks; the 
feaft was concluded with another coOful of wine, and 
this was called the bleflinl df plenty. Whether their cuf- 
tom was to fit at meat, or lie down, iS a controverfy of 
more nicety than moment However, to os, the formet 
feems more probable, at feafl bdforc the captivity. We 
read* that Jofi^feihadchisbrethren fit down to cat with 
him ; and DaVid &ii to Jonathan, ** To-enonow I Ihould 
fit dbwit it meat iWth the kin^* It raiift be owned, 
howevet, that, in fhe .time bf Cfarift, the cullom was 
iltered t6 that of ly^g'down. 

The Jewifli high pilaces wtre of two forts; thofc Where 
thtj only WDr&n|>wd Ac tnie God, by burning ihteni^, 
ma offering facrifices*^ to him; ahd thojfe where they 
ftrved ftcange'gdi^ ihd eommitted atmmrnafimis in th 
worihip. BoA th^ betame fo bbmirton and univerfal, 
Aim; wd read df but fitw lings who had Ae courage to 
pull Aem down, whiill Aany others, Apu^ otherwHc 
commended fmr Adr jfiety and zeal, fbfl them iindiilurb- 

ituM cmanmi Tailor, a MrJi 
, 3Rachi^ (Sumof, an 

^ cof Ap. Jfwiih, afirfaui Ta- 

;]|pillba i&id agr nuur, 4 a^ Ae like: 
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ffiad ZeSkuAif, iHr'iiv- 


ed Ah Icsbod, Hvifinnts 


Ithi wto iat heanl 

■mfat SoiBabadu qUSA Aat dm «A was taken by Ae 

m ftwnff- nenuattw^ aa JAtboA- jFk^UBoeiir, 
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> aft hndi of DMv. 


JSyi^itumi^ aii^' ' 

by tb^ tii%^ jk|;4A^ Uptjfes .^xjprelQfes 

themjii tbb ibpd^N^ i : *< % ihalt fiot ^ 
fbltnid'aanflM /on or hia 

thd'fiirtj #||at 4iViaation«^ 
or an ^dbllHr^ ^ ail or a vitchj 

or a dlanbcr, 0)r i iKr% faibffiiiir rpiritg, or a 

Wiz^p or i (U). 

'.; * ! '-; ^ Gaibei 

E»tir. i(*l3i. to»tti 


aiDfto of Samud, |3i0id, ^ 
liflia, and odiiOr tiif|»red per- 
ibos, wttSc^ n^i^ofdodcf*, cz- 
prefdy ibri^ddon $ bob M ^ 
the laily nothiag ^yild bo mOn 
ievcrcly pii0iibi«y j ^vertbe- 
lefs,^ jOmita f^ce 

dead above twei^ 'years ei« 
th^beg^Q ,tb t^aj^ioto tbit 
defc^oo. h fa^an about tho 
times of Othfiier^d' Blrad, 
and incroiied faft^ 
fpread fo wide, that it would 
beendkfs to eniiiiienite 4bek^ 
falie deidm, and^'tba i^araa 
dedicated to their wtqdb^ ^ 
Well at the obcNiniiwlMo ^Oeieu 
model .{n^ftd in drqm. 
Thi^^ wSsp^ , tbe fk^Br im 
of all tbofe natieoM^ tn kb^wilite 

of It^^vyd-Ttfei « 

it{ankev«ifyhin«i^ 

Tbe |bti« me^ ^Adl 
wcire of dipiiaoAtt^ 
glbdi^^atd^ 
tamenflOKMti^Acid micMi' 
tinfif Ibr 

Wl 


<Goniaierce of the youngea ge^ 
tterittoii, by furoHhtog the 
V^flesititb all^ktnd of eobve- 
niencies. Sobtnon is juftly 
bia&ded, in ^cripti^re, Ibr 
hanng brought this evU to its 
greateft by the multi- 

tude of bis siraojge women, ail 
• which W» never tho- 
tdoted but till jofidh^ 






(l>}^ The Aloft inhuman of 
all tholb prances was that of 
l»^(^thejr *b!]fiklr«ii thmuj^ 
tke ^ Tbit rite feems to 
imiWbe^fMeiiliivbi Mobcb, 
wbo^ ip limndm alfe ealM 

i»a»^ 

him 

nden .^dtfaer by bia 
^ ' hf ''dreeatf^ ' 'Diet. 
Adi«* wdlb pdrfb^b^ 
lti|i^g| tbeftitri» elfcdi, figiu^ 
Mm f m , JEjdi jfeeaBi to: lUr 
^MfcabAuidMA of ' tm*- 

uk A 

nut 

~fat?‘llU 

m6rZ 
«fbil. 



^ Gamesy: for oi^gbt that appeam upon record, 

m ^hich thej^did ntot imitate th^r neigh- 
'^ursy at leaA they did tK^; introduce into ^heir 

coixunotmeaith. They not fo iMch as a name for 
tbem^ bdtwhat doth properly %nify tb laugh^ play, toy, 
and fuch like innocent amufements. Even Solomon him-^ 
felf, who had imitated^ or rather jCurpadTed, the grandeur 
of Other kingctym^i and indulged bimfelf in^l btb^r va- 
nities, or what be calls the deiighti df fobs'of men, 
fpme of which Were near of km to thefe, as hishngers 
and muficians of both fexes, doth yet make no mention of 
any kind of games, either of hazard or entertainments of 
the theatre *, neither do the Scriptures any where fpeak of 
fuch. 

DinarfidnSi Their diverfibns fccin hare confifted chkfly in eating, 

drinking, dancing, and muiic. ThO Sciiptures often 
exprefs the fimplicity of their happy lives, by fitting, and 
eating and drinking, everyone under his vine and under his 
fig-tree. But even thefc divcrfiotis cpurd.not be very fre- 
quent, ualcfs it were upon fuch folemn occafions, as we 
have mentioned before, or at their ihecp-fliearing, barveft, 
an j vintage, becaufe diey would elfe have had hut little 
time to tomfad their country afiairs. 


doubt whether this Is capdde of hb wonders, bel^atehem, 
of ib ^vourablc a Ihofe. «Boc* which word may fignify ajiame^ 
bart has given ui on account or the glittering of a fjKar or 
^of levei^ dh^dons perfemn* lance, becaufe it dazues the 
^by means offet^u. An- fight. The Septuasint, how- 
other friiy W^ by mnuliar fpi- ever, ^bave tranilated it 
jrits, wmeh the Hbhiew calb and the La- 

obc^r fuch as ibe wkch of ^yheru The 

Mdmr is fifid to havehad « and may be properly ren- 

Jdm ra or 

«k« M^W r jaelmlbe^ bmufe* he fpms wkh hn lips 
may be pMeify ' jobicdi To ^fe die pr^cts 

deied, by -JegadeBMUi^ one have added fome others, fuch 
who deceives and as coftfuhii;^,te teraphimv, 

ampofes upon dbe omldms; and by the wpK of arrows,* 

as thofe whom Bharoidi by^lHieref b^» byibclEs 
ibt iqpdnft Mofes, ifrhp ate and fuch like; 

eiUed malEflwphimv ai^^ feveml^hf whi^ 

jfeHiidh«idar|dbo^ 






plain* Boa^i 4 mlgbty>man#^'«^fi0ii^ Ruth vith 
drinking of the&me eaiii^f c^tkelfme br^ 

dipping he? morfcl in the Vfne|^\i^th him *1 Even tiwf prr- 
fent 01 vt 6 tuals» which ifrtft brot^ht to |)and and hta 
mcn^ wbilil he was in a kind of ex]!^; of pnife, 

parched eoni, bread and iiouo dried )ftifftf« and figs, 
honey,; burner, chcefe, oil, and a few fcitt^bcdfis ^. Their 
bread wae made either of barleyV or baked into 

thin cakes, fome in ovens, fome upon the hearth, and 
others in a frying-pans feme withj smd fome without 
oil ; they often uied prehod com tnftead bf breai^ Hea- 
ney was commended ^ its delkiouftiefe ® ; ^d ibc 
milk of the goats, and the fleece of the flocks, were 
thought by me wife man fuffioiertt for foo<^ and raiment, 
both for the maftcr ^nd his family ** 

High titles were unknown among them/ unl^ thofi? Titfis, 
which implied fome office, fuch as general, treafurer, and 
recorder* They valudd themfeives morb upon their ge» 
nealogies y and a man of^ aflum^ five I or fix patronym 
mics of his anceflors. Some regard was iikewife had to 
the diftim^ion of tribes or famiies ; as, for inilance, to 
thofe of the prietls and Levites, u^n a religious account ; 
to that of Judah, to which the fc^tre was promifed j and 
to that of Ephraim, out of refjpe^ to Jofeph’s memory. 

The fame refpe£t was iikfewrfe paid, in Overv trffic, to 
thofe who were the beads and fathers of It, anu to all the 
elder branches' in general } and next|to thefe, old men of 
what tribe or branch focvcr, were held Uy great veneration. 

Their laborious and frus^ lii^s, and me healthfulneis 
of the country, .were efleaual moans to prevent a vaft j®'' 
number of thofe diieaflss whic.h hare, been fince uihered 
into the world by luxury and flotb.. It it for diis reaibn 
that we read of fo.few diRempersnsmcmg-Uieit^ much lefs 
of phyficiaos, except fuck as arc nOwkiUvUra the name 
of lurgemas, whom die andeot Gre^, as well as the He- 
brews, called phyfidans, or healers. Thus the Mofirsc 
law condemned the ihaii who wounded ano&er, to pay, 
amongft other dungs/ th^Taiatf of 

or pt^ or wa# 



. I rflsai^ Wks^': af. 

' iftesf. wii. 



f || tStf th 

|ufft 4>f their jgrief they rent th^ c}o 4 liis, 

iin^ thmkreaftsj tore thdrhair, and beardsi aiid put 
and dirt upon their heads, and went barefoot^ wear- 
ing iatMoA next the ikirt, and lying upon the bare 

1 ground 

Ifhwfdt^al ceremonies were no lefs mournful. As 
IboO is a, perfon' was dead, ail the near relations came to 
flic hopfc in their mourning habit, and fat down upian 
the ground in filence, whilXF another part of the houfe 
echoed ^th the voices of mourners, and the found of 
indmments fuiiabkto theoccafion, which was hired for 
nuTpofe ^ (Fir Thefe exclamations were continued 
^ . till 

) Jmm. ix. 17. 

(E)Thcneighboiifing nations the greater vent to their grief ; 
had dill more violent .ways of at lead, it feema probable, 
exprcflTmg their grief, by prick- there was fomcfuch cuftom, 
ing, cuitiog, and fcanfying by what the prophet fays, 
thcmfclvCs ; but thefe were fpeaking to Jeruialem r 
exprdily forbid by the law of aileth thee now, that thou art 
Moles. They changed their gone up wholly to the houfe- 
cloaiha for others that were tops n And fjx^king elfc- 
flreighter, Coarfer, dirtier, and where of the Moabites , he fays , 
more ragg^* ^ hey^ covered “ On the tops of their houfes, 
their faces with their ^ppor and in the ftrecta, every one 
garment, to hide their tcari ; ihall howl and weep abun- 
tney faded till fun-fet, dantly (3).” 
then contented themfelves with (F) As to the muhcal in- 
the plaiaefl diet t kept a pro- Ihuments, we have no iniiance 
found filence, which they ne- of their being ufed upon thefe 
ver broke but to utkr groans, occahons in the Old Tella- 
^omplaints, or Tamchtaiion. inent, only we the cuftom 
Some even chofe to lie in alhcs^ in our Spiour’s time ; sod the 
or on a du|te|l^, ahd^a.void Taimrnhfls aflure us, that it 
the lij^t. Tins mouriiii^ was was not only an ancient cuftom, 
longer or flioncr, fmcxwdmg to but that i| was even obli gatory , 
theoccafum* Forthe d^thof and that the poored hulband 
a conliderable perdm it comU . could have no lefs than two of 
nued even a wnok month, , as them ibr hiy wife. Thefe in- 
for Mofetand Aaron* Tpr an Amments, acedpimg to them, 
twdiqa^ perfon, or jiimr ime a londof mournful flute ; 

1100,, It laflcd blit about ^ h brace that proverb of theirs, 
«oek;%, ' In : hublk moruvoing ^ Flutes iorvodltser for abride 
the people dietided taolus tj^ or fiw ihe . As flw die 

of thdr honfei, there to g>ve hived fingen, ehetr office was 



U the 

till the 'fiifief8l ntes were pcfibimied^ wheo the sesmft 
relations refumea their melancholy jx^ure, andcontijjucd 
in it all the time of the mourning, eating* fitting/ and 
lying upon the ground (G). ' « ^ 

In the mean time, there were pi^pcr petfw appointed 
to prepare the corpie for the burial. It was locked upon 
as a duty incumbent on the neaixft m|acioii prefent to^lo^ 
the eyes of the dcceafcd. iff the perfon was of epnfi^r- 
ablc rank, pey entbalmed him ^ if othcrwjfe, tliey con* 
tented themfelves with waflung his whole body. Sotner 
tinics they added a mixture of fweet j^ugs and fpices, 
either to nrew upon the corpfe, or bum -in the place 
where it lay. 

They denied fcpulture to none but fuch as were guilty 
of felf-murder, and not even to thhfe, but tiU after fun* 
let. I'hey had burying-places for ftrangers, and for fuch 
as were put to death for capital crimes. The provident 
care of the patriarchs to make fure of a fcpulchre for 
their pofterity, ihews that they efteemed k as a fevere 
curfe from God, to be deprived of burial ^ and a hlclHng 
to be interred among their anceftors. For this rcafon, 
tiiolc who had inherited a burying-place, were extremely 
careful of prefervmg it to their poftcrity ; and thofe who 
nacl not, were no Icfs folicitous to provide one for fhem- 
lelves and their families. As the law had^ ordained no- 
thing concerning them, they thoughtlt indifferent where 

* Vide JcTeiu. viii. z, xxii* ly* Ecclef vi. ^ 2c ijih. 


to fing fome mournful dirge, 
pi'opcr to fill the company wuh 
the deepeft lorrow. Ofac of 
them is elegantly comprifed, 
in lew vvordfl, by one of their 
tabbies: “MoUfn & the 
Mourners, and not for the 


cvcfy thing that could afford" 
any hleafum* They made, m- 
deed, a kind of banquet for 
the reft of the mourn era, called 
by the prophet, the br^ of 
men, and wine or cup pf copfo- 
lationfy) ;^but evfen then their 


*,,u nut jor tnc lanonj 7 j / out even then their 
j^a ; for he Is at reft, and we table! wete covered with Wood- 
cn or Common earthen pEit^ 
dAn trencher*} apd, the 

Mn, ^ by fame mibii. they weift not 

«t ofit( 5 )^ hOonted to ihrlnk above ten 

wr beds walhod themfi^ves, tia^ ojf toc, they fl|bttl4 
^ir n^. In ;k' ^into^ted, andbe^any 

iWrt»m.ap.Bon 

I »dv. 1,. i (yj jer* mi ^ 
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Hm^I. 


tl^i ift a an oreliard, ^ 

fie^ a moimtam^ or a rdOk^ ib they couM but feetire th& 
polleSoii «f the pttrchafe^S). Thofc fepulchrea were in 
ill likelihood there or le^ fiunptuous, according to their 
qjttiUky and t^nknee; diey ^rci however^ cnykms to 
hate nteRiy if po^ble, cut into the rock^ which was no 
diffietdt matter ki fneh a 'mountainous country. 

Rrofii theCe houfea of the ^ead we now pals to thofe of 
the^ litiiig, which were commonly plain, low^ and flat, 
fidtihle to the climate, with rails round the topsi to keep 
piet^fe from faliii|g. Their furniture w^ much after the 
ihlnt^ fl^e \ .ctdmiiiea, fa&ea, and cafemettts were need- 
lefs, wnerc they were forced <to ftudy cpolnefs ; for the 
fanie reafon .tapelky was of no ufe but "upon the floor, 
to fit> eah or fleep Imon; and if they ufed any bed- 
curtaihs, they were made of ibme fine gauaei to keep ofF 
grittte hiid other infers. J 


XS) The fepulehres of the 
ktngi of Jadah were in that 
put lenifaleni where the 
t^ple fiood. Ezekiel iecmi 
so hint that they were cut in 
the rock under it, when he 
lays, tW the LordV holy 
hill Ihduld he no more defiled 
by the Carcafes of their king^. 
All the delcendents of Dand 
are ftid to have been buried 


was not difekrered, or at leafl 
broken in upon, till thirteen 
hundred years afier ; when the 
city being finutly befieged by 
Antiochuf, Hyrcan, the high- 
prkfi, had recourib to the 
tomb, from which he drew 
three thoufand talents, and 
bought off his enemy. He 
adds, that Herod found hiti 
iny into another hidden cell, 


in the fiune place, except Ma> where he got a prodigious trea 
aafieh, who was butted in the fare ; but neither he nor any 
garden of ITezhtfi, adjenning to one elfie could ever diicover the 
nil own hfuife«. Whether the bones of jOavid, his tomb be- 
fepulchk of Daxid' was built, ing fo artfully contrived, and 
or onlyi jbe^Uf, by htinfelf^ fo deep in the ground, as to 
and by Swmoh, or elude the moft curious feaseb. 

any of hia fuccdBKnrs, is not The buiying-places of the 
certainly known ; but it is to Hpas of ifrael, after jerobo* 
be feen at this day without the aih^ revolt, were in Samaria ; 
walls of flbe jprefent, Jerufalem. Imc we cannot fuppede then? t(^ 
it is. a .motf htm ^ Iktsse aqOalkd thm of Judah, 

and perlMpi the bofy bo^ benikfe they were inlc- 
^ JMumenc of dkala» : in richet, and be- 


Jofl^us tell ua, 
Sokpinbit iata ap 4m bn** 
^ arlucii 


om the crown never flaid ia 
one fiiiii% Itbove three or four 

i(i). 


li» ' ^ 

^ Tho 


The wmen iMd thetr bodi -for 

privacy, TO tlwy wfoohNI «hei>: fiftem natkfflu 

and fM fegd which fechided then from foe 

reft foe fom% for a fone^ jfodug which, jiwse ^ne 
permitted to ufe rf focir be#,ich«r¥, tafeies, ©r aiw 
other part <jf foeff furniture or utenfiia. Atf the frniai,, 
of a houfc we« uhliged to be ex<i»»ifog dnsfaf in foie 
particular 4 precautiutia from whi^ <fhe poordpt fo«t wre 
nt>i: ezemjptcd. Upoa thk w j^eU 48 

otbera, Aey likewife lbfi«d >li^^ 

bathing in ev^ houfe. Their Jfoo^. iife,*^foe hea 
flnddiynefc of the country, made waftW Jjfcewifcjie. 
ceflary. fa order to ^irefeve foe 4kin linobth and fop. 
pie, they ute4 to anoint ibemfelv^, eiti^ uiL, 
ointments, more pr lofsjjoft-ly, acdbii^ing to dreara* 

ftanccs, but ^uerally perfumed* 

The arts in which the Iftaelitoe foiefly diftinguifoed TMrmrt, 
thei^elvM were foofe of war, hufoendiy, pocti?, and W/ra*i. 
rnuQc. The firft was in a mainer natura) to foeatt. We 
IhaU not venture to fay faow much foey had learned of it 
in Egypt j but whoever obfcrves foe rcgularorderof fodr 
encampments, fatr^hing, fighting, and retiring, udder 
the aufptces of^Mofes, muft allow him to have been as 
eiperienced a general as Miy of bis time, and his people 
as well trained -np in the militoiT art, as any of their 
neighbours. » 

^^th refpc& tofoeir generals, i^iefoer judges, princes, 

'”^ 1 ®®*’®*^ afoed under them, their warlike deeds 
Will te^ntodtioned in their prt^r place in foe fequel of 
this hifton } and as to the Mopfo, though their courage 
wanted often to be fopported by sit, yet we may fty that 
their men weie aU trained to war, tt leaft tfo Ifofol's 
teifto s for ^do not read of any regular troops before 
hat time. 13H foen, asfoon as t^r rakrtbad refolr^ 
tipon a war, vehether ofienfive or defenfive, foe fommont 
feto to erery upon srfiich all fit to bear atm 

were ob%ed.to repair to tfo; place of lre>>deaTOU% ffok 
fwvaions for a month ; here n mtifoi 
n^tor wto out according tn the prdeat exigence, 

^ foe reft and ea foon ae foey had aceS^ 

tnent .tqlOl^ focy jettntwd esery .me.io hia 

y? efoerwK^wt naft^j jmi. 

eifoM Ofiftnfiw tor defitofive; foe fonnee esenfifted^ of 
foeaia, jawfina, Uowa and mMi, add fiUws. 

^ M toto^ 

“ 0g artddt 



jm$ 

upon tke tiiighV Ve ^cad aifo of two- 
«a for Atif jadrcHnsj t^ey feem rather to 
'hsfCt * Mad of ihdtt darta, fuch aa that which Said 
fhiwjat David ‘‘i 'They ware HIcaiMfe very expert in the 
fling, 1^9 appeare from David's killing Goliath, and from 
whai w recorded of the inhabitants of Gihcah, that they 
hit within a hair^a breadth*/ Their defenfive weapons 
were the helmet, Ihicld,' hreafl^plate, coat of mail, and 
target! fome wore even greaves upon their legs. We 
flnd'^ l^fcription of complete armour in that of Goliath ; 
but is probaMc that tnefe were mote common among 
their neighbours than among the Ifraelites, at Icaft before 
David’s reign \ for we find that in Deborah’s time there 
were found neither (hield nor fpear among forty thoufand 
that fotight againft Sifefa*. 

However, it is certain that they became more common 
after they had recovered their liberty under David and 
Soloropn j'' and in procefs of time, Uzziah is faid to have 
provided a fufficient quantity of all thefe kinds to fumift 
his army Wdth, though it confi^d of upwards of three 
hundred thOufand men. Tbcfc arms were commonly 
made of brafs, fometimes alfo of iron, ftecl, and other 
materials". 

In fo mountainous a country, cavalry could be of no 
mat fervice; and therefore in the more early times 
they did not encumber thcmfelves with any. Abfalom 
te the firfl we* read of, that made ufe of them in his 
jcvolt againft David% but hi$ ill fuccefe, and lofo of the 
rattle, Ihews that they were of no other fervice to him 
dian m fadiitatc* Mis flight. Solomon did, indeed, fend 
for a confide rahh^ number of horlcs from Egypt, with a 
iSImkts, pi<ipoitronahlc number of chariots 5 but fiyme think that 
hetlid' it rather for jgrandeur than ufe i and indeed the ex- 
pwee fb fai< outweighed their fervice, that his fucceffors 
. contented thcmfelves with hiring them of the Egyptians 
upon any exi^ncci infomuch, that RaMhakch made 
,mdr of them'a pretence fpr telling king Hezekiah, 
jft denfiim, that if he fliould lend him two thoufand 
horfea» none of hta f^je& were capabte <st riding them, 
Erm nil whidi paiticuhurs tt appears, that the Israelites 
<»d pot moeh regard eithep charts or horfes^ 

TW text calls them chariots of iron, b^duib their 
Meek, mid axles were aim,^ feythe^, 




t» the . 


We are toU Aat thef «' fitfti^iHie trite of 

from wnriucring tliofe cr^ tliat nrens in tW plains 
where fiiua m«^binea do moft execute. Beider the 
terror they were apt to ftrike into the by bein? 

plapedateM the f,^t of the line of tettle, they newr 
failed of breaking the ranks, and fontetittMa of puttine 
the adverfary to a total rout; ft that drew was no way 
of preventing it, but by either killiiig rhh horfes before 
their too "hear approach^ or by opening a patee to die 
chariots. It 19 likely the Ifmlitci becaiie ylrj weM 
Ikillcd in both thefe expedients, feeing they fo often cn* 

gapd them, and ftill came off with viaorys 

The Ifraelites had no regu hr forces bcitore Sanfs time 5 erwr. 
'and he IS mentioned to have maintained but fbw ftauding 
troops, fcarce a handful, in coirfparifon to that prefdiaious 
number which David enrolled, amounting to above two 
hundred and eighty thoefand (B), befides die Cherethkes, 
and Fclethite 8 ,-who were ftrangers in that ttionarch^B 
pay®. 

The army of Ifrael was, in the day of batde, drawn up war, 
in twelve feparate bodies, according to the number of 

»» 1 Chrou. xiriii. ven ult. xxvii. paC 


fp 




Thturt^ 


(B) The book of Chrooictes 
tells us that he had twenty -ibar 
thoufand, which came regu- 
larly upon duty eveiy month 
throughout the year, under 
thclrrcfpeaiveoffceraj which 
being therefore malciplied by 
twelve, amountB m two hun- 
dred andeighty-c^thouland, 
^ All thefe were not only coo- 
tinued on foot by his fon So- 
lomon, but an additinn was 
*^adc to thm of a predij rious 
numberef horfes and chariots j 
infomuch, that he is tecoided 
have had forty thoufend 
nails for hia charkie«horfei,^ 
befte twelve thoufand hoifet 
lor his cavaliy, or llfe-gtet, 
and fourteen hundred enuiota 

tour hundred thouiand men: 

hw double te niteeri of 


which five hundred tlte^nd 
wercbkilled on the fpot by the 
army of J udah. Such was alib 
that of his fon Afai which 
confided of almoft fix hundred 
ihtHifand roenv when he dif- 
comfired that of Zerah, king 
of Ethiopia, amounting to a 
million. But the greated 
ftanding army we read of, be- 
l<m^g to any of .the Jew^ 
kinp, was that of Jeholhajihat. 
conning of eleven hundred 
and fixiy thoufand, .Xlt dith of 
valour, and prepaiied foir 
bcfidcs tbofe which l!ie kept in 
faia garrifons threughouc the 
kutgaom. To thel^ w® ®ay 
add, that Uxaiab hufodu^ 

^nea^ whid^ Uag placed on 
the walla and in the towers, 
threw arrowi* other elESnifiue 
M att er, to 



trifarf J 




ffes, atmlr fit^k SitBf undo: it« itQ^ive 
4>ficier or l^dbr.^ ma^r j^ge froia their xncdiod 

of ntafdhmg and ^catofmieof, wc «iaj ofaclitde they 
^cWerved a rcguhtr fvftem in their order of battle, their 
attacks^ i«treatflj and owy milttary evokitioiL 
W^Ojread that David ^iCeitained a oon&derable atimber 
of thofe troopa, whoarc faid to hare been ambidexter, 
exceedmg force of afpea, and fwift ' of fodt \ The 
Jews addf that they placed behind the ranks Ibme of the 
Houcelt fdbakems, armed^with feythes and axes, to cut in 
pieces thofe that ofored to give ground ; but we arc ftill 
to learn how ^cy dlfpofed of their cavalry, after it became 
in ufc among them- 

In the bcgmrnng of thb Jcwifli monarchy, their kings 
nfed to %ht ori foot j at leaft we do not read 6f any horfes 
Of chariots nfed by them t^l a Ifog time after klmr Settle- 
ment r and it is very ^obable, that thefc took thtHr rife 
from thofe alKanccs which the kings of Iffacl and Judah 
wre ofton iotwd to make with tfo i^ptians, Syrians, 
ind othef natiofo 5 confoipons wbkh laid them nndcr a 
nccclTity of appearing at the head of their armies with 
VMdff. fuitablegrandeur and magnifoenee. The officers of war 
under imesa confi^ of>tfae head or general of the ar- 
my (A)j the ptincOh or?! generals of o«h tribe { the 
comiriandierB of iiltQuiSoda, of fenndwsds, of fifties, of 
tens, a^ of thre^ j thm fcrihe^ or niuacr-maftcrs j 
and Ifftfe their foterim. orinfpeaora, oi;,a« otheis think, 
aikiudd^^^rovoilsi or nuni^eiv to- infiiff giUutbments on 
. ,aQ delinquents. . ',i. 

Teadf/eed » nu^ not to find any trades ok laanufaflurcs 
anmeg the Jews before SoiomonV timfe except fuch as 
W«. aaHtSirji and eaen th«fo msmeatried on 

fn a diipaKnt my foun ^at pnfififod Jh other great na. 
tiofis.. ^}iity' their own botd^>^' their wiycs and 

foryants fpuor a^ nade tbesT doatliii, baked Aeir 
"•*ad> attS dr^ed their meat. ll^'ITra^tes wore tong 
foofe tttiifot anddntsrers, mM|lfj^^li■el^ «xr to tllebody,. 

d^ Arew»l(»fe |ah^ of tight 

,.5T»e beauty of 

sad 

b' i. 





jrolliiw ;.»jM ^ piaaid)i» «imI ^ soft Mtmmimiv worn, 
was a.-wf 0 Batumi oOkMir of tfa« 

lin^ ai^i vo^ atiid «aw)d be tBotexafiif walhedi UPM 
which,accoim k is «v^ i>ecoB>iiM:iHleii Iw Sdomon •. 

oovedng tbey woic .«p«a their (madst but the 
u not known | aether jma we toQ what fort of 
Itockffl^ thejr,i|fodi/lmt infteail of Oioea, when thep 
wcBt^^Wdi, wore aluodof fandal of wood, feather, 
or ptl^ faftened to the upper part of the 

the greateft part of wbkb, feowierer eras left uncovered, fo 
that ^ fe^uent wafting of their feet became seceiTary. 

The^drefs of_*he womei^ efpccially of the rich, was in* 
deed colons, bcscanfc 4icf beftoin^d mm)t oma- 
HMT^ HjBoti k, chiefly ne^lcrwork, whidi was ftifl 
own iH-dir^cCv TJiey wore jewels gold 
and v -out 9 , greai deal o£ ihat finery /^was ts^onght At 
from and more mi^ht be eafilf added to itb as 

theyyenla«ge4 without eutertaining any 

artifts : ho^yey, it is not ira|irohahlc, that they hadfrmc 
of tbefr# as jkell as ieyoral other riph ftuS and linen, 
from Ty^ in exchange for dieir com, balm, and otbex 
commi^ties s y*f|%eci^y/ almir Solcma^^^^ time, when 
pride diid feaury grew m fuch a heighti tbit Ifkiali fpent 
almoft a whole chapter in eaunlerating oo^ly oima- 
inents with which that frx nfcd to deck thmnfrlves in his 
time*} concerning which, however, it were impoffible to 
^^tflfrrahfe id^ there uied Wog un- 

it' 

r J?w.:****f ^ bit ob- notbn of k complete Jewefi'a 
fenned from it, ikaf they were dnafr, woe we fiiitp that they 
Very curtoof in adoroiog their had not by that dme mixed 
headi, . aimi, and ibnte of w BidijdoaUh firihicNi 


that they worn fomc land of 
oe«iqjiem.ahout.^i^ 

which i^ma^ou^cal Oh 
^c^ m thetr' fiefiB 
«ydeli (i) awie jwiwiwy 
"*d to Imie 

«n»esi'-iawl''j|i(e .ffdodh'- 'and 


with it. However, we have a 
mm authentk ddetip^ of 
thefimude gob io the propbec 
£w^fi wjidtt the Jfo^ 
ommis 'ompatttd to a poor 
nahei and &pldi urooiao, 
hdnkna .Ood out of pSiy- m 
jolidae^ 


; T' “TT- iHOWWiat .cmwii- 




O/ffe 

nm« 


yiflffffiy 



;iW» 


nthy. 


i^oiy ef the Jews 

It^h not zpptsar, hoveytr, that they gave into thi'i 
Mccfs-of fincty before the latter end of David’s life-, till 
then a wenderfol cecoBomy fecms to have reigned in every 
fmily, nodcr the vives at home, and the hufbands 
abroad. But the immenfc treafum which that monareh 
amalfed, having infpired him with a defire of building a 
lumptuous temple, a number of artificers was thereby in- 
troduced, fuch as carvers, mafons. tarpcntera, joiners, 
sold and filver fmiths, founders, and all manner of work- 
men, ui metals, wood, and ftonei and thefe brought in 
many tohera, without whom they could not fubfift. Hia 
Ion oolomon built feme ftately palaces as well as the 
eniple; and thefe occafions pn^ably gave his fubjefts 
uch a relifh for his more elegant way of building, that 
-he number of workmen itfultiplied more and more. 

PMtry is, perhaps, the only art in which the Hebrewi 
exceUed. It had this advantage, above all others, that 
the authors feem to have confecrated it wholly to the 
honour of God, and adapted it to the fcrvicc of the 
temple. No wonder then, if not only their law-giver, 
but their monarchs, judges, prieAs, and prophets, men 
and women, have endeavoured to eternize their memories 
by ^twal performances ; witnefs the two fongs of Mofes. 
thofe of %bor?h and Hannah, the whole book of Pfalms, 
tbeCaMideSjthe Thamfcfgiving of Hezekiab, the book of 
Job, agreat partof the pr^het ffaiah, and the Lameirta- 
feblimity of fentiment and es- 

Though the HeWew poetry is generally admired, there 

islcarce a ^int more debated, or lefs poffiUe to be de- 
tcrinuwd, than the nature of its metre, and cadence. Sc- 
pretended indeed to very fip- 
m this intricate province 5 but they have 
Other bad the modelty to conceal them from Hhc worid, 

Imcn, anited her head with a 
crown, or rather mitrci fuck 
to that of Judith, and put a 
jewel upon her foiehead, a 
«% chain about her neck, 
upon her etr- 
in her eiara, and 
mfKm: ]i^ , 

,add the veilp k 
m BeHpnue, 
and was very neceffiny m thole 
bothm FMfeyc th^;. 


compldcioa ^and the chaiaaer 
ff wonaen,’ it being clieenied 
hi^Jy hnmodc^ for them to 
iwpear without it; but whe- 
ther It Was made of ibme fuch 
tianfpin^ ihsm like gautc, 


might fee their 
Way at the 

ftnift tsn^ ci^ finne 
hodi of thew beauty 
omameatl, gr othenwfe* m 
dchfiraii^ 



to tit C^knty. 

or tWfe who have veitturcd te puUifh {hw lucubratiotis^ 
have only provoked more learned antagoniils to expofe 
their weakneis and vanity. The truth is, that thofc who 
have made any attmnpta this way, hAvc* been forced to 
ihift, alter, and overturn the order, the words, and punc- 
tuation, and fometimes the vc^ fenfe, in order to re- 
concile the text to their chimeras. This is a liberty which 
a learned modem ® has taken, almofi in every vcrle, in a 
diflertation published on purpofe to ptove, thkt Hebrew 
poetry was written in rhyme, like that of the French, and 
other modern natiotls. He takes the liberty to lengthen 
or ihorten the verfes and fylkblCs, as he thinks 6t, with- 
out obferving any other rule or proportion than the jingle 
of the laft words ; infomuch that there is not, we will 
not fay with Calmet, any of l^ully's Orations,* but we may 
venture to affirm, any chapter in the Old Teftamcnt^ 
which may not, by the fame method, be reduced to rhym- 
ing verfe. He ought rather to have faid, that the rhyme, 
in thofe poetical works, was not only altogether acci- 
dental, but almoft unavoidable^ Thofe that are ever lb 
little aeqainted with the Hebrew grammar, know, that 
the terminations of,verbs, and even of nouns in the plu- 
ral, and the juniSlion of the pofleffive pronouns to both of 
them, are fo alike and uniform, tl^at it would be more 
difficult to write a poem in blank verfe than in rhyme. 
But, what feems to overthrow his whole hypothefis, there 
is no rhyme, but what is plainly accidental, in all the 
acroftic, or alphabetic pieces now remaining ; fuch as fe- 
ver al bairns, the Lamentations, and fame few other 
pieces, where the length of the verfe is determined by the 
firft letter of it, and where, confequendy, the liberty of 
tranfpodng and altering the meafure is quite taken away. 

The truth' is, our %oorancc Of the true pronunciatioa 
of that abclennt tongue, which, for aught ajf^pears, baa . 
been loft ever fince the captivity, makes it morally ini- 
pt^ble to determine any thiitg about it, with any cd^ 
tainty 5 becaufe, without it, we never can be fcnfible of 
the length ot ihortiiefs of the fy liable^. Or of the harmony 
hf woi^ds and verfes, in which a great of thc^ 
beauty cQnhft& . Had we indeed the i^e helps in dtif# 
as we have in ihc Cktefe and fliould 

have attained an i^ual knowiedge of Its quan^ and 
aEietre, and, of the emiftni£lioa and cadence itsverle; 
thoa^ iti» probable^ wenad^t not have found 

» Ska#, OnkrwC «$%. 


doboncte 



if the 

flMkir ^iie' '^|t ^ 4% 'Other :': i#|i^ ' ^ 'lec 
fhi^iUnor lliiil Iti^a^i^ fa nianf 

1^^:1104 isijwi^, that it wii wtiteh withpat meafure^ 
oar f«^rf^ fC). Oa the other haod, to hear 
&eie aiDtaeiit aothoi^ both Jews and Chriftians, fuch aa 
Jplephiitf ^nd PhUo, Or^eni En§Mm, imd St. Jerofh, 
eg^ate onthia hdg«a:, would be smi to think, diat 
both the ^nuine froniaMdaiMni of the IhK^w, and ail 
the mka « that poetry lidd been preferlEed to their dine, 
give >«f foeh f^ecife ai^eounts of every poetical piece 
in *he Tefm^nt. Thus, according to theitii the 
two longs of Moles were written in heroic verfc^ die 
PfalfOs Were of a intaed fort, trimetera, pentafneters* Ind 
foiacrijnes heiamcterB ■ (D). But we rather think With 

. the 

« Jofepb. Ant. Ub. li« ew. uk, lib. iv. cip. ult. Hb. vii. cap. lo. 
Phil, in ^it> Mof. A i%. de Vtt» Contempiat. ad. Orieen. ab, 
Btiieb« Prepar.iiht xi*.oap.». or 


(C) One would think, in- 
deed, that Scaliger had never 
heard of any modets Hebrew 
poetry, how common focBncr it 
w, when he t^, that neiiher 
that toxigue, neg the Syrtac, nor 
the A rabk;, wbr^ fuch 

a opnlbdint ; &r it is p^in, even 
fromthorerpectmens tW Bug- 
lorf has given us, out of 
feme of the pbetiew rabhier, 
that ft IB da regular as any we 
Bnst, either In^^ieelc or La- 

dn ^ axid oqinfe^ub^P, that 

the H^wewiit as c^ble of 
the IkriStell nietic rules as they, 
If we he iwnsdd .hifoni^ 
the quant^ot dw i^lhdjles. 
We miw ao|, that have 
bm |o far from ' 'thmkkig 
niette and quanri^ too mat 
a that they have jomed 
shut of ^me id it; which, 
whether it he atif lirnduhent or 
dwi, it aeweitfidelb a eusiSne* 
neat lb gitit wt 
^ as k si m oato 
:rfor dw..ishjBsdt''iAMOf|p 
-Be^ 'ttvdpji^ 
diiitt ^ ^epjdbpi^l^; 



brew poetry was coi?6ned to 
fome certain rules and re- 
Hraints, though unknown to 
US, becaufe in many of ihofc 
works we Bnd fome letters re- 
tpenched, and ptherB fuperadd- 
ed, in order to lengthen or 
(horten the verfes or the fyU 
Jables, or^o give a fweeter 
cadence to them. 

(t)) St- Jerdm has ventured 
. to be fttli more particular, and 
to tcM us, that the fongs of 
Maks, the books of Ikiah, 
Job, and others, were hesame- 
ters and pentameters ; that the 
Pfalms were iambic, 

and alcak,^ ajfter the man- 
ner of Horace and Pindar ; that 
the Lamentations were of the 
lappbic H^ j and m his me- 
fice nv the book of Job- 
he fays, ‘^uit from the third 
teifedf dim Udiid ehaptei^' the 
^ m me^ betkmeter and 
petismmier. eonSBiiig hf 4ae- 
km; thon)^ |m 
if ^ftSum 

. . other . 

wSe», 

VdMMlgl: 



to 


&e madtera^ thtt lAe mateft pm of them, 

«?en tbofe tiro folonn pieces trf Mb^ were rertainjy of 
lyrre kind, compo^ and fet tp mnric, fwhe in an 
alteftwte mapner, acooqipaiiied with thfe foimd M dieera 
initrume^ and with dances fiiitdbic to the mafic, as 
we fhall fiiew under die Jiext head. ' * . 

•Jn the mean time, diongh we witiiti^tyexciifh ourfdves 
froiMntcriBg into the m^nf the csidfe, niiether or not 
the Hebrews were the jfirft iiiyeiitors - erf poetry, becaufe 
w cannot tell how much of it they may hare broniiht nul 
of £gypt t yet we cannot fmhear taking notice of the 
v^ty of the Greeks, who attribute the lyric kind to 
t^teus.j whereas, it ia plain* that it Ws ufed amonn 
t^ Jews at die (^c of the exod, frcmi the piece which 
mofes compofed immediately after their pa&ge throuch 
the Red Sea, npwards of two hundred years nefore Or- 
phciw, who is Md to hare gone a ftrtoling to the Arifo. 
nautic war, that is, at fooneft, about the time of Gideon r. 
It there IS any dependence tO be placed on our fyftem of 
chronology, . * 

Of the xnUGc, with which they uled to accompany and 
cnbvcn their poetic performances! wc know attic but 
frbm conj«aurc, Wc read of eight or ten.ftringed in^ 
Itrunaents in vogue among them 5 ofthc nd>cl and kinor* 
which we conjcaurc to be like the lute and harp ; and 
from which, perhaps, tbe GAcks had their nabla and 
cinyra. They had Ukewife f^veral kinds of Dnnd-inftruw 
ments, fuch as the trumpet, flute, and what modem ver- 
lions call the or^n. *^0 theft they joined the drum, and 
perhaps the kctUe-drum8(D)- ^ 

r S« Upier’s Anntli* Sir ifaac Wftrd4c^^ 


chough flin more IrMukr, 
yet pr^erve a dmnee 
aod haippay, ^ hever fiiM of 
l^ing thpft ju«%ei 

of the rules of poetry. Henv- 
ever, with refpe^ to Mofti^s 
<oiig^ Dwtemuomf! hcibmis 
fuberK^j^edorgb^ or corma 
Wftftf , ft aw^pti^ (5) ; 

flgrp, tfttt k i Wftii in 
mfte lof ftet. 

'of .idie 




omicemiog whicBwe own ou|> 
ifdmwhoUyiii^darL 
therefori^, we caii fty of hh^ 
nod of theft lear&cd 
is, thattheypyevf thdr bare 
word for ch^ fty; for 
none of ftemy has lb 

for as tOgm tn any proof pi 
e^ofijplecgft Ibthft t&ereA- 
dor Ji ft Eteiiy to lake it or 

has cakfti 
ftme paw tfaatilio 



IfidPt^c to lo^ge of ^dic cxcdle»c« 4f the Hcbitir 
imiili^; iv&m the ivondei ful ^St6ts it had uptm Saitl in hb 
moft m^lfthc^oly and ^iftnidecl moodsi and in calmit^ the 
fonlff of (irophetfii f^nd fitting them for divine ini|»fa« 
tion, we muft own it had much more energy than any 
thing of the fame nature which the modems have com- 
|Ofed. Tilic fame indeed, have been aferibed to 

the Grrecian mufic ^ and the moit barbarous nations have 
been, and ftUl ai^ tranfpqrted by fpccics of mufic equally 
harfli and defcftive. 

From the llyk of fevcral of the pfalms, and the fre- 
quent tranfition from the firft to the third perfon^^ the 
mufic feems to have been performed alternately, one part 
of the chorus anfwering to the other at proper fianzas 
and divifions, not unlike the choirs of our cathedrals \ 
What other improvements they might have made to this 
art, which we arc wholly ignorant of, b not fo eafy to 
guefs at, aa how and when they might be loft. 

What has been ,faid of the Hebrew mufic may be alfo 
fuppofed of their dances 5 namely, that thofe of a religi- 
ous nature were generally more grave and fdlemn than 
their other fubjeasj but whether confined to rules, or di- 
refted only by cuftom and imitation, whether circular, 
as is gencrdly fuppofed, or of any other form, we can 

* Bedford's Dircoiu^ on the Hebrew Mufic. 

# 

tzilzele, which our vcrficm, ' incapable of any regular har- 
after the Septuagint, renders mony, though, in its etymon, 
tymh^U^ were only a couple it figaifies alovely mfirumem, 
of hollow demi-globea of brafs, from hi^pib, tolwt^ dcU^kifty 
or fome oth^ tinHing doatufm, 

about im in wneter, The ^ifiiim, one of the 

which they wd IP Ihake ^one tnfinuneutB widh wUch the 
againfi,«uodw, lile u of women came to meet^ul, and 
cafianets, bwufc we fiqd (bme which die Septuagint tranfiate 
fUch infinmwiits to Imve been lytniafa^ St. Jerom Jlftra^ and 
in ufe among the ancient, our verfion in/hMmmij 
and becaufe me root taalaid fct ii fui^pfcd to have E>een 
often ^%Dtfies to uWt, The of a tmu|pilaf figu^, through 
hugab, which we tranfiate whkhwmftnu^ a pafcelof 
9rgau^ tt thought to have been ring^ fp that the inttfunien^ 
no more than a raw of fiis or hmng wkh a i&k, or 

eight pipes^ of dBJcreht IcnEjha &ak^ by the hand, made 
and notea, ph^ by paffipg dbeiia^firike a^aioft it and 

aMher^ «nd piwdimed 

dhaalptHEBi it muftbayetseen mefedimii* 

only,; 



to tie 

onlf bft tbolfe of other a»dent naticm«- Bot ercn 

thiV Wng Coiijc^ur% and not worth n farther enquirj, 
wc ihall pa^« to another fubjed' better known to n«, refer- 
ring the rcjidcfa for a more full account of the Hebrew 
poetry^ mutic, &c. to the authors quoted in the maigia •• 

Of the Langm^e^ fFritingf 4mi Lt^rning af thi 

Tlieir tongue was the Hebrew, fuch as we hare it in Hebrew 
the writthgs of Mofes, We are far from thinking that it 
was fo calleH from Heber, in whofe family alone it had 
been preferred in its purity, as the parent of all the reft, 
according to the opinion or fomc authors. We fhall not, 
therefore, repeat what has been faid already concerning 
the confufion of languages in general, and the uncertainty 
of that notion, which iuppofes ttie Hebrew to have been 
the mother of all the reft; but content ourfelves with giv- 
ing fome further account of its genius, and particular ex- 
cellencies, from the confideratipn of which that fond opi- 
nion arofe. 

Though we allow the preference to the Hebrew in this 
refpedl, yet we have already proved etymologies to be too 
uncertain a foundation to build upon 5 if, therefore, this 
*laft has any advantage over the reft, with refpeft to its 
being a mother, rather than a daughter to any of them, 
it muft be upon account of its fimolicity, it;8 purity, and 
energy, notwithft|nding its natural barrennefs of words, 
over and above its great affinity to all the ancient 
tongues (P). 


5* Vide Mercer, 
& al. 


Skikard. Meibom. Gomar. Le Gero, Calmer, 


(P) It muft be owned, how- 
ever, that fevcral leam^ cri- 
tics hare obferved fome defe^ 
in it, SB we have it now in the 
Scripture, which plainly fliew 
that if it was the orlmnal 
tongue, and the parent of the 
•reft^ It muft hare iudbredmany 


lowed all IxMjtB that ha 
three letters, befides vd 
fcripiural words, whq 
are entirely loft, 
thb is plain from th 
we have IHll extant, that from 
Mbfea’s time, to the Bahylon- 
iiheaptivi^, it Ooncinudi the 



<^hanges, fuch as the lof^g ^ fame, without a^ vifible im 
great nudiher of ^ p^iSve ptovethent, or, Indeed, with^ 
i^tHandidibnv, fmd jtdopdmg out a&ty eitto &r 

^hQfeofftruigetuitosCil^'Of 
‘hiinunfliw 

(0 & VMbftili^^ Or. MGi in 

Knm§, 0«iiNte;€tuMr.HmOwA H 




W Al Sir as in^jmdeiiUadt aii4 m ^etio jiwgc ur ac 

tUs grtat diftaiiocy airi V welsvc of 

it is aa^ exaair 

€Ofifonaab& to the wampt finkpfidtf IJebtev^ pa-v 

tmr^s ; ^6rdA Goxici£s> et^feffiie, detivcd 
from a imail nuhibeeof looto, yeti the ftsdied 

eompofition pf the GredL and I^|aWl/'Ung]jla^• It has 
the happleft and ricbeft fecundity, in its veras, of any 
tongue either ancient modern y which arifea fi^ the 
vari^^ and deification of Its c^ai^^Os, (bm^ of which 
even smply a whole phrafe, and canhot be well ezprefied 
in any other language without cirCumlocuti<m ( (^}i^ It is, 
indeedi far oljberwife wkh their way 6f writing } though 
wc fhould allow it equally cafjr and natural to wri^ from 
the right to the left, a&!mcy cUd, or from the lefr to the 
»ri|bt as the Greeks, Romans^ and modjcms do; for 
whether we take iit to hfPirc been tte ^me with the pre- 
fent charaflerj in whieli wc have me facred books^ which 
yet is univerfsdly now allowed to have been the old AlTy- 
lian, hnt introduced only fmcc the Babylonifh capiivitj ; 
or wtether we believe it to have teen the old Samaritan, 
which has been preferv^ only m fomc few medals, and 
in thov^amafatan^ Penta^ueb, fpre it is^ that the former 
feems iwthertoh^ebeen Gontrivcxl beauty and expe- 

dition^ wbi% the oth» is the farthefi from eitherj 
and is, perhapit the^ofl; ui|cppth unnatural, the 
mod puzzling and un^hlly, that everwas inventedi info- 
much that itisfeateW credible, that fo judicious a per- 
Jfon asJMofn was, wpuld ever hawe made nfe of it, if he 
had Ici^Wany bett^ ^ af that fime. thii the reader 
will befi; judjte of by die alphal^ following, in which 
he wtUifeefi^cieht remon to jufttjfr Ezra, and thofe who 
changed it for Af more commodious Myrian. 

r - 1* * .1 ^ ' • 

(0^ Thnii ftr ua^ance, ooi^gatiaa OEiiid^ a^atrbex- 
ukvfi pcwacontnnjieit^oradfioD, 

tteft vaii'iekrfe^ i^vraod 
or sr It tf as or caufe to 

c a q h»tt | ;’ty/<|e^ hud'p^tppMiOB are 

' ^ulactdt 
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. Jhat this is the ex«a «i^nber and order (tf their ]^ti^ 
tf demotiftri^ fioin tfaofe acsoftie iliiecui bodb in the 
Haims nM .tmt &f or whokv^e. 

^wry mher verfi^ htt^ttridi Oiw nf die& letters fuc 
®OT«ly. ft is IBien^ nntmC^ ogreed, that die Sa- 
«t«.d4ef die fa«e» or seiy near ie^ sriih 
S® 1??*®“*®^* “•*** «iEar*om impndidde, that 

fothatJUdfe^ who 


Hiw 



in hh 

^aVa In iti#t fhairi^ter % Sir tfeinka 

that he had it trbm the Midiabites ® $ and wc have, in more 
pkcca thwHome of th^ biftoryi^ cc^cjnded it hi^hlv pro- 
bablc/that not only thcjf,,hjit aU fading ncighoonrs, 
had the art of wrltme vtny early j 'ifhough it be not'polli- 
ble to determine wh^her ejekh natlim had a peculiar cha- 
ra^Slcr of their pwn^ or the fame in comtnon to them a 11^ 
much lefs to aibribe the invention of it to its true 
authobiiK)- \ ’ 

/' \ , / ■ liow- 

Vyld#i)butarclu lib. de t>KiUon. Soccat KircbeT# VolT. CapeJ- 
£e al idiah. cfcbronol. p. ito, 


{R} ' iHie Sabean» proddBe 
a book, which they pretend It6 
baVc been written byAclain,^e 
chara^l^ of whtbh ^though Af- 
ferent frocn all athct«<'i ), might 
have glyyn the hint to thpfe 
alpbabefs that h4^ fince been 
uied« Bur as thbir authority 
Weighs but little 1n this point, 
othera h4ye^ awtibiited it th 
Seth , upon the authority pf ’ 


tory of that nation* Among 
theib' hdl^ fonitr believe; that 
the $r^. writing was that upon 
the AiW thb1ea$ Mid that,' con- 
fequently^ God did firft ihew 
it unto Mofes, who taught it 
tp Aaron, Jogupa, and the 
fevejnly elders* Moft of the 
Jews are of this opinion, and 
fome of them add, that there 
was an alphabet engraven alfo 


Toiephu^ who tellt uS| _that upon the tables, along the 


he cauied his aHeonoiuica! dif- 
cover ies tq be tmgraven upon 
two pilUrL deiil^ed p ccrntl- 
nue proof; oner ^al^uCl 

a<«f beic^Mfe 
Sr* Jud^-: quotes a prophecy 
of idlSjtl)^ whfdh A<^ 
mulf;hftife'.bcen^ down 

in cbK^^ ihtilehiiiofe 

prplwttr iJV iim&m : <ii*^ 
agabi joave, tt tui Nonh ind m 

' i yi’*'** iv..* 





margin, in order to teach 
him, and his %up1e, the way 
oF reding the Decalogue. B ut 
the fWv^e.of all this feems 
implied in the account which 
tb& law-giver has left of his 
reqialvi^gchore tables : he fays, 
inddul, that they w'ere written 
by'4^ Bnger, dt^ as t bc:ph ra I'e 
imuhes, by , order . apd di- 

red^ of God t but he hints 
noAajUg like hhs, bein^ taught 
toiwf^^hem, or his 

, . much 1^; that * 

US. to the 
be 

Wba^c 








opinion 

Aat thefSaih^an wa» iht anddit Hd.«w dt^aft^ ^ 

fc»e«ltearned men'’ 
*''® “«‘rary allalonp* 
but declared themielves for ^he Chaldee^ charaftefj 

'J Inhere they have been quoted for the 

oppofite t,ptn.on-m Among tbofe S le' cSaJs 

who hare declar^ thedlclres oq,d[iat‘ffd!i; ohe • hiiia taken 
an unfpeakabie deal of pains to prove the ChaldM cha 
rafter was the genuine alphabet of nature. Sfc 
ktter can be founded without dtfoofiBg the oreans of 
fpeech tdto an uniform pofition u^r the® fi^reTthal 

Thi mirfirtiiie [!, IhatilihMas rcjlinimi,, J 
...r ,lf, „ I, d... jS 

'“.rri *v* „ , ‘ ■''■«• 

plubet. Natur, F. M. B. Van HelmonC. A|. 


cafe. The reader may fee 
this point learnedly difcufled, 
in a late tr^ife on that fob- 
J . » ? which We ftiull refer 
him, for fear of digreffine be* 
yond our litnlts (4), 

(S) The miraculous pbwer, 
by w^ch they affirm the mid- 
dle uf the h and Q were fun- 
^rted, in the two table* which 
Maresbroiightfrom theMoutit, 
and ivhich they pretend were 
fnp-aycn quite through the 
tu plainly fliew* that 
theSama. 
"‘M, tmt tife Chaldee; be-' 

in the former, the O 
hath nAt-k:.— * 


they would have found fereral 
a^urers, which, though nei- 
ther definitive nor fatiafaftory. ' 
we (hall foecify. and anfwer m 
favour of the Qhaldeft. The 
imidlea, that we 
hsvc fliil otilf i^lunnjg 
vaus J (ihrimating thereby the 
hkehef* of the. to a onJ^mn with 
‘'*<l!®P'fo^.Wfhawti nameim- 
pheijte AembrSW) . ^^hereaa 
the Saroaiitan vau hat nothing 
in italkure that bears the leaft 
refemlilwce to it. The next 
intlmi(te«* that.it is (aid in the 
^ of Efther(j> tbatMor- 
dccai ipite tmio all thcoaeioaa 


wm» hath nXl.- ■ ^ 5 IF®** “ theoationa 

redu!r^i^ r®.i“ f«3<irdtpg to theiif writing md 

(l.«i J!!’!!':?* and tp die^Jwa 


^ral fopport. As to the paf- 

fe“««>ButofrheTaliP«d 

»b«t thatimae 

. L**. *hnt jlice adif. 

. ..... 

• 9 ^ , 

^ 31 enlirdif 


a((o,, according to their Ian- 
wminx.^ ex- 

bMw wit tOUbent fnatdiePld 

^ ii-^ueodlKtHfeMed, in. 



eitirdvtovcrthjoijm 

fOTth<? crtJicrfidei naij^^f, tfclat of the did Jcjwa fliehel 
iksjt feprefenfced, 



^ECEL OF hEAfLi a^d, 
on 9te ftvetfic> jBitosALEM the holt ^ not only In 
thi^S»iuurit«i tdisu^^^hut, as thei'e is Come reafon to fup- 
|mfei IQ the )^le£l of Jeruiklem (X)ii % the name ot 

Ifrael 

rod budding forth al- 

i«:ip ; ^ tod on the other, the 

JEdhmdosddtafti’ Etie the > "fdt Qf i 

|r#i: 

mdi 

Viilalnetotiklt ton eiQaito ' 

■ “ I r ' ' T r- “ 

the 

jto one iile IS 
tQ hvfv been Aanii' 


pdt W Jtol^. 1*Tlie letter* 
ndt being plaio 
jot todoufly con- 

kllURd to ibod for the name 
, o| <lod, off Ifbci, Dtoid, or 

wm round thofe two »*•» 

€W*P* 




t& Ae 

Iffacl ^ W ite W ten revolted 

tribee, teotei^ tjte* -W ^lo with Jerufafem the 

jioljr, which' te On the reverfe. Thtie are elfo.fome preg, 
hant proofs^ that It cohId not belong to the Saniaritaii* 
after the captivity; their hatred againft the Jews was 
grown to fuch rancour by that tiine, that they, would have 
ru)fcr^,a^ cbten^ij, ra&cr thim be forced to ftatnp fuch 
an tnicnj^tian upon coins, ^ ^ 

''pic reader may fee 4^ whot imuW^ 5n the 

authors quoted Dclow 3^4 fro which the SaftlatiUll^ cha- 
racter is prdiFed to Jiave been the anciedt HeVeMr, and 
not that Whkh has been, and is ftill, dfcd by tfe Jews 
and Chridians under that name. 

Thefe qhara^ers, notwithftanding thrir great af&nity 
to the did Phiocnician, if they he not Weed the ftme^ 
and the vaft pidgrcfs of this fetter Over the world 
would hayc been entirely loft, had they not been pre- 
feryed to us in the Samantan Pentateuch ; by the help of 
which, we have been able to decypher both the inferip- 

7 SiraoDi Calmeti Wli'iftoji, 


except a fmidl vaiiatipn of the 
character, and oithogr4phy bc- 
t^veed thofe extant coins, they 
plainfy anfwcr to thofe in the 
Jiiodern Hebrew, on the one 
lide, shekel ISR ASSr ; and on 
ihc reverfe, jerusualaim 
Hakadosha, Jtruj'gkn^ the 
^ ^ ^ • ' 

Thus then the argument In 
favour of the Samaritan cha- 
•■aClerB feema to amount to 
J demonftfadqp. We can fee 
out two lludg^ that c^n be 
e<fted it with any co- 

yur of ftafen; the firft is, 
hat <^fiddriog the notoiidiis 
‘heats which have been im- 
upon thp srorlii, with 
to coins. «nd medsit, • 
J'c flioufe be tCu^ of 
.be genubcoqfe 


tribes, which is more than pro- 
bable, from what we have ob- 
ferved above, of one fide’s be- 
ing [nferibM the feekel of 
IfraeL yet ih<y have 

at likely the ^ tribute- 

money, which the, S^aritafis, 
'or fptne of ^ Cai^nidih na- 
to David, 

Soldip^, or to feme of hit 
fuccdlciti. ^ Whet gives this 
latter opiofett a greater face 
of prdh^>Uiiy, is the diffbence 
of clferaider end oithogiiwpliy 
betwixt iliofe rani, whk 
caondt be ib w41 
fer, tf > we. fupfii^ dwmi tnlchw 
belonged to a. :£^e people, 
efe^Uy that of ifefieu But 
ir fevetar ni^esis of 



tiM ott tfedr a^ibace-ihoney, 
tojhdk ftf tbe res$» ^ *bii 


turn 







^|i wtiiith. hasihro^^^ light 

this, (jontraj^yj andW <^cr |ffed?^aa^ fnpiizh, 

of ho Itfi ulc in otl^ of ancient Tt^oiy. But 

tbpugh we no copi^ of t|iat book till WhV Acft 
two hundred years (Y), coh($muently no ItnqwTcgc of 
thbfe ftckdls till foiic we mull not tl^ink the 

Samaritan Pentateuch iciharbeijf unknown til] then, or 
that the Chaldee had nafed till that time for % original 
Hebrew chara£l:cr; Oh the cont^ry^ we find the former 
often mentioned by fome of the Others and other ancient 
authors* 5 tl>c greateft part of whom/cfpccially of the fa- 
tlierSf , were of opinion, that the Jews exchanged their old 
Samaritan for that more beautiful Chaldee, which is now 
in u[e with them, after their return from the Babylonifh 
captivity, whilft the Sarparitank chofe to prelcrvc the an- 
cient cnaradler* ffils ^inipii 'vyas like wife embraced by 


^Vide Orig. K^xapl. Hieren. in Etek, dr al. Eufeb. Cefar. 
TarJeaf. CytiU At^ Pilkep. fiyheell/ & ih 

(*Y) Archbidiop Uflier is writer wc know of j but who- 
thc ^rfon to whoni we are ever confidea^ the vaft inter- 
beboldch for the firft copies val between t(ie creation of the 
^ ^cr ^ brought Inio. w^rld, and ihe time in which 
Europe #^ the:; /reem^at men- he^i^rote, , ?he great iocreafe 
tion made of it m iwe of the of mankind^ their early coni- 
autboTS quoted above, would mercc, arts, and fdences, will 
not fulfcr him to, be at red, as hardly think the knowlcgc of 
hecxprcflfefl himftelf (i), dU he letters to be fo recent as that 
had pi^rcd five or fix of laWjpvfcr’s writingB. It will 
them from ’^riaa^d PaleiHne,^ be more reafonnble to divide 
and had carefOlly iStaei^hed the honour of that invention, 
thenit What hiaxilircrtAtions, and its gradual improvements, 
and tbofe^ of other learned men among more nations, and per- 
are, |X)n£ernjng that book,, is haps more ages than one ; for, 
to oMf pdrp^; the without all dodbt^ bad Mofes 
reader may cotifult the authors known it to have been the 
hereunder Quoted (?), With invention of one man, efpe- 
refpect to the ebaraiOer itfelf, ‘daily of one of the patriarchs, 
we ftafi not pre«^ he would not have failed rc; 

wd^ntr thePb<cidciahsb^ it cording him, as well as the in- 
^ Hebrews, 'o#' dSfefe ventors of mufif forging, and 



_ . '4 'Morim.Pdfc f ' 

. P.:5iwon. v/T: S«iitim«;j>w 

•4s) wute*i iKt, a *4; & leiiip. 3 ^; & M’t- 


maoy 



>.^li<s{e Samaritan copies 
were^u^ ioW) %/o^. by a far greater num^ 

ber, ftn,^ 4hefc a^ditiolnsd teft^oniee have come to light. 

There ia, iu)wevcr, a tJurd ckfe,‘:wbo have endeavoured 
to reconcile thfs diflfcircnce, , by affirnc\ing,^^^ the ancient 
Jews had two foita ojf ebaraaers* the facred and the 
vulgar} the firft of ^ which they, pretend was the Chaldee 
now in aib> and the latter the Samaritan ‘i but as they 
have gif pn no reafonhbhs prp0f for (uck t 4lttm£kion» it 
has becw jtiftly rd^ed as chiinciicaL 
It has Jik<fw|fc beifen a famous Wpute among the rktir 
learned> whether the IJchrews ufed any yowel letters} or /oiV/’#r 
whether the points, which are now called by that name, ww*/* 
were fubftituted inftcad of them; and, itfo, whether 
they are as old as Mofes, or iitvented by feara, or by the 
Mafloretes^Z)- it is not onr delign to enter into that 
fpacious field, of contrpvcrfy, which has excrcilbd the 
talents of the iHofi leaned qfitka of the two laft cen- 
turies, and is far from being as yet adjufted by thofc of 
the prefent. It will be fu&ciem, we hope, to acquaint 
our readers with the moft received opinions upon thofe 
two heads, and to refer them, for fjorthci fatisfadionj to 
the authors whJb have tret^ted on thefe fubje^ls ex profeflb. 

Astothe firft, it is now the general opinion^ that the 
alepb, he, vau, iod, and ain, ferved inuead of vowels, 
though they were fometimes omitted, pr, as the gram- 
marians term.it, underftood, ip ^bcir declenfions and con- 
jugations, and often varied in their (bund, and had fomc- 
times the power of confonants, as our j and v. Sure it ^ot adn^ 
is,, the Samaritaos never aidmilied pf any others, thotigh ud by thy 
they eafily Tcad their Hebrew P^tatcuch by the help of - 
their S^imafiian chara6:er. The fame bblcrvatidn will 
hold Whji relpcfl to tl^e Chaldee, Syriac, and i^rabic, 
which iafi did not be^^n to ufe potfits ttM fcveral centuries 
after Chrilt; nay, the Jews tnemfclvca ncyer admitted 
diem in their f^na^ogues, no not even to this day^ So 
that it Is pJain, notwithlbndipg the many objedmps itW 
have b^n railW, it m^y be, k ea%, ieid 
^hofe jqjfnm, which ifeem onlf invented for the greater 

• RHf Ah* 4^^ Po&d. Boateif. Co«kg. 



(Z}>teof] 

At whtt offle, 


iha^ideoe theywime, the 
learned have opt yei hcien able 
tadeteimuic. 


P4 


eaiie 



; aiitl Htc tiHic pfonimctatiDa 

#f tlit; i i wm e* i b th« >^8ip^itte» ai noir hai^a it, 
boie wodb baw one bttet' l»im ihan the reft, bdwrs 
fei^ bme at the bcginniiig, Sme in the middle^ and 
ili^c aiiliie end of a word ) ft>me are fiifpcnded, or ftand 
h^cf lit the line, andotbm Are turned u^de down, 
ipw/i* /The ant^uity and anthinrtty Of the pobts ia the next 
article in dtfpute^ Jews and ChriftiaoB have « been much 
^ dbided, one party attributing them to Mofea, and mak- 
ing them equally authentic with the tefct; and the other 
aferibbg them to Ezra, and the men of the great fyna- 

i ngne^ #11 the famous Elias I/erita **, a learned German 
ew» who dot^Hhed at Rome about the middlc of the fix- 
teentit c^tury, made it appear that they had never been 
m ufti till after . >the ftniClfbg of'the Talmud, about five 
btmdrud years after Chrift/ His book foon raifed him 
a cloud m adiver&riesf ^ both of hiA own nationi and of 
Chiiftiina*^ the two Buxtorfs, 

who produced feme Cafah^UlHcal books of great antiquity, 
ik Jcaft hoaft^ ai^ bch l^y the Jc^s, *in wiich there was 
^prefs mention of points (A) Thefe were anfwered by 
Ci^>ellwi'Uhd other odiiosi till Morenus, h^vmg examined 
a^ thstf ^i!^ ^bccii urged on both IMes, wrote nis lekmed 
diffcrtatioUtm i^^ fubjea^ agaihft which there has been 
nothing replied of any qonfequence ; whereas his opinion 
has l^en 'f,q^y«rially applauded and confirmed by thofc 

^ Eli. Levb prtffat* |. m MaA^sth Htttninafbr. 


(AV Tbife boob mfs the 

B^ir, Zobar^ and Kozri. 
Thp iirft is prided b bs'^e 
been nrritten a little before 
our Saviour’s time; and die 
ft^coad, which quotes and re- 
fers b it, nqi; mwh above a 
Athty after; 1Vi for the 
Koeri; t^Jewr will have it m 
be about mic chonfai^. nine 
huwidjyeari did, the |^m•^ 
berwa/ 
iW the king of 

^ , b ybu^tbe lSter: 

;#ajfc- #P pi^a^.ut»ife'Of twfee, 
latter -.Job aift. 
pie^ Utbai 


they |are the feme to tbe lettan 
ibai plqlibB #e to u mof^ 
woman, who ^rei not be fern 
wkhput^ them.*’ Weye the 
bqafi^ antiquity «f thefe books • 
unquclliduablc, tli^jie would be 
an end at once of the argu- 
meptj but the veracity pf the 
Jews^ In fuch matters, Is not 
CO, be irj^d upon. However, 
what huMdure of 

tbon^l^oml ^11 doubt U, that 
tWire Urt ^kgs in them which 
nus^^^ve^ be^ wntttn about 
* jrwrs after their 
• '‘Z juid none of 
if ef' been doored 
ittimc, 



tnat 



that hatir mne 4te In «nqdikt. 

Neither Ongetif nor 6t Jenmli ihdr i^tiren the ^ 

dk Talincul| aecordln^fio^ Ite 'matt MIhed 

till the Cemth OeiiturTflinew any diki nhr 

eren any of die Jevfii rahbies, that wtm duVing the 
eighth and niiith. He ailda, that the he 

met of them were in die arndngs of the tahldes Aaron 
Ben-Afhcr^hicf of the weftem, and Mo^ ftdti-Nephtk^ 
chief the eaftem fchool ; diat isj abont ^ the mid^ of 
the tenth cenmry *'(B)- ^ ' ^ > 

At the hime time thcfe dodlors fet abont invendng and Uktwifi 
fixing the giameiatical pointa^ the comma and full flopt tfugrimM 
to divide the periods and vcrfes, which tBi that dme had 
lain confufcd and undiftkgui&edj not only in the Serfei 
turc, but alfo in all the Other H^ew boOkafC), ThirW 
been alfo a very ureful Work to the wmrld| thotigh^few^ 

Chriftian interpreters have thoi^ht it neeeiary to confine 
themfelvea to their divifions. the conhraryi ihete ia 

B Vide Morin. BilTert. Bibik. Cafkl. Arcmn. Puaflat. U 
Distrib. Walton* Prologom, Dupin. VoiT. Wafmuth. & al, mult. 

(B) We Ihali fiibjoia a fliort number and all of them» one 
fpecimen of tbofe poioti« fin* or ta^ eacopM, 
the lake of our Enghlb maden. the letteTf ^ Allows i . 

They are reckoned fourteen in 


Long points. Semibriefs. 
^ kamCs a patach a 

N tisert . t K f 

ebirik i ^ ebif^k jf . 

u ^ ivihv 9 

' • i If kiHatt* a 

*1 - 


Qli^tebrieil. 
K f 

^ chaHph-paitah f if 
^ ciii^hfegil i t 


(C) An eminent critic af- afterwards i and thi| he a^pi^ 
furea us, that he had examm- equally of the jrammanctd! 

• ed above two thoufand He- vowel points. And fie ^ 
brew m'anufcrijpts of ^ forta, fute, that he had ihade M the nO- 
and that he n^vef met #ith any clfla^ ^thaV 

pinted, that were above fix be dma aB the adsricatei. M 
hundred years (fid ; or, at hnilt, the ^ints to j^uCe 6ne ml 
if the, bti^f themklyei ofere cO|^ his 

of older dNo* yet tlk 'pbiiiti which haltfercr bcaSjitfne'td 
were n^ifefily odM tb thM rms that ive 

(OVUtlf. V0f^deXJC)^ntlfltdi^it,Triid^ 30* 





9h»Hh€ 


fldor tb^ when a ^ p^aralle^ or 

their devialaiH^ It ^uft be owned, 
hweveri that the labour of the MaiToritea^ in tlb^ two 
tc%e^9> has proved ;fery .fJeirkcaite to the learned 5 and 
Sif^l * made ^he knowkge of the facred books 

liauch ntore eafy : and expeditious than it was before. 
Iheir #her prodiu^uhH wuph^^1^a%fabo|ious) are of 
!|i mpra I #^y weuted a great yaricty of 

other points^ fome rnetorical, forpe moficah and others 
CJ$dC:#», the former iwere dehgned to kj^ep up the right 
tr^ chai)^ and the latter to fix 

fciWfe tif mb»guou8:^p^ their own way s all 

i^ich grew as various, numero^) and intricate^ as they 
^V«re indeed tdeiefei and ks fort^i^afefe , ridiculous. From 
diefe inventions proceed b> #ieraber the verfes, and 
ev«« letters of ^ciWry boobi^ and t4;S0arh down how often 
every lettei^ o^ the alphab^ oceur^ r As tlie defign of all 
this labour was t^ prevent any miftakes, additions, omif- 
#oipi, or alterattilhe. fwTO crci^i^^ text? fo it 

plainly Inrimatesi tns't the^ Were: cc^feious of its having 
and.dbaty notWithR^ndii!^ all 
tbdr pdAjtt^nded'Ohie and fompuloiupexaftners in tranferib- 
lag themi they ^ had tnbf’bei^ able altogether to avoid ibinc 
fuch mifchance. 

krhfii tfie • Thejnat^Wf which* Ae Hebrews wrote upon, as well 
a« the iniruntt^ ^oy wrote with, may, in fomc mcafurc, 
;^rw# be afcertaln^^ front certain places of Scripture. As to the 

fonticr, ll ii fdiin, that their firft Writing, namely, the 
I>ecalo|^<, was dipob tables of But it is likely, 


ti.at MmSw nwde ufe ^ % kfs hriyy 4nd cumberfome ma- 
terial to write thic ffc8r of his laws np^> Inch asi riie fhit- 
tlm, ^ fome other hard wol^f TOs way of Writing 
upon tables was&ill iii ufe, hdf phlf'in Ifaian s dayt, but 
Ccfi|inued^ fo ;ri^^ time. Befides ihefci we 

fiik frequenif made in Jobi th^ Pfaltns, and the 

Prophets* of riid^'wrlring upbp.^Us, Which are If afon- 
ably fom>ofe^ had^’ b^ iitns, or ^ fome • 

fitto nrfJ 1^1 foi fo 4te original wo^ im- 
p^s ? Anbd wp hnve the te&ii^id^:of Hei^ptus, 

^ 4« ;'JK^. 4fciiar. v. »• 


comes from 




and Diodorus ^cutasL tp proite thit the Jpnians wdBer- 
(lans nfed the of fl^gcp jmd goats to write upot^ lone 
cno,iign before Ictng^ Fergataus^ .who. is thererorc.to 1^ 
loolpd Mpoa j'wprover rather than the inventor of 
parchfflcnt*.; ’^efe, tolls dip^red ip fi?Oj according tp the 
luvjetl thw cqptainedj and the c^aradu in which it was 
written^ to .that foine of them cohfiftcd of feveral Ikins 
fewcd to ^ne another lengthwi^. The jews retain them 
to this day m their fynagogueSi 3ITi,e lines were not. con- 
tinued through the, whole Tcngth cf the ftin, much leto of 
the roll, byt. were conveniehriy divided into opltmms. 
This IS wbat IS meant Vy what iwir verfion mndcrj U^s, 
in that place of Jeremiah where the king cut the rolMn . 
pieces, after they had read three, or four pges.of it. Of 
this fort was alto, we toppofe# the book of the law, which 
the hig|i-prieflL found Jn Jofiah^ir tjmo ^ 

We do not find that the Ifriielite^ any fcl^oola ,or 
colleges, for the inftruftion of their youth, if we except 
thufe of the prophets, which were of a different nature. 
They bred up their fons to bodi^ cxertife, fuch as would 
ieft fit fhetn^ either, for war pr ; hufbandry ; ,apd their 
daughters to houfi^pld occupationSj without , troubling 
thcmfelvea much about, cultivating; their, snindis, farther 
th^n to inUri^ thcin in the knpwlege of their religion and 
laws ; and this was Ihn province of the paiunt^, chiefiy on 
the (abbath. ' • , _ , 

All that related to religion and morality was nootained 
in the Mofaic booksp and interfpeffed^ti thfi others ^ bur, 
befides thefe, they had the Pfato, the Pioterbs, and 
Ecclefiaftes, with mant other w^ungs 
great part of which is lifecwifc Jorfi to fay nothing oHab 
?ind die Prophets. AH theft they were iuftrutted m, even 
r L? they hcaid them expounded on the 

whath, and other feftiyila, by the prophets, andtevites^ 
.^c*f^«wgiver^otdaincd, that their children {hould be 
infimtted pnly in fueh truths, were proper to ifi^ire 
them with asuwfid legicd to and his<laws,i, 
the teve of virtue ; wbilft he forbad them sdm^ opoivall 
occaGons, to be imiuifitive aftetr tbo lelimoa and learninK ’ 
ofo^rnattottslE). 

' Hestiilot. Ift. v/l^;|BcvlihJS| ’ ; ' :« VeC OrJj. & hH. de 
■Wfliai cap. is. ^ /erdo. i^Kiogi xxii. S. 

(E) T& wps probably 41b ordinary difneginl thw Ibcwed 

fftc foun^don.or that extra- fbrthofeuftfimdrtsaaaftiences, 



S^hty 

’ chsJnging 'of %hc ftilar into ihc hio?r yw* and 
liio c6tii|tleie liionth of tiiirtf -fey s; Iwto tl>c 4r^niar 
modus of^'tWenty-nine and thirty I their diflidguithihg the 
djSiya of dhe ’Week* not by the feveh planets, out by nrft, 
tbcdhd, and third daj^ or firft and leeoild from the fab- 
bath; the dirifion of day and flight, not into twelve 
dqttal parts, but the day ihm four parts, and the night 
four watehes ; are ftre^g prcfuihptiofie of their ig- 
noratid^ in the fdenoeof alironomy, even at a time when 
ft was well known to the Egyptians* and other neighbour- 
ing hattons. It docs not even appear that they had any 
itim'tniibnts to reckon the time, fucH as clepfydrae. orwa- 
.iN^r^ladbs, and fun*dials, except that we read of the fun- 
^ad, dr as the original fignifies, or flight cf 

Jf^h of Ahaz *: and cverf allowing this to havc^en a 
teal and regtilar fufl-diil, it was probably the work, of 
fdme* foreign artiftr (F). 

On 




xx. fp & fcq. 


w)ii<^;th^r ne%^ bad 
^ lodg j^ithmetJC, 

bi^g lb nece^ry ip the trad- 
^1^. part, ip%ht mdeed find 
Ibtne encoitragemeAt srmonjil 
dieni i and>evea this we duer 
iasorc as a ppobable conjoifhire, 
than from apytei&lmaoyr^ but, 
for - and,aibx)> 
nomy, wefndjaoth^in^heir 
3|i|4bjy, bvit of 

Sliciir 

.repnriiig /fo- 
f«^^«fbf)C^ts bar- 

Isaafs; endeavmmng 

t», dsiiy pn their twiunej^ee 
: infonmblaL ibac wb<m 
likmsfion 

iWfa ;fo«*ga: I cowrij^ 

i^d ^ ^havc 

;Uulpi^ . 

^ ‘ ,|p, in 


profound ignorance. We {ball 
only add, th^t fir from know- 
ing any thing of cclipfes, they 
have ndt To much as one upon 
record, or indeed a name for 
it. They probably looked upon 
them as miraculous tokens of 
the divine wrath, and fo never 
dived hirther into the nature of 
them. 

(F) To feck for other fej- 
jenees, or for fchools or uni- 
vcrfitics, among them, wer^ 
iihe fpkiog’thcra among the 
Goths Mnd Vandafs ; they not 
only had an equal contempt 
for them, and ‘ for thofe na- 
ti^ .that cultivated them, but 
loo^d upon them as dangerous 
and Th.elrz«?il, or 
^ach^/hatr^. Ifialpft Jthem, 
wiinjfoV.mr from acting;, after 
their ' wum from Babylon , 
ificn them 
^fldutbh, It rafher grew 

of^lury. infomuch 

in- 

sfia, 'hath ? wcoidcd 
a ftp- 



^ to the Salybf^ tm 

On tile otii^ hand,Y&ef i^fdiko lefs^^ SjmmiM 

rate th^ kno^l^e of relfg^ tkemCelTes i ijute c^ 

not indeed be inre^ that they had any fynagoguea .before 
the captivity 5 though it be far from iiiiprobabie» con^ 
iidermg the great diitatice at Vbtch Ibme of th^tn 
from the temple, and that at heft they wert obliged to re^ 
fort thither hot thrice a year 1 bat o^er places they had 
for prayer and inllrudion, namelyi the fchoola 4* 
prophets, to which they might repair on the fab^at^^ 
new-mpons, and other feftivals. By prophets, we mead 
not thofe ilri£tly fo called, men endowed with the fpirit , 
of prophecy (O), but their difciples, or, as the Hebrew 
idiom terms it, ‘‘ the fons of the prophets.” ITic former 
were generally confulted by the kings, priefts, and c)deri 

a fentence of anathema, which doth not always hgni^ an inr 
paiTed in the time of Hyreanus fpired peribn, in the C^d tefw 
and Ariftobulus, againll fuch tament, but often a preacher 
as fliould fuffer their children of righteoulncrfl, fuch as were 
to be inftruiled in any part of all the patriarchs from Seth/ 
the Greek learning- Solo- or in the fenfe of the Gofpciy 
mon, indeed, we are told, was fvich as believed and taughtthe 
an excellent naturalift, and coming of the Meffiah ; iti 
wrote a great deal upon that which fenfe alfp, thbfc that 
fubjeift; but he was fo far preach^ him, and his doov 
ftom recommending that ftudy triqc, ^aftcr bh coming, are 
Co others, that he calls his re- alfo called prophets, ana their 
fcarches of that kind, ‘‘ vanity prosching, prophecy. The 
and Vexation of fpirit^*’ or, as &me may be aho fain of thoft^ 
the oridnal imports, afitding who fuog the pralfes of God,, 

“uton the wind (2). Whifl or Mcotdpankul them vtpth 
they were thus averle to the fotiie muweal inilfument, as 
learning of other nations, they . bfiriam, the compaoyiof prO« 
were ho lefs fcrupulous of con- pbeti that met Saul, and thd 
cealing thoir ovm from their fomofAfaph, ofHeman, and 
iici^&>urs, ef|>^ially dieir fa** Jeduthnn, who are faid to haive 
cred books ; witnefs the grief prophefied with h)ar^, > 
they esprei&d When Ptolemy leries, and cymbals | ihou^ 
obtained a verfion pf them into they were pfoperly ito) 
f^reck; in memory of which, than muftaaht^ ' The tpiSWif ^ 
they have kept a ftri£l, cfcn a g^es the title prdpbet evsh 
double fail on the etghih and to the; beathen and 

ninmd^ of the inonth The- hence cdtiies that dtfticidikm in 
^et, or Be^mbc^* Stv A:uiiHn, of JewKh^ CbAT- 

(G) The Word Prophet, txan, and Heathen pto 

,(i) paffim- {3) Vide Luke 1 , 70* iCOr. 

xU. 14. to, Alim* |r ilib. £iM xv..ao. 1 tsm.r* j* 

« Chron. aiT. 1. Tti, h IS, PrwGW; iitlib««lx« eont^Paiii^ s 

or 



tip6<i" ?itf fciktraordinary btcafiotis, whether 
dr flk^ afhiirs ; and the latter were brought 
and fitted fdr inilruflmg the people in 
ht virtue, and the worfhip of God. 

' •^Iffeeyliid ^elr habitatioti chiefly in the country; thef 
iVif a Ifind of foeiety amOhg themfelvcs, and were 
git^rafiy dkeiSted by one bt tnotc of the prophets, and to 

Father Their houfes were 
and of, their bwn builtfing. Their food was 
tSIefly Jpottage made Of herbs ; Unlefs Vvhen the people 
Ibto' fbfde^ better fare to them' fueh as' bread, parched 
ilbliey, dried fruits, and the like*. Their drefs was 
i and coarfc, tied about with a leathern girdle ^ ; their 
is* beiti^g fo few, were^eafify Cupplicd with their own 
I and as their views reached no farther, fo they 
|)|^itea th;|it labour to bar^ ncccfiarics, that they might 
thi naote i^mc in prayer, ftudy, and retirement. ' 
4*65 no jfebmptatiou Jo them in fuch a ftatc ; and 

erefore Elifiia not oiily rt^dfed ^aatnan’s prefents, but 
pUfiiihed Gehazi in a fcverc manner, for having .clan- 
dOl^ely obtained a 'fmall portion of them. This la« 
bof^yos, neclufe, and abfiie^ioUs coturfe of life, joined to 
thbir me^nefa ^ drefs, gave theib fijch a ftrange air^ cf- 
p^ljlaity «R^g| the epurtiers, that they looked upon them 
as no better than madbiea. Their extraordinary freedom, 
in' reproving bVteif prihees for their wicked deeds, expofed 
fiei^^ntly to]^^ imprlfonments, andfome^ 

t|pj^ to ^eath ; emecially in the reigns of fonie violent 
m^ce^,fuch as j^ab an4 Manafieh ; but, in the main, 
•red^ the better , and wifer fort, 

tl^Jltigheft rank, 4|nd ufed with the utmoA reve- 

?we know concerning their religious 
; 'thofit- who huve Vditured to give us a far- 
fiieh as thesirllving in perpetual ce- 
■ obedience, hive fpntidr out of their 
wc dfo nbf read of aby women 
l r went to ac- 

&a^ of f$a, he foit Gehazi 
uwouj^ob^^e down at his 
L t^^lnder h& : but Jt is alfq cer- 

bad 

jSamuel, Ifaiah (whofe .wife is called 
r ■. 4' a fcixigs 

Wii ' 

a pro- 





a projilieiltfs* }, the 

of one 0? the &i« irf tW pmph«ts^; »rh^fc^o^ . 

raculottflj increafed, to lavt her Wifi ^4 W 

the tre^itors of the deceaftd Tlte propWtei^i^^^e- 
likewife married ; Deborah wae tW wife >f/ 
and Httidah, whom king Jofiah fcht to eof^uit, wae^^e 
wife of Shallum s and fhe is obfmed (fedie tee^} 
lived in the college of Jerufakm ^ / ^ ij? 

The Talmudife reckon from'Abraham ^tO 
fortv-cight prophets, and Hx propheteflfeefH}. &vWt 
of the former are known to us by Oihthipg bfitthcirrtaihes ^ 
as for the reft, we ftiall have oceafitm to l|^ifyeheie W 


^ Ila. viii, 3, 
iKiitgaiv. ij 


^ £a«k< axiv. 

& feq, n jud^, ivf 4 . 


t King* itxii. 14^1^ 

' , ’ ' ■ ' .1 

(H) It ia obfervablc with injurious reflci^On upon him 1 
refpeft to Danielf that though namely, thatlic Hole privately { 
the Jews allow him a rank into Egypt to buy hogs; Whflft 
among the other piophets, yet Nebu^adnezzar was fetting ' 
they will not admit bis writ- Up his golden image ; and hij 
mgs amongft thofc of the reft, three fnenda, Sbadrach, Wc-^ 


but only among the Hagiogra 
pha, which they look upon a* 
of the leaft authority df aH the 
canonical books. The fealmia 
they give for this chfrefpft, 
are thefe ; t* That Danw wos 
a courtier, and fpent his life ia 
luzury and grandeur loathe Ser- 
vice of an uncircumcifed king, 
a. That the fpirit of prophecy 
Was con^ned to th^ Wd of Ca* 
naan, out0f which he lived all 
hlflif^ Toihefo, (bnjehavc 
added a third, namely, that 
he ^ hehQ ad eunuc^ ac- 
e^injj to l&iah's propfaecyio 
Hczckiah { and that fuch.weie 


ftiech, and' Abednego, were 
condemned to the flames* for 
refufing fo WoWp i«* ^ AJI 
this mneoar, however^, is {iipw 
pofed loTpring ffom :4p^ett 
uje^ Which'^e Chriftiaps have 
made of his wfitiW a^nft 
them ; though Ez^id ' gives 
him A great ctmrafter when Jic 
metmoot him with Noah ' ^d > 

{ ob. Eveft JofephudJ 
e allows him to have been n 
complete poHritiaa, is 
focp deny] hg him ^ ^ 

prdplMf, that he evttd^ gjlw;' 
him the pseforeJ^oe tip thf , 
in (evenil mfpew* J 


» ouu luvii.wcrw m icvcnu rcipgian*-.-. 

•TOliyied from entering into reft of the Jt^ashayp 
me congjegatiop of 4eXprd. his pmpbQcjcamtCPi’^^^^ 
^me learned Jews have in- Keculd^ 
vmdica^ him from this ', 

Jait imputatien j but their Oe- 
marrah calls a ffill mddi more 


p W Vhlf a IPngi 'XX. il 


Bent, iriisii, i. 
itt. lib. ji^ 




AiUn 



aiwi whcii w come to tlic 

mif , Mi^fc Wn wHofe rei^s ihcy ]md, aiid 

:thcf h^ivc ao immediate relation. Tlie ways 
|l[; wlikiai 19 faid 19 have revealed, himfclf to tiiem 
fife various : to feme he appeared and fpoke, cither in 
human or feme other vfifiblc form, as he did to Abra^ 
i^ikin aM Mo^r to others he made himfclf known by 
oi<;c iMily, as to Samuel, Tcrcmiahi Hofea, and others K 
ipmetlmcs by wfionsj as he did to Ifaiah, £2ckiel| and 
)anicl> at other times by dreams’- but the mofl ufud 
^"^n^ral #ay was, by the foie operation of the Spirit 
l^od, aftlltg «m the midd of the prophet. In this laft 
dmincr, the book of Pfalms i 8 |cncrally thought to have 
leeiidif^^d by the Holy jGrhoft to the author, or rather 
E^^hors fif it, Mdes, Da^d, Solomon, the three fons of 
Jhorc, iiaph, and the reft^. 


SECT. iV. 

Thi J^yb Cbronohgy^ from Mraham^s Vocation, to 
we Bdfylonijh Captmiy^ 


A CCCRDiJNG to the chronology we have followed 
^ in this work, wjikh is that of archbUhop Ufticr, 
the tinic which elapfcd fiom Abraham^s firft entrance ii)tD 
Canaan^ to JaccA’s dtfccnt into Egypt, amounts to 215 
year^ t Ws pOfteifty remained in this country as much 
more* l^tom tl«w coming otat of that bondage, to So- 
ti^on*s laying tbc fbimdation of the temple, the text tells 
^ d^^btyeari ehipfed* • from thence to thcjdcftniiftion of 
^ H«^chadneazar, when Judah was canried into capti- 
of ^ years* 5 fb that the whole t^c 
p ^jy chl ifrdm tlm vocation of Abraham to the Ba- 
Iwlotiilh eapati^, amounts to 1332. A$ to the Ungdom 
of ly^l, it lifted only 254 years from its defoftion from 
tha^ in the thirty-feventh year after the build*- 

htg of the temple, to their being carried away captive by 
Shah^ndler 5 an event which happened 134 y^^rs before 
tbc-lW^loniih captivity. _ 

' AliPhigh the larger diviflons of this *ra are fixed 
l^v iihOc^ fOi^dgfion of Scrip^to, it B m ^ cafy 


KbhtVf wd WWi A^p. p* sit 


to 



to ’ adjiiiA tli« inutter rC^ 

talk to icoerad. d* tbOir.HidlfU oM l^iikl> bfr^ 
cauie of ibe alxodl irrttondleable the 

Hebrei^ aikd SaDnaritan chronofegf, aa arcfl: u t^vireeii 
thefct#0,. ahrf tKat Of Septua^ttl : to % nodi'ing of 
jofelvb#, ahd Other Jcudfli iwdtcrsi ■ ^ ' 

But ^efeare not the Onlf cdi^ of the 
occurs in fcfctling the Jewifli chr^oldgy : thoir 
afle&ed to ufe round numbers in their large eompdtationSf 
without minding too ferupuloufty -the odd years. Tho 
inaccuracy j^evails in their teSet ttGkohmgai thd% 
ih'tfiftance, of the reigud* which they corniced by com4 
plcte ycars^ voveriooking the odd months^ whiesb the firft 
and lad happened to fall diort of t thus, it r^fton hsppeti^ 
ed, that a whole year was gained widiin ihe compd^ of 
two or three reigns. The book of Judges, wh<>Cver wa# 
the author of it (I), compared with Tofephua^s hiftory of 
thein^ feems only a fliort account of fo many {ierfona, and[ 
of their government, whhout regard to the mterre^uma, 
and anarchies, which happened between-,. It feeipa, In^ 
deed, as if they were defigncdly Jiaifled over, dead 
epochas not worth rdrordlng. 'And laftly, after the AU 
vifion of the two khagdoms, the length of every king’s 
reign is fet down, and the lytichromfma thoie 

Judah and Iftael, are exadly obeyed and yet there w 


(I) It certainty was not be* 
gun, and continued byfevcral 
hands, under the govertiment 
of each judge, aS we may pet^ 
ceivc, not only fresm the 
forniity of ftyle iKrougbout, 
but Blib be6iu^ the authew, 
whoevd: he akiim 

of cpitoiBie cf the udiidr 
at the be^imiog; and tbe es^* 
preffion which often occurs in 
u» ** chat in thofe days there 
•wag no king in Ifrael," Ihews 
It to have beep wrilceu sto 
the beginning of their meiiar- 
^hy. On the 
thofe wfe afe, tMt' 
bea^ k ti tlim 
fa*d, “that Jods^te «id T»a 
font 


of belied;” which they think 
muft at lest be that of 
Pe^er, fepm not to con^dery 
th^ by what the author fiwf 
at the bejginnibg, th|^ 'the 
childieu of Benjamin dwclC 
wifh the jebufites in J^ruA- 
leUL tpito this dky-’':iie iitiift" 
bat^ %fed b^e th^ 
drkfeii out of kby 
k theteibire ifiOri sk 

^ jewa.ihtide, thip 
dwitf here 4w 

bs^4itiducb 4^ JpA 


'of 'tiw'ipei^ . Hw 




^ ai|r: yt^^ thm hf frp- 

J^; xajof^ DftC^j^bSit W. i_1lin!g4Qni> 

wtli «t«k p^cdeccffiOTi 
their T^giKS was tfaitea fr6m that 
from tWr fadwr*i iSeattiu H6w 
jpf^wm-^&rnptttafioii by, ihnar fearaf their ignorance of 
.^4 ^ntof e«a€fc uWcv o^s^y bavc incrcafcd 
^ir J®cultie»> need »qt fay. Mut thefc, and many 
WC wriBiogly omit, have induced a orear-j 
ebronoiogers, ancient and mfl_ 

^ Scafiger, Voffius, Genebrar<^ a 

-to tbihk^^ it next to impoffiWe to adjud the Jea 
i • thnfe few books of theirs that are extant. 
i>^*t<A 7 iies ti fevera^femgs aie faid in the text to have 
tjiie€n.^itten by cantemporary prophets, of whom wc have 
npth»^ extant bat Vheir names-i and the books of Kings 
CmMtclcs conclude every king’s - reign iti words to 
thw efeift V Kow the reft of the afts of fuch a king, 
vafont and t^n^ttefts, are they nert written in the book 
of the Kings (or jdbronkles of the kings) of Judah, (or 
1^1)1** .Ik vvere abfur^ to (uppofe, that ttofe we have 
extanti tbe name df Kings and Chronicles, refer to 

one aodld^f ieein^^ ibme few inconfiderable particulars 
^ceptEcdli mention the fame fa£ts, and aim oil 

yr^d fey ivand are alike Blent with refpc£tto all the 
Other pardc^rs of thbfc reigns. It is, therefore, more 
to imaghie, that they referred to more exaft 
and WlaNmpus annals or hiftones, written by proper per- 
ip eveiy either perilhed during the cap- 

‘^\eEr finpe th»^ .pe^d* 5ut viphetbcr wc aferibe the 
oi the Ipfs of thofe 

, the texts or to the 
each of thefii, reafons vrill 
by which al- 

the various 

d^r ^ froth one an-^ 

; bi 4 t *ben it is* 
the 
two 
jthcr 

h 




morew reeoHcited’ 

or vf 'Otho; oatiiM. 

The trii^ i», diat ail their mdorda, 

»cqit^ though not of a more: coGent date thah theif . 

wholly tUreded byjcj Jovthat'nduMei^ 
fmall difierence A to be metnrtth betwdc!n>dlltMi, in 
of ch^ology, M rather owing tO a di^ent reading o* 
undentanding of that book« tlian a deviadon ffoiti It'i' 
of whatauthority i»4i thw and the othera oWht wU 
*° .“®* ne^ not infcm) the reader. • How^, for th# 
Atisfadjon of fnch aa are not acquainted with thefe ebra-^ 
nological work®, we ihdl mention fome few of the moflf 
conliderable, together mth their authors, a® Ar a® ^evam 
known, and the time in which they were icoinpiled rAJ. 

The firff is the Sedar Holam lUl^h, or L«re*&»‘m^kUt 
which contains a Ihort hifto^ from the creation, and la 
generally attributed to one Rabbi Jofe Ben Chalcpfita, 
who flouriihed, if we may believe the generality 
Jews, alwut one hundred and thirty years after Chrilb. 

uV*j a“ mafter to the famous Jehudah' 

Hakodefh, the compUer of the Miflma j but trtiat &ew® 
him to be of more modem date is, tiuit hA work U co^ 
Untied town to the time trf the emperor Adri^ « 

2 . The Shea loth, and T<dhuboth, or .jOhuAion® apd An*’ 
fwers, dialogucwife, of Rabbi Shorira, i&loaMMd 
or tb* Staltme. Ihis is a chronologictd i^toOU^'' ^e, 


(A) And h^re we (hall pala 
by their fiaitioufl Torephits 
Bcb Gorioi!i, whom they na^ 
obtruded upon the iyofid in? 
ftead of the rp^l Jofephut, io 
well known to the Qiiiftiao«»^ 
a&d fo often menuoned in thtv 
biftory. The reader may 
^ account of thefe and 
rfhe region* for the ft>rmei^« 
being foi|^ by the 
^ ' to in 

f rideauik^a<bfiiie£ftb1^ - ^4iet^ 

.ke «ia’-lM"tdfe 


fyw with' the bare mistitkm 
of^ uad only obferve, thattfaey 
follow the Hebri^ text as for 
as A woes; the r«ft It atd^ 
fupp^ Iw the TalnM, «> 

. the ticae of to beiogceitoSedi^ 
and then , by, aatboi® « Ik ' 
date*' 

(8) I>e|iti pfi 
thkt the ‘ 
hdd^lnic 



ST&r of the Jewt 

of ■wlilclj flouriflied froth the year 967, domm- 

3. Till* Cedar Holam Zut6a, or ChronicU, zmthcr 

epitome of hiftbry, from the creation to the year of 
0irift 5 ; whofe unknown author lived, as the book it- 

fclf fays, about the year 1123 

4. Sepher Cibbaia Rabbi Abraham Levita Ben Dior ; 
this book pretends to give a continual ^nd uninterrupted 
fuccelEon of all the patriarchs, pftphets, elders, and 
wife-men, through Whofe hands the oral tradition paffed 
from Adam to Mofes, and fo on to the compilers of the 
Talmud, and from thence to the year of Chrift 1141 (C). 

5. The Sepher Juchahn, or Book from, the 

creation to the year of Chrift 1500. This is a much 
larger work than any of the former. 

6. The Sbalflielcth, or chain of the Cabbala, of the 
fame kind with the Juchafin. 

y, .Tzertiach David, or Sprout of. Davidy treats of the 
fame fubjeft with the two laft (D). ^ 

^Thefe, efpecially the firft feven, are the books which 
the Jews urge againft our chronology, and from which 
they pretend to demonftrate, that Chrift appeared earlier 
m the world by about 240 years, than we fay he did j 
but as their authority is altogether founded upon that of 
the Talmud, we fhall fpend no more rime in confuting 
either. ^ " 

We likewife pafs by the Jewifh Targums, or Chaldee 
Paraphrafes, becaufe we have none upon the book of the 
Judges, or of the Kings. Upon the whole, whatever 
diflerences ihefe inay .be between thofe chronological 

i Vide Wolf. &Prid. obi fupra. ■ Vide Sepher Juchafin, 
Sballheleth, & Tzemacb David, ap. Wolf, ubi fupra. 

. Wtbor often a- Chronicle of Mofei\ which is 

bri^ft the Jofephus univcrfally rejected by the 

Ben Gorion, and is fuppofed Jews, as well as Chrilhans. 
to be the firft who brought that As for the Samaritan chronicle, 
fpuribos author and hi$ book publiftcd by Bernard and Baf-, 
into cr^it among the jewfc nage, it is fo fliort, obfeure, 
40) Tbefe timee are ftill ano incorrect, that it could 
more modecu, and Icfs worth jrield us but little help in this 
our aotke*, Befides thefe,. we - particular, were it of greater 
an apocryphal book, cn- autarky than it h (i }< 
l^re Hajamcm, or , / 

■ ^ <V) yW«Prid. t^^ Cainietf &b voc* Cbrhnh|. Hiftolre 

' iftea Juiftj tom. vi hliC vHi. cap, ^ . 

vorks^ 



to the Salyhmjh Cap'nnty, 


works, they aU agrW in the ferics and fucceffion of their 
kmga and judges, in the fame order of time as we find 
them in the two books of Scripture fo intituled, as well 
as in the Chroniclw. It is true, that this laft fometimes 
jars with thofe of Samuel and Kings in pojpt of numbers, 
whether of years, or other incidents, mentioned in both. 
But fuch differences are fcarcc worth the pains that fomc 
critics Kaye taken to reconcile them ^ 

The following ia the lift of the patriarchs, heads, or 
Chiefs, judges, and kings of Judah and Ifracl. 

rpi . . r Abraham, 

The Jewifh patriarchs w^c j Ifaac, 

« Ij^cob, andhis twelve fons, 
The beads, or leaders, 

The Ifraelitifli judges. 

i« Othniel, fon-in-law to 6 * Abimelech his ibus 
7* Tolah. " 

8 . Jair. 

9. Jephthah the Gilpaditc- 
lo* Ibzan. 

11. £lon. 4 

12. Eli the high-prieft. 

13. Samlbn. 

14. Samuel the prophet* 


Jofhua (E) 

2. Ehud. 

3. Shamgar. 

.4. Deborah, the prophet- 
efs, and wife of La- 
pi doth, with Barak 
her general. 

S' Gideon, or Jerubbaal. 


Jewifli kings before Jeroboam’s revolt, 
f- Saul. David. 

2. Ifhbofheth- 4. Solomon. 

Kings of Judah and Ifrael after the rupture of th^twf 
kingdoms. 

Judah. Ifracl. 

Jt. Rehoboam. i, Jcroboaia- 

2. Ahijam. . 2- Nadab. 

Wliiftofi’i!<:3irQnolofy, and Gapsoviiw^leamid Aaftrir 


) Jo^hiw makes Kensw- 
hc father ist Orhuiel, to have 
cn the firft judge; and cakes 
0 no^cc of his fon, either as 
3 colleague, or fucce^r ; but 
^ text 18 againft ban, whicb 


gives «bat diipn^ to 
and attributes to him 
nal riaory ibiu ra^ hjin to 
the helm, which he mcntgcd 
forty yean. 


<u 





^he ^Hijlory of the Jews 


Judah* 

Afa. 


4. Jehoihaphat. 

5. Jehoram, 

6. Ahaziah. 

7. Athaliahj the ufurp- 

ing queen. 

8. Jehoafh. 

9. Amaziah. 

io> Uzziah, or Azariah. 




IJF. 

.92* Ahaz. 

.tj. .{iez«kiah* 

14. Mati^eh* . 

15. Amoia* , 

f6* Jqiiah* 

1 7- Sballum or Jchoahaz. 
18. Ehakim or Jchoia- 
kim. 

Jecboniah or Contah^ 
called aifo Jehoia- 
kirn, 

Mattania, called alfp 

iSedekiah* 


SECT. 


Ifrael. 

3. Baalha. 

4. £la. 

Zimri- 

6 . Omri. 

*], Ahab. 

8, Ahaziah. 

9. Jehoram. 

10. Jehu, 

11. Jehoahaz. 

12. Jehoafh. 

1^. Jeroboam II. 

An interregnum of eleven 

14; ;zajchMii^ 
jr|* $haflum. 

17. Pekahiah* 

1 8. Pekah. 

194 Hoihea* 


49* 


20. 


The JewiJh Hifory^ from Mraham to Mofes. 

rE have had occaii^ already to hint, that this ccle^ 
> . patriarch MTas the father and founder of the 

Jejwilh natioD ; though they were never, as we can find, 
ipallcd hf his name i but either by that of Ifraelites, or 
Of by the mote common name of Hebrews (F). 

Abraham, 


"VW? Wo have vienhifed to 
Jews, in compliance 
ipA CttflwD, chpi^ dww 


name not given them, till 
iftdr the Bab)doiitih captivity, 
when the tribe of Judah 

came 



io '^e 

AbraTiam, the fon of Terah, and the tenth in a Knesd 
defeent from the fon and fuccefloj of NoSih, Was born 
in Ur of the ChaJdeca, and about feventy-four years of 
.age, when his father and he went from thence into Ha^ 
jan, where they half not been feated long, before Terah 
died, in the two hundred and fifth year of his age (G). 


came the mofi confiderable of that though Terah was bat 
what was left of IfraeL The feventy years old. whfen he 
Hrft name given to Abraham began to have children, yet he 
and his children, was that of was near one hundred and 
Hebrews, which fome derive thirty when he begat Abra- 
from Heber, the fifth in de- ham. and that thole who were 
feent from Noah* Hut it is born befoie him, arc purpolcly 
hardly pr^able,^ that Abra- lynittcd by IV^es. that Abra- 
ham would call .himfclf by hia hatn might have the hoiioui'^ 
name, .fiadjer than by that of srimogefikure for' efi^ ODedi* 
any of his tch, jMedeodBorsf of jb^ fitich,: 
and w lather; tfafttit wcth Caisl#, 

was pfsen him by the XJadiaii- giwi him A4ir, or Azmr^' 0« 
ites, becaufe fes &ther, and Terah for hta 

other fide of the HuphmteB ; grandftuhfir, according to the 
the word Heber fighirying in Arabian htfio^ of that patri- 
the original other Jide^ whe- arch ; and to fill up the chafo, 

ther of a river, fca, or any fuppofe that Adar begat Abra- 
other thing ; in which fenfe ham in the fixtieth year of his 
fome people are called tranf- age^ but befide* the fmaU re- 
marine, and tranfalpine. What^ liance we can hsfp on that 
feems to confirm this etymo- hilioy, the hypothcfis is quite 
logy, is, that wc do not find, oppofite to the text. Gthers 
that he was called hy that fuppofe, with Sir Norton 
name, till word was brought Knatchbulb that an error has 
him of his nephew Lot’s mif- crept into the original; and 
fortune; fo that it is likely the that Terah was either one hun- 
niclTenger, enquiring for Abra- died and thirty years old when 
ham, of the^’nnabitants,^ might he begat Abraham, or if he 
deferibe him by the word he^ was then but feventy years old, 
or One that came frorn the that he died in the hundred 
other fide of the river. How- and fifty-fifth, and not in the 
t:ver, after Jacob had received two hundred ahd fifth year of 
the name of Ifrael, they pre- his age : for the text fays, that 
ferred that of Ifraelites, though Abraham was five 

the neighbouring natious ftiU years old when be left If df^n, 
called them Hebrews. and that his fother died but a 

IG) There feems to be an little before, The itidef; for 
unfur mountable dHfiOurty in a more fiitisfai^ory folution, 
this account of Terah’s age, may have recourfefotheleain- 
which chronologers have va- ed Capzovius^ erpcciailx wii^ 
tmufly endeavoured to remove, the lawtts of Marcus In 
wUlet and TremcUlus think, the Englilh tongue. 


Yr. of II 

Ante Chr 
i$si. 



JfWi 

i miiftwV funenl zites ikH fcarcc pez^aicd, when Abraham 
commanded by God to depart into another land, 
^«fc lie would bfcfs, protca, and ihhU^ly him in an 
extraordinary manner 5 and he s^i^red him, “ that in his 
iced alj the nations of the earth? fh^ld be bleffcd ® he 
readily\obeyed this call, and with oarah his wife. Lot 
his brother's fon, his fervants and cattle^ migrated into 
the Promifed Land, where he pitched his tents near the 
city of Sichem (HJ| then inhabited by the Canaanites, and 
bwilt an altar unto the Lor^- Here God was pleaied to 
appear ^ajn unto him, to confirm all his former pro-' 
nuies } and tn aflure him, that he would one day give 
1^, Of FI, that Jtjo his pofterity. In a little time, however, a 
faipinc, which happened in thofe parts, forced him 
Mfao. ^ ^ renmve into Egypt, wihich was then the only place, 
fe-' ■ vherc he could hope to find provl Hon for his numerous 
fahijly, and great multitude, of cattle. The fear he was 
IIP^. in, upon the account of Sarah nis wife, who, though 
^ Pfft fixty-fifth year of her age, retained yet 
enough to endanger the man’s life who fhould 
paft for hufoandtt made him refolvc, after fome hefi- 
laiion, that file ihoi^ pafs for his fifter, in every place 
where foey might iojoum. From this defeent into 
fcypt thcijgcneraHty of chronologers compute the fpace 
pf four hundred and thir^ years mentioned by St. Paul 
agreeably ^ what Mofe# lays in another place «, that If- 
focl chyelrih Egypt four hundred and thirty years ; that 
% as the |ieptuagjnt intcipret it, that from the firft arri^ 

. of jftlltauam to the jj^odus, ihould he four hundred 
^ foiily ycai^ .^aha^ had npt been long in Egypt 
estivated the king Pharaoh, who took her 
and Jorher fake foewed extraordinary favours to 
hex pcctctided brofoer (I)* At length God was pleafed 

^ • *' to 

•v Gen. xii. n Ac fo}. f Galat, lil 17. | Exod. xii. 40. 



(H) Tf we ,crcdit Nicholas 
of Pamafoua, Abraham catiie 
with fui army from Chaldea, 
and reigned fume, 
foe tatmntijr of Dainaf- 
hdfee be w^ to Si- 
a bis name 

there, Jofiphue 
fowf <}ii(a(ted bla wjr 


words, adding, that Abraham’s 
name was to that day in great 
vener^ttion in that countiy i and 
that there was lliJI a village 
ijfbieh bore the name of Abra^ 
ham^s habitation. 

.(*1 Pharaidl W*® UOt the 

umne ol^ tb» particular king, 
but an appellation coiptnon to 


I. A«t,lib,i. ^ y. , 5,p. ,j, 



W ihe 

to Inteq^ofe i^r ^ deliverance of Sarab. Fhv(»h, and 
bis hottfc, wer^ infefted with fuch plagnis^ as fe^jmed to 
indicate tbe refentment of heavcti: The king, ^ihg in- 
formed of the caufe, fent for Abriham, wheni having 
iharply rebuked him for deceiving him in a nj at ter of 
fuch confequence, he reftored hi$ wife fitnh ftain cxr 
violation, and gave orders, that they might fafcly dcj)art 
his dominions with all the wealth they had acquiredt 
Abraham made no ftay in Egypt after this injanaiort; 
the famine haying ceafed in the place which he had left, 
he returned thither by the fame way ; and, on the altar 
he had built before, offered a facrifice of thanks for his 
happy efcape, and fafe return “ Tn the mcaji time, the 
herds of Lot, as well as his own, being grown too nu- 
merous for the land they lived fti, fuch contentions arole 
between their fhepherds, that Abraham rcfolved, in a 
friendly manner, to feparatc from his nephew. He gave 
him his choice of the whole country that lay before him, 
and Lot chofe the fertile plains of Sodom and Gomorrah* 
watered by the river Jordan. Abraham leaving Bcth-el, 
went to dwell in thq land of Moreh, which is in Hebron, 
where he built an altar unto God, and foon after contratft- 
• cd a friendfhip with three of the greateft men of the 
place; namely, Mamre, Ancr, and Eflicol; the firft of 
whom communicated his name allfhe couiiCry. This 
alliance proved very ferviceablc to Abraham in profccfs of 
time, and was the Caufe of his Jiving peaceably, near ten 
years, among them. Lot being taken captive by CHedpr- ' 
laomer, and his allies, Abrahain communicated the news 
of his nephew's difafter to his three friends, Mamre, ^ 
Aner, and Efhcol, who readily gr^mted their afBftance j 
joining threehundred of his own men to theirs, they march- ] 
ed in purfuit of the conquerors, furprifeil them at Han in t 
me night, purfued them as far as Hoba, on the left of 
Damafeus, and, having refeued Lot with all his family, ^ 

4 

« Gen. xii* pafT. & xiii. ' ^ 


Rmrm4i» 


frm Litm 


Yr. ofFI^ 
Ante 


and nf^ 

idh^A* 

bfiduuu 


all the kings of Egypt. They 
had alfo other particular names, 
as So, Necho, Shiflwc, &e. 
f L'**“^*‘ which of the kingi 
Egjqpt this event happcnel^ 
It 18 impo^le to detem^hl^, 
pot only becaufe his particular 


name is not mentioned bjt 
Mofts, but likewife by tddbn. 
of the gr<^t confufton we have 
obforv^ in their chronology* 

Hoover, ArchbiihQp tfftet 
ventiires to call Apo- 
phescs). 


(j) Siib. A* M, 






Mme^s 


tie bf thf Jews 

/fcmfite, ^nd catdc^ brought him back to hSs oliJ habitation. 
The king of Sodom came out to congratulate Abraham 
lippn his fuocefsj and even offered him all the booty which 
he had retaken, the men and the women excepted; but 
the patriarch nobly refufed to accept the leaftfhare of it. 
Here Melchcfedek met arid blefled mm, and he prefeilted 
that high^prieft with the tithes of all the fpoil 

Abraham afterwards removed to Mamre, or Hebron, 
where Qod was pleafed to appear to him, a fifth time, in 
a vifibn, and to give him frelh aflurances of hisfpecial fa- 
vour, adding, that he would be his exceeding great 
reward. The patriarch, who. had hitherto liftened 'to 
God^S promifes without any exprelhon of diftruft, ven- 
tured now, for the firft^ time, to cxpoftulate with his 
Maker, and declare, that he could not, comprehend how 
thofe promifes were to be fulfilled, whilft he himfelf con- 
tinued childicfs, and, to all appearance, ffiould leave all 
his fubflanceto Eliezer of Damafeus, overfeer of his houf- 
hold. God then aflured him, that not Eliezer, but a fon 
of his own, fhould be his heir, and promifed tq make 
his pofferity more numerous than the ftars of heaven. 
Abraham^was now eighty-five years old, andSarah, turned 
.of feventy-four, was thought barren. Thfefe circum- 
ftanccs would have been fufficient to have ftaggered a 
faith Icfs firm than hisf but the Scripture fays, that he 
believed in Gk>d, and that it was imputed unto him 
for rightcoufnefs Nevcrthelefs, when God repeated 
his former promife, that he would infallibly give that 
land to his pofterity. Abraham demanded a fign, and 
God vduchfafed to comply with his requeft. He bade 
him take a heifer of three years, a goat, and a ram of the 
fame age (I), with a pigeon, and a turtle dove, and offer 
them wp in facrifice. Abraham immcdiateljr killed the 
threehcafts, clove them in the middle, and joining the 


« Genef«cap.xiv/iS, ® Gen.xv. i— 6, & feq. 

(I) Onkelos tranflates it crificefor lin, and peace-offer- „ 
three heifers, three goats, and ing. However that hc» it is 
three rams ; and is followed firpra this a£lion of dividing 
other Jewilh commentators, the viftims, that the Ifraelites 
Ohe mem tdls us, that A- introduced the like ceremony 
braham waB then reprefenting in the ratifying their cove- 
ts' three future facrifices; nantsfr). 
i^meiy, burnt offerings, fa- 

(#)Vkl* Mercer, Viffet» Rtb. Sah&a};io lociMof. Gerund, ap* 
aiac- fub. not. d. 

pieces 
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piec^A one to the dther, laid the birds on the top of them, 
whiHl he hifnfelf ftayed to drive away the fowls frOm the 
facrifice. As foan as the fun began to fet, a deep llecp 
fell upon him, followed by a horror of great darknefs ; 
during which it wa^evealed to him, that his poftcrity 
fhould fojourn, and be afflidted, in a ftrange land, four 
hundred years (K) ; at the expiration of which God would 


(K) Expolitors have nui 
into various conjedtures, in 
order to make out thefe four 
hundred years. Genebrard, a 
learned chronologer, has af- 
firmed, that the Ifraelitcs 
d\vclt in Egypt the full num- 
ber of four hundred years. His 
error, however, may be cafily 
confuted by the lives of Ko- 
hath, the Ton of Levi, who 
went down with Jacob, and 
died in Lgypt, in the hundred 
and thirty- third year of his 
age j of his fon Amram, the 
father of MofeS, who lived one 
hundred and thirty-fevenyears; 
and of Mofes, who was eighty 
ears old when he brought 
fracl out of Egypt ; all which 
feveral numbers make but 
three hundred and fifty years, 
out of which we muft fubtraft 
thofe which Kohath had at- 
tained when he went down into 
^6ypt» **nd like wife the time 
the fathers • lived with their 
children. This confide ration 
hath induced (bme critics to 
reduce the number to lefs than 
two hundred and ten years, 
9nd others to two hundred ; 
whereas, we {hall endeavour 
to prove, that they remained 
there two hundred and fifteen 
years. St. Paul reckons, from 
the firft promile made to Abra- 
ham, to the promulgation of 
the law, in the firfi year of the 
c*od, four hundred and thirty 
ypars y of which two himdrpd 


punifh 

and fifteen were already ex- 
pired, when Ifrael went into 
Egypt, which is thus proved: 
I. From the time of Abrarn’s 
arrival in Canaan to Jacob's 
(ipfeent into Egm, are but 
two hundred and fifteen years ; 
viz. twenty -five from the time 
of the promife to the birth of 
his fon Ifaac j fixty more to 
the birth of Jacob, who is 
affirmed by Mofes to have been 
a hundred and thirty years old 
when he flood befo|e Pharoah, 
all which make but two hun- 
dred and fifteen. 2 . The laft 
remaining two hundred and 
fiftaen may be thus reckoned : 
Kohath came down with Ja- 
cob, and, according to Eufe- 
btus, begat Amram in hjs 
fevemieth year, and Amram 
begat Mofea much about the 
fame age ; to which if we add 
the eighty years ofMofes'sage, 
when he led them out, the 
whole will make two hundred 
and twenty, from which may 
be fubtraaed five years, the 
fuppofed age of Kohath, when 
Jacob left Canaan, aud the 
remainder will be the time of 
their abode in Egj'pt, namely, 
two hundred and fifteen years. 
Hence it is plain, that lour 
hundred years of Abraham^a 
feed ibjouming in a flrange 
land, muft be reckoned, not 
from their coming into Egypt, 
but from the birth of J^c. 
For iftl (he time of their lb» 
jouiXimg 
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B^ilh Ifieii op|>reCprs* and bring hU children into the 
li^nichhehad promifcd him, he himfclf fliould 
be gathered to his fathers in a good old age. After this 
Tifion Abraham faw a fnaoking furnace^ and a burning 
lamp, pafs between the viflims. Thus was the new co- 
venant ratified between God and Afcraham, who, highly 
pleafed with all ihefe promifes, went to impart hia joy to 
bis beloved wife. 


Sarah, not dreaming that flic was to be the happy mo- 
ther of the promifed child, and having moreover all the 
convincing proofs that a woman can have, of her being 
paft all poffibility of geilation, lefolved at leaft to be a 
tnothcr by proxy, according to the cuftom pf that age and 


Journing in the land of Canaa#, 
Oerar, or any other, was ftill 
in a ilrange land, in which 
they had not a foot bf ground. 
If we except the cave of Mac- 
pelah. to what is added, 
that^tbe^ lhall likewife ferve 
and be lU- treated, k is com- 
monly underlloodtQ be fpoken 
circumfiantially, and might be 
put in a parentheiis, thus : 
•* They fiiall fojourn and be 
flraneers (and Jikewife lerve 
and be bpprelTed) during the 
fpace of four hundred years,*' 
as St* Aulhii and others have 
fully proved, Accotdingly, 
we find liaac opprefied in 'Ge- 
lar, his wells ^led up by 
the inhabitants; nnd bimfdf 
forced fiili farther imm them ; 
and Japob ferved, and was 
opprelfed by Laban, near 
twenty- years, yet neither of 
them laboured under a conti- 
nual pj^reflion. The Egyp- 
lervit\i«lc did not com- 
mence till after Jofepb and his 
l^rethren were dead; before 
period the Ifraelites lived 
p l^e ^nd plenty. Allow- 


ing, therefore, that Levi was 
forty-four years of age at his 
firft coming into Egypt, which 
is the moft that can be fup- 
pofed, he mult have lived 
ninety-three years in Egypt, 
becaufe the text tells us, that 
he died in the hundred and 
thirty -fevenih year of his age ; 
and thefe ninety-three years 
being fubtrafled from two hun- 
dred and fifteen, the time of 
their abode, there will remain 
but a hundred and twenty-two 
years of thraldom, even fup- 
pofing it to have begun imme- 
diately after his death. The 
natural fenfe, therefore, of 
this' prophecy to Abraham, 
can be only this, that his feed 
from Ifaac on, (hD\dd be ftran- 
gers in a land that was not 
theirs, for the fpace of four 
hundred years, during fome 
pare of which they Ihould be 
opprefied, affll(5ted, and at 
length brought under boiKlage; 
whmh term being expired, 
they ffaould find a happy deli- 
verance (z). 


Vide Ceil. sdvi. iV. Exod. vi. it. Chryfolt. Homil. lib- 
de Lyra, inloc. Villet. cap. LeClerc. in loc. 

^ in Exod, vi« jMerc* Jun . Munfter. 


country. 
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countrr- To this endflie perfaaded her huAand to take 
her hand-maid Hagar to him, tbaf if he had a child hr 
her, fte might bring it forth upon her knees, Abraham 
acquiefced ; and Hagar ho fooner found herfelf preenant 
than foe became haughty and infolent towards her mit 
trefs. Sarah, impatient to fee herfelf infulted hy a Have, 
whom her kmdnefs had raifed, could not forbear WeakinK 
out into bitter complaints againft them both ; and Abra- 
ham, willing to convince his wife that he loved her as 
much as ever, left her at liberty to do herfelf iuftice in 
what way (he fliould think fit > a permiffion which flie' 
ufed accordingly, but with fuch feverity, that Hagar, bc- 
mg unable to bear it, ftole away from her, and went and 
lat down by a ’fountain on the road to Sur, leading to 
Egypt. Here She angel of the. Lord met her, and per- 
fuadedher to return and fubmit herfelf to her miftrefa i 
alTuring her that Ihe fiiould foon be delivered of a fon 
whom Ihe Ihould call Hhmael(L)} that his pofterity 
would multiply exceedingly; that both he and they would 
prove fierce and warlike^ that their hand Ihould be 
againft every man, and every man’s hand againft them : 
and that they fhould dwell in the faca of all their bre- 
thren Hagar, hearing^'thefe comfortable tidings, took 
the angers advice; and in the memory of this furprifinc 
Virion, fhe called the well Beer-lahai-rdi, which 
we Well of him that lives and fees me. This well was be- 
tween Cadefh and Barneah. Soon after ftcr return fht 
brought forth the promifed fon, and called him Iflimacl, 
according to the angel’s diredion. Abraham was tiour 
eighty-Cx years of age, and did not exped another 
on, but brought this up as the heir of all his fub- 
ttance, and of all God’s promifes; and^Hagar, whofe 
intereft it was not -to undeceive him, thought iit to con- 
ceal what Ihe had learned from the angel; To that it was 
f^ot till almoft thirteen years after this event, that God 
pJ^nly promifed him a fon by Sarah his wife. 

By this time the patriarch had attained tO the ninety- 
imth year of his age, when God was plcafcd to ra-tifr bis 
l^rmer covenant with him, by changing his name from 
to Abraham, afluring him that he would msdte 
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(L) irhmtel is ctmipouitded imrodiately lUbioiued bh the 
i’t / “"d el, angel, namely, becaa^ the 

I'L. ‘"’ff v^ilt bear, Lwd had beard her' ioni- 

se reafoa of ith^ name i* plaint. 

. the:.' 
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msttiy j thEjt fhould proceed 

Jrom .hinii and that his pofterity {hould forcly poflcfe tho 
land wherein he was i ftrartger. As a token, or rather 
trialySvi^bis faith and* obedience, God commanded him to 
irirciunictfc all the males in his family, with a farther in- 
juii^|ion> that for the future ail the miles bom of him, or 
in tib femily* whether bond or free, fliould be erreum- 
cifed the eighth day after the birth ; declaring, that if 
lu^ jihale remained uncircumcifed, that fouifliould be cut 
as a defpifer of God's covenant, from having any fhare 
in the'pronufcd land defigned for him and his pollcrity. 
I^Cbly^ and in order to complete his happinefs, God in- 
foimed him thzt Sarah his wife fhould bear him a fon, 
whd ihoutd be heir to all thefc bleffings ; and therefore 
that her name < fhould be no longer Sarai, but Sarah, 
ijere Abraham falling on® his face, probably to oonceal 
his Jaughter, occafioned by the ftrangcriefs or improba- 
bility of what he heard, began to intercede for the life 
and prefervation of lihmacl, beyond which he thought it 
unreafohable to alk or wifli for any thing j but the Al- 
mighty, nothing provoked it feems by his irreverent 
.mirths foon affiured him that thefe great bleflings were not 
defigned for lihmael, but for a fon to be born of the 
hitherto barren Sarah, whom he fhould therefore name 
Ifaac (M) ; that as to the fon 6f Hagar, he would indeed 
blcfa him with a numerous poftetify ; but that Ifaac alone, 
whom Sarah fhould bear within the year, was to be en- 
titled to the covenant and promife, and that in his feed all 
F Vi itatiofia of the earth fhould he bleiTed •*. 

^ God had no fooner departed, than Abraham took his 

Ifhpiael, and all tho males in His family, and circuni- 
iS 9 f cifed the^j as^well as himfclf, without any regard to his 

oyrp which was almoft a hundred years, or to the 

of his fon, who was not atove thirteen • All 
aiidte fo the operation, on the fame day (N) ; 
' . ' ' , . and 

< Gen. xvli. 



(M) according to the 
Hebrew ifobakb, flgniles, be 
iaugh, 

Whether ctrchmei&in 
was. hrd: introduced hm the 
*' ';^'j$ehreo^;or 
r been much 



commentatm-s ; certain it is* 
the pradlice was of great an- 
tiquity both in Egypt and 
Ethiopia* Coofideiw vdth a 
view to health and cleanlincfs, 
h waa undoubtedly a very ju - 
id a hot ch- 
a Jgpplc natu- 

4/ impure, ?*^ ^***^^^ 



and k vu. long before he was bcaioured «, 
feventh vifit from God, ftill more remarkable than the 
formCT. Srtteg <me dw at the dodr of his tent, under a 
tree, be beheld, dar off, three men, whom betook to be 
ftrangeros and going forth to meet them, in the moft 
civil and refpeaful manner invited them to come and par- ***• 
take of a refrefliment with him. Having obtained toeir 
confeitti he ordered a feaft to be got readf. In this 
terview, his divine ^ueft confirmed his promife of Sarah’s A/ontn. 
having a fon within the year. Sarah liftening at the 
tent-door, and blinking herfelf paft child-hearing, burft 
out into laughter i and the ftranger afked the reafon of it 
in fucb a fcrious tone, as ftruck her with affright. She 
would Imn have denied it ; but it was to no puroofe, that 
flie endeavoured to hide any thing from the perfon that 
fpokc to her, who difmUTed her with this gentle reproof, 
that (he was highly in the wrong to miftruft what he kid ' 
to her, fmee nothing was impolTiDlc with God. The three 
heavenly guefts, having refreflied themfelves with meat 
and drink, rofe up, in order to proceed on their jour- 
ney, and Abraham accompanied them fbme part of 
the way. At length gne of them, whom the original 
calls the Ldrd (O), gave him to underftand that the cry 
of Sodom and Gomorrah was gone up to heaven 5 and 
that , he was going down fully refolvcd to dc/fi-oy them 
utterly, if upon enquiry he found ithcir wickednefs equal 
to the report of it. The good Patriarch reniembering his 


dii^ed to venery. This, and 
many other regulations, purely 
economical, were ellablilhed 
as religious rights, that they 
might be obferved with the 
greater care and circumfpec- 
tion. Philo fays cifCumcifion 

pra<?ftfed for dif^renc rea- 
ions : firll, ID order to avoid 
^ oiftcmpcr called a carbuncle, 
to which the uacircumcifed 
^erc often fubjoSij fecondiy, 
mr the fake of cle^nHheft, by 
cutung of whatev^ was apt 

to harbour % filth ; and 

reafon it wat^ that m 
^[ptian pdeils fhaved il|^r 
^rns jai over. The th!fd b 


ful^etf. The laft is, that cir- 
cumcilion promotes popula- 
tion ; as thofe who are circum** 
cifed are more apt for pro- 
creation than thofe whq are 
not* It ought, however, phy- 
fically to w^en the define of 
venery, by impairing the fen- 
fibility of the organs. 

(O) The name Jehovah, by 
which Mofes calls the granger 
that talked to Abraham, 
looked upon ^ the geni^ty 
of Jews and Chrifiiani to be 
the incommunicable name of 
God, k IS fuppt^d that It was 
the Sfim of God i^bo appeared 
in that fiorm . 
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Idttjki^ Lot, aii4 Simulated by natural cOmpaffion for hif 
feilow»creatures, did not fail to intercede for fuch righte- 
ous men as might be found among the wicked ; ana did 
not Ceafe his folicitations, till he had obtained a promife, 
dial if there were but ten righteous men found in the 
place,. God would fpare it tor thjeir fake. The fate 
of thofe cities^ and Lot’s deliverance, have been al- 
ready related : as for Abraham, he.faw the next morning 
the thick fmoke of -thofe unfortunate places afeending 
like^ that of a furnace. 

Not long after this event, Abraham leaving the plains 
of Mamre, went and dwelt in the country of the Philif- 
tines, between Cadelh anJ Sur, where the fame adventure 
happened to him which he had met with in Egypt. 
Sarah, whom neither hey, pregnancy, nor advanced age, 
(Ihe being now ninety years old), had deprived her of 
beauty, was again delired by her hufband to pafs for his 
lifter i and Abimclech, king of that country, found her 
ftill fo charming, that he fecured her for his bed j but 
the Lord appearing to the Philiftine in a dream, threatened 
him with inftant death, if he did not immediately reftoie 
her, untouched, to her hufband, who was a prophet very 
dear tO him ; in confequence of which intimation, Sarah 
was Cent back with confiderahle prefents. 

The tirrie appointed being come, Sarah brought forth 
the long^expe^ied fon,* and called hi« name Ifaac ; and 
Abraham failed not to circumcife him bn the eighth day. 
They were now in the zenith of their happinefs* Sarah 
having fucklcd the child at her own breaft, weaned him 
at the ufual tnne and Abraham made a feaft to all his 
houfehold on that occafion; but their joy was daftied 
with «. mixture of vexation, arifing from the jealoufy 
w^tch , Ifaac ocqafioned to Hagar and her fon. Ifanc 
wai (hafee ferftn years old, when Sarah perceiving that 
llhmael treated her fon with contempt, refolved to -part 
them for ever, that Ifhmael might have no fliarc in the 
inheritance. Though Abraham loved her to fuch a de- 
gree that he could deny her nothing, yet he could not 
foi%^r looking On her requeft as cruel and unrcafonable ; 
but cbilfitming what Sarah demanded, and promifmg 
moreover to proteS Iftimael, and to m^e him father of 
a great nation, Abraham was at laft prevailed upon to 
fend him arid his mother away. ^ 

In the mean time he entered into a iolemn league of 
'{fimtd&ip with Abimelech, king of the l%iliftines, aswe 
jfeavt rek^ted clfewhere i upon^ich octafion that 



to the "BdylontP 

was cailed Beerfteba, or the welt of the hath, becaufe of 
the covenant to which they had there fworn. The plea- 
fantnefsof theplacei and the frkndfhip of the king, in^- 
vited Abraham to ftay in it many years. He planted here 
a ftately grove, and built an altar unto the Lord, rcfolv- 
ing to end his days in this abode •. 

But God had yet a farther trial to make of his faith and 
obedience. Ifaac, the fon of his old age, the promifed 
head of a new and numerous race, the fountain of fo 
many promifed bleflings, and the dear and only obje£t of 
fo much affeftion j this very Ifaac was now, at length, 
commanded to be brought to a certain mountain, and 
there offered up as a burnt facrifice, by the hand of his 
own father. Abraham, without expoftulating upon the 
fe verity of the command, refoKed to obey ; leaving it to 
God to make good his own promifes, he fet out the very 
next mQrning, and on the third day difeovered Mount Mo- 
riah, the place appointed for the dreadful facrifice (C). 
Leaving his fervants behind, he afeended the Mount, ac- 
companied by Ifaac, laden with the wood, and other 
materials, for a burn t-ofil: ring, who, obferving nothing 
of a vi£rim, could not forbear queftioning his father, 
who anfwered calmly, that God would provide^for the 
occafion. He little thought how prophetically he fpoke ; 
for he had no fooner bound his f§n upon the wood, and 
ftretched out his hand to give the fatal blow, than God 
was pleafed to countermand the order he had given, be- 
ing fully fatisfied with this laft trial of his fervant^a obe- 
dience. He renewed all his promifes aind covenants 
afrefh, and bound them with an oath j then Abraham, 
looking about, found a ram, cdugbt by the horns, in a 
thick bufh, which he offered lip inftCad of his fon, and, 
in memory of the tranfaftion, he called the place jeho- 
vah-jire, iBe Lord will provide, alluding to the anfwer he 
had given to Ifaac’s queflion. Soon after this tranfac- 

* Gen. xxi. pertot. 
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(C) This mountain is cer- 
tainly the Came on which the 
temple was afterwards built by 
Solomon ; and, therefore, thofc 
who affirm that Chrifi was cru- 
cified upon it, do not fix the 
name to that particular hill. 


but to the whole ridge ; Mo- 
riah takes its name from the 
Hebrew raugh, to/ee} whence 
the . Scptuagtnt and Aquila 
tranllate it d high 

xxt tot^plcuous land 


(f) Vide aChron. «Kf,a. 
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ticm ht heard the joyful ncw$, tjhat Milcah, his brother 
Nahor^fr wife, had borne him a Onmerous ifluc, a circum- 
iftance which determined him to fend thither for a wife 
for his fdn Ifaac ^ 

Abraham lived in great peace with his fon, till his 
happinefs was, at length, dilturbcd by the death of Sarah, 
in the hundred and twenty-feventh year of her age, in 
the city pf Arbah, alias Hebron (D). Her hufband went 
thither to mourn for her, and having given fuihcient vent 
to his grief, hia next care was to procure her an honour- 
able burial. He, therefore, went to the gates of He- 
bron (E), in order to purchafe a burying-place from the 
fona of Heth, who dwelt in that city. He had no fooner 
declared the occafion of his coming, th^ all of them 
told him, he might mak^ choice of the belt fepulchre 
in the whole land. Abraham returned their civilities, 
but b^gcd to be permitted to buy the cave of Machpdah, 
from Ephronthe liitcite, who was then one of the alTem- 
bly, and immediately made him a free offer of it by way 
of prefents but Abraham Hill infilling upon paying the 
full value, they agreed for four hundred pieces m filver(F), 
which be paid down in full weight ; arid, being become 

b Gen. xxiv. 3, 4, £rc» 

(D) The text is fomewhat plaints, adminiffer juffice, 
obfeure in this place. Sarah make conveyances of titles and 
is faid todie at Arbah, and yet ellates, and to tranfad all the 
no mention is made of Abra- afi^irs of the place. Whence 
ham’s removing from Beer- that verfe in the PfalmSj^ They 
&eba thither; oidy he is laid lhall not be afhamedwhen they 
to have gone thither to mourn fpeak to their coemies in the 
for her tuid buty her. Sotoe, gates,” 1. c. when they arc 
therefore, are o«<’pinioa, that accufed by them before the 
they mi^t be pnreed upon court of ma^ftratea ( 2 ). 
fome occa^n oro^r,|and that (¥) The learned Prideaux, 
Saxah went to Atbah whilff who has given us tbelaff, and 
her huiband kepthis old dwril* bell; effiiuation of Hebrew and 
ing. , Attic coins, reckons a Iheket 

(K) The gates of cities in to be e^ivalcnt to three foil - 
thofc d^, aSd for many cen^ lit^ or our ^glHh money ; 
turtei a^, were the pl»c«8 of Ib tbatthh fum which Abra- 
mdlcstuie ifod comiitcm refo^ ham paid for his new purchafe, 
Hero tho go o yo OTB, ot ^lers will amount to iixty pounds 
of ehht#y; OM^ to boar obm-. fleirllng (|). 

Both iv. I* a 9am. avUi. js, Pr.cxavii. 
«or* tttt* ( 1 ) Viddfridetuix's Conncfl, pref. p. a** 

poffeiTor 
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pofifeflbtof the caiCi fieldi 2nd mes t^tenging to it, he 
foon after dcpofitcd, in this tomb, ibc* remains of his 
beloved wife . 

By this time Ifaac, being in the fortieth year of his Yr of pi 
age, the father thought it high time to marry him to Tome 491. 
of his o^ femily. To this end he called one of his chief 
and mod faithful feirants, and, having made him take an 57 - 
oath to procure hi^fon a wife outof his own kindred (G), Abraham 
gave him all the necclTary inftruaions and authority to /tn^hh 
conclude the marriage. Then he difmii^d him, with a f^^^vant t9 
train fuitable to the emhafiy be was fent upon j namely, 
ten camels, loaded with the richeft prefents, for the dam- 
fcl’s dowry} fork was the cuftom^ in thofe days, for the 
hulhand not to receive, hut to pay a marriage portion for 
the wTf<, The fervant made the heft of his way to Haran, 
where Nahor dwelt, and partly by his prefents, partly by 
his addrefs, and the favourable account he gave of Abra- 
ham's grandeur and wealth, eafily prevailed *tipon him to 
part with the beautiful Rebecca for his young mafter. Rihtetau 
Having thus obtained the confent of her father Nahor, gi*otn rp 
and her brother Laban, hft produced the jewels of filver 
and gold, and fine raiment, which he had brought, and 
prefented them to her, making, at the fame time, fomc 
confiderable prefents to her mother and brother } and the 
reft of the day was fpent in feafting and mirth. Next 
morning this agent, impatient to acquaint his mailer with 
the good fuccefs of his negociation, defired to be dif* 
mified, and, with fome difficulty, his requeft was granted, ^ 
fo that Rebecca took her leave of her parents, after they 
had conferred their bleffing upon her, and fet out with 


E Oenef. xxiii* per tot. 


(G) The text tdh us, that 
the fervant took the oath by 
putting his hand under his 
® thigh, or upon his 
l^ivitics. This is the firft 
^ time we read of that ceremony ; 
but it was jafterwards ufed oy 
the patriarch Jacob, in Egypt, 
when he ^ was dying, xhe 
oddnefs it has mefmed fomc 
judicious writers to think, it 
^pfied a more folemn niyf- 


tcry than men are aware of, 
via. a fwearing by the great 
MeJfiah that was to come* 
Some Jews thrnk k was a 
fwearing by the covenant 1 of 
circumcifion, and that whoib- 
ever violated the oath, loll: all 
the privileges and boiefits of 
tluit covenant* Kimchi telh 
us, that it was filU obf<^ed 
all oyer the Eaftby thofe of his 
naoon (4.). 


in ^ G«ncf» ^Vii. if* Rabir lii Jdc. IPteehi apod Munft. 
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her ednd^ftor, ijipciMnpa^^ )>]r her nurfe. When ffic 
approached thc ; habitation of Ahrahanis fhe perceived 
Ifaac taking a fdUtaty walk in the . fields. She no fooner 
underilood who he was, than alighting, and throwing a 
veil over her face, according to the cuftom of young dam- 
fels, Ihe waited to receive his firH falutation. He re- 
ceived her with great afieftion, ^d conducted her to his 
,i< 0 kir father's tent, extremely pleafed with her exceeding beauty 
and modeft deportment. He had now nothing to wilh 
for but that ibe might prove fruitful ; but he was forced 
to Wait ttinetecti years before he could obtain that, blefling, 
during whicl^ he com%ted himfelf and her, idth the 
affurance of God’s prontifcs, and the example of Sarah, 
,, who remained childlefs to the ninetieth year of her age**, 

Tr. of FL Abraham Could not but be plcafcd to fee his fon in the 
A poffcflion of fo agreeabie^a wife; but that not proving 

fufficient to comfort him for the lofs of his own, and 
finding himfelf ftill capable of making a further addition 
l;0raham, to his family, though he was then a hundred and . forty- 
one years old, and h^d continued a widower feveral years, 
^^dred he took another wife, named KuturaJb^ by whom he had 
hx fons, whom he afterwards portioned, that they might 
^^^rries * interfere with inheritance ; and fent them to 

^^iturak^ dwell towards the caft. They went eaftward of Bccrlhcba 
^:.0n4 has fix and the hmd of Canaan, and fettled iaboth Arabtas, the 
f^mhy htf, petraea and Oefierta, where fome footfteps of their names 
' are Hill to be perceived ®. 

Ifr. of FI. Concerning Abraham, we have nothing more recorded, 
if 49*' except that he lived to the hundred and feventy-fifth year 
Ante Clir, Qf his age, and was gathered to his fathers ; that his two 
X"; * fons, Ifaac and Ilhmael, affifted in doing him the laft 

yfiihraham's offices, an^ fciuned him In the cave of Machpelah, near 
Sarah hb wife. Hence b is pWn, that Mofes has here 
anticip#ed his death, by mentioning i t before jthc birth of 
his tMfO ^randfons, J^au and Jacob, though he mud have 
lived to the fifteenth year of their age (H). 

Rebecca 

^ Oen* T^hr* ^ Ccjt xx? *. 

(H) iSbrahstfh’s hlftoiy has them ; hla inveoting the He- 
been embeirdhed with a gredt brew chara^ers and tongue, 
many fi^iOnS by the Jews, A- the fame that arc now in ufc ; 
rubians, and Ind'iaUs. '|%ey bb being the author of feveral 
‘jhennot^ his mafcm|^^ long bonks, and, in particular, the^ 
Bgypt^ apd teachm^ faumus treafife mentioned in 
athniitdiny and bfl&er fkitecn tb^/Falmudi and highly 

tued 
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Rebecca continued barren above nineteen years during 
which qaie Ifaac ceafed not. intreating the Lord for he^ 

lued by feveral learned rabbiea, ' — 

cdlcd Jetzirah, or the CreAti(m\ 
of which It gives an account; 
there is aifo an apocalypfc at- 
tributed to him by the Sethians, 
a fort of heretic? that fprang 
up in the earlieft times of 
Chnftianity. His affumption 
IS mentioned by St. Athkna- 
iius j and Origen tells us of a 
book, pretended to be written 
by him, wherein two angels 
are introduced difputing about 
his falvation. The Jews make 


, w liU 

If. The eaftern heathens have 
alfo a long tradition of Abra- 
ham s life, though vaflfy dif- 
rerent from that of Mole?* 
Calmet mentions a book in the 
French kiug^ library, N® 705 
written originally by St. e! 
phrem the Syrian, and trauf- 
lated from the Syriac into A- 
rabic, upon Abraham’s jour- 

'"5° in which 

bo<?k there is alfo a fermon on 
his death, preached by St, 
Ath^afius, pateiarch of Alcrl 


him, alfo, the compofer pawareh of Alar- 

and of the nine- ofMpch- LVhyd’ay^Se 

CoDtic and 


■ / 7 — .... tllL, 

teenth Pfalm, and of a treatifc 
aKainft idolatry. The Indian 
fire-wor/hippers believe him to 
have been the fame with their 
great prophet Zoroafter, who 
wrote the books intituled Zend, 
Pazend, and Voftah, contain- 
nig all the principles of their 

The Arabians likcwile 
given us a hiftory of this pa- 
ti^wrch, though fo altered froin 
which is in the Bible, that 
«ne Would hardly think they 
Heredefccnded, as they are, 
rom him, byjtthmael. Abra- 
/iin, according fo them, was 
e Ion of Arar, and grandfon 
rerahj which, account 


<^ptic and Egyptian Chriftians 
obferve his feft;val. It is re- 
ported, that the tomb of A- 
braham having been difeover- 
fd near Hebron, they found 
his body, and thofe pf Ifaac 
and Jacob, whole and* uticor- 
rupted. There Were, likewife, 
lomc gold and filver lamps 
hung up in the cave, which 

wasvifited by multitudes. The 
Moflama have fuch a venera- 
tion for this plafcc, that they 
make It one of then* four pil- 
grimages, the three others be- 
ing thofe of Mecca, Medina, 
andj^ufalcmi andthe Chrif- 
tiras built a church over the 
cave, which the Turks after- 


k' account, cav^ which 

irafilv ^r i turned into a mofque 

hL “ie' when v”*'- 

liiice u ^ learned Spencer, tdli 

Azar^n th' f'ttr Abrjh.il w,, br^uSt 

age ! J T ?P “ ‘I* of *»« Za- 

Abraf,m .u !>“■». who .re fuppofe4 to 

*‘h; foth8t- »M£'i»AS"^jJ^ “wouomea 

> is ““il fMogiers, and, bjr 4if. 

. Moferg covering, the powef and indu 

AfVirua .. .. J I ‘ . . 


which 


<‘»re ao^^^/ li •' 1'"^^ 

h afhrm any riliag about ihipchem. As to whAt MIf* 

^ 3 toohidet 
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who waa plafod, at lengdi, toli«iar; his prayers, arid fend 
m him the long defircd blcfll^. Ihey now began to 
think thcmfelycs truly happy ; but Rebecca's happinefs 
was fliort-lived. Ihe l^lnatu^^ ftruggling of the pyins in 
her womb gave her an extraordinary uneannefs, until after 
having confulted God about it, fhe was aafwered, “ that 
two nations were ftriving in her; and that two forts of 
people fhould be feparated from her bowels, one of which 
fliould prerve ftronger than theotlier, and the elder fiiould 
;ifr. of Fi. ferve the younger.” Accordin^y, fhc was foon after de- 
510. livered of two fons i the firft, JEfau, was all over hairy ; 
AnteChr, fecond came into the world holding him by the heel, 
and was therefore named Jacob (I).^ E&u became a great 
lover of hunting, and confeiiuently the darling of Ifaac, 
who Was very fond of venifon ; hot Jacob was the mo- 
ther's favourite, who knfewbe was to inherit the bleffings, 
and could not» perhaps, forbear entrufting him with the 
fecret, though Ihe feems all along to have concealed it 


$fmu end 


ixiotiides fays, we Ihall pnly from the one and the other (5). 
anfWerwith Meyer, that u is (I) From the Hebrew 2 pJT 
iinpofllble to prove that the hekeb, which lignificsA6«W»is 
Zabcani were even as old as formed thcHebrewverbipJTit^ 
Mofes, much more that they fupphm ; and, by the addition 
were Olacr thatn Abraham : for of the^jod, one of the forma- 
thdugh k be granted, that tivea of the nouns, Jaacob, e 
there were fome jMfeople, tailed /upplantcr^ which name he, in 
Zabeans, before Mofca’s time, time, made good. As for the 
and that theiriidolatry had 1^ name Efau, the meaning is 
, in vogue long before him, )%t very obfeUrej fome derive it 
this wilt not pi^vc that the frewn haffah, to make^ bccaufe 
Zubeaos vm *rc /peaking of, Rfau came out all hairy, and, 
We^ thiin Abraham; as it were, perfect; whereas, 

andSpcnpCT hitnlclf owns, that other chilfo-en are born with 
it is almbft impofilible to dif- hair only on their heads. He 
cover their begriming- flow- i 9 aMb fuppofed to have been 
ever, it is not improbable j;hat called Sheir, br ^ehir, from 
Abraham, who wai bos® and* fliahar, which fignlfies haitf 
educalM in anididaJ^ and laflly, Edom, for bis fell-' 

tiy a# fomay, hm mg his primogenkurc for a 
men ^ addi^ to that < fopemi’ of iod pomuze (6) . 

tion, called him away 

(5) Vide Artapan- k Eopolem. so. Eufeb. Frwp^ lit?. i»- ^P’ 'I* 
if. Jtdeph. Ant. lib- i. cap. 8. S Jin-, in Abrahani^prld. Conn^. 

h honk iv. Ben Sholmah. ap Hcrbektt. Maimbn. Tra«at 
l^e j^och, part iit. cap. ap & 46- k in Avodah. Zarab. c^^* *'* 
la. Meyer de Fcft. Dieb. Hebr. cap. *si. Spenc. de Leg. 
lUdfdt iib. fo cap. 1, <6) Vide Kab« Sal. Mercer, 

from 
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from her hnlband. The two brothers were not abors 
twentjr years old when Jacob gave proof of his being 
icquaintcd with tt, by making Efau, purfuant to his mo- tu U't 
ther s direaions, fwear away his birth-right. right. 

A fannne, which happened fome years after, obliging Vr nr Pi 
Kaac to feck for another habitation, he refolved to go into 5+3. 

Egypt, when God appeared to him, and diverted him from '-'In 
his pu^fe, commanding him to repair to Abimelech, 
king of Gera Fj where Abraham had, heretofore, been fo 
hofpitaWy enterfaincd, promifmg him his partitular pro- 
tection and blcfling, which he accordingly granted in a 
wonderful manner, till the repeated troubles and vexa- 
tions he met with, obliged him to make another rentove. 

^ At length, being fued to by Abimelech in perfon, Acrutnam 
cither to revive the old covenant,* or to make a new treaty, 

Ifaac expoftulated with him, and thofe who attended him 
upon the ill ufage he had met with in their land 5 but' 
neverthclefa, prepared a fumptuous banquet for them^ 
and, on the morrow, fubferibed the covenant they re- 
quefted. The fame day word was brought to Ifaac that 
his fervants had found water, upon v^ich account he 
called the place Beer-ftebav The tranquillity which this y 
new alliance procured him, was foon after difturbed by 
Efau's marrying two wives, Judith, the daughter of Bceri, Anrc W 
and Bafhemath, the daughter of E^on, both IJittites^ >759- 
However, Ifaac, who beheld him fflll as heir, was foon " " " ' 
reconciled to him ; and, if he knew any thing of his 
felling his birth-right, he looked upon it as a youthful 
weaknefs, the efFefi of hunger and wearinefs. Finding 
nimfelf now grown old and feeble, and his eyes quite dim 
with age, and aj^rchending his death to be nearer than 
u really was, being then a hundred and thirty-feven years 
old, be refolved tbTslefs Efau before he died. He thcre^ 
fore called him, and bid him kill fome frcfli venifon, and 
drefs it to his palate, telling him he defigned to confer bis 
hlefling on him that day. Rebecca, who overheard their 
• knowing the importance of the paternal bene- 

diction, laid hold of that favourable oppoitunity to pro- 
cure it for her favourite Ion in the abfence of his brother. 

fiy what ftratagem Ihc accomplifhed this aini| iiDiwidi;^ 

•landing Jacoby great reludlance, aliditar foch a dtC- 
covery as would have hn^ht a curfe inftcad of a bleffing 


from the good old fathcrife ’have feen in another jdace*! 
*^hilft the mother and (otswtre coagratularirig each other. 
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Efau came to his father ^ith the yenifon he had prepared, 
invited him to eat, and wondered to obfetve fuch tokens 
of furprize and concern in his countenance. Finding in 
what manner he bad been circumvented in his abfcnce, a 
mournful feene enfued between the father and the fon ; 
but nevertheJefsi Ifaac ftrenuoufly infixed that his bleffing 
fhould remain with Jacob ; “ I have bJefled him,” faidhe, 
“ yea, and he fliall be bleiTed*.” However, in order to 
affiiage Efau’s cjfceflive grief, he blelfed him alfo in theie 
is words: Thy dwelling (hall be the fatnefs of the earth, 
4^0 bieJfeJt and , of the dew of heaven from above. By thy fword and 
thy bowihalt thou live, and (halt ferve thy brother ; and it 
(hall come to pafs, that when thou flialf have the domi- 
nion, thou {halt break his yoke from off thy neck.” Jacob 
being in danger from b*® brother*s indignation, Rebecca 
found a pretence for conveying him out of his reach, as 
far as Padan-Aram, where he might have an opportunity 
to marry one of her kindred (.U). 

Jac^h is Jacob, in his way thither, being overtaken by the 
fent Luz, and forced to lie in the open fields, with 

«• ram, ^ ft one for his pillow, he faw, in a dream, a ladder reach- 
ing from earth to heaven, and angels afeending and de- 
feending, whilft God, who ftood above, was pleafed to 
encourage him, by promifing, that he would blefs and 
multiply him beyond tt^afureV Awaking from his dream, 
furprifed and frighted^ *he cried out, ‘‘ Surely God was in 
this place, and I knew it not !” Rifmg therefore from his 
hard bed, he took the flpne, which ferved him for a bol- 
fter, and pouring oif thereon, created it into a pillar; 
and.in memory of th% vifion, called the place Bcth-cl, the 
bouje af for it was called Luz before that time. 

Hcr|5 he likewife made a vow unto God* that if he would 
his prote£lioiif feed, clothe, and bring him 
back fafe to bis father's hpufe, the Lord iEould be his 

* Gen; xxvh 33. > Gen xxviii. i», & fcq* 

(H) It 18 very probSiWe, conceal his flight. However, 
that^ Ifitac hsid likewife ibrne that be, the other reafon which 
fofpicMm of Efau's ill de%i]$ themother alleged, was thought 

eUe, it iB not likely t that he highly juft; and Jacob was 
would have lem; jhedb away privately lent for, to take his 
and with c^y Ilia ftajf of his father, apd to re- 
jn^drit .hand, wlwn hi» his commands, and his 

Ahrahasi had font thither .an ^IPHyher blefting, whic^ having 
ambaflador in fo noble a man- neceived, he (et out forPad^^" 
Ijei’, unlefs it were d<me .to 
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God ; that he Would pay the tythes of all he had unto 
him i and that the ftone which he had reared (hould be 
God’s houfe. Having finifhed his prater, he went on 
chcarfiilly the reft of his way, till he arrived at his jour- 
ney’s end®. V ^ 

His uncle Laban received him with joy ; and, Jacob 
falling in love with his youngeft daughter Rachel, they 
agreed that he ftiould ferve him feven years for her ; at Serves 
the end of which (he fhould become his wife. Jacob ven years 
fpared no pains to make his fcrvice acceptable to his uncle 
Laban, who liked him fo well for a fervant, that he re- 
folved to continue him in the fame capacity feven years 
more, v For when the time was come for his being put in 
pofleflion of the wife he had fo dearly earned, her father 
conveyed his new fon-in-law •into his el deft daughter 
Leah’s apartment ; and Jacob did not difeover the de- 
ceit till the next morning, when finding, inftead of his . 

beloved Rachel, her homely fifter, he could not forbear ex- 
prefling his refentment in the ftrongeft terms. Laban ^ 
told him, that it was an unprecedented thing in that 
country, to marry the youngeft daughter before the eldeft; 
and that it would have been a great injuftice to Leah to 
have preferred a younger fifter to her: but (continued 
he) if you will fulfil the nuptial week with your wife, 
and confent to ferve me fevert years more for her fifter, 

I am content to take your word for it, and to give Rachel 
to you, as foon as the feven ^days are ended. Jacob loved 
Rachel too well not to obtain hen at any price ; he there- 
fore confented to thofehard terms, and at the week’s end, 
enjoyed the fruits of his fervitude and conftancy. RacheL 

In the mean time, he behaved very differently towards Yi-. of pi. 
his two wives ; Rachel had his heart and affedtion, whilft 596. 
Leah was forced to content herfelf with a formal civility ; Ante Cbr. 
but God m*ade the latter mother of many children, whilft 
her fifter continued barren for a long time- Leah was 
foon delivered of h fon ; and called him Reuben, intimat- 
ing, that Godhadfeen her afflidlion, and had given her a 
fon, which would probably engage her hufband’s alFedfion 
to her. She afterwards bore another fon, whom fhe 
called Simeon \ becaufe fhe faid the Lord had heard her 
complaint. Her third fhe called Levi, hoping her huf- Levi, ani 
band would be now cordially jc^ed to her ; and the 
fourth fhe Called Judah^hinktng l^rfelf bound to pfaife 
God far her frait^ln^ 

« Gen. ucviii. * Gen, icxix. pertot. 
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Rachel, by this timci was fo e^tremelf txtortifi«4 at her 
"fifter's happinefs, that flic tald her hufliand, utilefs he 
• gave her children alfo, flic ,fliou!d inevitably die of grief. 

Jacob, confeious to himfclf that he had not been wanting 
' in his endeavours, anfwered in a pafTion, that it was out 
of his power to do miracles ; and that God, who had fhul 
up her womb, was alonte able to open it; but that her 
behaviour was more apt to preclude, than to gain fuch a 
blcffing. This mortifying anfwer made her bethink her- 
felf of the ufual way, at that time, for women in her cafe, 
to give their maids to their hufbands ; Ihe therefore de- 
fired him to take Bilhah, and try to make her a mother 
by her means ; to which he contented, and foon after had 
a fon by her, which Rachel called Dan, meaning that 
God had judged in her favour. She called the other fon, 
which Bilhah bore, Naphtali, to exprefa the violent 
ftrugglcs ftie had with her lifter. Leah, thinking Ihe had 
quite left off bearing, gave her maid Zilpah alfo to Jacob, 
whofe firft fon (he called Gad, a troops expe£ting more to 
come ; and the next (he called Alher, to exprefs the hap- 
pinefs flie now enjoyed. 

Reuben, being now about fix years of age, brought 
home, one evemng, fomc mandrakes (X), which he had 

been 

(X) What thefe dubaim Scripture where they arc men - 
were, is not eaiV to guefs ; tioned bclides. For this rea- 
but they certainly could not fon, fome have fancied them 
be, what we underlhmd by the violets; others, lilies; others, 
word mandrakes: i. Secaufe jel&min; others have rendered 
thofe have nothing invitiiig, the word defirahJe fitmeri, a- 
cither in fmell, taue, or co- grecablc to the word dudaim, 
lour, to, induce » a child of his which fignifies lovt$ in the 
age to gather them; muchlefe dual, or the hreafis of a ^o- 
could he choofe them for any man* Others again, and, per* 
particular virtue, or quality haps, more probably, have 
they had. a. The text lays, guefled them to be citronst 
it was then . wheat-harvefl. That; whiidi has induced fo 
which in thofe hot countries, mmiy interpreters to fuppofe 
is about May, when the apples they were mandrakes, is the 
of that root are far from virtue attributed to them of 
ripe. The mandr^e, or helpit^ conceptioh, which 
mandiii^a, has a vtiy ftrong made Rachel #i1liiig to try the 
flupefying fmefl, and is there* of them; but b^des 

foie caiid by the ArabiaiA^ d^ iheywere plcniy enough 
jahrokim ; whettaa the dudaim to ttwe heoi bought at » 
nrechmmended hr Jri* chea^rate, it is pMn, that 
grancy in dm mly place of l^e dM not conceive after 

diem* 



iff thf Captivity, 

teen g^ilticring Ja Hlic ii^lda in the time of the arhcat- 
harveft. IUeh^<feririiilg^to have fomc part of them ; Leah 
anfwered, that it was a Tittle too much for her to take her 
hufband and her fon's mandrakes too ; wherefore, to pa- 
cify her, and purchafe the fruit, Rachel agreed, that Ja- 
cob ftiould lie with her that night 5 and the patriarch 
coming home, Leah challenged him to confirm the bar- 
gain, which accordingly he didj the confcquciice of 
which was, that Ihe bore him a fifth fon, whom, flie 
called Idachar, the man ef reward^ alleging that he was a 
reward to her for giving her maid to Jacob, ‘She after- 
wards bore her fixth and laft fon, and named him Ze- 
bulun, dwelling, in hopes that fo many fons would induce 
her hufband to dwell with her. She had likewife a 
daughter, whom fhe called Diiisih, the feminine of Dan; 
and this was the laft fhe bore. As for Rachel, her prayers 
at length being heard, fhe happily brought forth a fon, 
whom flic called Jofeph, in hopes that God would add 
another. By this time Jacob, having finifhed his four- 
teen years of fervitude, and being defirous to re-vifit his 
old parents, requefted his uncle to difmifs him and his 
family. But Laban, who had found no fmall advantage 
in having fuch a faithful ferva/it, begged him to ftay a 
little longer, promifing, upon that condition, to give 
him what wages he fhould demar>d. They foon came to 
an agreement j but Laban’s avarice invented fo many 
ftratagetns to defraud hi^i of it, as obliged Jacob to ufc 


them. Neither Is it probable, 
that Leah would hare parted 
with them, if they had been 
knbwn to have had fuch a vir- 
tue, which^perh^ was no; 
difeovered till a long time af- 
tet; when this fniit beoame 
known among the Precki and 
Romans, by the name of the 
apple of love ; and of ^ the 
of which ^ emperor 
Jtilian tel^ hia friend, that he 
had taken a dofe to e^ecite him 
Lblolphas^ in his flifr 

of Et&phi, has confu^ 

^ V^e iJitJin. m < 5 en. %%%, 16 
lib. uctii. ^ont. favft. ci^, *9. 


the notion of dudaim’s iigni- 
fying mandrakes ; and affirms, 
that It implies a certain fruit, 
which the Syrians call mauz, 
dot unlike the banana, or In- 
dian ifig, in ihape and tafie, 
and about the fize of a cucum- 
ber, thirty or forty of which 
often hang upon one Item: but 
whaler rhte dudaim were, 
whether a ftuit or a flower, 
it « certain, they muft have 
had fomethinjg pleafantaod in- 
yijting to achud, dcher in finell 
orbme(i). ' 
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others in his own defence, which fucceeded fo well, fhiit 
his flodis throve greatly, whilft Laban's dwindled vifibly 
away “• 

Laban, extremely vexed to fee fuch a great difference be- 
tween the two flocks, and perhaps fufpe€l:ing fome trick, 
obliged him to Invert the bargain. This arbitrary change 
was renewed more than once or twice, as he complained 
to him afterwards. Jacob, however, grew exceeding rich, 
and with the money which he got by his fleeces, &c. 
bought men and women fervants, camels, oxen, and 
alTcs; which excited fuch envy in Laban and his fons 
againft him, that they began to look upon him with an 
evil eye ; and this their malevolence prompted him to 
contrive the means of get^ng off with all his fubftancC; 
He acquainted his wives with his defign, which they ap- 
proving, he prepared fqr his efcape. Having collefted 
all ‘his fervants and effe^is, he mounted his wives and 
children upon camels, and began his journey towards the 
Land of Canaan, whilft his father-in-law was at fome dif- 
tance from him bufy in {hearing his (beep 5 a circum- 
ftance which gave Rachel an opportunity of ftealing her 
father's gods (Y). Laban, who did not near of his flight 

till 

Gen. XXX. per tot. 


(Y) The word we tranflate nich, or upon a flielf, gave 
gods^ in the Hebrew tera- vocal anfwers ; but thefe are 
phim, the Septuagint tranf- fables not worth refuting ; and 
fate fometimes an oracle^ and the figure which Michol put 
fometimes ^ain idohy and A- in David’s bed, which the ori- 
quila makes it idoh. Some ginal calls by the name of re- 
take it to be an Ej^ptian rdphim^ Ihews, that it muft 
word, the fame with Serapis, have had a human fliapc. Jo- 
introduced \3y Ham or his fou "fephus indeed, who might 
Mifraira, who filled that coun* think it a refleaion on David, 
try with idols. The moft re- that there fhould be found an 
ceived and probable opiniou image orteraphim in his houfe, 
is, that it was fomething re- has attributed a more fubtle 
fembliiig a human form, as a ftratagem to Michol, though 
burto, terininus, &c. though left cf edible* Thefe tcraphima 
the Jews pretend, that it was were afterwards univerfally 
the head of a firft-bom Ion known by i^he name of talif- 
plucked off ‘ftm the neclt ahd maos, as they are to this day 
embalmed; un^r the tdiague all over India* The Perfians 
of which was faikqcd a golden, call them lefephim, a name 
jftatc, with the fiame ot hot unUke teraphim. They 

lalfe deity engraved upon it; were made^ of different metals 
which heady being placed in a and fiacs, call under certain 

conllch 
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till: the third day» went immediately in purfuit of him 5 
but feven days <lapfed before he could overtake him ; 
by which time Jatrob had already pafled the Euphrates (Z), 


conftcllationSi with the fi- 
gures of fome planets, and 
magic characters, engraven 
upon them^ ' They were ufed 
chiefly to give anfwers, to 
foretel what was to come, and 
to difeover what was hid or loft. 
SelideB they were alfoaddrclTed 
for temporal bieffingSi and to 
avert evils. They were con- 
fulted and prayed to at certain 
times, under particular afpeCtsr 
of the planejti, from which, 
according to the Jews, they 
partly received that power, 
and partly from characters with 
which they were engraven. 

1 We muft not fuppofe, that all 
j the teraphims were of the 
1 fame make, or for the fame 
I ufes, even among the Jews. 

1 The laft thing worth enquiring 
into is, what induced Rachel 
to fteal her father’s gods. 
Some allege, that flic did it to 
repay herfelf for the damage 
they had fuftained by her la- 
ther ; others, that ()ie thought 
by this theft to prevent Laban*s 
enquiring Which Way Jacob 
went; others fuppofe her de- 
hgn was to cure her father of 
his idolatry, a^ainft which Ja- 
t-'ob had read his wives many a 
le«Slure. The learned Shuck- 
ford looks upon this theft to 
We been committed by her, 
out of a fond regard for her 
^ceftors. Otbeo think, that 


both Ihe and her lifter were 
ftill addicted to that fiiperlH- 
tion, and their defigning to 
continue in it, made her con- 
ceal the theft from hcf huf- 
band, an opinion which feemi 
moft probable ; for, Jacob, 
making a thorough reforma- 
tion in his houfe, caufed them 
to be taken from her, and bu- 
ried then! under a tree in Si- 
cham (1). 

(Z) Though the text doth 
not fay what river he pafled, 
yet it is plain, it could be no 
other than the Euphrates, 
which the Scripture fometimei 
calls the river Perah, fomc- 
timestheGreatlliver, or Flood; 
either becaufe that and the 
Nile were the only two confi- 
derable ftreams they knew ; 
or becaufe it was one of the 
four Vivers of^Paradife; or 
laftly, becaufe it was th^ 
boftn 4 ary of the Promifed 
Land, Jacob muft have made 
prodigious fflped to arrive at 
Mount Gilead in ten days* 
with all his family, cattle, and 
lumber, it being diftant from 
Jiaran two hundred and fifty 
miles. Laban and his com- 
pany made ftill greater hafte to 
overtake him in feven days, 
during which they muft have 
travelled at the rate of thirty- 
feven miles a day (2). 


(0 Vide Kircher. Oedip. Syiit, iv. cap. 3. Joat. Targum in 
3 ixxi. D.Krmcbi fub voce Terapbim. Judg. xvii, 1* & 
hq, Pereir. Johnfon,^ al. Abenezra in loc. Thcodoret. qUaeft. 
9 - Rab, Sal. Greg* Kanian*. Qrat* dc S, Fafiib. & al. Prid. Con- 
i'^. vol, i. lib. V. p. 14a. vol. il lib. vH. p, 154- Cyril, in Gen. 
**■ (a) Vid, Jolh, i, 4. xxiv. Sc alib. Gen. xv. *8. 
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and rebelled ©Ifcad, whcwtie^ pitc!i« 

cd bis ten^a for that ni^w m 

f()fin0d Ibme ill defign ^gainll ap- 

peared to him that night in a dream, notwithftanding his 
idolatry, averted the execution of it, by threatening to 
pumlEk him feverely, fiionJd h^ commit any hoilility or 
violence agaihft bis thus ititimidated by a 

God whom he did hot adore, Laban ohly expdftulatcd 
with Jacob for his going away Xvithotk giving him an op- 
portunity of kifling his children and grandrraildfcn, and 
diftnifling diem, with the uftial ceremonies of mnfic and 
dances. Jacob, on the other hand, complaincd^that his 
father-in-law had deceived him in the article of mar* 
liage ^ that he had wton^d him in the payment of his 
wages i and behaved m hiofl unkind and arbitrary 
manner, towards him and his fatnfly thefe injuries, 
he obfervedj were ungrat^ul returns ^ all his diligence 
and care, andfor the bkffihgs God had helped upon him 
for his fake. Laban had yet another tre^afs to lay to his 
charge, namely, that of fleaUng his gods; and Jacob, 
ignorant of Eacbers dieft, defired him to make the 
moft diligent fearch for them throughout his family ; pro- 
mifing, that the perfon Oh Vvhom they were found, foould 
be immediately put to death* Laban loft no time, but 
fearched every tent, and laft of SU, that of Rachel, who 
had hid the teraphim* under the earners litter, and fat 
down upon them, excufing her irteverent pofture by tell- 
ing her father, tjist the condition ftic was then in, allowed 
her fex to difpenfe yvith the ufual ceremonies. .Laban 
having rummaAd the Other parts of foo tept, without 
finding his go(£, was obliged to acquiefee, in his misfor- 
tune. } but fome frefo .expoftulations cnftied betwixt him 
and his fon-ii^law ; and th^e ii^ded inapropofal to make 
an altiance^ and to eredl a znonuineinc as a ftanding wit- 
nefoof k to foture ages. Xhis being ^eealde to both 
parties, they forthwith reared foe pile which Laban callcti 
in the Syrian tongue Jagar-Si^dutha, and Jacob deno- 
minated in Hebrew, Gilead 5 both which fignify the heapt 
of witnefu Here thtfy likewife fwore that neitner would 
pafs beyond that monument to hurt the other; and Jacob 
promif^kl that he would ufe bis wives, with aE becoming 
tenderness ^nd afPeipIbh., Afocrifice bdng offered upon 
the occafion, Jacob foawd the.yhole .company the Teft w 
that day; and next Laban, having embraced 
and ble^ed the Whole family, returned tpPadan-Aram 

E Gm, XXX. per tot* 
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fte oaths he had fworo, was glad to hare fo well efcaped; .- i, 
but OTC fear fncceeded Miother, and the refentment of his >*• 
brother Efau began now to give him frefh difturbance ; 
but a vifion he.had of an hoft of angels, who met him in 
his way to Canaai^ allayed his anxiety for a while ; and in 
memory of this yifion he called the place Mahanaim, tw» 
toMt. Being ftiU fearful of his brother, he refolved to 
foften him with a fnbmiffive meffage, though ftill near 
one hundred and twenty miles from his habitation. He 
Mpateted meffengers to acquaint Efau with his fuccefs 
dwng his fey in Mefopotamia, the riches anti multitude 
ol wires, children, fervants, and cattle, which he had 
acquired t and that he did not think fit to proceed farther 
■^mewa^s, tUl he had font him his belt compliments, 
ihe meflcngcrs returned with the news, that Efau was 
coming ‘to meet, him, accompanied with four hundred 
followers } an equipage, from which Jacob concluded, 
that he came for his deftruQion ; but, recovering a little 
from his fear, be prepared for his own defence. Having 
divided his family into two bands, in hopes, that, if one 
penlhc(4 the other might efcape ; he addrefled himfelf to 
wd ma very humble prayer, acknowlcging his great 
mercies, and hia own unworthinefs, begging his future , 

Tw:? brother’s fword, and that he would 

iiUhl all his former promife in his 'behalf. Then he re- „ , , 
lolved to try how far prefents would work upon Efaii’s 

two hundred fhe^goats, and fentX ' 
twenty he-goats, . two hundred ewes, and twenty rams, 
mnty fhc^^mels, with their colts, forty cows, and ten 
uus, twenty fhe^ffes, and ten colts; lie fetitthem.be- 
wk! Separate bands, and ch^arged their drivers, 

viwn they met his brother, to tell him, that they were 
PreJents fcnt’by Jaoob to his lord Efau, in order to en- 
«cat his fayour and good will ^ Next morning be made 
nis family and flocks go over the brook Jabbok long he- 
re break of day ; wrhilft he himfelf tarried at Mahanaim. 

Pcrc appeared to him in the fliape of a man, according 
fcp L Hofea S the fame divine perfon he had 

in who wreftlcd with him till morn- 

him not being able to prevail againft 

the bollow of his thigh, which was imme- 
y diflocated 1 defired him to let him go, fince 
7 appeared. Jacob then begged, that he might have 


* Genu Mau. f4, 15. 
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his hleffing firR \ upon which he chsmgcd his liaivie from 
Jacob to Ifrael, which fi^ifies a man# that has prm7i7d 
wHh God, But when he was 4cfired to tell bis own name, 
he refufed and departedi Jacob therefore called the place 
Penicl, or the face of God^ and, when ho refiimcd his 
march, he found hitnfelf lame. Jofephus tells us, that 
neither Jacob nor any of his poftcrity ever fince, did eat 
that part of any creature^; and thoo^ the text mentions 
only the finew that ftiranh^ yet fo’fctupulous are fomc of 
the Jews even to this day, that for want of knowing 
what joint it was, they abftain from the whole hind- 
quarter Some think, that Jacobis lamene&'was foon 
over j others, that he halted all his life. The nestffc affu- 
rances which the angel gave him, encouraged Jacob to 
proceed chearfully, till he' had overtaken his family, and 
was come in fight of his brother Eiau, who received 
him with great tendernefs, and kindly invited him to hii 
habitation on MountBeir; but jaepb thought fit to turn 
towards Succoth, where he built him a houfe, and af- 
terwards removed to Salem, a city belonging to the Se- 
chemites, where he bought feme ground of the children 
of Hamor Th«rc he fettled (A) and built an altar untfl 
the Lord, which he called El Elohe Ifrael, or tht mighlfi 
God of IfraeL This was, in all likelihood, the famci 
place where Abraham bad heretofore built an altar foon 
after hia firft aruival in the land of Canaan ^ Here alffl! 
Vas probably Jacob's Well near. Gerizim, where Ghrilt 
talked with the woman of Sacnark for that mountain 
Rood in the country of the Sechemites ; 

In this fituation Jacob might have livc4 long in peac^ 
an4, tranquillity, univcrfally oeloved and refpe£fed> halt 
, not the treacherous and inhuman maifacre of the 
bitiHits by his two fons Simeon and Levi obliged hinj 
to withdraw from the place nearer Mamre," where his 
thcr Rill hved- Jacob reproved them for their barbarityi 

f lof Ant. fib. i. c. 10. t Calm. 6. T. in loc. 
itxxm. iS. xii.7. tJUiier fahann* Calm. Hift. O.J 

Vlllct, k al. . ** John iv. 6, k faq, > Jndg. ix. 7- " J'n 

Ant. lih h eap, at. I 

(Al We bavcherc fbHowed fiw: die word Salem,, or 
the Entffii vet4oia, though SbalemV^ bears that fignifid 
the orig^l vk think mi^t he tioar whereas We find no 
aame |ftu|»erly renderw^ h 
.eirrived fe^e emd Jhmdj or 
fedcu^y at the r/ry of Bechm % 


of any place near ^ 
chem, that ia called by ‘'j 
nameof Salem* 
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ahd the reft of the inhabitants of the country would, no 
doubt, have made them pay dear for it, had not God in- 
terpofed, and fent a panic fear amongft them, infomuch 
that they even let them depart quietly, and carry off all 
the plunder they had got from the flaughtered Sechemites ^ 

God was foon pleafed to diflipate all Jacob’s fears once 
more, by fpeaking to him in a dream, bidding him go to ^acoh biJ 
Beth-cl, where he had formerly appeared to him when go ^nd 
he fled froni his brother, and to dwell there, and build 
an altar. Jacob, unwilling to prophahe that holy place ^ 
by carmng with him any thing that might be dlfplcafing 
unto God, ordered his family to deliver tp him all the 
idols they had taken from the Sechemites, or brought from 
fadan-aram ; not indeed to be deltroyed, as one might 
have expe£l:ed, but to be buried !n a deep hole, which he 
caufed to be made under an oak negr Sechem. Hi? com- Thiir Mf 
«mands were forthwith obeyed, and they parted even with buried, 
their very ear-rings, which they ufed to wear as talifmans 
or charms againft ficknefs and other misfortunes*'. 

Then Jacob and his whole family began their journey, 
and arrived fafely at Luz, afterwards called Beth-el *, none , Yr. of FI. 
jof the neighbouring inhabitants daring to moleft them by 616* 
|the way* At this new habitation, he built an altar to 
jGod, and called it £l-Beth-el, or the God of Betb*eh In 
p little time Deborah, his mother’s nurfe, dying, was bu- j)eborah 
ried under an oak at the foot of the hill of Beth-cl, and din, 
the place was called Allon-Bachuth, or the oak of mourn- 
W. However, he made but a fhort ftay at Beth-el, be- 
png defirous to go and vifit his father, whom, for aught 
ke find, he hadliotfcen fince his departure to Mefopota- 
In his march tow^ards Ephrath, Rachel fell in la- 
bour at a fmall diftance from the place; and perceiving 
fhat (he drew near her end, called the child Benoni, or 
% fon of my but after (he was dead, Jacob Raehi 

changed that name into Benjamin, or the fon of my righu jiej, a»dis 
md.‘ Rachel wag buried in the way to Ephrath, and a 
pne monument was reared over the grave, which was 
Jill to be feen in Mofes’s time. This was not the only 
pisfortunc that Jacob met with about this period. His 
Pn Reuben having taken a liking to DIlKah, his father’s 
joncubine, did not fcruple to gratify his wicked inclina- Revbeffs 
: an outrage which made fp deep an impreflion on 
jis father’s "heart, that be grieved for it to his dyingday ** 

* Gen. xxjriv. per tot^ k Sec Calroet’i Com. in Gen, xxxv. 4. 
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Jacob foon quitted that melancholy place, and came at 
length to Mamre, to his old father Ifaac, with whom he 
continued alpioft thirteen years, fome fay nineteen, that 
is, till the good old man departed this life in a very ad- 
vanced age, being a hundred and eighty years old, having 
been almoft blind and dccrcpid a confiderable part of 
that time. His two fons buried him in the cave of Mach^ 
pclah with Abraham and Sarah ; then Efau returned 
home, and Jacob continued at Mamre“. 

The happinefs which Jacob enjoyed during his flay 
with his father, had not been without allay. Jofeph, 
then about feventeen years of age, was become his dar- 
ling, for the excellencies both of his body and mind. But 
his fondnefs for him raijed no fmall jealoufy in his bro- 
thers (K). What increafed it ftill more, Jofeph having 
obferved fome vile actions' in the fons of Bilhah and Zil- 
pah, with whom his father had fent him to feed the Iheep, 
made Jacob acquainted with their mifeonduQ. But envy 
was converted into irreconcileable hatred, by his telling 
them fome dreams he had, which feemed to forefticw, 
that he Ihould one day acquire power and authority over 
his brethren. He dreamed that he faw in a wheat-field 
his own fheaf {landing upright, and theirs falling down 
before it, and paying homage to it. He ofterwards faw 
the fun, moon, and eleven liars doing hirn thel ike obci- 


Gfcn. XXXV. per tot, 

(K) Moft verfions have made and Arabic verfitms have ren- 
Jacob love Jofeph, becaufc he dered it, becaufe he was a 
wag the fon or his old age; wife and prudent fon ; though 
whereas he had two fons even this comes Ihort of the 
younger than he, viz. Zebu- energy of the idiom, and might 
lun and Benjamin. It feems be more properly tranflated, 
they have millakcn the word- bccaufehe had thewifdom ur 
benzekenim, the fon of fenators^ prudence of a fenator. Juftin, 
or elders^ as he is called here, m his epitome qf Trogu^. 
for benziknah, the fon of old makes mention of his being 
age. But the fprmer has a fold into Egypt by his bre- 
quite different meaning, fw- thren, who envied the excel- 
nifying, according to the He- lency of his wit, and having 
brew idiom, the fon or diftifle got him privately into theit 
of fenator 5% becaufe he Was cn- hands, fold him to fome me*’" 
iued with extraordinary wif- chants, who carried him 
dom and prudence. Accord- into that country (i). 
uigly the Samaritan, Perfic, 

(f) Vide Le Seen. £fay^ Juftin. lib. Tosxfh cap. 9. 


failed 
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fance. This laft vifion he likewife communicated to his 
father, who, obferving with what envy his brethren, heard 
It, thought ht to rebuke him feverely before them, aikiiijr 
him if he thought that his father, mother, and brethren 
were to bow themfelyes to the earth before him ? Their 
hatred againft him ftill increafing, they rqfolved on his 
death 5 and it was not long before an opportunity offered 
of execunng theit defign. Jacob, being uneaf/ that he Yr. of FJ, 
had not heard f^rom them fince they were gojie to Sechem 6 , rj 

with their flocks, fent Jofeph to enquire after them ■ 
when they agreed to rid themfclves of the dreamer, as 
they called him, and make their father believe that he ~ 
was devoured by fome wild beaft. Reuben diffuaded 
them frorn imbruing their hands in his blood, and advifed 
them to throw him alive into a*pit, and let him die of 
hunger. Whether the terror of fhedding his blood, or a 
defire to mflift upon him a more lingering death, in- 
duced them to take the advice, they lowered him down 
imo a well without water. In the mean time, a troop of 
hhmaelites happening to pafs with fpices and balm from 
Ulead on their way to Egypt, Judah perfuaded his bre- 
thren to fell him to them, fince his death would do them HeiiroU 
no more fervice than his being carried into that country, and/arriei 
Accordingly Jofeph was fold to the merchants, and car- 
ned off without the privity of Reuben, whofe defign was 
to take him out of the pit, and fend him back to his fa- 
f and concern he was in, when he 

ound he was gone, forced fuch complaints from him, as 
rendered them the more folicitous to conceal the ftep 
they had taken. But they all agreed in opinion, that it 
would be neceflary to deceive his father. Having there- 
ore 'dipped his party-coloured coat in the blood of a kid, 

- it home to the old patriarch, who no fooner faw 

r j than, thinking his beloved child had been torn to pieces 
y fome wild beaft, he took his fuppofed lofo fo much to 
C3rt, that he did not ceafe mourning for him, till he 
^urprifing news of his advancement in Egypt. 

'Joleph hijipened: to be fold to an officer of the king's s^id to Po, 
guard, named Potiphar (L), in whofe fervice he exerted tiphar. 

' himfelf 

doth’propcrly import 

ip ar an eunuch, yet he yet it is often ufed to fignify 
Senr”*^^' ^he an ofeer belonging to the 

3n5 render the word, court, and near to the king's 

rhou K \ fancy; for perfon. He is alfo called ur 

ugn the Hebrew word fari^ tabachim, which,, in its pri- 

S 2 " mitive 
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himfelf with fuch diligence and integrity, and proved fo 
fuccef&ful in all he iindertoolc, that his mafter foon com- 
mitted the Cvire of all his affairs wholly into his hands. 
He had been ten years in this fituation, when his miftrefs, 
captivated hy the extraordinary comelinefs of his perfon, 
made divers attempts to feduce him into a compliance 
with her wanton defires. She acepfted him one day 
when the family was abroad, in fo paffionate a manner, 
that Jofeph not thinking it fafe to ftay and expoftulate 
with her, as he had frequently done, abruptly withdrew, 
leaving his upper garment, which Ihe had laid hold of, in 
her hands- incenfed at this repulfe, fhe vowed the ruin 
of the innocent youth; and accordingly having brought 
together with her outcries all who were within hearing, 
file charged Jofeph withiher own crime, confirming the 
charge by ihewing the fkirt of the garment which fhe had 
torn. By the time her hufband came home, fhe had 
drefled up her ftory fo well, that fhe was‘,eafily believed. 
Potiphar therefore fent him to the king’s prifon where 
we ihall leave him for a while, to take a view of what 
p^ifled m his father’s family. 

Net long after Jofeph had been fold into Egypt, Judah 
marrieci thc daughter of a Canaanite, whofe name was 
Shuah, by whom he had three fons, Er, Onan, and 
Shelah. Er being cut off for his wickednefs, before he 
had any children by Kis wife Tamar,. Judah ordered his 
fecond fon Onan to take her, according to the cuftom of 
that country, and raife pofterity to his brother. Onan 
obeyed feemingly ; but not brooking the thoughts, that 
his children fhould be efleemed his brother’s, took fuch 
a wicked and unnatural way to prevent Tamar’s having 
any by him, that God was provoked to punifh him with 
death alfo. Judah therefore bid her remain a widow in 
her father’s houfe, till his third fon fhould grow up to 
fupply his brother’s place ; but the time being come, and 
Judah ncgleiSling to fend for heri as indeed he never de- 
figned it, left Shelah fhould meet with the fate of his two 
brothers, fhe refolved to put him in mind of his engage-, 
ment by fome other way. 

a Gen«r. juxix. per tot. 

midve meaning, is prince of is^ich reafon fome have ren* 
the hutchm^ from tabach, dered it, the prince of 
whibb fignifies For 

(a) Vide Mercer, jun. , 
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Judah having buried his wife about this time, as foon as Judah and 
the ufual days of mourning were over, went to overlook ''tamar. 
his fheep-ftiearers at Timnath, attended only by his 
friend Adullam. Tamar had timely notifce of his dc- 
fign ; and thinking this a favourable opportunity to 
execute her own, ihe divefted herfelf of her vndow's 
garments, covered her face with a veil, and in the attiie 
of a harlot, placed herfelf between the two ways that led 
to Timnath, Judah faw her, and taking her to be really 
what Ihe appeared, made his addrefles to her,, and pre- 
vailed. He won her confent by promifing her a kid, aijd 
leaving with her, at her re<]ueft, his hgnet, his bracelets, 
and his ftaff, as pledgee of the performance of his promife. 

The kid he immediately fent by Jiis friend Adullam \ but 
the pretended harlot had difappeared. 

Some months after this encounter, Judah was informed Tamar 
tlrat Tamar was certainly pregnant. With this intima- child-^ 
tlon he was not difpleafed, as her death would have freed 
him from his promife of marrying her to Shclah. 

He pretended, however, to bp highly provoked at her 
incontinency, and condemned her accordingly to the 
dames (M) ; but, upon her producing the above mentioned ^ 
pledges, and declaring that the owner of them was the 
father of the child, Judah, in the greatefl coiifufion, owned 
that file was the more innocent oP the two, and that he 
had wronged her in with-holding Shelah from her. He ab~ 
afterwards conduced her home, but never touched her 
from that period. Wlicn her full time came, ftie brought ^ prance 
forth twins ; but the manner of their birth was very fur- birth. 
prifing, for one of them putting forth his hand, the mid- 
wife tied a fcarlet thread round it, as a token of his being 
the firft-born ; but be withdrew his hand, and the other 
coming firft into the world, he was called by his mother 
f*hares, or Breach^ by rcafon of the breach he had made 
between his brother and him j the brother-twin was called 


Jofeph, mean while, had ingratiated himfelf fo much of FI. 
with the gaoler in Egypt, that he entrufted him with the 

lit 171^. 

CM) Some think that Ju- 
“‘‘b, as head of his own fa- 
mily, had power of life and 
death over all that belonged to 
but it U hardly probable 
*bat the Canaanites, in whofc 
country they dwelt, would give 
^ ftranger fuch power. It is 
**iorc likely, tbereforej that he 


meant only that flie flioultl be 
brought before a court of jii- jopph, 
dicature, and fentenced accord- 
ing to the laws of the counto’’- 
But whether judge or profe- 
cutor, it was an inhuman dep 
to put a woman to death before 
Khe was delivered. 
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care of all tlie prifoners. To two of them, who were men 
of fome diftindion, viz. Pharaoh’s chief butler and baker, 
jofeph not only interpreted their remarkable dreams, but 
told them alfo the precifc- time when they fhould fee 
them fulfilled. Accordingly, in three days the butler was 
reftored to his place, and the baker hanged. Jofeph took 
this opportunity of addrefling himfelf to the former, to 
beg his aflillance and intereft towards his releafe, telling 
him at the fame time how he had been fold out of his 
country, and falfely accufedby his miftrefs, and what elfe 
he thought proper to move him to comply with his 
reciueft. 

The former being fet at liberty, and reftored to his 
place, never remembered his fellow-prifoner till two years 
after, when the two faibous dreams of Pharaoh forced 
him, in a manner, to recall him to his remembrance, and 
recommend him to the king, as one who had ^ much 
greater talent for interpreting dreams, than any he had 
yet confulted. Upon his recommendation Jofeph was 
fent for out of prifon, and Pharaoh told him his dreams, 
promilinghim a confiderable reward, if he could give him 
a true interpretation. This mormreh dreamed he had 
feen feven lufty fat cows feeding on the banks of the 
Nile, which feven others, le«n and ill-favoured, came and 
devoured, without grooving either fatter or larger m con- 
fequence of this repaft. His fecond dream exhibited 
feven full ears of corn devoured by feven tjvat were 
blailcil. Jofeph declared that the feven cows and feven 
ears of corn imported the fame meaning; that the dream 
being repeated was only a fign that the event was to 
happen immediately ; that the feven fat cows and full 
cars fignified feven years of extraordinary plenty, which 
nevcrtfielcfs would he quite forgotten in the feven fuc- 
cceding years of famine, fignifiea by the feven lean cows 
anchblafted ears. He therefore advifed the king to ap- 
point a wife ami expert minifter over his whole kingdom, 
who fhould build granaries, and fend officers into every^ 
province to lay up a fifth part of all the corn of the feven 
plentiful years agafnft the fucceeding ycars..of famine. 

The king and all that Hpard him were furpiifed at the 
wifdom of this young ftrangcr, who was then but thirty 

J ^ears old, concluding that he himfelf was^hc fitteft pej" 
bn to be fet over the kingdom, and to put bis propofal in 
execution. He was d^reupon appointed mafter and 
ov^cer of Pharaoh’s houfe ; and orders were given that 
he fhould be obeyed in ail things, as if he had oeen ni(> 
jihrch himfelf, ITic king’ gave him his own fignet off his 

finger i 
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iinger i caufed him to be cloathed in fine lincHi ai^id put 
SI gold chain about his neck ; declaring him fuperiiitend- 
ant over his whole kingdom, and next to himfelf in au- 
thority ; he gave him moreover the name of Zaphnah- 
Paaneah, which fignifies a revealer of yrrrprj(N) ; bellowed marrh 
on him in marriage the daughter of Potipherah, priell, or 
prince of On (O); and allowed to ride in his fecond cha- 
riot, while the men that ran before it cried, “ Bow the 
knee.” Jofeph being raifed to this height of power, Yr. ofFl. 
made a progrefs through the whole kingdom; built his ^ 633. 

granaries; appointed proper officers in everyplace; and Ante Chr. 
ordered all things with fuch prudence and application, - ' 7 ' 5 * 
that before the feven years of plenty were expired, he 
found his Itores filled above numbering. During this pienry, 
time he had two fons born of Ws wife Afenath ; the lirll Manajfgk 
of whom he called Manafleh, intimating that “ God had 

phraxm 

(N) Thefe are not Hebrew the Egj^ptian priefls and laity. 
words, as fame rabbies dream ; However that be, we mull not 
for though the firft may be de- millake the city of On fur that 
rived from zaphan, to hide^ of No, threatened with de- 
yet the original of paaneah is llru£lion by Ezekiel, which 
not to be found in the Hebrew, was Alexandria. On was He- 


St. Jerom and others think it liopolis, the chief city of the 
fignifies a faviour o f the nxiorld\, canton of that name, called by 
but it is moll probable, that it Pto\pmy, Onium, dlfiant about 
fignifies the revealer of fccrets^ twenty miles from Memphis, 
and is accordingly fo rendered the metropolis of the kingdom, 
by moll Jewilh and Chrifiian Nor mull vve confound this 
expofitors (j). Potipherah with the perfon to 

(O) As It is not likely that whom Joieph W'as fold, as Sr, 
Jofeph fhould fo foon have for- Jerom has done. The names 
gotten his religion, as to marry are differently written ; the 
the daughter of an uncircum- firft Potiphar, and the other 
cifcd perfon, whether prince or Potipherangh, ending with the 
priell, on the one hand; and letter y (ain). One is called 
on the other, Potipherah could captain of the guards, the 
not but be defirous to purchafe other, prince or priell of On. 
fo advantageous an alliance ai The former therefore mull 
any rate ; the new favourite have his refidence in the ca- 
might have fei;&ed this oppor- pital, to be always about the 
(unity of inCtoducing circum- King; the other lived at On, 
cifion into the family, and or Heliopolis (4). 
thence, by degrees, among all 


(3) Vide Maim on. Hieron. in (oc. Eogubin, &c. Targ, OnkcL 
in loc» Jofeph. Antiq. lib. ii. cap. 6. LXX. Grot. Jon. in loc. 
^ > 1 * (4) Vide Genef. xlii. 18. £zck. xxa. j(. Hieron. 

loc. Hebr. 
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made liim forget all his toils and the next he called 
Ephraim, bccaufe God had rendered him fruitful in the 
land of his afflidllon. Thefefeven plentiful years were fuc- 
cceded immediately by the other feven of famine \ nor 
was the fcardty confined to Egypt, but was felt all over 
the land of Canaan, and all tne nations round about. 
As foon therefore as the Egyptians came to be in want of 
bread, they applied to Pharaoh, who commanded them 
to repair to jofeph ; upon which he immediately ordered 
his ftores to be opened, and corn to be fold to the people 
who flocked to him, not only from all parts of Egypt, but 
from all the neighbouring countries *. 

Jacob, who was not exempt from the common cala^ 
mity, hearing that there was com to be bought in Egypt, 
fent ten of his fons thithfcr to buy grain, and kept only 
Benjamin at home. Thefe, upon their arrival in Egypt, 
were directed to Jofeph for an order. When they came 
into his prefence they proftrated themfclves before him, 
and begged they might be fupplied with corn. Jofeph 
knew them immediately, though he was fo altered that 
they could not call him to mipd ; affuming a fevere look, 
he alkcd, in angry tone, whence they came? and, upon 
their anfwering from Canaan, he charged them with 
being fpies,, come to difeover the weaknefs of the land. 
They aiTured him, in tlje moll fubmiflive terms, that they 
were all one man’s fons ; that they had left a younger 
brother with their father, who had been blclfed with an- 
other befidcs, but he was now no more. Jofeph laying 
hold of the declaration, told them, with an imperious air, 
that unlefs one of them would go and fetch this youngelt 
fon, wliilft the reft were kept in fafe cuftody, he would 
not be perfuaded but that they were fpies, and would 
puniftj them accordingly. To fliew that he was in earned, 
he fent them all to prifon, and kept them there three days; 
at the expiration of which be fent for them, and, in a 
milder tone, faid to them^ ** This do and live, for I fear 
Gqd : let one of you remain a prifoner with me, whilft 
the reft go home with provifion for your family; and, 
when yoii bring your youngeft brother hither, he lhall be 
delivered up fafe, and you will be juftified.” He then com- 
inandcd Simeon, who had, perhaps, been one of his moll; 
bitter enemies, to be bound before their eyes, and fent 
to prifon, whilft he had the pleafure to hear them con- 
fpfs their inhumanity to their brother, whofe cries had 


xio\ 
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not been able to foften them into pity ; acknowleging, that 
this misfortune had befallen them as a juft punifliment 
for their unnatural behaviour to Jofeph. Here Reuben 
had an opportunity of juftifying liinifelf, by reminding 
them of the pains he took to dilTuade them from the 
horrid fad, not imagining that he was underflood bjr any 
but his brerhrtn, for Jofeph fpoke to them by an inter- 
preter. At length, having learnt all that he wanted to 
know, he difmined them, not without contriving a frcfli 
occafidn of furprizc to them after they were gonej hav- 
ing bid the officer, who was to fill their facks with corn^ 
return their money, by putting the price in the mouth of 
each fack. Accordinelv, when they halted to give fomc 
provender to their bcafts, they were not a little alarmed to 
find all their money in their Tacks, and failed not to 
make all the difnial refledions upon it that their fear 
could luggeft i concluding, that the haughty Egyptian 
lord had prndifed this expedient that he might have a 
pretence to enflave them at their next coming- Arriving 
at their own home, they acquainted their father with all 
thefe adventures, who, though he was grieved at the de- 
tention of his fon Simeon, was much more fo when he 
found that Benjamin muft go down to redeem him. He 
withflood all their perfuafions as long as he could • ; till 
at length, the famine increafing, ftnd the provifion being 
almoft fpent, Judah prevailed upon him fo part with his 
favourite fon for a time, promifing to bring him fafeback, 
or elfe to be anfwerable for him at the hazard of his 
life (X). As it was not without the utmoft reludancc 


■ Gen. xliii. per tot, 


(X) The whole condud of 
Jofeph, from his being firft 
brought into Egypt, to his 
difeovering himl'elt to his bre- 
thren, having been very much 
, canvaHed and difapproved, it 
^ill not be amifg to enq^uirc 
how far it dcfefves cenfure, 
and how far it may be jullified. 
He li blamed for not having 
fent word to his ^ther of hi^, 
condition, who would have re- ‘ 
deemed him at any rate, the 
city of Memphis, where he 
yvos fold) not being above 


eighty miles at moft from He- 
bron, where Jacob dwelt. To 
this ftridurc it may be anfwcr- 
cd, That if he had returned 
home, his brethren would, in 
all likelihood, have taken a 
more effcdlual way to be rid of 
him, and, upon the firft op- 
portunity, have put their for- 
mer blo^y feheme in execu- 
tion* And fecondly, Eg}'pt 
being the place where he ex- 
ped^ the preferment, which 
hts dreams had forc-fignified 
to him, it was by no mc^ns 
advife- 
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that Jacob confented to this reparation, fo he failed not. 
to give his fons the ftrit^ell charge about him, to take all 
the proper meafures for their fafe return, and to gain the 
Jacob's favour of the proud Egyptian lord. He bid them carry 
freftnisift double, their money and make ready fuch prefents as they 
Jojeph. thought would be acceptable (Y). Having intreated hea- 
ven 


advifeable fnr him to leave it, 
but to wait patiently there for 
the event. Again, he is blam- 
ed for bis rough and unjuft 
ufage towards his brethren, 
which, it is pretended, fa- 
vours of the rankeft revenge. 
But if revenge had been the 
chief.motive of his behaviour, 
he could have indulged it in a 
more effectual way, without 
any danger of being called to 
anaccount; whereas, it is plain, 
he had a much better defign, 
namely, either to make them 
repent of their heinous cruelty, 
or in order to inform himfclf 
of the ftate of his family, ef- 
pecially of his father and of 
his brother Benjamin ; or laft- 
ly, to make them relifti his 
future kindnefs the better by 

f irevious rough ufage. The 
aft, and indeed the moft con- 
fiderable article of the charge, 
is the peremptory manner in 
which he inflfted upon their 
bringing hjs brother Benjamin 
into Egypt ; a circuinftance 
which ne knew would caufe 
an infinite deal of grief to his 
aged father, if not break his 
heart ; and if he refufed to 
fend him, the whole family 
muft have ftiu'ved at home, 
and Simeon would have remain- 
ed in bonds. As for the latter 
part of the charge, Jofeph bad 
It ftill in his power, if ne had 
found that his other brethren 
ihiyed longer than ordinair, to 
have fent Simeon home with 


what meflage and fupply he 
leafed ; but as for his caufing 
acob to pafs fo many days, if 
not weeks, in all the fear and 
anxiety that fo dear a fon’s ab- 
fence, and danger, could caufe, 
it cannot eafily be juftlfied any 
other way, than by fuppofing 
that Jofeph did certainly fore- 
fee what would happed; and 
that his father’s grieving fome 
time for Benjamin, would be 
fo far from endangering his 
health, that it would only in- 
creafe his joy when he faw him 
again, and give a greater relilh 
to the news of his own advance- 
ment and fuccefs in Egypt. 
Without this fuppofirion, it is 
plain, fuch a fudden tranlition 
from an excefs of forrow to a 
tranfj)ort of joy, was of itfelf 
fufticient to have endangered 
his life or his fenfes. 

(Y) The generality of our 
expofitors have not been very 
happy in their tranflation of 
fome of the prefents which Ja- 
cob lent into Egypt r and fome 
learned critics, of a later date, 
have endeavoured to give us 
a more rational account of 
them. Speh were the honey, , 
nuts, and almonds, which could 
be no great rarities in Egypt, 
nor, indeed, any of the others, 
except, the balm, which was 
that of Gilead, of great price 
all the world over ; but as for 
refin and wax, they could not 
be worth fending. BocUart 
thinki it WK refm or curpei^' 
nne, 
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ven for tbeir good Aiccefs, he difmided thcnn, little dream- 
ing what happy tidings he fhould hear at their return, to 
make him amends for hisfon’s abfeiice. When they ap- 
peared before Jofeph, with thpr brother Benjamin, he 
commanded his Reward to condud them to his houfe, 
where he intended they ihould dine with him. But they, 
who had abandoned themfelves to fear, began to fufpe^l 
that fome ill defign was hatching to enilave them, upon 
account of the money which they had found in their 
facks 5 to prevent which, they aflured the Reward, that 
they had brought it back, with a new fupply, to buy fomc 
frem provifions. He feeing their concern, bid them not 


tine, rather than balm of Gi- 
lead, bccaufe Giitad w^as on 
the 4^ther lide Jordan, at fome 
dillance from Jacob’s habita- 
tion j but this will not prove 
that there was none to be 
bought there, or to be fent for 
upon fuch an occafion. He 
adds, indeed, that Jofephus 
affirms balm to have been un- 
known in Judaa, till the queen 
of Sheba brought fome ot it to 
Solomon from Arabia Felix ; 
but Jofephus may be miftaken, 
Belides, how came Gilead to 
be fo famous for it afterwards ? 
The queen hardly brought the 
trees with her,* and, if Solo- 
mon had fent for them after- 
wards, he would have planted 
them, in all likelihood, nearer 
to his own reiidcnce ; but, 
whatever it was, it is plain, 
the refin and turpentine could 
not bea prefent worth Jofeph's 
acceptance. The next is ho- 
ney, which was indeed very 
much admired by the ancients, 
as well Jews as Gentiles, for 
a delicious food; but unlefs 
that of Canaan was better than 
ordinaiy, it was hardly worth 


fending to an Egyptian prime 
rflinifter, liiice it is hardly pof- 
fible that country (hould be 
without it. It is moft likely, 
therefore, that they were dates, 
which arc called by the fame 
name, debefh, as the Jewilh 
dodtors obferve, ,and which, 
when full ripe, yield a fort of 
honey. The Arabic calls dates 
duboos, and the honey of them 
dibo or dibes, to this day ; 
and, it is plain that Judsea a- 
bounded in palm-trees of all 
forts, more efpccially about 
Jericho, if we may believe Jo* 
fephus and Pliny. The next 
is what wc iranflate fpices; 
but the Hebrew word nckoth 
doth rather lignify ftorax^ a 
noble aromatic gum, that was 
put into all precious oint* 
ments. Myr, or as it is in the 
original lot^ is rather the Radlc 
orladanum of the Chaldee and 
Septuagint, the laR name 
coming nearer the Hebrew 
word. It is thought to be the 
gum of the cyprefs-tree, and 
was one of the aromatics in 
the perfume prcfcribed by God 
to Moiea(i). 


(i) Vide T Sanii xiv. * Sam. xvil, *9. Cant. v. 1. Sucton. 
de Neron. cap. xxvii. U ah Bochart Hieroaoic. lib. iv. cell. 

SSa. £xod. jou. 14. 
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ht under any apprehenfions about it, and brought them 
into the houfe, where they found their brother Simeon. 
He then acquainted them that they were to dine with his 
lord, who would return by noon; upon which they made 
ready their prefents, and laid them before him with the 
utmofl reverence, as foon as he came home. Jofeph 
having falu ted them round, began to enquire after their 
father's health, and whether that was their youngell bro- 
ther that flood before him. Benjamin bowed his head to 
the ground, and Jofeph having blefled him, ordered the 
vitluals to be ferved. They were placed according to 
their rank and feniority, whilfl he fat at table by himfelf, 
and his Egyptian guefts at another; for it was an abomi- 
nation to the Egyptians to eat with the Hebrews. Jofeph, 
according to the cuftom of the country fent difhes from 
his own table to all his brethren ; and they were Hot a 
little furpiifed to fee how cxa<flly he ferved them, ac- 
cording to their feniority; but much more fo when they 
faw Benjamin’s portion five times larger than any of the 
reft, which was an ufual mark of honour to the perfon to 
whom it was fent. After they bad eaten and drank plen- 
tifully, they began to think of taking their leave, and of 
going about their other affairs ^ ; but Jofeph bad yet one 
more mortification in refenre for them, before he difeo- 
vered himfelf. He dire^ed his fteward to put his drink- 
ing-cup into Benjamin’s fack, and overtaking them at 
fome diftance from the city, after a thorough fearch, to 
bring the pretended thief back as a prifoner. The order 
was punftually executed, and we may eafily imagine iheir 
furprize and concern when the filver cup was produced 
out of the fack of their younger brother. They made all 
poifible bafle to load their afies again, and returned to 
Jofeph, who received them with a warm reprimand 
for thus requiting his kindnefs and civility, alTuring 
them, however, that though he might juftly punifli 
them all, yet the perfon only upon whom the cup 
was found, fiiould remain a Have, whilft the reft might 
go home in peace* After they had exprefied their grief 
and fliamc in the humbkft manner, Judah, who had 
taken Benjamin under his care, addreiling himfelf to 
jofeph in the moil pathetic terms, acquainted him with 
his father’s extreme fondnefs for the lad, the great dif- 
ficulty they had to perfuade him to part with one he fo 
tenderly loved, and the danger of his grieving to death for 

* Vide Zenoph. in Vit. Cyr. lib. viii. «= Gen. xliii. per rot. 

the 
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tlie lofs of him. He likewife offered himfclf at the fame 
time as an equivalent for his brother, with fuch 2eal and 
concern, that Jofeph was no longer able to contain him- 
fclf. His bowels began to yearn, and his tears to flow fo 
fall, that he was forced to fend all the by-ftanders away, 
whilft he made himfclf known to his brothers. When he 
told them, that he was Jofeph their brother, which was 
all that his full heart would let him utter, they were all ^ 
ftfuck'with fuch a mixture of joy and furprize for a con- 
fiderable time, that they could make no anfwer, neither 
did they dare even to look towards him, to convince them- 
felves that it was really he. Jofeph, defiring them to 
draw nearer, embraced them all round with great tender- 
nefs ; and, to difpel all their farther apprehenfions, told 
them, that their felling him ii^to Egypt having been di- 
redted by an uufeen Providence,' and proved the means of 
fo mUch good both to bimfelf, to them, and to all Egypt; 
he was fo far from refenting it, that theyfhouid never hear 
it fo much as mentioned by him from that day. During 
this affeding feene, fome of the Egyptians M^ent and ac- 
quainted the king and the whole couit, that the minifter’s 
brethren were come to buy corn*. Jofeph, wl^o only fent 
the Egyptians out of the room, that he might be without 
witnefles whilft he difeovered himfelf to them, went him- 
fclf with the news of it to Pharaoh, fuppofed to have 
been Thufimaros kirig of Lower Egypt who told him, Pharaoh's 
that fince his father had fuch a numerous family, and the orders rp 
famine was not half over, he might fend for them, and 
place them in what part of the country he thought lit j 
pTomifing that they Ihould never want provifions, nor any 
other favour he could Ihew. He likewife ordered him to 
fend them a frefli fupply of grain, and fuch other necef- 
faries as they might want for their journey, and chariots 
to bring their wives, children, and bell moveables ; tell- 
ing them, that they needed not regard the ordinary ftulF, 
fince the good of the land was before them. Jofeph Jofef^h 
gladly obeyed the king's orders, and, befides the chariots ff^dsfor 
and provifions, fent to his father ten alTes laden with the 
choiceft commodities of Egypt } he likewife prefented his 
brethren with changes of garments, and diftinguifhed 
Benjamin by the addition of a large fum of money ; then 
he difmiflTed them with a ftridl charge, that they (hould 
not fall out by the way. It is not to be doubted but their 
journey was performed with great alacrity. They found 

■ Gen. xlif. per tot, ^ Sir Robert Marlii, Shuckford, k al, 

their 
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their father alive and well, whofc firft care was to loot 
out for his favourite fon, whom having joyfully received, 
he thought himfelf at the height of his happinefs. But 
when they acquainted him with jofeph’s grandeur, and 
told him, that he ^as the very man, who had given them 
fuch mortal aJarmsj the good old man, unable to bear fo 
^muefa good news at once, fainted away in their arms, and 
being come to himfelf, doubted whether it was not a 
dream. At length, wbeh they produced Jofeph’s pre- 
fents, and the Egyptian chariots, his doubts and fears 
vanifhed, and he cried out in an cxcefs of joy : ** It is 
enough for me, that my fon Jofeph lives ; I have now no- 
thing more to wifh, but to go down and fee him once more 
before I die 

'Phis eager defire of feting a fon whom he had fo long 
mourned for, in all his Egyptian glory, fpurred him up to 
haften his departure, and to overcome all the difficulties 
which the number of his children, cattle, and the other 
lumber of houffiold fluff laid in his way (A). 

Jofeph was no fooner informed of his approach, than 
he got up into his chariot, and went to meet his father; 
and their mutual joy upon this occafion was fuch, as may 
be better imagined than exprefled. After this tender 
greeting, Jofeph told them, that he would go immedi- 

c Gen. xlv. i6, Sc feq. 

^A) Neverthelefs, as his 
gratitude to God for all the 
mercies be faw himfclf bleffed 
with,, and his farther want of 
the divine proteftion to ac- 
company him fafe into Egypt, 
demanded fome ftcfh aa of 
religion, he chofe to go to 
Beerflieba, to offer fome facri- 
flccs there ; both bccaufc it was 
the place where Abraham and 
ilanc bad lived fo long, and fo 
happily ; and becaufe it was 
in hifl way to Egypt, being the 
utmoff boundary of Canaan, 
towards the fouth. Here God 
appearing to him again, bade 
him not fear to go down, for 
he Would be wim him, and 

(i) Vide Gen, ziri. i— ». 

ately> 


protedt him, and in due time 
bring his pofferity out of E- 
cypt, to enter into the pofTef- 
lion of the Proraifed Land ; 
adding, that as for Jacob, he 
fhould have the comfort to 
live near his fon Jofeph, and 
to die in his arms. Ifraeh thus 
comforted, and encouraged, 
h aliened to the metropolis of 
Egypt. When he was within 
fome fmall diffance from it, he 
fent Judah before to acquaint 
Jofeph with his arrival, and to 
defire him to come come to 
him in the land of Gofhen ; 
where he had promifed they 
ihoukl be fettled (i). 
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ately, and give notice of their arrival to Pharaoh, who 
would, no doubt, have the curiofity to fend for them, paints 
and enquire after their occupation ; in which cafe he charg* 
ed them to tell him, that they, as well as their fore-fa- 
thers, were Ihepherds from their youth. This was indeed 
an occupation which the Egyptians abominated ; but Jo- 
feph uird this precaution, being afraid, lefl Pharaoh 
ihould detain them in his fervice, inftead of fending them 
into the land of Gofhen, where he was defirous they 
fliould be placed (B). Accordingly, when five of his bre- 
thren were brought before the hin^, and afked what their 
profeflion was j they anfwered him, as Jofeph had di- 
redled, adding, that the famine which raged in Canaan, 
had forced them to come with all their cattle into Egypt, 
and begging that he would pettnit them to live in the 
land of Goihen i which requell Pharaoh readily granted, 

Jofeph likewife prefented his father, who wiftied the 
king abundance of happinefs ; and, being afked how old 
he was, anfwered, a hundred and thirty. The king ex- ^'hr, 
prefling fome wonder to fee a man fo old and in good 
health, Jacob added, that his life had been fo full of trou- jacvl, 
ble, that he came vaftly fhort of the years of his aricef- flanJs bt* 
tors. After this interview, Jofeph conducted him and fortPhw^ 
his whole family to the land of Goflicn, where he took 
care to fupply them with all the n^ceflaries of life during 
the whole time of the famine. Pharaoh likewife ordered 
Jofeph to take tharge of his herds, which w^re put under 
their care accordingly. 

AVliilft Jacob and his family were maintained in peace 
and plenty by the provident care of his fon, the Egyptians 
felt the difmal effefts of the famine, which incrcafing 
daily upon them, and Jofeph felling his com at a high 
rate, foon drained them of all their money. Then they Th Egjp^ 
were reduced to fell their cattle, houfes, land, and at jtli 
length themfelves, for fubfiftenec. Thus he bought all 
their lands and perfons for the king’s ufe, and from that 


• (B) Gofhen was fituatc bc- 

tw'een the Red Sea and the 
Nile, upon the borden of 
Canaan, not far from On, or 
Hierop^ij, where his chief 
habitation was. It wd& a fruit- 
ful fpot of ground, and flt for 
cattle \ and therefore, Jofephut 


tells US, that Pharaoh kept his 
own in that place, ft was fc- 
panite from Egypt, and there* 
tore fitteft for Jacob and his fa- 
mily, which would be out of 
all danger of interfering with 
the Egyptians (z). 


(a) Vide Joihph. Ant. lib. ii. etp, 7, 
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time, they became Haves to the crown, except their’ 
priefts, who had a fuificient quantity of provifions allotted 
them out of the royal llores, without being at any ex- 
pence. One would be apt to think, that Jofeph’s zeal for 
the king’s intereft carried him beyond the bounds of com-^ 
mon prudence and humanity ; and that he did not confider, 
that whilit he took fuch an advantage over a ftarving peo- 
ple, he raifedthe king’s power to the degree of an abfolute 
tyranny, under which his family or their pofterity would 
one time or other feverely groan, as they aftually did. 
The text® as well as Jofephus tells us, that he tranfplanted 
the people from one end of the kingdom to the other; and 
^ that the miferable multitude went fome one way, and 
fome another, fubmitting to any mifery rather than that 
of ftarving ^ However, ♦in the feventh and laft year of 
fcarcity, Jofeph told them, that they might expeft a crop 
againft the next feafon ; that the Nile would overflow, 
and the earth produce again as ufual ; that he would 
diftribute frefti lands, cattle, and corn to them, that they 
might return to their ufual tillage ; upon this condition, 
neverthelcfs, that the fifth part of all the produft of their 
^ lands fliould from thenceforth go to the king, and the 
reft be theirs. The poor people were glad to fubmit to 
thefe conditions, which were much better than they.pro- 
* bably expeded. They all fet about cultivating the 
ground that was allotted them ; and from that period it 
part into a law, that the fifth part of the produiS: of the 
whole land of Egypt Ihould belong to the crown ; which 
law continued in force fevcral centuries, till a new regu- 
lation and divifion was made. As for the lands of the 
priefts, we have already obferved that they were un- 
alienable. 

WhiJft he was enjoying the fruits of hi< great fuccefs 
and policy, his family at Goflien, whom he failed not to 
vifit frequently, wonderfully inercafed, both in children 
and wealth. At length Jacob, by that time he had lived 
there feventeen years, finding himfelf grow old and 
feeble, and that bis end could not be far off, fent for his - 
- fon, and fpoke to him to this purpofe : “ Though the 
^ dcfirc of feeing a fon fodear to me as you are, ra/fed to the 
height of Egyptian glory, joined to the raging famine 
with which our land was vifited, made me willing to 
come down into this ftrange country ; yet Canaan being 


e Gen. xlvii. %%, Jof. Ant, lib. ii. cap. 7, 
Arab, Yerf. 
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the mbcritancc which God promifed to Abraham and his 
poftcrity, and where he lies interred with my father Ifaac, 
and fome others of our family, in the ground which he 
purchafed of the inh^bi^nrs \ my laft and dying requeft 
to you is, that you will not fuffer me to be buried here, but 
that you will fwear to me to fee me carried to Machpelah, 
and there depohted with my anceftors : your great power 
with the king of Egypt will eafily obtain you and me ihat 
favour, which is the Jaft I have to alk.** Jofeph did not Yr. off 
make his father wait long for that fatisfaftion ; he pro- 
mifed and fwore to him, that be would fulfil his defire j 
and Jacob bowed bimfelf upon the bed’s head, in token - - 

of adoration and gratitude ^ ^ 

Not long after this tranfadlion, word being brought to Jofeph 
Jofeph, that his father was dyii*g, he went with his two 
fons ManalTeh and Ephraim, whom he prefented to him, ^ 

begging he would give them his blclUng before he died. 

Jacob, at fight of them, found bis lirength, as it were, 
renewed. He fat up in his bed, and, addreffing himfclf 
to Jofeph, fpoke with fuch chearfulnefs, and in fuch 
ftrong and lively terms, as {hewed nothing lefs than the 
dotage or weaknefs of a dying old man. He began with 
recapitulating all the glorious promi/es which God had 
formerly made to him, concerning his numerous pofte- 
rity’s inheriting the land of Canaan, and concldded with 
the death of his dear Rachel : “ for whofe fake,’’ added 
he, I will now give you a farther proof of my affeftion : 
you have two fons born in this ftrange land, which, ac- 
cording to the ufual order of inheritance, (hould have 
only the portion of grand-children in the divifion of the 
Promifed Land ; but, I will do more for them, and they 
ihall from this day be called by my name, be efteemed 
my fons, and, as neads of two diilin^t tribes, receive a Ephraim 
double lot: thus, inflead of the tribe of Jofeph, they 
ftiall be called the two tribes of ManalTeh and Ephraim. 

But if you have any more fons after them, they fhall only /y. 

have the portion of grand-children.” He then defired his raol. 
two grand-fons to be Drought to him, and Jofeph placed the 
eldcft at Jacob’s right-hand, and the youngeil at bis left : 
but Jacob, eroding his arms, bid his right upon the 
younger, and his left upon the elder 5 which pofition, 

Jofeph aferibing to a miftake, was going to reftify it j but J' ^ 
his father told him, that he a£ted by divine direfUon j 

iidif. 
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and, In blcfling the lads, he not only preferred Ephraim 
to ManalTeh, but gave him much the larger and nobler 
blelllng 6. 

Ifrael now finding himfelf enfeebled^ and his death 
approaching, rcfolved to confecratc his few remaining 
hours in foretelling to his fons, whom he had gathered 
about him, what fiiould happen to them in the latter 
days ; and prophefied to this effect : 

Reuben, thou art my firft-born, and was once the 
firft-fruits of my might, and my ftrength ; and, as fuch, 


kh twtlve entitled to the right of primogeniture, the bell por- 
^^tubtn thy inheritance, to the dignity of thc^riefthood, 

and the fupreme authority over thy brethren : but all 
thefe prerogatives, like the unllable waters that pafs and 
return no more, are gone from thee ; becaufe thou, lit- 
tle regarding the facred chara£ler of thy father’s bed, 
didft defile it, and alienate it from me**. For which 
crime, though thou continue Hill to be a tribe in Ifrael, 
yet thou lhalt ever be far inferior to the rdt of thy bre- 
thren, in number, wealth, and ftrength. 
ilmm and Simeon, or Levi might have fucceeded to the right 
Uvia of primogeniture, which their brother's inceft has juftly 
deprived him of, had they not proved fuch inftruments of 
treacherous cruelty. May my foul be for ever preferved 
from fucii bloody counfels, and my honour unftained from 
tlieir horrid guilt ! for the ficrcenefs of their anger hurried 
them to commit murder; and the impetuofity of their 
fury made them break through all obftacles that oppofed 
them. Curfed be their fury, for it was violent ; and 
their malice, for it was Inhuman ! This cruel difpofition 
of theirs forces me to divide their tribes, that they may 
never be rejoined in Ifrael Then calling his eyes on 
Judah| he thus proceeded ; 

y.udah, “ Judah, thy name fignifics praife j and accordingly, 
thou fbalt have the praife of all thy brethren. They IhaJl 
fall proftratc before thee, as before their king and fuve- 
reign, and thine enemies fhall be forced to fubmit their 
necks to thy yoke. Like a young lion fhall my fon fall * 
upon bis prey, and lik6 an old lion, ora fierce iionel's, 
ready to rulh upon it : who ftiall dare to roufe him up ? 
The feeptre fhadl not depart from Judah, nor the law- 
giver from between bis feet, until Shiloh be comcj and 


t Gen. xlviii. per tot. ^ Gen* axxv. Vide Munit.. 

In loc. t Gen. idix. 5 , 6, f. 
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tht I)eople be gathered unto him (C>: his portion (hall 
abound with fuch fertile vineyards, fruitful trees, and 
pafture-grounds, that he lhall tic his afs to the vine and 
palm-tree, and u'^fh his garments in the juice of the 
grape, and his teeth with the milk of his kine ‘‘(D). 

“ Zcbulun’s dwellings lhall fpread themfelves along Zel/uiun, 
the borders of the fea ; and he ftiall ftretch the number of 
Jiis commodious havens as far as the city of Zidoii ^ 

IITachar, like a ftrong but indolent afs, fhall choofe JJac^ar* 
to carry burdens in the midft of his brethren, rather than 
be dcpiived of his beloved eafe, in the pleafant land of 
his inheritance, and prefer fervitude and tribute before 
the fatigues of war and conqueft 

k Gen. x 1 ix> & feq. i Gen. xlix. 13. m Gen. xlix. 14* 


(C) The difputcs about the 
meaning of this prophecy arc 
endlefs, and, in all probability, 
its obfeurities will never be 
cleared up to the fatisfaftion of 
the different enquirers. The 
Jews difagree among themfelves 
about the fignification of the 
Word mechokek, which is 
tranflated ia^vgiver. As to 
the word Shiloh, though it be 
generally fuppofed to mean 
the Meiliah ; yet as to its ori- 
ginal fignification, there is no 
Itnall controverfy. Sr, Jerom 
reads it flialoacli, from Iha- 
lach, to fen/ii othefs derive it 
Irom flialah, to he peaceable ; 
and underfiand by fhiloh, a 
peace-maker. One critic takes 
the word fliiloh to Cgnify the 
end^ and the fenfeof the words 
to be, “ that from the time 
thefceptrc comes into the tribe 
of Judah, it will continue in it, 
till that tribe be at an Cnd 
hut his opinion has been con- 
futed by Monf. Saurin, in an 


elaborate difeourfe on thatfub- 
je£t. Another modern author 
tells us, that it ought to be de- 
rived from lliulah, to fatigue^ 
he tiredy fuffcfy hnd alludes to 
the fufiferinga of the Meiliah : 
bur, without fatiguing our 
readers any farther, the moll 
probably fenfe of the word, if 
the change of a letter be al- 
lowed, will be that of the Sep- 
tuagint, OnkeloB, and others^ 
who read it, fhelo, that is, to 
^hom it belongs* The fenfe 
of it, therefore, muft be, “ that 
the feeptre lhall not depart 
from Judah, until the right 
owner, fliclo, or he to whom 
it belongs, makes his appear- 
ance in the world (1).” 

(D) The country afligned to 
the tribe of Judah, verified the 
prcdidlion exadlly, beinga fer- 
tile fpot, abounding in. vine- 
yards and fruit-trees, and af- 
fording excellent p^ure for 
cattle. 


(1) Hieron. Quftfl. Hebr. Mercer, tc al. Le Clerc in 
Comm. Fentat. inioc. Goufiet* Onom. Ling. Hebr. Calm, fab 
tofie Shilo. 
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From the Gx fons of Leah^ Jacob paGed to tbofc of 
Bilhah, Kacbel’s maid. He began with intimating, that 
the Tons of the handmaids fhould have the fame pnvileges 
withthofe of the midreiTes^and be heads and judges of their 
own tribes. Then alluding to the name of Dan, a judge, 
he declared, '' that be fhould judge his people/* that is, his 
own tribe, like the reft of the twelve j and “ that like a 
ferpdrit hid in the highway, or a viper in the fand, which 
dojK not openly affault its enemy, but bites him by the 
heel, fo Dan fhould overcome more by policy and ftrata- 
gem, than by valour and open force.** Gad,” conti- 
nued he, '' fliall be often infefted by bands of robbers, 
and plunderers j but he fhall conquer them at laft V* 

AJber, “ Aflier’s portion fhjill make him happy j it fhall abound 

with excellent corn and oil *, the bread and dainty meats 
that fhall be made of them, fhall be fit fora king^s table".” 
Uapkd'u ** Naphtali is like a large tree, well fpread, or having 
grafts, which fhoot out pleafant branches i” or, according 
to our Englifh verfion, “ Naphtali, like a hind newly ef- 
caped, or let loofc, fhall excel his brethren in fwiftnefs, 
and be remarkable for the fweetnefs of his eloquence p.’* 

Thefe four laft were the fons of the two handmaids, 
from whom he palTed with a feeming joy lo thofe of his 
beloved Rachel ; and Jofeph, whofe turn came next, 
heard his blelTing pi*onounced in the mod pompous and 
endearing terms. 

« Jofeph,** faid the good old father, fhall increafe 
daily more and more, as his nanac doth emphatically im- 
ply. His beauty attraiLfed the eyes of the fair-fex \ the 
damfcls ran upon the walls to fee him (P).’* Or, accord- 
ing to our verfion, he fhall multiply like a fruitful bough 
planted by a well-fide, whofe branches run up and fpread 
agaihft the wall. Men armed with the poifoned darts of 
rancohr and envv, hiVc caufed him a world of woe ; his 
ruin would have been unavoidable, had not the Almighty, 

^ Gen. xllx« 19. * Ibid. ycr,^%o. r Ibid, ver- ai* 

(P) 'Ac original has hn' rather choofe to derive the 
which if derived from word from paar^ io make^ or hf 
the root para^ htbasiruSfJUd^ heautijuli and then the litet'al 
as fomc do, the fente Will be, fenfe will be, Jofeph is a fin <’/ 
Jofiph is a frMitful fan ; and heauty ; the daughtirs ran ufi* 
then the word hanoth^ daugb- the walls te fig ?/’«. And this 
/err, muft be underftood figu- rwding has by fiur the mod 
rativelyof the branches ttot followers, 
run along the wall ; but we 

ia 
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in whom he trufted, protcd his ftrong (hicld and defence, 
broken his bonds from off his arms CQJ, and brought 
him out of prifon, to be a father and protcdlor to the 
houfe of Ifrael^ for this the Lord, even the God of thv 
father, fhall bJefs thee with the dew of heaven, and with 
the fatnefs of the earth, with the fruit of the womb, a 
numerous poftcrity, and the fruit of the bread, and plenty 
of all forts of cattle. May all the blciBngs promifcd to 
me, and to my forefathers, be doubled upon Jofeph’s 
head, even upon his crowned head (R) j may they out- 
top and out-ftretch the everlafting mountains, and prove 
to him more fruitful and lading than they 
Benjamin, the lad of all Jacob’s foiis, who had been Benjmiiu 
fo great a favourite of the father, probably expcfled a 
fuitable blefling from him ; but wdiether it were that Ja- 
cob faw no extraordinary merit or happincfs attending his 
tribe i or that its being afterwards blended with that of 

s Gen. xlix. ver. xi, k feq. 

( Our Englifh verfion feparated from his brethren 
and fome others render this when he was fold into Egypt ; 
verfe thui: “ but his bow yet it is not probable, that Ja- 
abode in drength, and the cob would have couched fo bar- 
arms of his hands were made barous and unnatural an a£lion 
drong;'* but this interpreta- in fuch fofit terms, when the 
tion is fomething forced. The originaf abounds with terms 
literal fenfe runs thus ; “but that are more expreflive; be- 
hc continued in the drength lides, naxar doth rather figni- 
of his bow ; and the bands of fy a feparatin^ upon a religious 
his arms (not weapons, but account ; it is therefore more 
the arms of his body), japhufu, probable, that he ufed the 
were not ftrengtbemd^ as it is word uaxir, which (igniheB 
there rendered, but, accord- in allufion to the fu- 

ing to the literal Hebrew, hro- perintendents of the king’s 
fcattered\ applicable to houihoJd, in all the eadern 
his fetters, in which fenfe the empires, who were called na- 
Septuagint, V ulgate, Chal- zirs, and probably wore fome 
dee, See. have taken it. kind of diadem about their 

• (R) We have here likewife heads, by way of didindion 
ventured to depart From the and grandeur. This fenfe will 
Englidi verfion, nazir achauf, be more agreeable likewife to 
him that voas feparate from his the Iblemn and pompous 
hothors ; for though the verb ftyle, which the patriarch ufea 
nazar dgnifics to fifarate^ throughout all Joleph*B bleff- 
whcncc the word mzarite iag(x)- 
comes ; and Jofeph waa really 

(i) Vut Calmet dift. Old Teft- in loe-fcAuft, ab cocitat. 

T 3 Judah, 
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Judah, Would make it fliarc in all its bleflings, he con- 
tented himfclf with defcribing^bim by his 6crce and warlike 
dirpofition, who, wolf-likc, Ihould ihed the blood of his 
enemies, and in the evening divide their fpoii. 

Ifrael having thus pronounced his prophetical blefling to 
every tribe, reminded them, cfpecially Jofeph, that they 
ihould bury him in the cave of Machpelah 5 and they hav- 
ing renewed their promife to him, he laid himfelf again 
in his bed, where he foon after expired, being one hun- 
dred and forty-feven years of age, feventecn of which he 
had fpent in Egypt* in the land of Gofhen. 

Yr. oF FI. Here Jofeph, who . had hitherto fupprefled his grief, 
659- began to give it full vent 5 he fell upon his dead father; 
bathed his face with tears, and exprefl'cd all the filfal for- 
row that fuch a lofs could infpire ; at length, remember- 
ing his dying charge, he ordered his body to be embalm- 
ed, and made all other preparations for his funeral. The 
Egyptians, on their part, mourned for him as long as the 
procefs of his embalming lafted, namely, feventy days ; 
the ceremony of which was performed in the manner we 
haVe deferibed in a former chapter. 

His mourning* rendering him unfit to appear at court, 
he begged fome of Pharaoh’s officers to acquaint his fo- 
vereign with his father’s death, and with his lafl com- 
mands ; who made no difficulty to grant his favourite’s 
juli requell, and ordered moreover the chief officers of 
his houlhold, and the grandees of the kingdom, to ac- 
company the funeral pomp. All Jacob’s family likewife 
attended it, none {laying behind but their wives and little 
ones. The cavalcade confilled of a great number of cha- 
riots, and a vaft multitude of men on horfeback. As 
foon as they had crofled the river Jordan, and were en- 
tered into the laud of Cana^an, they made a halt of feven 
days at the threffiing^floor of Atad, -and there performed 
a funeral ceremony, which induced the Canaaiiites to call 
the place Abel-Mizraim, or thg moiirmneef the Egyptians. 
Thence they continued their march, till they arrived at 
Machpelah, where Ifrael’sfons depofited him in the cave„ 
and then returned to Egypt with the reft of the company. 
It was at this period that jofeph’s brethren, Hill dread- 
ing his refentment, fent a humble mcffiige to acquaint 
him, that 'it was their fathef^s earneft requeft, that he 
w^ould forget all paft injuries, and Hill grant them his 
protedlion. Jofeph could not refrain from tear?, whilfi 
the meflenger fpoke. He font immediately for his 
and yepeived them with the fame afe^lion as 
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be had (hewn them when Jacob was alive. He excufcd 
and comforted them, and gave them fuch frefti alTurances 
of his future love and protedion, that they went joyfully 
home tQ their families, though probably very much 
amazed at the greatnefs of his foul, a virtue to which they 
themfelves feem to have been utter ftrangers. 

Jofeph, who outlived his father about fixty years, find Yr. oF FI, 
ing his death approaching, fentfor his brethren, and told 7*3* 
them with the fame prophetic fpirit that had illuminated AnieChr. 
Jacob, that God would, according to his promife, bring 
their pofterity out of Egypt into the land of Canaan : he 
charged them therefore not to bury him in Golhen, but 
to lay his body in a coffin, to depofit it in fome fecure 
place, and to carry it away with them, and inter it in the 
ipot of ground which Jacob hnd given him by his laft 
will. He gave, up the ghoft foon after and his orethren 
took care to fulfil his laft requeft, having firft caufed his 
body to be embalmed, after the manner of the Egyptians. 

The fequel of the ftory fhews howpunftually their poftc- 
rity performed the latter part of his will, taking his body 
with them, and burying it in the place which he had ap- 
pointed (S). He was one hundred and ten years old 
when he died, having continued eighty years at that pin- 
nacle of* grandeur, to which he had been raifed by Pha- 
raoh, or rather by his own great wifdom and merit, 

V Gen, xlix. ad fin. 

(S) The Talmudifls and o- long hiftoty of Jofeph, Huffed 
the r rabbles have added a great with many fabulous circum- 
n umber of fabulous and abfurd fiances, which the eafiern peo- 
fiories to this great patriarch’s pic have Hill more enlarged 
life, which we Ihall not trouble upon. The Mahommedatis 
our readers with ; but only pretend to have feveral books 
add, upon the tefiimony of St. of his amours with Zeltikah, 

Jerom, that the Ifraelites raif- Pharaoh’s daughter, his mafitr 
tdamoft noble monument to PoriphaPs wife, which they 
Jofeph’s memory, which was make ufe of to kindle the love 
Hill to be feen in his days. It of God in their hearts, it be- 
•fiood in Sechem, in the field ing among them, what the 
which Jacob bought of Hamor, Canticles arc with the Jew s 
and afterwards gave to him ; and Chrifikiis, that is, an al- 
ia which Jofeph was ai5tt^alt7 legory of the love of Ood and 
buried. Mahommcd| in his a pious foul (a }• 

Koran, farat zii. gives us a 

(») Vide Hieron. Qu. Hebr. in GetieC Vide 

Marac, Kotes on the Alcorub Herbcl. Didion, if the word Joa- 
f«uptL 
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In Wbat manner the Ifraelites, after the death of their 
mat patron, and protedor^ became hy degrees as dread- 
fnl and odious to the Eg^rptians, as they increafed in. num- 
ber and power, till they were at length brought under 
a moft cruel flavery, will be feen in the next fedlon. 


SECT. VI. 


TTie Hijlory of She Jews, from the Beginning of their 
E^tian Bondage^ to their Entrance into the Land 
cjCanaan, 


Thi gnat 
increafe of 
thi Iff'aiU 
tttj ia 

Safi- 


H E Ifraelites in Egypt increafed fo prodigioully both 
^ in number and llrength, as to excite the jealoufy of 
the natives, long before they departed from that country. 
Indeed if wc confider, that the feventy fouls, which came 
down with Jacob, were multiplied, as Mofes tells us, to 
fix hundred thoufand men, from twenty years and up- 
wards, all able to bear arms bcfidcs thofe under twenty 
years of age, old men from Gxty to a hundred, and up- 
wards, for they lived even much longer; and women, 
which may be reafonably fuppofed to have been at leaft 
as numerous as the men : I fay, if we confider this won-* 
derful increafe (which, in a proportionate and moderate 
computation, allowing them to have brought feventy 
wives with them, the utmofl that can be fuppofed, will 
he as 140 to 280,000, that is, as 20,000 to i), we fhall 
not wonder at Egypt’s fearing, left they ftiould in a fhort 
time cover the whole face of the kingdom (T). How- 


^ Numb. i. 4S. 


(T) St. Auftin thinks, that 
this prodigioui increafe of the 
Ifraelites was ahogether mira- 
C^ilous; in which particular 
many of the Jews agree^with 
him. Abcn Ezra cells uS, that 
they brought forth three or 
four at every birth ; and terras, 
that a^woman may hring forth 
as far as feven children at once. 
Trpgui fays, that in Egypt 
thewoitscn were Sometimes de- 
Uv^red of feaett childroi at 
once* According to Simkr’a 


Computation, feventy perfons, 
if they beget a child every 
year, will in thirty years, have 
above two thoufand children, 
of which admit that one third 
part only cornea to procreate, 
in thirty years more they will 
amount to nine thoufand ; the 
third part of it will, in thirty 
ytsLTt more, be multiplied to 
forty-five thoufand ; according 
to which moderate calculatioD, 
in two hundred and ten years, 
ibe whole amount will 

Icaft, 
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ewct, it is not cafy to fix the time when their bondage be- 

f an, nor how lone they had groincA under it, when 
lofes was bom ^ fure it isf that even before that tiine» 
they began to be more and more cruelly opprefTed by the 
Egyptians, who had many caufes of batr^ againft this 
people (tJ).. But the main, and indeed Ihfficicnt motive, They art 
mentioned in the text, was their being grown To nu- hated hj 
merous, that in cafe of a war, they might join the enemy, 
and help to drive the Egyptians out of the iand‘. This 
laft confideration made fuch an impreffion upon them, 
that they refolved to weaken thein by degrees, by hard Ante Chr. 
labours, taxes (X), and all kind of opprellion- ^5 ^3- 

This ^ 


c Eaod. i. 9 , lo. 


Icaft, two millions feven hun- and day; that they were forced 
dred and fixty thouland. If, to be workers and fervers; that 
therefore, there was any thing they were employed in brick* 
miraculous or extraordinary, maxinz, digging, and build- 
it was that they Ihould be able ing ; that if any of them drop- 
to multiply at that rate, not- ped dead under their burdens, 
withftanding their hard la- they were not fuffered to bury 
hours, and cruel bondage ( 3 ). them. Jofephus fays, more- 

(U) Such as their contempt over, that they were compelled 
of all nations but their own; to di^ trenches and ditches; 
their hatred of the Ifraelites, to dram riven into channels; to 
both as fhepherds, and as He- wall'towns, calling up dykee 
brews, who killed and lived and banks to keep off inundu- 
upon thofc beads that were tioos ; nay, to credt fantallical 
worlhipped in Egypt ; the great pj^mids j that they were o- 
diffcrenceof religion, envy to bliged to learn fevcral labo- 
Xec them fo fuccefsful, and rious trades, and confined to 
emulation, perpetual labour. Another au- 

(X) It is to be obferved, thor obferves, that in order to 
that the original words-fare render them more odious to the 
maffim, which we ttanllate Egyptians, they Were ron- 
tq/k-majiers^ properly fignify ftrained to go differently ap- 
tax-gatberers i the burdens are parclled. But, without troub- 
mentioned afterwards under ling ourfeUes farther than with 
another name; fo that they what Mofes tells us, We Hull 
laid heavy tributes upon them find their work hard enough, 
to impoverilh, and heavy bur- They were forced to work in 
dens to weaken them. Philo clay and brick, and compelled 
tells US, that they were made at kngfh ta go and feek for 
to cany burdciw above thetr flubbleinftcad of ftniw, without 
firength, and to work night the leaff diminution of tlicir 

(j) Vide Aug. de Civil, lib. xvitLcap, 7, Aben Ear- ap. Munft. 
in loc* PelKan. U alt 

tafks. 
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This perfecution began under the feign of a new king^ 
who knew not Jofeph (D), or had forgot the greatJer- 
vices, which that minifler had done both the crown and 
nation of Egypt. When he found by the experience of 
ten years, at Jeaft, that neither the hardftiips he laid upon 
th^, nor all the cruelties which his officers and people 
ufed tcyi^ards them, could prevent their multiplying a^ 
fail as ever he feht for the two chief Hebrew midwives, 
Shephrah and Puah (E), and ftridlly charged them that, 
when they performed their office to the Hebrew women, 
they fhould deftiroy all the males, and let the females 
take their chance. But thefe women, who feared God, 
and abhorred fuch a cruel office, neglected the king’s 
commands, and faved all the children that were born, 
males, as well as females.* Pharaoh, extremely provoked 
at their difobedience, commanded them to be brought be- 
fore him, and, in a threatening tone, afked how they 
dared to difobey his orders ? The women had not their 
anfwer to feck. They readily told him, that the Hebrew 
women did not, like the Egyptian females, want a mid- 
wife to deliver them, being lufty and ftrong, bringii)g 
forth, like the beads of the forefls, without any affiftance; 
fo that the children were born before they (the mid wives) 
could reach their places of abodes Mofes tells us, that the 
piety and mercy of thefe good women did not pafs unre- 
warded, for God blefled them with a numerous pofterity, 
a reward heft fuited to the temper of that carnal people. 
Pharaoh, finding that thefe private diredHons proved in- 
cffedual, refolved to a£l more openly againft the Ifraelites, 
tnd to make the patents become the executioners of their 

^£xod.i. .S. K Exod. i. pair. 


talks, of which if they chanced 
to fall Ihorc, their overfeers 
were fcYcrely beaten. 

(D) Who this king was, 
the learned have not been able 
tcriainly to difeover ; ail their 
tabours on this fubjeift amount 
to no more than conjectures, 
fcvery one of which contradids 
tmoeber ; and all of them are 
closed with fuch difiiculdes 
BnoOTjetionBf^as we cannot 
pretcad to farmount. The 


reader, may confult on thiar 
head Eufeb, Hicron. Chronic. 
Uftier,fub A.M. 2^27. Shuck- 
ford, Counct, vo!. ii. p. 206. 
Jofi Ant, lib. ii. cap. 9. Ge- 
nebrard. Chronogr- p. 1 1 . fub 
A. M, 2660. 

(E) Though Mofes men- 
tions but two midwives, yet 
we muft not fuppofe that they 
coutd fuffice for fuch a vaft 
number of women. 


own 



from ihtir Egyptian S^dage^ isSc; 

ojsm children. To this end he iffued out an order, under 
the fevereft penalties, that every Hebrew male child that 
was born, fliouJd be call into the Nile, and that none 
but the females fhould be fuffered to live ; by which de- 
cree the people faw themfelves obliged either to drown 
their own children, or to fee them drowned by the Egyp- 
tians, as foon as they were difcovercd, and themfelves 
fcvercly puhilhed for not obeying the king’s edi^l:. Such 
a cruel command could not but produce the greatell con- 
Iternation among the affliQed Ifraclites, too prone natur- 
ally to defpond and diftruft God’s promifes. But the Divine 
Providence, w^hofe defigns could not be fruftrated, either 
by the private artihees, or open violence of the king of 
Egypt, made this tyrant the inftrument of bringing up 
that very child whom he defi^ncd to be the deliverer of 
his people 

Amram, the fon of Kohath, and graiid-fon of Levi, 
had married Jochebed, the daughter of Levi, his owm 
aunt(F), by whom he had two children before the king’s 
edi£l, viz. Miriam and Aaron ^ ; but Mofes, not being 
born till fome time after the promulgation of it, and he 
proving a lovely and beautiful child, the parents felt a 
more than ordinary reluif ancy to obey the cruel ordinance, 
fo that they ventured to keep him privately during the 
fpace of three months, till, at laft, fearing the extreme 
danger of a difeovery, which would have proved fatal 
both to the child and themfelves, they were forced, 
though with the utmofl regret, to expofe him like the 
reft. Accordingly, they inclofed him in a fmall ark of 
bulrulhes, or rather of the flags of the tree of which the 
Egyptians made their paper and committing him to the 
mercy of the waves, left Miriam, his filter, who w as then 


Gregor, lib. viii. Moral. 
Anliq. lib. ii. cap. 9. 

(F) We have ventured t^ 
call Jochebed Amram’s aunt, 
though the Stptuaginr, Vul- 
gate, and, after them, many 
learned expotitors. both papifts 
and proteltams, have thou^t 
that me was no more than hU 
uncle Kohath’s daughter, and 
confequcntly his coufin-gcr- 
man, becaufe the marriage of 
ap aunt was afterwards for- 


lExod, vi. 20. ^ Jof, 

bidden in the Levitical law. 
For though the word dod, in 
the original, fometimes figni- 
fies an K7tclc*s fon^ and doduh, 
an uttcU^s daughter^ or CDuJin- 
german 5 yet, feeing Mofes 
tells us, that Ihe was bom un- 
to Levi, and accordingly calls 
her Amram's aunt in another 
place, we thought we might 
ftdeiy give her chai oame. 

about 
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a1)out nine or ten years of age, at a convenient diftance, to 
watch, and fee what would become of the infant. The 
reeds and flags, with which that river abounds, foon ilop« 
ped the cradle from being carried by the current : and here 
It was that God fent him a happy deliverer from all fu- 
ture dangers, on account of the king’s edifl;. This was 
Pharaoh^s daughter, who being come to the river, with a 
defign to bathe, fpied the ark as fhe was walking along 
the ihore. Her curiofity induced* her to fend fome of her 
retinue to fetch it j and it was not long before her fur- 
^ prize, at the light of fo beautiful a child, was fucceeded 

. by an irrefiRible love and compalEon. She immediately 
concluded that it was the child of fome of thofe unfortu- 
nate Hebrews who groaned under her father's heavy 
thraldom ; her pity told he^ that fo lovely a boy deferved 
a better fate, and that it was her duty, fince chance had 
thus thrown him in her way; at any rate to favc him from 
the common ruin. 

mdhrouffht Providence, which conduffed the whole feene, infpired 
her with the defign to have him educated as her own fon, 
JLikttr, time, impelled young Miriam to ap- 

proach theprincefs, and offer hcrfclf to fetch a Hebrew 
nurfe to fuckle the foundling. She had no fooner ob- 
tained this permifiion, than (he ilCw, with all imaginable 
joy, to call the mournftyl Jochebed, who came and re- 
ceived the dear infant from the hands of theprincefs, and 
with him an exprefs order to take the fame care of him as 
if he were her own. As (he did not know the child’s 
real name, (he gave him that of Mofes, feeing (he had 
drawn him out of the water (G) ; and having promifed 
the nurfe an ample reward ioi her care of him, the joyful 

(6) Mofes is here thought likely thtr the word mofeh is 
to have hebratzed his name, derited from the Hebrew maf- 
in ofdcr to exprefs the fenfe of fah, which fignifies to drttixj 
the Eg3^uan appellation, which out^ and is taken in that fenfe 
had been given him by Pha- by the Pfalraift, Pf. xviii. 17, 
raoh’s daughter. The word ^ He fliall draw me out of 
mo, ormou, in the Egyptian many waters;” which verb 
tongue, according to Jc^hus, might probably be common to 
iJMitfr, and yfes, or the Hebrew and Egyptian 
il^ hgnifies freftrvedi and tonnes, both in found and 
fo Mo-yfes, wm fr^bryoi m hgiufication (s)« 

^ water I but it is nunc 

|a) SimlertOiattder in loe. Vilkt in Eaod. cap.ih 17* 

mother 
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Blotter went Jiome, to impart to her hufbaod the new^ of 
this happy accident 

This iignal care of Providence failed not to make them 
look upon Mofes as a child deCgned for fome glorious 
purpofe i and to give him an education fuitablc to the 
idea they had conceived of his importance* They brought 
him^ in due time, to Pharaoh’s daughter, who adopted 
him for her fon, and gave orders that he fhould be in« 
llru£l;ed in all the kinds gf learning for which that country HhidMc0 
was renowned K However, his parents had fo well in- 
ilrud^ed him in their religion, and informed him of his 
real birth, that he made no other ufe of the education 
which the princefs gave him, than to confirm himfelf 
more and more agiinn the fuperftidons and idolatry of 
the Egyptians, and to make himfelf fit to anfwer thofe 
great ends for which he feemed to be defigned by Provi- 
dence. It was this confidcration that induced him to 
prefer the reproachful and defp^red name of Ifraelite to all 
the pomp and glory of Pharaoh’s court It was this 
Jove to his own nation, which made him viiit and com- 
miferate their diftrefs, and, where it was in his power, 
relieve them from their opprelfion, though at the hazard 
of his own life : having obferved, one day, an Egyptian 
ufing a Hebrew with fome uncommon barbarity, he was 
fo exafperated at this outrage, t(jat, feeing no body near, 
he fell upon the opprcflbr, killed him, and buried his 
carcafe in the fand. If what Jofephus tells us be true ”, 
that he had, before this time, commanded Pharaoh’s 
troops, and made fevcral fuccefsful campaigns againft the 
Ethiopians, who had ravaged and plundered feme pro- 
vinces of Egypt, we need not wonder at his martial fpirit 
Ihewing itfelf upon fuch an occafion ; but we arc not furc 
that what this hiftorian fays is really feeing Philo, 
who had purpofdy written Mofes’s life, and had belter 
opportunities of being informed of all the particulars of it, 
is altogether filent on this fubjeft ; and Mofes himfelf 
IS fo far from mentioning any fuch warlike prowefs, 
that be rather deferibes himfelf as a man of the utmofi: 
meeknefs and patience : we mull therefore fuppofe 
that the injury done to the Hebrew was of fuch a 
nature, that it either deferved death, or could not be pre- 
vented but by killing the Egyptian. However that he, 

Mofes was not fo fafc as he imagined ; for, endeavouring 

k Ejtod, ii* per tot. * Aft. vii •*. "Hebr. xi. S4» ^ 
a AnUlib. ii. cap. lo, 

foott 
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foot! after to compofe a difference betweeil two Hebrews^ 
whofe cruel flavery could not hinder them from injuring 
one another, the more guilty of the two afked him, 
whether he defigned to kill him as he had (lain the Egyp- 
tian ? Finding, therefore, that the faft was knoWn, and 
fearing the effe£l:s of Pharaoh’s refentment, he fled into 
the land of Midian, not daring to rely too rriiich upon the 
proteftion of his adoptive mother. It is fuppofed, how- 
ever, that he had made ufe of that princefs’s intereft, long 
before, to get that bloody edift againft the Hebrew male 
children recalled, fince the fequel of the hiftory (hews, 
that it had not been put in force for fomc time. The 
news of the flain Egyptian was brought to the king, and 
in all likelihood aggravated, with the blackeft circum- 
flances, by the jealous couftiers \ fo that, had not Mofes 
made all poflible hafteto pafs thofe great deferts, that lay 
between Egypt and Midian (H), and fafely reached hof- 
pitable Jethro’s habitation, he would infallibly have been 
put to death. At his arrival in that country he met with 
luch another adventure as Jacob’s in Padan-Haran ", by 
the well whither the damfels ufed to come to water their 
flocks \ an account of which, and of his forty years abode 
there, has been given in the hiftory of the Midianites. 

How he fpent his time in his long retirement, fave that 
he kept Jethro’s flocks, what he has not thought fit to 
acquaint us with. Thofe who fuppofe that he wrote the 
book of Job during this interval, have certainly this 
ftrong argument on their fide, that it appears to have been 
written before the deliverance of the Ifraelites out of 
Egypt, otherwife it wereabfurd to imagine that either Job 
or his friends, confidering what country or kindred they 
were of, could be either To ignorant of the wonders whicn 
God had wrought in favour of that opprefled people, or 
fo forgetful of them^ ^ not to have urged them^ in the 


• ^GeU.xxix. 9. 

(H) We muft take care to tells us, the ruins of It were 
diftinguilh this land of Midian, ftill to be feen in his days: 
of which an account has been wber^, this ivhlch Mofes 
already given, from another of went to, was in Arabia Petraa, 
thacname, whofe chief city was whofe metropolis was called 
alfo called Midian, and might Petra, not far From Mount 
be a colony of the other, fitu- Horeb, where he kept Jethro’s 
nte by Arnon and Areopolis, flocks (3}* 
secordmg to St. jerom, who 

C})yideHicron,loCi^Btbridc> Biod. iii. 1. 

itronge^ 
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ftrongeft terras, during their long and intiicatc control 
veify about the various dirpcnfations of Providence, 

And, indeed, w^ere not Job fo often mentioned by Eze- 
kiel p, virith Noah and Daniel, much might be faid 
for thofe who look upon this hiftory as a parable, or 
rather a dramatic piece, written on purpofe to comfort 
the affli^fcd Ifraelites under their heavy bondage. 

As the reader may have a defire to know all the proba- 
ble particulars that can be CDll8£ked on this fubjeft, we 
ihall fubjoin them in few words. 

The molt ancient monument we have concerning the A dtirtgkm 
genealogy of Job, andwhich has been received and allow- fonfimu^ 
cd by Ariftcas, Philo, Polyhiftor^, and feveral ancient 
fathers of the Greek and Latin church is an addition to 
that hiftory, at the end of the Glfcek, Arabic, and Vulgate 
verfions, affirmed to have been taken from the ancient Syriac 
tranflation to this purpofe ; that Job dwelt upon the con- 
fines of Idumaea and Arabia *, that his firll name was Jobab, 
and that he married an Arabian, by whom he had a fon 
named Ennon. As for Job, he was the fon of Zarah, 
and the fifth in defeent .from Abraham, by Efau, and 
reigned in Idumaea. The order of the kings that reigned 
before and after him is as follows : Balak, the fon of 
Beor, reigned in the city of Denabah ; after him reigned 
Job, called alfo Jobab, who was, fucceeded by Afoni 
prince of Tcman j his fucceflbr Adad, the fon of Barad, 

Was he who overthrew the Midianites in the plains of 
Moab ; the name of his city was Jethem. Job’s friends, 
who came to vifit him, were Eliphaz, king ofTcman, of 
Efau’s pofterity ; Blldad, king of the Zucheans, and Zo- 
phaz, king of the Mineans. Thus far the additions which 
have been preferved by Thcodotion, in his verfion of -the 
book of Job If this genealogy be admitted, and that 
Job is the fame with Jobab, mentioned in Genefis * and 
Chronicles*’, it will follow, that he and Mofes were con- 
temporary, being both but three generations removed 
ftom Ifaac, thus : 

' Ifaac, 


/ — ■ \ 

Jacob, Efau, 

Levi, Reuel, 

Amram, Zerah, 

Mofes, Job^b, or Job. 

PEzek. xif . pmff. q Eufeb. Piwp.Iib, lx, cap. *«. r Vide 

Erefl. Sp^nbeiiD in Vit. job, cap. iv. Mercer, Pineda, IMcg. de 
J»miiica, Com. in Job. * Vjde Calm, piflert. in Job. 

' ven. xxivi, 31, a 1 Chroor i. 9S« }4» 
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ft will lifcewife be plain, that be reigned in tbc cify of 
hembaj or Dinhabah, for fo the author of the nrit book . 
of Chronicles affirms *, Thofc who embrace the no- 
tion that Job is the Jobab mentioned in thofc two places 
of Scripture above quoted, and confcquently that he was 
contemporary with Mofes, have, with much ftraining, 
cxtrii£icd two palTages in his hiftory, which they pretend 
make exprefs mention of Pharaoh’s pride and overthrow, 
and of the Ifraelites palfing through the Red Sea. The 
firft is, where Eliphaz fays of the wicked, that “ trouble 
and anguifh fhall make him afraid, and prevail againil 
him, as a king ready to battle ‘ 5” which words they apply 
to Pharaoh’s pride and hardnefs of heart, though it is 
plain, by what goes before and after thofc two verfes, 
that Job’s friend fpcaks^nlv of the wicked in general, 
fuch as he fuppofes him to oe from the affliftions which 
had befallen him. The other text is, where Job fays, 
“ that God divided the fca with his power, and, by his 
underftanding, fmiteth through the proud And this, 
they think, alludes to the palfing of the Red Rea, and 
to Pharaoh’s overthrow in it. Rut the word in the 
original doth more properly fignify io fiiil than /ff divide ^ 
and it is plain, from the tenort)f the whole chapter, that 
Job fpeaks only of the wonderful power and providence 
of God in general, and not of this miracle in particular. 
Befidcs, it is hardly probable that, had this conference 
between Job and his friends happened after fo remarkable 
a deliverance as that of the Ifraelites, more ample and 
exprefs mention of it fliould not have been made through- 
out the book than we find in thefe two obfeure paflages ; 
cfpccially if we confidcr that Job’s dcfire of vindicating 
his own integrity, did naturally lead, him to it, and that 
the afflidlions, as well as the deliverance of the Ifraelites, 
were a full confutation of what his friends alleged 
agaiftft him *- Neither do we fee any neceffity for mak- 
^ng Job to have lived fince this miraculous deliverance of 
the Ifraelites, in order to adjuft the genealogy above 
mentioned, fince it will be fufficient to fuppofe, that thefp 
four generations, on Efau’s fide, were, by fome few years, 
fliortcr than thofc on Jacob’s ; a fuppofition not at all 
improbable, feeing the latter were remarkable for their 
long lives 1 and then it will be pofiible enough for Job to 
have fecn an end of all his fufFcrings, before ^Aofes left 


• t Chrqn. i. t Job XVi m4, >5. 

¥ See pardenlarljr diap* kxu. i & alibi pair* 
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the la'nd of Midian i in which cafe thi^ law-giver, beL.,^ 
ftippofedto be the pnoft ancient writer, has been likcwifc 
thought the author of Job’s hiftory by the majority of 
Jearned men. However, there is one main objection ; 
namely, that if Jobab be the fame with Job, and he con- 
temporary with Mofes, it will be impolTible for the latter 
to have outlived him by fo many years, as to be atle to 
give us an account of his death and of his numerous pof- 
rerityj foritisfaid, that Job lived a hundred and forty 
yeais after his fuffcrings were ended, and that he faw 
the children of his fons to the fourth generation ; whereas 
Mofes lived but forty years in the land of Midian, and 
forty more after he left it. This difficulty, therefore, 
cannot be removed,, but by fuppoCng that the three or 
four lall verfes of the book were added afterwards by 
fome infpired perfon, in order to make the hiflory com- 
plete, in the fame manner as Jofhua, or fome other, added 
the account of Mofes’s death and burial, at the end of 
Deuteronomy; but how far this fuppofition may be allow- 
ed, we chufe to fubmit to our reader^s judgment. 

Mofes feems to have lived quietly as a herdfman in the 
land of Midian, without ever dreaming that Providence 
had chofen him to be the deliverer of the Ifraelites. For 
vi'hen God was pleafed to appear to him at the end of fbrty 
years, in a burning bulh, upon Mount Horeb, where he Cadap^ 
called him by name, alTuring him, that he was the God m 
of Abraham, of Ifaac, and Jacob, he declined the office, 
when commanded to go into Egypt, and execute the de- 
fvgns of Providence ; he defired to be excufed from the 
difficult office, though God was pleafed to clear all his 
doubts, and to give him fuch promifes of his miraculous 
affiftance, as might (one would think) have emboldened 
the nicdt fearfuh The divine vifion began with telling 
him, that the affiiiffions under which the IlVaclites groan- CommanJi 
ed, were grown to fuch a height, and the cruelties of him io n- 
their enemies fo enormous, that the time was now come, 
both for their deliverance, and for their pofleffing the 
Promifed Land, as a recompence for their long patience 
and fuffcrings. He therefore commanded him to go to 
Pharaoh, and in his name demand their difmiffion ; affur- 
ing him, that thofe who fought his life were now dead, 
and that he had nothing to fear from the Egyptians. 

Mofes made fcveral excufes, and at laft objcdled, that he 
very much doubted, whether the Ifraelitcs had not fo far 
forgot the God of their fathers, that, when he (hould ac- 
quaint them with his commiffion from him, they would 
Vox.. II. U be 
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be apt to alk what his name i 
be at a lofs what anfwer to 

(T) The cabbaKftical Jews, 
and after them Jofephua, and 
fotnc Romaniftg, think that 
Mofes did not afk for the name 
of God, but for the true pro- 
nunciation of if, which they 
fay ha4 been loft through the 
wickedncfa of mankind : for 
which reafon the fotmer af- 
firm, that the word holam, 
ufed by God prefently after, 
being written without a vao, 
ftiould not be rendered /or 
but /j/tiy ftom the root halam, 
to hidty not confidering, that, 
if that waa the cafe, it Ihould 
be written halum, and not 
holam. Upon this account 
the name is by all the Jews 
called Shem-hamphoralh, the 
ttnuittrahie Narnty which Jofe- 
phus, in the place juft now 
quoted, fays, was never known 
or heard of, before Godt told 
it to Mofes ; and adds, that he 
docs not fo much as mention 
it : for which reafon they ne- 
ver pronounce it, but ule the 
Words Adonai, or Elohim, or 

S lalnly the word Haftiem, ttje 
lanfty to exprefs it. Thus, 
in their letters and common 
difeourfe, inftead of faying, 
“ The Lord blefs or proteft 
you,*' they fay, “ The Name 
btefs you, 8fc.” Not but their 
high-prieft did pronounce it 
Jehovah once a year, on the 
day of expiation, from the 
time of their return from the 
BubylonUh captivity, to the 
laft deftru^fion of the temple : 
but they had but few dtfciples 
near them that could learn its 
proDunciadon ; and, during 
the tlmd of the bleifing in 


^as i in which cafe he would 
make (T). Here God was 
pleafed 

which this name was repeated, 
the priefts and Levites fung 
louder than ordinary, that none 
clfe might hear it. But even 
then they were far from think- 
ing it the right pronunciation 
of the tetragrammaton : for 
they think, that any man that 
could once attain it, might 
ftiakc heaven arid earth with 
it, work the greateft miracles, 
and dive into the deepeft fe- 
cretfi of Deity j upon which 
account, the Talmud have de- 
nounced a moft horrid curfe 
upon thofe who fliall dare to 
utter it, becaufe they think 
the angels themfelves are not 
allowed to pronounce it. The 
truth is, thofe who think that 
Jehovah is the right pronun- 
ciation, are far enough from 
being fare of it. It is plain, 
that the ancients wrote it very 
diftercntly from them, San- 
choniarho fpells it Jevo ; Dio- 
dorus Siculus, Macrobius, Cle- 
mens of Alexandria, St. Je- 
rom, and Origen, pronounced 
it Jao. The iiamaritans, and 
after them Epiphanius and 
Theoiloret, call it Jave or 
Jabe. Others of ihchncientB 
write it Jahoh, Javo, Jaon, 
Jaho, and Jahoa:. Among the 
moderns, Capellus is for pro- 
nouncing it Javo; Drufius con- 
tends for Jave; Hottinger tiy 

J ebva; Mercer will have it 
ehovah; Caftalio fays Tovah; 
andl>Clerc, Jaivoh, or Jawoh. 
Something like tbele the Ro- 
mans baa in ibeir Jovis, to 
which Varro foems to allude, 
when he fays, “ Dcum Ju- 
dfleorumcirc joveoi/’ that Jove 
. was 
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pleafed to anfwer a queftion he had formerly refufed to 
Jacob though in fuch terms as feems to have implied 
reprehenfion. “ I am that I am,’* faid he, bidding him 
tell his brethren, that “ I am ” had fcnt him unto them \ 
that he was the God of their fathers, of Abraham, Ifaac, 
and Jacob ; and that he would be reriiembered and ac- 
knowlcged by that name throughout all generations, as 
their great Rcdeemtr and Deliverer. Not, continued 
he, that Pharaoh will let you go at your firft or fecond 
alking, nor indeed at all, till 1 nave convinced him both 
of my jullice and power, by the terrible puniihmcnt I (hall 
fend upon him and his land, for their oppreflion of my 
people : nor fliall the Hebrews come away altogether un- 
rewarded for their long and cruel fervitude 

After fuch ample alTurances, \)ne would hardlv expert, 
that Mofes would have ftarted any new didiculnes : iic- 
verthelefs, he freely owns, that his doubts were far from 
being wholly difpclled i he knew the temper of the If- 
raelites too well, not to forefee, that they would moll 
likely call his million in queftion. He therefore begged* 
to be informed what he mull do in that cafe ; and God 
was pleafed to clear this doubt alfo, by two miracles, 
which he wrought in his prcfcnce. 1 he firft was by 
turning his rod into a frightful ferpent, and then into a 
rod again- The fecond was by fmiting one of his hands 
with leprofy, upon his pulling it out of his bofom, and 
then reftoring it to its former fanity. God, moreover, 
declared, that if the working of thefe two miracles before 
the Ifraelites did not give aTufliclcnt fan^fion to his nief- 

> Gen. xxxii. 19. ^ £xod, iii. per tot. 


was the (^od of the Jews, as 
St, Aullin alleges out of him, 
in the firft book of his Defence 
of the Gofpel, cap. 22. The 
Moors likewife call God Juba, 
or Jubah, and the Mahomme- 
dans, Hou, which, with thpm, 
lignifies the fame as Jehovah, 
i- c. He *i\}ho iS, This name 


they write at the beginning of 
all their patents, pallcs, and 
the like, and often repeat it in 
their prayers. Some of their 
devotees will fometimes repeat 
that word fo often, and with 
fuch quicknefs and vehemence, 
that they grow giddy, and drop 
down (1). 


(1) Vide Jof. Antiq, lib. ii. cap. i»- Berrtiyer Hift. dn Peup. 
de Dievi, tom. ii. p. }6, Sancboniac. ap. Eufeb. Praip. lib. x. cap, 
9 l>icKl. Sic. Biblioih. lib. il. Ma«t>b. SaturnaJ. lib i. cap, i«. 
Cieiti. Alex. Stromat- Hb. v. Origen. coiirr. Celf. lib. vj. Epiph. 
Haa-ef. 40. The^orct. in Exod. Q^seft. 1 5. Hcrbclot, Biblioth. 
Orient, p, 460 w ittb vocc Hott. p. 3*^* fub Efina. 
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fagc, he (hould then have liberty to try the fuccefs of t 
third, by taking fome water out of the Nile, which, 
upon its .being fpilt on the ground, would immediately 
turn the river into blood 

Mores had ftill one material objeftion to make ; name- 
ly, an impediment in his fpeech, which he faid rendered 
him unfit to fp6ak cither to Pharaoh, or to the Ifraelites. 
But this alfo the Divine Being was pleafed to remove, by 
telling him, that his brother Aaron, who was now by his 
appointment to meet him, (hould be his interpreter both 
^o Pharaoh, arid to the Hebrews. There was certainly 
fomething very furprifing in this reluQancy of Mofes, as 
well as in the patience with which God heard him : yet, 
after all tbefe alTurances, he had recourfe to prayer, 
earneftly begging of Grid, who certainly knew many 
among tfhe Hebrews more fit for the work than himfelf, 
to malce choice of fome other to execute his command. 
Finding, however, that his fervice could not be'difpenfcd 
with, and afraid, lell he fliould incur the divine difplea- 
Ture by a farther refufal, he made the heft of his way to- 
wards Midian, in order to prepare himfelf for his journey, 
and to meet his brother Aaron. 

Expreffing to his father-in-law Jethro, a defire to go and 
vifit his brethren in Egypt, he cafily obtained his difmif- 
fion ; and taking hisewife Zipporah, and his two fons 
with him, the leaft of which, being too young to walk, 
he fet upon an afs, he departed in a very mean equipage 
for Egypt, having the miraculous rod in his hand. 

DuringMofes’s retreat in Midian, Aaron his brother had 
married Elizabeth, the lifter of Naafon, both defceiidcd 
from Judah by their father Aminadab, the Ton of Ezron. 
He had already had four fons by her, viz. Nadab, Abihu, 
Eleazar, and Ithamar j the firft of whom had likewife a 
fon named Phineas, by a daughter of Phutiel®. This was 
the ftatc of Aaron’s family, when God commanded him 
to go and meet his brother ; but before he could reach the 
Mount of God (Horeb), a dreadful accident was like lo 
have happened to Mofes, the particular occafion and cir-» 
cumftances of which we are left to guefs at, he not hav- 
ing thought fit to commit them to writing. The ac- 
count we have of it, being but darkly exprefled in the 
original, and having been mHunderftood, and miflranf- 
Jated in moft veriiotis, and particulatiy our own, we lhall 
venture to depart from it, where the original, and the 

Exod. iv. 9. < Exod. vi; « Ibid. ver. %$• 

.authority 
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authority -of thofe, who by their diligent application, have 
been able to give it a better light, will juftify our de- 
viation. 

JVlofes was upon his firft day’s journey, between Mi- 
dian and Horeb, where he afterwards met his brother ; 
when God appeared again to him, and charged him to 
perform all thofe wonders which he had (hewed him, be- 
fore the king of Egypt, and to demand of him the dif- 
miffion of his people Ifrael, whom he calls by w ay of ex- 
cellency, his firft-born aiTuring him, that he would 
be with himi and that in cafe of an obftinate refufal, 
which he forefaw, he would (lay all the firft-boni of 
Egypt Mofes was no fooner arrived at the inn, than 
he was (truck with a terrible difeafc(U): he doth not 
tell us, w'hether the divine adger was occafioned by his 
incumbering himfelf with a wife and tw^o children, when 
he was fent upon fo important a melTage, or becaufe he 
had deferred to circumcifc his youngelt (bn, cither out 
of regard to his tender age, or in complaifance to his wdfe, 
who might fear, left fuch^n operation (liould make hitn 
unfit to travel for a while, if not endanger his life in that 
hot country. Zipporah, however, taking it in the latter 
fenfe, made what hade (he could to get a fliarp (tone, 
w ith which (lie cut off the child’s prepuce, and laid it at 
his feet, telling him at the fame .time, that he was now 
become a joyful bridegroom to her by the blood of this 
circumcifion. The ceremony was no fooner performed, 
than Mofes was reftored to his former health, and able 
to purfue his journey towards Mount Horeb, whilft his 
w ife returned with the two children to her father Jethro, 
rcfolved to wait there till a more favourable opportunity 
(hould offer to rejoin her hufband. 

In the mean lime Mofes and Aaron met at the foot of 
Mount Horeb, and the former acquainted his brother 
with the commilTion he had received from God. Aaron 
exprefled great joy at the news, promifed to be obedient 
in all things to the divine will, and they continued their 
journey towards Egypt. Being arrived at the land of Go- 

£xod. vi. 

(U) Many things whichhave ence to the reader’s underfland- 
been written in explanation in^, which we lh4>uld be loth 
of this adventure, by Jews and to infult. 

Chriffians, we omit, m defer- 
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fhen, their firft care was to aflemble the elders or heads 
of the Ifraclites, and to impart to them the joyful tidings 
of their fpeedy deliverance : on which occalion, Mofes, 
in order to remove all heHtalion on their fide, wrought 
ihofe miracles before them^ by which God had cora^ 
manded him to eftabliih his credit and authority. Thefc 
firft eflays were received with incredible joy by the M''hole 
alTemblyj every one bbwing himfelf in token of gratitude 
and adoration to the divine goodnefs, which had at lengfh 
takeft pity of their miferable llavery *. But this difpofi- 
tion lafted no longer than they thought their deliverance 
would coft nothing but miracles, and that the care and 
danger of it would only fall upon Mofes and Aaron ; for 
when it came to touch them a little nearer, Mofes found 
them as hard to be perfua^led to embrace their freedom, 
as pharaoh was to grant their difmiflion (X). 

Mofes and Aaron did not delay to open their commif- 
fion before the Egyptian king : but the preamble, Thus 
faith the Lord God of the Hebrews,” founded fo ftrangely 
in his ears, that he could not forbear wondering at their 
prefumption, telling them that he knew no fuch God ; 
and that as to the Ifraclites, they ftiould not find him fo 
eafy to part with them. They anfwered, that the God, 
whom he refufed to acknowlcge, had enjoined them to 
go three days journey tp celebrate a feftival to him ; and 
that if they fhuuld omit complying wdth his command, he 
would foon punifli their difobcdience, either by peftilence, 
or by the fword. This threat more amazed the haughty 
monarch, who thereupon difmifled them with a feverc 
reprimand, for putting fuch idle notions into the heads of 

e Exod. iv. per tot. 

(X) Some hillorians have is alfo of opinion, that this 
ventured to give us the name Amenophis 13 the fame mo- 
ot' this Pharaoh, though Jo- narch^, whom the Greeks call 
fephus only calls him the new Bdus, the father of ALgyptus 
king. Apiou calls him Amor and Danaus, though the fable- 
fiaor Amafis ; Eufebius, Chen- writcre have confounded him 
crls ; but Archbifhop Ulher with Belus the AfljTian, and 
thinks, after Matiethu, that it father of Ninus. The truth 
Amcnophis, the fon of is, wc have fo little light from 
Kamefes Miamun, and father hiftory as to this point, that it 
pf Sethofis, called alfo after is very dangerous to affirm any 
bw, grand- fothcr, Ramefis. He thing about it [3), 

(3) Vide JoTk Ant, lib. ii» cap. 9.I Vfher fob A. M. 

VticW 



from their Egyptian Bondage, 

their people, and debauching them from their work ■ 

foon know the fuccefs of this wife embafly. 'fhos b-ra,, 
that famous conteft between Mofes and rhe king of Eg^t 
the fatal fource of new complaints and.forrows to the if- , 

raelites. For Pharaoh dreachng their cxce/Tive number<i V'* 
r‘amhl"" '.h=>‘;dlenefs' and Lntonnefs had occafimied 

Suhirrh '^fk-mallers to 

■"^==‘'1 <=f gwing them flraw to 
j bricks, make them wander over the land, fince 
they had fuch an inclination for a change of air, and ga- 

of'thi r ^ tittle 

of their work. This ordef was foon obeyed by their mer- 

cilefs tafk-maflers, who failed, not to punifli their over- 

taft. Thcfe therefore came in a body to make their 
grievances known to the king, who, inftcad of minding 
their piteous complaints, only accufed them of bein| 
grown idle and wanton for want of work, and difmilTed 
them with the moft barbarous indiflerem In their re- 
turn ^om the palace, they were met by Mofes and Aaron, 
againft whom they began to inveigh in the bittereft terms, 
as the authors of this new addition of mifery, which 
could terminate in nothing but death and ilcfpatr. It 
would have been in vain for Mote to offer any thing ci- 
ther in his own defence, or by w^ay of comfort to them at 
that time ; he thought it more advifeable to apply him., 
lelf to God, and in the humbleft terms to expoftulate 
with him upon the ill fuccefs of this firft meJTage ^ 

God gave him frelh alTurances of his love and eomp.af- 
Pwn for his groaning people, bidding him affure them 
trom him, that he would fpeedily let all Egypt fee, lie 
was their God, and would be their deliverer and conduc- 
tor into that land, which he had promifed to their fathers. 

We faid he had indeed appeared, and been known herc- 
to^re by the name of El Shaddai, Gtpei Almighty^ or aU 
u though never till now by his great name Jeho* 

(Y), He alfo declared he would fignalize the deli- 
verance, by fuch examples of juftice on that obainate 
prince, and people, as lliould force the proud monarch to 

f Exod. V. per tot. 

(Y) Writers on this paflage he was to have facrificed his 
to torget, that Abraham fon, Jehovah-Jired. 
allai the n^untain, on which 
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difmifs tliqm in fafcty. 'All thcfe divine promifcfii how- 
ever, were fo little regarded by the defponding Ifraelites> 
that when God commanded Mofes to go agdin to Pharaoh, 
and renew his demand in hia name, he was fo diftieart- 
ened at his ill fuccefs, that he could not forbear exprelT- 
ing great rcludancy to obey. Alas! faid he, if my words 
can find fo little credit with thy own people, how can I 
expeft that they will be regarded by that unbelieving 
monarch, efpecially confidering^ith what difficulty I am 
forced to utter them. To this obfervation God replied : 
“ Behold,- Mofes, 1 give thee a miraculous power over 
Pharaoh, and thy brother fhall be thy prophet and inter- 
preter to him, and though I fuffer his heart to continue 
hardened (Z), till thou haft wrought all the miracles I 
have charged thee with ; ^et be affured, that I will bring 
Ifraelout of their bondage, like a triumphant army, and 
the Egyptians fhall know, that I am the Lord. Go there- 
fore, and let your mighty works convince that proud 
tyrant at leafl, that your mefl'age is from a greater and 
more powerful monarch than he Mofes and Aaron 
forthwith obeyed ^ and having prefented themfelves be- 
fore Pharaoh, confirmed their commiffion by the firft 
miracle, Mofes throwing down his rod, which turned im- 
mediately into a ferpent* Pharaoh, Hill incredulous, Cent 
to try what his magicians could do, and thefe likewifo 
turned their rods into ferpents ; fo that all the fuperiority 
which Mofes fhewed over them at this time was, that 
his rod fwallowed up thofc of the Egyptians (A). How- 
ever, this advantage made no great imprefllon on Pha- 
raoh, who might attribute it only to his fuperior fkill in 
magic- The miracle, therefore, was foon followed by 
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(Z) We have ventured to 
depart from our own, and al- 
moft all other vcrfions, which 
K[|^ke God the chitt hardener 
Pharaoh's heart, that he 
might inflid the more fevere 
punifhmenis on him. A no- 
tion, which, however em- 
braced by the predeftinartauB, 
feeins fo fhockin|r to reafon, 
that one woukl fboncr choofe 
to % with rhcfool, there is 
no God,** than to believe him 


capable of fuch manifefl in- 
juilice. 

(A) St. Paul gives the names 
Jannes and Jambres to the two 
principal magicians who with- 
liood Mofes ; but from what 
has been written, on this fub- 
jed by all the commentators, 
Jews as well as Chrillians, wc 
learn nothing more than that 
thcfe Egyptian conjurers, un- 
derflood (be art of legerdc- 
main. 

another. 
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another, which changed all the running and ftanJing 
waters into blood, fo that there was not a drop of water 
left in the whole land for the Egyptians to drink. This 
metamorphofis was likewife imitated by the magicians, 
but whether upon fea-water brought on purpofe, or frclh 
water from the land of Goflien, or fome of that which 
they had drawn from their new-dug wells, is not eafy to 
guefs. However that be, Pharaoh's heart being ftill har- 
dened=, Mofes was again fent to threaten him ; that if he 
did not let Ifrael go, his whole kingdom (hould be fo fill- 
edj with frogs, that their ovens, their beds, and tables, 
fhould fwarm with thofc animals. As the king pcrfi (led 
in his refiifal, this calamity was brought upon the land 
accordingly ; but his magicians found means again to 
perfuade him, that Mofes was dnly fuch another miracle- 
monger as they were ; for they imitated alfo this miracle, 
by bringing a frelh fwarm of frogs into the country. 
Wherefore Pharaoh was reduced to fend for Mofes, and 
to promife him that he would Jet Ifrael go, if he would 
but deliver him from this odious vermin. Mofes took him 
at his word, and defiring him to name the time, when he 
ihould rid the land of thofe creatures, performed his part 
fo cffeaually, that by next day there was not one frog 
left alive in all the land. But whilft his fubjedls were 
gathering them up in heaps, in cyder to carrv them off, 
left their ftench fliould breed an infeftion, Pharaoh was 
thinking how to elude his promife, not confidcring that 
he only made way for another plague. 

Moles finding himfclf again deceived, touched the 
ground with his rod, and the dull was immediately turned 
into lice, or, as fome think, into gnats, a kind of fmall 
infe£l more common and more tormenting in Egypt, than 
any where elfc. But our verfion feems to us more agree- 
able to the original, and to the generality of ancient and 
modern tranflations and expofitions Thefe infecfled 
man and beaft in fuch quantities, that one would have 
imagined all the dpft of Egypt had been turned into lice. 
Pharaoh once more fent for his magicians, and bid then# 
try their fkill, which they exercifed in vain \ for either 
their power proved too feeble, or was curtailed by a fu- 
perior hand i fo that they were forced to acknowlegc, 
that the finger of God did plainly difplay itfelf in this mi- 
racle. The tyrant ncverthclefs difregarding their words, 

• Exod. vii- per tot. ^ Cli»ld. Targ. Jof. Aot. lib. li. cap. 
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and continuing obftinatc, Mofes and Aaron met him nexj 
morning, as he was going down to the river, and told 
him, that his obftinacy would only bring upon him more 
and worfe plagues, the next of which would be fuch 
fwarms of flies, as would darken the air. They likewife 
gave him to underftand, that God would make a differ- 
ence between his people and the Egyptians, and ihal 
there fhould none be found in all the land of Gofhenj 
though the reft of the kingdom fwarmed with them. Ac- 
cordingly by the next day the air was filled with thofe 
infedfs, whofe bite was fo venomous and painful, that 
the mifehief which they did to Egypt became intolerable. 
Pharaoh now ftartled, fent for the two. Hebrew chiefs, 
and told them, that he would give them leave to facrifice 
to their God, provided it Svas done within his dominions. 
To this intimation they*anfwered, they could not com- 
ply with his command, without imminent danger of their 
lives, feeing they fhould be obliged to facrifice fuch crea- 
tures as the Egyptians worfhipped, who would therefore 
be ready to ftone them, as guilty of the moft horrid and 
abominable facrilege. They therefore infilled upon go- 
ing three days journey out of the land, that they might 
fafely perform that command of their God. He was 
puzzled by this anfwer, which gave him juft reafon to 
fufpeft, that they did not intend to return ; but 
at length he confented that th^ fhould go, provided it 
was at no great diftance from Egypt ; and they promifed 
him faithfully to return in a little time. Mofes alTurcd 
him, that he would immediately go out, and intreat the 
Lord for him, and delired him to keep his word ; buf no 
fooner had his prayer obtained a reprieve, and delivered 
the kingdom from thofe venomous infers, than the king 
incurred another plague by his obftinacy, and breach of 
promife **. 

The next judgment fell, according to Mofes’s predic- 
tion, on all the cattle of the Egyptians, the greateft part 
of which died by the next day, whiJft thofe of the Ifrael- 
itca remained unhurt. But this calamity not touching 
the king near enough, the next that followed was more 
affeding, betng a violent and painful boil, which broke 
out upon man and beaft. Pharaoh, accordingto cuftom, 
had rccourfc to his magicians, who being thtmfelves 
fmitten with boils, duift not appear before Mofes. Nc- 
vcrchdefs the king remained inflexible; fo that the Hc- 
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brew was fent again to threaten him with a more terrible 
judgment. He was told, that the voice of the God of 
Jfrael fhould be heard in thunder, and his vengeance fdt 
in fuch dreadful ftorms of hail, as had not been known, 
fince the foundation of Egypt, Mofes gave him hut one 
day to confider of it, afl'uring him, that the next w ould 
prove difmal to the Egyptians, unlefs he confented to dif- 
mifs the Ifraelitcs before that time, between w'hom and 
the Egyptians God would put fuch a difference, that the 
land of Gofhen fhould be entirely free from the terrible 
punifhment, wdth which Egypt would be afllided. Mofes 
accordingly lifted up his rod towards heaven on the next 
morning; whereupon thunder, lightning, and hail, fol- 
lowed one another fo thick, that Egypt was half deflroyed. 
The hail was of fuch prodigioRs fize, that it killed man 
and beaft, broke all the trees, a»d deflroyed all the barley 
and flax. The wheat only and the rye efcaped, becaulc 
they were not fufficicntly grown ; for the barley-harvcfl 
in Egypt begins about the middle or latter end of March ; 
whereas, that of the wheat arid rye doth not begin till 
fix or feven weeks after. As for the land of Gofhen, it 
w’^as found, upon enquiry, to have been as free from this, 
as it had been from all the former plagues. 

This dreadful vifitation, efpecially the hail, wdiich was 
the more extraordinary, as it fclflom or never rains in 
that part of Egypt, fo frightened the proud king, that he 
fent immediately for Mofes and Aaron, and exprefl'cd 
himfelf in fuch terms to them, as might have palled for 
furc tokens of a real converfion. He earneftly begged to 
be delivered from the noife of thofe dreadful thunders j 
qt the cefTation of which he promifed not to detain the 
Ifraelitcs one moment longer. Mofes, though he gave 
no credit to this promife, yet engaged to obtain a fptedy 
cefTation of the plague, which being removed accordingly 
in confequence of his prayers, the Egyptians had an op- 
portunity of examining the mifehief done by the hail, 
which they found to be much greater than they had 
• imagined. This obfervation infpired many of them with 
a real fear of the God of Ifrael ; but Pharaoh and his 
council no fooner perceived the ftorm w^aj^ over, than 
they returned to their former obflinacy and deceit. 
Whereupon Mofes was fenl to threaten them wdih a 
more fatal curfe ; namely, fuch an infinite number of 
locufts, as fhould cover the face of the earth, and cat tip 
what the hail had left undellroyed. There were Tome 
iudividuftls about the king, who now took the liberty to 
t reprefent 
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ifeprefent to him the inconceivable damage which hi^ 
kingdom had already received ; that Egypt was half de- 
flroycd, and that it was high time the Hebrews were fent 
away to ferve their God. Pharaoh was now perfuaded to 
let them go, but having fent for Mofes and Aaron, to 
enquire w^hich of them were to go, and which to ftay, he 
was fo highly provoked at their infifting upon taking 
with them their wives* children, cattle, and all they had, 
that he could not forbear upbraiding them with their ill 
intentions, which, though concealed with fo much art, 
and cloaked with the fpecious pretence of religion, did 
yet but too plainly fliew, that they had no mind ever to 
return to Egypt. He v/arned them of the danger they 
would incur, and advifed them to content themfelves with 
taking only the men with them, leaving their wives and 
children behind. Having thus threatened them feverely, 
he caufed them to be thruft from hia prefence. 
l^inih mi- Mofes no fooner quitted the palace than he lifted up 
racle oflo- his rod over th? land of Egypt, and this motion was im- 
mediately followed by an eaft wind, which blew all 
the night, and brought fuch myriads of locufts by the 
next morning, as had never been feen before. Thefe 
fpreading themfelves all over the land, in a little time eat 
up every blacfe of grafs, and every thing that had efcaped 
the ftorm of hail. Phjraoh did not fail to fend for Mofes, 
to own his fault, and beg for one reprieve more ; but 
having obtained it by means of a weft wind, which blew 
all the locufts into the fca, he continued as obftinate as 
mi- ever. Egypt was prcfently after fmitten with fuch horrid 
ra^lf of darknefs, that Mofes choofes to exprefs it by a darknefs 
great Jark- be felt. During the three days it lafted, the 

^ret ‘dayj. Egyptians did neither fee one another, nor dare to ftir out 
of their houfes, whilft the land of Goftien enjoyed the 
ufual day-light. The horror of this obfeurity, which 
could not be removed by the common methods then ufed 
to fupply the place of the fun, caufed fuch dreadful ap- 
prehcnfions in the king and all* his fubjedls, and was fo 
heightened by the difmal outcries^ of men, women, and < 
children, that their conftemation may be much eafier 
imagined than exprefled. As foon, therefore, as the light 
was reftored to them, Mofes and Aaron were immediately 
f^mmoned, when the king, according to cuftom, told 
them that he was willing to grant their requeft, and that 
they might go with their wives and children, but inOfted 
that their flocks fliould be left behind. Mofes, after many 
cxpofhilations, obferving Pharaoh’s unwiUingnefs to con- 

feat, 
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feiitj told him, in exprefs terms, that they would take all 
their cattle with them, «and that not a fingle hoof fliould 
remain in Egypt. We need not wonder if fo proud a 
king could not bear fo bold a declaration without the 
higheft refentment. He caufed him to be thriill from hia 
prefence with the utmoft indignation, threatening him, 
that if he dared to come before him any more, it fliould 
certainly coft him his life. 8ach impotent menaces 
had nothing in them that could frighten a man like 
Mofes: however, it is fuppofed that at this l.ifl interview 
he fignified to the king the finifliing ftroke of the divine 
vengeance upon all the firfli-bom of men and cattle 
throughout Egypt, which would occafion fuch conflcrtia- 
tion among all his fubjedts, that they fluniltl come with 
bended knees to the Ifraelites,*and beg of them, in the 
mod fubmiflivc terms, to depart out of their country"; 
whilft God would ftill flicw fuch regard to the latter, 
that they fliould enjoy their ufual calmncfs and tran- 
quillity, not a dog daring to open his mouth rig:MnR any of 
them. Mofes having finifhcci this lad prcdiclion, retired 
to his people into the land of Gofhen, where the Ifraelites 
celebrated the Paflbver that very night, according to (ind’s 
command. It was on this occafion ihat he . il .ifcd them 
to borrow jewels, fine raiment, and otlicr precious ihings, 
from their Egyptian neighbours, aPuring them from God, 
that they fhould find them very ready to .iciommodate 
them with the bed ornaments in their polluflion 

This ceremony of eating the PalTover, as well ns the 
method of doing it, had been prefcrlbcd by Mofes to the 
Ifraclites, during thofe tranfa£l:ioiis that pafl'ed between 
him and the king of Egypt, though they arc poflponed to 
the twclftli chapter, to avow an interruption in the hidory 
of thofe wonders which God had wrought by his mi- 
niftry. He commanded, that this month, Mdiich was 
then the fixth of the year, according to the common or 
civil computation, fliould from thenceforth be the fird 
month in the year in the facred calendar j and that all 
the other annual fcads, which were afterwards to be in- 
dituted, fliould be regulated by that of the Paflbver. 
This injuniflion was to be perpetual, but on this night 
they were moreover to fave the blood of the lamb in a 
bafon, and fprinkle the two fide and crofs pods of thejr 
doors with it, that the deftroying angel might leave their 
houfes untouched, when he pafled by to dedroy the 

* Exod. xi. S, k fcq. Vide Uflicr Annal. Sub. A, M- »5i3« 
^Exod. xi. Sexii. per tot. . „ 
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firft-bom of Egypt, and to execute the divine vengeance 
on their gods, whether it were their princes, who, in 
the language of Scripture, are often called gods, or thofe 
animals which that fuperftitious nation Worfliippcd. In 
memory of which great deliverance, they were to keep 
this feaft of unleavened bread feven days, that is, from 
the fourteenth day at even, until the twenty-firft day at 
even : during which, whofoever was found among them 
eating leavened bread, whether he was an Ifraelite or a 
ftrangcr, was to be cut off from Ifracl. The firft and laft 
of thefe feven days were to be kept holy, and free from 
all manner of work. Laftly, no ftranger was to be ad- 
mitted to cat of the Paflbvcr, unlefs he confented to be 
drcumcifed, As for the Ifraelites, they were ftri£tly to 
remember this great and* glorious night, and to inftrudt 
their children in the meaning of this inIHtution, that they 
might likewife perpetuate the memory of it to future ages. 

The people, whom fo many judgments executed on the 
Egyptians had rendered moie tractable, received Mofes’s 
orders with the utmoft rcfpc£t, and went to prepaic for 
putting them in execution. 

The fatal hour being come, whilft both Tides were in 
the greateit tranquillity, the Egyptians thinking noM^ all 
the plagues pail, and Pharaoh flattering himfelf that 
Mofes's menaces againft the firft-born had proved abor- 
tive, becaufe four days were elapfed fince they were de- 
nounced, God fent hisdeftroying minifters, who fuddenly 
difperfed themfelvcs all over the kingdom, and fmote all 
the firft-born with immediate death, from the eldeft fon 
of him who fat on the throne, to the firft-born of the im- 
prifoned captive, and even to that of the meaneft animal 
in the land. The firft expedient this affrighted monarch 
could thinii of was to fend for Mofes and Aaron, .who 
beiri fettled at Ramefes, not far from Ins capital city, 
WTre foon brought into his prefence. Inftcad of repeat- 
ing his ufual menaces, he was now urgent and prelfing for 
their departure, with their children, cattle, and all that 
they had. The Egyptians likewife were no lefs impa- 
tient to fee them depart, fearing left every minute of their 
ftay fliould prove fatal to the kingdom ; and the Ifraelites 
found them as ready to lend them the moft valuable 
ihinps they liad, as they themfelves w'ere to borrow. 
Moles, who was well acquainted with Pharaoh's change- 
able temper, made all the hafte he could to feize the pre- 
(ent opportunity. He forthwith fettled the heft order he 
could reduce to practice among that vaft multitude, and 
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in the general confufion that reigned, gave the fignal for 
their departure long before break of day. Leaving there- 
fore the Egyptians to mourn for and bury their dead, 
the Ifraclites, loaden with the fpoils, began their march 
under the condu£f of Mofes, to the number of fix hun- 
dred thoufand men able to bear arms, bcfides old men, 
women, and children, fervants, and an innumerable 
multitude of ftrangers, who joined, and followed them in 
their march (M). As foon as they arrived ^t Succoth, 
Mofes directed them to encamp according to their tribes 
and families, which was likewile the order they had fol- 
lowed in their march. It is to be obferved, that the dif- 
tance from Ramefes to the utmoft borders of Egypt, on 
the fide of the land of Canaan, was not much above ihrec- 
fcore miles, fo that Mofes cou^d, in a few days march, 
have brought them out of tharaoh’s territories ; yet God 
fo ordered it, that they were full forty years before they 
arrived in the Pro mi fed Land. 

Whilft they continued at Succoth, Mofes wns com- 
manded to confecrate the flrft-born of man and bead to 
God; the firft-born of men to be redeemed at the price 
of five fliekels of the fanftiiary, each worth double the 
common (hckel, that is, about two fliillings and fix jicncc ; 
fo that the whole fum amounted to about twelve ihillings 
and fix pence ; which money was afterwards to be given to 
the priefts. This redernption was founded not only upon 
the right which God has over all his creatures, but more 
particularly on his indulgence in having fpared the firft- 
born of the Ifraelites, when he fmote thofe of the Egyp- 

(N)- Mofes. 


(M) There was yet one 
thing wanting, viz. a fufficient 
quantity of provifions for all 
that multitude; and perhaps 
they exj>eded to have had time 
enough to procure it before 
their march, but the Egyptians 
jdrove them away with fuch 
eagernefs, that the people were 
forced to carry their pafte with 
them unleavened, with which 
they baked cakes upon the coals. 
What other provifion they 
could get they took with them 
undrelfcd, and marched from 

(■) Vide Exod. xxih per tot. 


Ramefes to their firft encamp- 
ment at Succoth. Jofephus 
tells us that their dough, and 
other provifion, which they 
carried from Egypt, lafted a 
whole month ; but it is not 
likely that they would load 
themfelvcs with fuch luggage, 
which in all probability they 
knew not how to preferve fo 
long, when they were already 
burthened with the valuable 
fpoils of the Egyptians ( r 
fN) This law" concerning the 
firft-b^rn of men did nut at all 
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Bfefesi of taking tbc ntari^fk way to Ac land of 

Canaan, through Aat of the MilifUrics, wheeled about 
along the coafts of the Red Sea towards Arabia Pctrxa. 
They proceeded from Succoth to Etham, towards Arabia 
Deferta, which is therefore called in the original the Wil- 
dernefs, near the borders of which Etham was fituate, 
where they arrived on the fecond day after their depar- 
ture out of Egypt. But next day, it feems, God direft ed 
him to turn towards Pihahiroth, which lies between the 
Red iSca, Migdol, and Baal-Zephon (O). The Supreme 
Being was alfo pleafed to fliew his care for them in an- 
other miraculous manner; for though he might have no- 
tified to them when, and whither to march, or where tO 
halt and encamp, as he fignified his other commands by 


regard tbe women ; for if the 
firfi -fruits of a marriage proved 
a female, no redemption was to 
be paid for her. ^condly, as 
to that of beafts, it extended 
only to the clean; the unclean 
beads were either to be re- 
deemed, each by one that was 
clean, as an afs by a lamb, or 
to be killed and flung away. 
They were ordered to teach 
the reafon of this law of re- 
demption to their children, 
and grand- children, that their 
poflerity might never be at a 
lofs to account for it, nor the 
wonders which were wrought 
in favour of them be forgot/ 
Among all the cares which 
Mofes and Aaron had, they did 
myi forget to bring Jofeph’s 
eolbn and bones with them, 
purfuant to the oath which 
that patriarch had exadted 
ftom them. The Jews tell us 
tbfy placed them in a fump- 
Aout car, or open berfe, 
,Whkh proceeded under the 
guard apd conduift of the 
^ Ma- 
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nafleh, his two children (2). 

(O) We know but little of 
the geography of all thefe 
places. Etham is fuppofed to 
be the Buthee of Herodotus ; 
and Pihahiroth, tbe city of 
Heroum, on the extreme part 
of the Arabic gulph, or the 
Phagroriopolis, placed by 
Strabo near the lame place. 
All that we know of Migdol is 
only, that it lignifics a tower, 
Baal-Zephon feems wholly un- 
known to the ancient geogra- 
phers. The Jewilh rabbles, 
and, after them, Grotius, be- 
lieve it to have been an idol 
fet up to guard the confines of 
Egypt. Eufebius takes it for 
a town, and not a flatue, and 
places it near Clyfraa; though 
St. Jerom has omitted it in his 
tranlktion. It (lands upon tbe 
mod northern point of the Red 
Sea, where the ancients, efpe-, 
cially the Jews, think ihe 
IfraelircB paflbd it, and where 
(lands to this day a Chridian 
monadery (3), 
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the mouths of Mofcs and Aaron, yet,' conildcrio^ their 
untra£table temper, and how apt they would be to mur* 
mur againft their leaders at every difficulty they might 
encounter, he condefeended to condudi them by the mi- 
raculous appearance of a pillar of Hre in the nignt, and a 
column of fmoke in the day, Thefc phaenomcna never 
forfook them during their forty years wandering in the 
wildernefs, but guided their progrefs from place to place 
through forty-two encampments. But whether it was 
exhibited at their firft, fecond, or third march, at Suc- 
coth or Etham, does not appear from the tcxt“. 

By this time the king of Egypt began to repent of his 
parting with the Ifraelitcs, who, he perceived, had no 
intention to return. Thinking they might eafiljr be fur- 
prifed among the mountains, aifd cut off, he prepared a 
confiderable army, together with fix hundred of the 
choiceft chariots, befides all the chariots of war that 
could be found ip Egypt, and began his march in purfuit 
of the fugitives. Mofes has not given us any farther par- 
ticulars concerning that army, but Jofephus, who fel- 
dom fails to improve the text, whenever it ferves for the 
honour of his country, makes it amount to fix hundred 
chariots, fifty thoufand horfe, and two hundred thoufand 
foot*; and Ezekiel, the poet quoted by Eufeblua, hath 
increafed it to a million of men. Bpt, whatever the army 
was, Phaiaoh put hinifelf at the head of it, and led it 
with fiich fpced, that he overtook them at Pihahiroth, 
ind encamped there ^in full fight of the Ifraelitcs, who 
Delnga pufillanimous race, inured to bondage, could not 
lehold the enemy fo near without the utmofl: con- 
lernation. In dead of having recourfe to that mighty 
irm, that had fo vifibly ftretched itfelf out in their favour, 
hey ran in a tumultuous manner to Mofes^s tent, conri- 
daining that he had brought them to be flaughtered m 
he wildemefs ; and that they bad now nothing to expect 
ut the mod cruel death in that difmal place. Mofes, 

nftcad of upbraiding them with their cowardice and in- 

ratitude, endeavoured to alTuage their fears with the 
durance, that this would be the lad time of their feeing 
.ae Egyptians. He had confulted God, who ordered them 
forthwith to begin their march towards the fea, directing 
him, at the fame time, to dretch out his rod over it, whetl 
the waters would indantly divide, and make way for 
them to pafs through, as on dry land ; whereas Fharao i, 

xjofi Ant. lib.ii. cap. M' 
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and his whole army, fhould they venture to purfu^, 
the fhould be finally overwhelmed. Accordingly, a ftrong 

^ided wind dividing that arm of the fea, afforded a paffage, 

and the Ifraelites were beginning their march towards it, 
when the angel of the Lord, who conducted them in the 
pillar of fire, removed from the front to the rear of the 
army, and flood between them and the Egyptians ; thus 
producing a double effeft, giving light to the Ifraelites in 
their march, and dazzling the eyes of their enemies, to 
prevent their perceiving what was doing among the He- 
brews. We are given to underftand, that whilft thefe 
were pafliiig through the fea, the waves arofe in heaps, 
and flood us a wall on each fide them (R). The Egyp- 
tians, perceiving that the Ifraelites were marching off, 
that the cloud which cdndufled them was removed to- 
wards the fea, refolved upon a clofe purfuit, not dream- 
ing that they were launching into another element, much 
lefs could they fuppofe that it would prove as fatal to 
them as it was friendly to thofe whom they fo eagerly 
purfued. For it doth not appear by the text that the Egyp- 
tians were fenfible of their entering into the fea ; and it 
is more than probable that they were too eager in the pur- 
fuit, and had too little light to perceive the danger they 
were running into, unlefs we will fuppofe, with the Jevidfli 
hiflorian that, bec^ufe they faw the Ifraelites march 

y Jof Ant. lib. ii. cap. i6. 

(R) Many Jews and Chrif- lieved it to be altogether a fu- 
tians have imagined that this pernamral phseiiovnenDn. Jo- 
paflhge was effetled by coafling fephus feems to fpeak doubt- 
one end or corner of the Red fully on the fubjetfl, inention- 
^ea at low water, without any ing the Pamphylian fea, which 
miraculous interpolitionintheir retired from the fliorc, and 
behalf. In effedt, it is not at opened a paffage for Alexander 
all impollible, that a ftrong and his army, in his expedition 
wind, co-operating with the againll the Perfians; while 
ebb, might leave fpacc enough Grotius and Le Clerc declare 
for a confiderable army to pafs for the paflage of the Ifraelites 
within high-water mark; and along fhorc, though they ac- ' 
ihat the return of the tide, re- knowlege the interpofiiion of 
inforced by a ftrong gale from a Divine Providence in the 
the oppolitc quarter, might ftrong wind that blew, caufing 
overwhelm their purfuers. In- the waters to retire farther 
deed Artaphancs, an ancient than ufual, fo that they recoil- 
writer, quoted by Eufebius, cd with greater violence upon 
allures us, this was the opi- the Egyptians. — The whole 
ni on of the priefts of Memphis, tranfaftion was undoubtedly 
ivhilc thofe of HeliopoUs be- miraculous, 

fafely 
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fafely through the fea, they vainly hoped they might take 
the fame route, and were not undeceived till it was too 
late. By break of day they began to find their chariots 
move more and more heavily, and had fo many indica- 
tions of God’s fighting againft them, as made them re- 
folve upon turning about, and fleeing from ihofe whom 
they fo eagerly purfued. But all their hade could not T^hty an 
fave them : God commanded Mofes to ftretch again his dro^wn^ 
rod over the fea, and he had no fooner obeyed, but the 
M'aves, which had been till then miraculouUy fufpendcti, 
fell in again by their own weight, and overwhelmed Pha- 
raoh and his hod, fo that not one of them cfcaped from 
the common ruin ; whild the Ifraelites beholding, with 
wonder and amazement, the carcafes and the rich fpoils 
of their enemies thrown upon tlit fea-diore, began to fear 
the Lord, and refign themfelves implicitly to his direc- 
tion (S). 

Mofes well knowing the levity and fickle temper of the 
people whom he had to govern, took hold of this happy 
difpofition to celebrate this miraculous vidl:ory, and to 
infpire them with the deeped fentimenrs of gratitude to 
their Almighty Deliverer, To this end he compofed a Mofes^t' 
hymn, in which he extolled the greatnefs of God’s power, 
difplayed in this fignal miracle, and his amazing mercy 
towards his people. Having divideij the Ifraelites into two 
great choirs, he placed himfelf and his brother Aaron at 
the head of the men, and his fider Miriam at the head of 
the women ; and while the former fung the c.intlclc, the 
w'omcii anfwered alternately to each verfc, repeating the 
fird words of it: “I wall fing to the Lord j fur he has 


(S) The cxafl fituation of 
the places, at which the If- 
raclices entered, and came out 
of the fea, are fo much un- 
known to us, that it is next to 
importiblc to deferibe their 
route with any tolerable ccr- 
•tainty. For fliould we fo far 
depend upon Eufebius, as to 
believe Baal-zephon to have 
been Clyfma, and that the an- 
cient tradition were true, that 
it Was at this latter place they 
pafled the fea ; yet the gene- 
rality of geographers differ fo 


much about its fituation, that 
we are ftill to feek for the fide 
on which it flood, whether on 
the north, on the Ciifl, or 
fouth or weft fl)orc of the A- 
rabic gulph. For which rca- 
fon we hope the reader will 
excufe us from entering into 
any farther enquiry abqtit 
them, and for referring him 
to a learned author, who hath 
obliged the worldwlth a curious 
and elaborate differtalion on 
this fubjeff (1). 

See alfo hii Treveli. 

greatly 


(i) Shaw’s Supplement, chap, viii* 
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greatly triumphed, and has ovd-thrQwn the horfc and its 
rider into the fea.” Their mufic was likewife accom- 
panied with dances, and the found of fuch inftruments as 
they had brought with them from Egypt. 

And now the Ifraelites began to think that a few days 
march would eafily bring them to the borders of the Pro- 
mifed Land, the conqueft of which cOuld not but appear 
eafy to them, who had God for their protestor, and 
Mofes for their guide. Indeed, if they had met with no 
other difficulties than the ruggednefs of the wa^r, and the 
hatred and oppofition of thofe warlike nations that in- 
habited it, Canaan would fooh have been in their poflef- 
fion. But their ftubborn and ungrateful temper, their 
continual murmurings and rebellions againfl: God, joined 
to an invincible fondndfs for idolatry and fuperffition, 
proved not only a conllant obflacle to their hopes, but an 
endlcfs fource of misfortunes to them, and of grief and 
vexation to their leader, though otherwife famed above 
all men for his meek and gentle difpofition. They had 
fcarce travelled three days from the Red Sea, into the 
wildernefs of Shur, before their exceffive thirff, and want 
of water, exhaufted all their patience, infomuch, that 
when they came to difeover the waters of Marab, and 
found them too bitter to drink, they filled the air with 
T'ht.JfraeU their complaints agaiqH Mofes*, who, fearing the ill cnji- 
ties piur- fequence of this murmuring, addreifed himfeif to God 
mar far the humbleft manner, and was directed to a tree, wliieii, 

'water whether by any intrinfic virtue, or by a new miracle, 
fwcetened the waters as foon as he had cull it into the 


fource. The people, indeed, ceafed to murmur as foon 
as they had quenched their thirfl ; but as this was neither 
a fatisfadlion for their late riot, nor a fecurity a grin 11 
future relapfes, God was pleafed to make a farther lii.d 
of their future obedience, by giving them here fome new 
ftatutes, adding a promife, that if they obferved them 
with an upright mind, he would Ihower down upon them 
continual bleflings. In memory of the bitter waters, the 
place was called Marah, from whence they went and cn-» 
camped at Elim, where they found twelve fou..tains ol 
water, and feventy palm-trees j and there they continued 
about three weeks *. 


From Elim they marched towards the wildernefs of Sin, 
by which route they removed Rill farther from the fron- 
tiers of the Promifed Land ; but as they were diredled by 


i£xod. XV, per tot. 
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the miraculous pillar, they were forced to follow whitlicr- 
foever it led the way. Here their provifions becoming 
exceeding fcvirce, they began to murmur more violently 
than ever, repenting from their hearts that they had fuf- 
fered themfelves to be decoyed from the lledi-pots and 
plenty of provifion, which they enjoyed in Egypt, into a 
barren wildernefs, where rhey could expedl nothing but 
to die with hunger. This tumultuous deportment, which 
feemeti levelled at God himfelf, whofe direftivc column 
they had followed into that defert place, provoked no re- 
proof, but a gracious promife to rain down bread from 
heaven. The Lord commanded them to go and gather a 
certain quantity of manna every morning, and on the lixth 
to provide a double portion, beeaufc they were not to ex- 
peiil any to fall on the feventli, ^hich was afterwards to 
be kept holy. Aaron, in communicating this meflage to 
the people, failed not to give them a fevere reprimand for 
their murmurings. He had fcarcc made an end erf fpeak- 
ing, when the people, looking towards the wildernefs, 
beheld the glory of God difplaytd out of the cloud ; from 
which God confirmed again what Aaron had promifed to 
the people, alluring them, that they fliould that very 
evening be fatisfied with plenty of flefli, and next morning 
find that heavenly bread which he hatl piomilrd to pro- 
vide. , 

The firftpart of this promife was aceordinglv fulfilled 
that very evening, by whole cloucls of quails, which came 
pouring down upon them out of Lgypb alighted in 
fuch numbers, that they quite covered their camp ( V ) ; the 
other was accompliflied by the manna, which defeciide[l 
by the very next morning. This laft did not, indeed, fall 
clofe to the camp, but at fome diftance from it, towards 
the w ildernefs. By break of day, therefore, the Ifraclitcs 
lollow'ed Mofes towards the place, where he ftiewed them 


(T> It mufi be remembered, 
that this w'as about the mid- 
dle nt April, which is the timein 
''hich that bird is obferved to 
crols the Red Sea in vaft num- 
bers, and incredible quanti- 
ties are ftill caught there about 
Jhis time, Ludolph, in his 
freatife of LtKufts, at the end 
®f his Appendix to his Deferip- 
tion of Abyflinia, has offered 
fcnic probable arguments to 


prove that rhefe were fuch, 
and not quails. He affirms 
them not only to be in great 
plenty in thole parts, and all 
over Atrica, but likewife de- 
clares they were effeemed a de- 
licious We own, in- 

deed, that the word is, even by 
the confeffion of the Jews, of 
very uncertain fignification, 
and may as well fignify a Iock/i 
as a ^uaiL 
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A new 

murmur 
for ^ant 
vf 'water j 


•which 
fiows from 
a miracu- 
iauj rock. 


a kind of white dew, refembling a fmall hoar froft, which 
covered the face of the earth ; and told them, that this 
was the bread which God had promifed to feed them with 
during their abode in the defert; commanding them to 
gather a homer for every head, which is about five pints, 
or forty-three eggs *. The people no fooner faw this new 
bread, than they exclaimed, “ What is this ? Whence 
cometh it ?” for they were fiirprifed at the flrangenefs of 
it; and from thence they gave it the name of man, or 
manna (U). For a memorial of this miraculous bread 
Mofes was ordered to preferve a homer- full in a vefTel, to 
be afterwards depofited in the ark of the covenant, and 
preferved in it, as a witnefs to future ages Leaving this 
defert of Sin, and advaijcing a few days journey towards 
Mount Horeb, they raifed frefli murmurs at Rephidim, for 
want of water. Mofes flrove irt vain to peifuade them to 
wait God’s leifure ; they only grew more defperate, and 
were ready to (tone him to death. In this emergency he 
had recourfe to the Lord, who foon difpelled his fears, 
promifing to fignalize this place by a miraculous fourcc of 
water, as he had diftinguifhed the laft by a fupernatural 
fupply of food. He commanded him to conducl the 
elders of Ifrael, and all the people, to Mount Horeb, 
affuring him that, upon fmiting the rock with his mira- 
culous rod, the waters fhould immediately gufh out, in 
fuch plentiful ftreams, as would be more than fufficient to 
allay their thirft. Mofes, obeying the injimffion, God 
vouchfafed to fend them plenty of water; and in memory 
of this new murmuring the place was called Maffah, 
tempt ingy and Meribah, contention. 

About this time, the Ifraelites being attacked by the 
Amalekites, Mofes was forced to detach his fervant Jolhua, 


■ Le Seen. ElTay on a New Tranflation, p. 170. R. Salom. 


^ Exod. aiv. 

(U) Mail hu, in ihe origi- 
nal, lignifies 'whatj or ^yjhence 
is this ? Not fo cafy is it to 
Know the meaning of the word 
gad, which we tranflate cori- 
ander-feedy though, according 
TO the original, it fhould be 
rendered, and it •was ‘vohlte like 
the feed ofGad^ whereas cori- 
ander is of a brown colour. 
jSorae Jews, therefore, tranf- 


late it niuftard-fcedn becaulc 
one fort of it is whiti/h ; 
Aben Ezra frankly owns, tli^t 
he knows not what feed it is. 
In another place it is compai- 
ed, in colour, to bdellium, of 
which we know as little ; for 
the gum fo called is quire a 
different fubllance to which 
this name has been given by 
the luodcms. 

wiitl 
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with'a fufficient force, to make head againft them, whilft 
he himfelf fliould afeend to the Mount, to intreat God for 
hisfuccefs. Accordingly, next morning, he vi'^cnt up, 
with his brother Aaron and Hur, to a neighbouring hill) 
whence they could have a full view of the field of battle, 
and held up his hands in prayer, whilft Jofluia was fight- 
ing with the Amalekites. And here God paid a fingular 
regard to his interceflion, for, whilll he held his hands 
up Jofhua prevailed, and when he let them down Amalek. 
had the advantage ; but at length they grew fo heavy, 
that Aaron and Hur were forced to Itay them up on eai h difcomjitedi 
fide till the going down of the fun, that is, till Ifrael 
gained the viftory, and Amalek was difeomfited. Moles 
was ordered to record this fignal vidory, aiitl to vow per- 
petual war againft the AmalekitcS, till their very remem- 
brance lliould be quite blotted out. He alfo reared up an 
altar to God, and called it Jehovah-nifli, the Lord is my 
banner ; to intimate, that God, who had made them de- 
nounce war againft Amalek, would not fail to crown it 
with fuccefs S 

The defeat of Amalek opened a way for the Ifraclites to 
Mount Sinai, where their abode was fignalized by the 
wonderful promulgation of the law, and the appointment 
of the principal ceremonies which they were afterwards 
to obferve. Mean while, God, who forefaw what an ad- 
dition the office would be to the other cares and fatigues Jethro 
of Mofes, did, in good time, condudf his hofpitablc fathei- ^omesto 
in-law, with Zipporah and her two fons, to the camp of 
Ifiacl. Jethro, obferving with what patience his fon-in- 
law ftood to hear the people’s complaints from morning 
to night, and fearing left he fhould in time link.under the 
fatigue, advifed him to feledf a competent number of 
ciders, who fhould help him to bear fuch a part of the 
burden, as would otherwife have proved too much fur his 
ft^ength j an account of which we have already given in 
the hiftory of Midian. Mofes was thus eafed of a great 
load by the appointment of thofe inferior judges, fomc of 
^'hom he fet over thoufands, others over hundreds, and 
others over tens, referving the moft momentous caufes 
to his own cognizance. Soon after this tranfadlion his 
father-in-law took leave of him, while he gave the fignal 
for decamping from Rephidim, and marched to the wil- 
demefsof Sinai : . a removal which was made about the 

^ Exod. xvii. per tot. 
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beginning of the third month after their departure from 
Egypt 

His next care was to order their encampment fo, that 
there might be a confiderablc fpace between it and the 
mountain. Whilft they were pitching their tents, ac- 
cording to his direftions, Mofes went up to the moun- 
tain, where he was commanded to remind the Ifraelites 
of all the wonders which God had wrought in their fa- 
vour, •and to alTurc them, if they proved obedient to 
God’s laws, he would ftill look upon them as his peculiar 
people, a favourite nation, and a royal priefthood. Mofes, 
defeending from the Mount, alTembled the elders, and 
charged them to acquaint the people with the gracious mef- 
fage, who likewife promifed all pofllble obedience to 
Cod’s commands ; uporpwhich he diredled them to pre- 
pare themfelves, againft the third day, for the glorious 
feene that was to be afted ; to wafli their doaths, and 
abllain from all nuptial commerce. He cautioned them 
from approaching the mountain under the fevereft penal- 
ties, obferving, that either man or beafl tranfgrefling this 
injunction, Ihould be immediately Honed, or (hot to 
death. The fignal for their coming out was to be the 
found of the miraculous trumpet : accordingly, on the 
third day, the people having prepared themfelves in obe- 
dience to the divine injunftion, and being in the utmoft 
expe£tation for this wonderful fight, they faw,- by break 
of day, the mountain furrounded by the thickeft cloud, 
from whence ilTued forth fuch thunders and lightnings, as 
filled them witfuterror and amazement. The found of 
the trumpet being heard, Mofes brought the people out 
of their camp towards the Mount, as far as the barrier 
which he had fetj and there they obferved the top of 
Sinai covered with fire and fmoke, whilft the foundation 
of it feemed to ftiake under their feet. In the midft of 
this dreadful feene, the trumpet being heard ftill louder 
and ftronger, God called to Mofes, and bid him bring 
his brother Aaron with him ; they immediately went up, 
and were both involved in the cloud. The thunders and* 
the trumpets ceafed foon after, when God was heard 
from the midft of the fire and fmoke, which continued 
all the while, to pronounce the ten principal laws, which 
were to be the foundation of all the reft, and of which an 
account bath already been given thefe Mofes was order- 

Vide Uthcr Ann. A. M. *513. Riberam de Tempi, lib. v. 
rtp- 7» & ah ' See Seft. ii. of this Chapter, p. 116—1 83- 

ed 
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cd afterwards to write upon two tables of Hone ^ In 
the mean time the people, aftonillied at what they faw 
and heard, removed farther off, and Mofes defeended. 

The divine voice had no I'ooner done fpcaking, than they 
approached Mofes, and, in a tranfport of fear and fur- 
prize, promifing all pofllble obedience to the divine pre- 
cepts, befought him that he would, for the future, fpeak 
to them ill God’s ftead, leil, if they Ihould hear his dread- 
ful voice agrdii, they Ihould die with horror and amaze- 
ment. hiofes, commending the awe and regard which 
they exprelled, went up again to the mountain, where, 
for that time, Ciod was pleafed to add a few ceremonial Some cert-- 
laws to thofe moral precepts, which he had couched in the 
Decalogue; ail which, as weil as thofe he received after- 
wards from time to time, we hftve alfo already given in 
pne body. To prevent necdlefs repetitions, we lhall avoid 
following the divine hiftorian too clofe in all the inter- 
courfe he had with God ; wherein the obfervance of the 
fame laws is inculcated over and over, the fame aflur- 
ances of the divine favour and affiftance, and fevere 
threatenings in cafe of their difobeying, and the fame pro- 
mifes of their polTefling the lands of the Canaanites, 

Amorites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgaihites, and 
Jehu fites, being repealed almoll upon every frefh occafion. 

What might induce Providence to^ deliver them in that 
feemingly irregular and interrupted method, is not eafy to 
he guclfed, unlefs we fuppofe, that a more methodical 
manner would have favoured too much of human wifdoni. 

Hut, neither the frequent repetition of thefe promifes and 
denunciations, nor the grievous puniHiments which were 
infiifted upon them, in confequence of their difobedieiicc, 
proved fuflicient to bend their Itubborn necks, or cure 
them of their paflion for the gods of the Egyptians. In 
it feems, had the true God declafed that he would 
fend his angel to facilitate their way, and to bring them to 
the Promifed Land ; and that, if they proved obedient to 
his voice, and kept themielves from the pollutions of 
thofe nations which they went to conquer, he would in- 
fufe a panic fear into their enemies, fo that they fhould 
not be able to refift ; at the fame time he gave them to 
nndcrftand, that they fhould not make a complete con- 
Sneft of them at once, left the wild beads fhould prove 
^00 ftrong for them; but that they fhould carry it on gra- 
dually, till they had extended it from the Red Sea unto 

^ £xod. xix. per tot, cap. xx. per tot, 
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the Sea of the Philiftines, and from the defert unto the 
river 

Immediately after this communication, Mofes reared an 
ailtar to God, and offered burnt-facrifices and peace-offer- 
ings upon it; and having caufed the contents of this new 
covenant to be read to all the people, and exacted a 
folemn promife from them, that they would keep it faith- 
fully, he ratified it by fprinkling the altar, the book, and 
the people with the blood of the viflims ; then ordered 
twelve pillars to be ereQed, one for each tribe, as a ftand- 
ing monument of this alliance between God and them. 
Having made an end of this ceremony, he took with him 
Aaron, Nadab, Abihii, and feventy of the elders of If- 
rael, fome part of the way towards the mountain, where 
they beheld the God of Ifrael in a kind of vifion; and 
Mofes having committed the care of the people to them, 
took Jofhua up into the mountain with him, and ftayed 
there full forty days. It was during this interval, that 
God gave him the two tables of ftone, whereon were 
written the Ten Commandments by the finger, that is, by 
the immediate command and dircii^ion of God himfelf ; 
together with the whole plan of the Jewilh religion, of 
the labcrnacle, and all the utenfils belonging to it ; and 
feveral other laws concerning the priefts, Levites, and 
laity ; in particular an order for exadling a free-will of- 
fering from all the children of Ifrael, according to iheir 
abilities, of gold, filver, brafs, fcarlet, filk, wool, oil, 
fpices, and all other necelfary materials for the taber- 
nacle, ark of the covenant, priefily robes, and all other 
things that were to be appointed for the public worfliip 
The care of making all thefe things was committed to 
Bezaleel of the tribe of Judah, and Aholiab of the tribe 
of Dan, two perfons whom God had endowed with an 
extraordinary {kill and wifdom to contrive and execute all 
thefe defigns, according to his diretlions p. 

In the mean time, the people who had fecn Mofes en- 
ter into the cloud, whilft the top of the mountain was 
all in flames, after they had waited above a month for his'' 
return, began to give him over for loft. In this appre- 
henfion they aifembled in a tumultuous manner about 
Aaron’s tent, and told him, that as they defpaired of 
Mofee’s return, it was very expedient that he fhould make 
them fome gods to diredl and protedl them in their pro- 

" Exod. xxivt 31, ^ £xod. cap. xxv. ad cap. xxx. p Exod. 

uxi. pafiim. 
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from their Egyptian Bondage^ 

grefs. Aaron does not feem to have hefitated one mo- 
ment, but direfted them immediately to bring him fulh- 
cient quantity of their gold ornaments, to make them a 
golden calf. So eager were the people for this new god, 
that they willingly parted with their gold ear-rings to 
Aaron, who loft no lime to have it caft according to his 
promife. Having fet it upon a pedeJlal, in full light of 
all the camp, and reared up an altar before it, he told 
them in rheir own dialeft, that thefe were the gods which 
brought them out of Egypt, and appointed the next day 
as a folemn feftival, which they began with oft'ering bunit- 
facrifices and peace-olferings, and concluded with fead- 
ing and dancing. 

Mofes, accompanied by hls^fervant Jofliua, coming 
down from the mountain with the two tables, was not a 
little furprifed to hear their loud fhouts ; but when he 
drew near and beheld them worfliipping the calf in imi- 
tation of the Egyptian Apis, which his brother had fet up, 
he was overwhelmed with confulion and concern. In the 
firft tranfports of his paflion, he broke the two tables, 
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then advancing to his brother, upbraided him in the fe- Mounts 
verefl; terms, for having been accclTary to fiich an im- 
pious apoftacy, which laid them open, naked, and de- 
fencelefs to all their enemies j as they undoubtedly for- 
feited the diAnne prote£fion, which alone could bring 
them fafe into the Promifed Land 

Aaron failed not to lay the blame on the tumultuous 
people ; but Mofes, inftcad of lifteiiing to his exciifes, 
fet himfelf immediately about the dellraclioii of the idol, 
and the punifliment of fuch of the delinquents as his 
prefence had not driven away from the place where it was 
adored. He caufed the calf to be taken down, burnt, 
ground into powder, and call into the water, of which 
he made all the people afterwards drink. During this 
tranfaftion, he called aloud, ‘‘ Who is on the Lonrs 
fide?” and finding that the foiis of I^rCvi Immediately 
joined him, he commanded them to gird on their Iwords, 
and Hay indifferently all that they found Hill at the ido- 
latrous feaft, without regard to age, quality, kindred, 
fricndfhip, or acquaintance. Thefe went forthwith from 
Mofes^s prefence, and punifhed with immediate death 
about three thoufand of the delinquents, whom they found 
ftill in the midft of their mirth (X). The people feeing JanJdelm* 

this 

* E]iod. xxxii. I, & feq. 

(X) This zeal of the tribe did not go long unrewarded : 
of Levi againft tliofe idolaters, it not only wiped oft that blc- 
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this dreadful example, and having heard with what fc- 
verity Mofes had reproved his brother, were ftruck with 
Mofesre- the greateft confteniation : but he went up to the Mount 
tms to the again, and interceded fo powerfully for them, that he at 
Mount, length obtained, not only their pardon, but a renewal of 
God’s former promife, of bringing them into the land of 
Canaan under the condudt of his angel. Both the pardon 
and promife were fo far conditional, that the people 
fhould make fome atonement for their rebellion, by a 
folemn and public adt of humiliation, and a promife to 
be more obedient for the future ; for in cafe of relapfe 
they were told this crime would be remembered in their 
punifliment \ 

One of tliefc conditions the people immediately em- 
braced, and a folemn faft'was kept throughout the whole 
camp, during which they divelted themfclves of all their 
gaudy apparel, and eolliy ornaments ; and in memory of 
this fin and of the breaking of the two tables, the Jews 
obferve that fall yearly even to this day. At the fame 
time God, to adminiller fome comfort to Mofes, whom 
he faw labouring under fuch a heavy load of grief and 
care, was pleafed at his requeit, to grant him a fight of 
his glory, that is, as the context explains it', a fight of 
that angel under whofe diiedlion and care they were to 
go and conquer the Prqmifed Land (Y). 

Mofes having Hayed in the Mount other forty days and 
nights, made twm other tables, like thofe which he had 


■ Exod. xxxii. per tot, 

milh, which their progenitor 
had intailed upon them, for 
the bloody maflkere of the Se- 
chemites, but in a very Ihort 
time procured them the Levi- 
tical prieflhood, which, though 
fubordinatc to that of Aaron 
and his poflerity, intitled them 
to the tenths of all kinds of 
beafts, fruits, and grain in If- 
rael ; to the interior miniftry 
of the tabernacle, and after- 
wards of the temple ; to a place 
in the judicial courts of every 
city, and town ; to the pro- 
perty of thirty-five cities and 
towns, with all their lands, 
fome of which were appointed 
f ities of refuge ; and to feveral 


1 Exod. xxxiii. iZ| & fcq. 

other privileges and immuni- 
ties, of which an account hath 
been given in a former feiEben. 

(Y) The account, which 
Mofes gives us of this divine vl- 
fion, is none of the cleared:; and 
fome ol the expreffions which 
he ufes, fuch as, that he 
fliould not fee God’s face, but 
only his back, &c. have in- 
duced fome free-thinkers to tax 
him and all the Jews after him 
with being anthropomorphites, 
till they learned a more refined 
divinity from the Babylonians. 
But let it be remembered, that 
Mofes fpoke to a grofs people, 
in a manner adapted to their 
ideas. 


broken, 
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broken, and received foine farther inftrudions from God, 
came down again to the people, who were not a little 
furprifcd to obfervc that his face had acquired fueh a 
liillre during his recefs, that they could not look upon 
him without being dazzled ; fo that he was obliged to 
cover it with a veil whenever he was to fpeak to them 
By this time the people were become fo tra£lable, that 
upon his exadfing from them a frce-wdll-offcring of all 
forts of materials for the tabernacle, ark, utenfils, pricftly 
garments, &c. both men and women readily contributed 
their richefl; jewels, metals, and other precious tilings, the 
fpoils of the Egyptians and Amalekites, including oils, 
fpices, ointments, and perfumesi all which he diflributcd to 
proper perfons to be wrought j and Bezaleel and Aholial 
were appointed overfeers of all the work. 1 hefe exerted 
fuch diligence, and employed fo many hands, that the 
tahernaclc and all its rich furniture, and coltly apparatus, 
were finilhed, and fet up at the foot of Mount Sinai, in 
lefs than fix months ; there Aaron and his fons, being 
folemnly confecrated prielts, began to offer up all kinds 
of facrilices upon the new altar, according to the Jaw of 
Mofes. Soon after this tranfaclion, the head of each 
tribe came and appeared before Mofes and Aaron, and 
prefented a very confiderable oiTering to Lrod in fix vi ag- 
gons drawn each by two oxen; al^l M'hicli were fet ahile 
for the fervice of the tabernacle. Thus was this pompous 
worfhip of the Ifraelitcs begun, in framing and inftitiiting 
which, confideration was had to their grofs and carnal 
minds, which were incapable of being aJl'ei^ted with a 
purer and more fpiritu.d cultivation 

Aaron had not been long inftallcd in his ofl’ice of hlgh- 
ptieft, before he had the mortification to fee his two 
fons NaJab and Abihu, flruck dead by fire from heaven, 
for prefuming to burn incenfe in the tabernacle M'ilh 
ftrange fire, contrary to the command of Mofes who or- 
dered them to be carried forthwith out of the camp, and 
buried without any mourning or funeral pomp. 

^ The people were foon ready for another rebellion, be- 
caufc he had made them take too long a march at their 
departure from the wildernefs of Sinai ; fo that the di- 
vine anger was already kindled, and had fhew^ed its ef- 
in an extraordinary fire, which began to confume 
the extremities of the camp ; but at the intercelTion of 

“ Exod xxxiv. per tot. » Numb. vn. i, it feq. Exodp 

horn chap, xxxvi. to the endi y Levit. x. i, & fcq, 
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The Hijlory of the Jews 

Mofes tbc fife ceafcd, and in memory of it the place was 
called Taberah, or bunting *. Mofes began to find by this 
frefti inftance of their ftubbornnefs, that the burden of 
government was like to prove too heavy for him, not- 
withftanding his having thrown a great part of it upon 
thofe magiltrates, which he had chofen by Jethro’s ad- 
vice. On this occafion he prefented his complaint to 
God, who, to cafe him of this load of care, commanded 
him to make choice of feventy of the moft confiderable 
of the elders of Ifrael, both for wifdom and integrity, 
and ereft them into a fupreme court, that they might 
bear their (hare of the burden. It was not long before 
he found the advantage of this inftitution ; for they were 
no fooner removed from Taberah, than their very next 
encampment was fignali^ied by a frefh infurreftion. A 
mixed multitude, of the dregs of Egypt, and other na- 
tions, who had followed the Ifraelites hitherto, began to 
murmur at the manna, and to regret their forfaking the 
garlick, onions, and flefh-pots of Egypt ; and their dif- 
content foon infefted the whole camp with a longing 
after better food. Mofes’s tent was befet on all fides with 
crowds, who came, and in a tumultuous manner, de- 
manded that he fhould provide them flefh to eat, inftead 
of the manna, which their fouls began to loath. 

In this emergency, God commanded him to call toge- 
ther the feventy elderk to the door of the tabernacle ; and, 
in the face of the whole camp, he promifed to fend them 
fuch a piefent fupply of flefli, as Ihould ferve them, not 
for a day or two, but for a whole month, till it became 
as loathfome to them as the manna was ; at the fame 
time he infpired the feventy elders with fuch a fliare of 
his fpirit, that they all began to prophecy (Z); and the 
fame gift continued with them as long as they lived. The 
camp was at that time in Arabia Petraea, at a finall dif- 
tance from the Red Sea j from the other fide of which, a 
ftrong wind brought fuch infinite flights of quails, that 
they not only covered the whole camp, but all the ground 
round about it for fcveral miles •*. Thefe birds, beings 
tired wfith their long flight, and not able to foar above 

* Numb. xi. i, & feq. Numb, xi, 31, & feq. 

(Z) This affembly of the terwards fo famous under the 
feventy elders, the Jews, and name of the fanhedrim, 
after them Grotius, and fame which even their kings and 
other Chrillians, have affirmed high-priefls were fubjc£t. 
to be the fame that became af- 

iwo 
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two cubits from the ground, were eafily caught by the 
people, and in fuch quantities, that the lead: that any pf 
them gathered Was ten homers (A). Their firft care was 
to glut themfelves with them ; then they began to think 
how to preferve the reft from being corrupted. Butin j 
the midft of their feafting, God was pleafed to finite a pla^utdt- 
great number of them with a fore difeafe, which carried 
them oft' with the meat, as it were, in their months ■ in 
memory of this fevere punifliment for their unreafonable 
lull, the place was called Kibroth-hatavah, or the JtpuU 
chres of concupifcence ; from whence they removed to Ca- 
defli-Barneah, and afterwards advanced to Hazaroth. In 
this encampment Miriam, Mofes’s fifter, having been Miriam 
fmitten with leprofy for fome refledfions v^hich llie had 
caft upon him and his wife, Mofcs, at her’s and Aaron’s 
requeft, obtained a cure for her ; yet fo that die was to re- 
main without the camp, as a polluted per fon, feven days ; 
after which they returned towards Cadcfti-Barneah, iii 
the wildernefs of Paran. Here Mofes was commanded ^t^welve 
to choofe twelve proper men, one out of each tribe, ffits fent t9 
and to fend them to fearch the land of Canaan ; among 'vii'wtht 
which was Jodiua and Caleb. Thefe twelve liaviiig 
received Mofes's directions to view the whole land, 
to examine the ftrength of its cities and inhahitaiits[ 
together with the nature and fertility of its foil, fet out 
upon their progrefs, which they’ performed in forty 
days. 

At their return from Rehob, which Is at the foot 
of Mount Libanus, thev palled through tlie valley of 
Eflicol, fo called from the great quantity of the largeft 
grapes, a large clufter of which they pulled, and fixing 


(A) Homer, or rather cho- 
uier, is a meafure which con- 
tains ten baths, or five bulhels : 
the Jews think chomer is the 
fame with chamer, an afs, be- 
caufc the letters are the fame, 
chomer is an af'i load. 
However, as we would not en- 
large the miracle more than is 
needful, vve have ventured to 
depart a little from our own, 
molt other verfions, which 
fender the words of Mofes as 
If the q^uaih had lain two cu- 


bits, that is above a yard thick 
upon the groLuid, whereas the 
original may properly enough 
be rendered, that they flew no 
higher than two cubits from it: 
and this quantity was more 
than fufficlent to ferve them a 
month ; confidering that not 
only the camp, but all the 
country for a day’s journey 
round, was covered with it, 
and that the fieih of quails 
could not be eaten in great 
quantity. 
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^ The Hijlory of the Jews 

it upon a ftafF, brought it to the camp upon thdi 
flioulders. 

Thcfc fpies made their report to Mofes and Aaton, in 
prefence of the elders and all the people. They began 
with extolling the richnefs of the land, and fliewcd a fpc- 
cimen of it in the bunch of grapes which they had broughi 
with them, together with fome of iheir fineft pomegra- 
nates, figs, and other fruits ; but asfoon as they obferved 
that this account had infpired the reft with a defire of be- 
coming the happy pofleflbrs of it by a fpeedy conqueft, 
ten of them immediately altered their note, and began 
to reprefent it as a thing impoflible, by reafon of the 
ftrength of their fortified towns, and the bravery and gi- 
gantic ftature of its inhabitants 8. Joftiua and Caleb were 
of a different opinion-^ and the latter, who obferved 2 
kind of defpair in the people, endeavoured in v^in to en- 
courage them, by alluring them, that fuch a glorious en- 
terprize was by no means impoiTible : but the Ifraelites 
gave fuch credit to the report of the other ten, that they 
wholly defpairedof overcoming fuch powerful and gigantic 
nations, in comparifon of whom they looked upon them- 
felvea as mere grafhoppers and reptiles. Their murmur- 
ings grew to fuch a height before next morning, that a 
return into Egypt was again looked upon as vaftly pre- 
ferable to fuch an undertaking ; and they were already 
confulting how to ch6ofe themfel/es a leader, to conduct 
them back to the land of their former thraldom. The 
uproar, however, was in fome meafure fupprelfed by the 
appearance of the glory of God in the cloud, which then 
covered the tabernacle, and from which he was heard to 
fpcak to Mofes in fuch threatening terms, as gave them 
caufe to fear fome terrible judgment would be the reward 
of their rebellion and ingratitude. 

Mofes was forced again to become their intercefibr; 
but the ingratitude and infidelity of thofe mifcreanis, who 
had been' eye-witnelfes of the wonders which he wrought 
both in Egypt and in the defert, and of the punifliment 
which he had inflifted upon other rebels, w^as of too cry; 
Ing a nature, not to exa£t fome confpicuous mark of the 
divine difpleafure. Wherefore, God did then fwear, thit 
none of thofe that were above twenty years of age, exccj^r 
Jofhua and Caleb, ftiould ever enter into the Promilt^d 
Land ; but that they ihould wander from place to place 
during the fpace of forty years, till all their carcafes 

t Numb, xiiif per tot. , , 

flioiilJ 
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Ihould be ratted in the wilderncfs (B). As for the ten 
wretches, whofe pufillanimous report occafioncd this re- 
bellion, they were all deflroyed by a fudden death, aiul 
became the firft inftances of the punilhmeiit denounced 
againft the whole nation 

This fevere fentence fo terrified the multitude, that Yr. of FI, 
they prefented themfelves early in the morning before 
Mofes, ready armed, and told him, that they were now 
ready to retrieve their credit by fome noble exploit ag.iiiift 
the Amalekites, or fome of the Canaanitilh naiioius. 

Mofes ftrove in vain to divert them from fuch a raih enter- atuiUl 
prize, by reprefenting to them, that they would certainly fx~ 
pciifh in the attempt, bccaufc they had now forfeited the 
divine affiflance and prote(fl:ion : his rcmonllr.ince ferved 
only to whet their unfeafonablo ardour; ever indocile, mjbtd, 
and deaf to good counfel, they refolved to try their for- 
tune, and to gain the pafles of the neighbouring hills; 
but the Amalekites and Canaanites falling upon them, 
made a great (laughter; and purfued them as far as Hor- 
mahh All this while Mofes, w^ho foref.iw the confe- 
quence of this rafli enterprize, wifely remained with the 
ark of the covenant in the camp (C). 

During 


^ Numb. xiv. 36, 37, 

(B) Mofes here makes ufe 
of a round number, alluding 
to the forty days of the fpies 
fearchlng the land ; though it 
is plain, that their children 
cnteied it, thiny-nine years 
softer this fentence was pro- 
nounced againft their fathers, 
It is larther to be obferved, 
that though this exclulion ex- 
cepts none but Caleb, and in 
other places where it is repeat- 
it 'mentions only Jofhua 
along with him ; yet there 
J'ere certainly fome others not 
hicluded in it, fuch were Mo- 
fes and Aaron, who had no 
part in the mutiny, but were 
excluded afterwards upon an- 
other account; together with 
Elcazar, and a few more, 
cfpecially of the tribe of Lcvii 
VoL. II, 


1 Ibid. 40. to the end. 

In memory of this rebellion, 
the Jews have ever fiiice kept 
a ftiidft fad, on the feventh day 
of Elul or fixlh month. 

(C) After fome IKiy in this 
camp, they continued moving 
from place to place, but ftill 
in the fame wikiernefa of Seir, 
during which time Mofes re- 
ceived many other laws; but 
we have given an account of 
the inoft remarkable in a former 
feiftion. However, it is to be 
obferved, that their encamp- 
ments from this time were 
much longer than they had 
formerly been, feeing we read 
but of feventeen during the 
remaining thirty-feven years, 
whereas this removal from 
Kadeih-Bamcah was the fif- 
teenth firom their coming out 
Y 
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During this long interval of thirty-nine years, the Di- 
vine Providence difplayed itfelf in the moft confpicuous 
manner, forming and polifhing this new generation, for 
whom the conqueft of Canaan was referved. The mira- 
culous pillar continued ftill to dire£lthem, and the mani>a 
to afford them nourifhment. Mofes ftill maintained his 
intercourfes with God *, and fuch was the Almighty’s pa- 
ternal care of his people, that their raiment, particularly 
their fliocs, remained whole, and their feet unhurt, not- 
withftanding their long and frequent marches. If at any 
time the people relapfed into their ufual murmurs and re- 
bellions, as they often did, their punifhment followed fo 
clofe and fo fevere, that their difobedience could neither 
be countenanced by the number of delinquents, nor flat- 
ter itfelf with hopes of Knpunity. And this may be, per- 
haps, the main motive, which infpired them with fuch a 
laudable zeal agahift the iabbath- breaker, whom they 
brought to Mofes, and on the next day, according to his 
fentcncB, led out of the camp, and there ftoned to death 

It was not long, however, before their conduiftor dif- 
covered a moft dangerous confpiracy hatched againft him, 
by one of the chiefs of the tribe of Levi, and countenanced 
by fome of the moft confiderabie men of the whole camp, 
cfpecially of the tribe of Reuben K 

Korah, the great-grand-fon of Levi by his father Jahnr, 
as Aaron alfo was by his father Amram, and confi fluent- 
ly one of the heads of that tribe, repining at the lortunc 
of Aaron and his family raifed to the high prlefthood, had 
drawn a confiderabie number of eminent perfons into his 
intereft ; and among them, Dathan, Abiram, and Hor, 
chiefs of the houfe of Reuben. Whether he thought that 
he fhould never gain his point againft his rival, whilil 
Mofes enjoyed the fupreme power, and confequentJy, that 
it was ncccffary to infpire them with a defire of fupplant- 
ing their chief*, or whether he had already obferved foinc 
fuch defign in t\iofe three chiefs, he played his part fo w eli, 
that he engaged them and two hundred and fifty more 

k Numb. XV. 3 », 6c fcq. • Ibid. xvi. paflim. 

of Egypt. We fhall not trou- a more particular account of 
blc our readers with a farther them, may find it in the An- 
detail of them at prefent : nals of the Icahicd archbifliop 
ihofc who arc defirous to have Ufter (3). 

(3) Vide Ann Ulher, fub A. M. *513. p, n; & feq. 
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Into his party. As foon as he found things ripe for an 
open rupture, he appeared at their head, ami confronting 
Motes and Aaron, began to upbraid them widi their un- 
juft ambition. He charged them with ingrofting all the 
power into their hands; and excluding the reft of the 
congregation, whom he affirmed to be holy as they. 
Mofes, furprifed at the boldncfs of this add re ft, rebuked 
them for their prefumption in the fevereft terms ; but 
waved farther debate till next morning, when they might 
appear at the door of the tabernacle, with each his cenler 
in his hand ; at which time he prom i fed that the Lord 
fliould declare himfelf openly in favour of thofe whom he 
defigned for that high office. 

Mean while he fent privately for Dathan and Abiram, 
whom he fuppofed to have been inveigled by Korah into 
the confpiraey, with a defign to argue the cafe more calm- 
ly with them; but they not only refufed to come, but 
fent his meflenger back with an infolent anfwer ; in M'hich 
they upbraided him with having decoyed the whole nation 
out of the rich and fertile land of Egypt, under pretence 
of bringing them into a better, inftead of which he only 
detained them in that barren wilderncfs to make them 
greater Haves to his ambninn *. 

Early next morning Mofes and Aaron repaired to the ta- 
bernacle, whither Korah failed ntn.to come foon after, at 
the head of his two hundred and fifty men, each having 
a copper cenler in his hand. Thcfc were followed by a 
vaft multitude, alfembled, either to be fpeiflators of this 
famous conteft, or to fupport the feditioiis, in cafe of op- 
pofition. The firft object that drew their eyes, v/as the 
glory which appeared in the cloud over the tabernacle, 
from which God commanded Mofes and Aaron to with- 
draw themfclves from the rebellious crew, left they fhould 
perifh in the ruin which was ready to fall upon them. 
Here Mofes became intercelTor again with their divine 
condud^or. When the crowd had feparated themfclves 
from Korah and his company, that followed him to the 
quarters of the Rcubenites, where Dathan and Abiraiu 
with their families, flood at their tent doors, Mofes de- 
clared to the alTembly, that if thofe rebels died a common 
ticath, he would give them leave to queftion his divine 
miffion ; but that if the earth immediately opened i^i a mi- 
raculous manner, and fwallowcd them up alive, he then 
^oped they would look upon him as fufEciently authorized 
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for all he did. He had fcarce pronounced thcfe words, 
when the earth clove afunder under the feet of the con- 
fpirato^^, and buried them alive, with all their families 
and fubllance. At the fame time Korah and his whole 
company, who flood with their cenfers before the court 
of the tabernacle, were deflroyed by a fupernatural fire ; 
though their children werefpared becaufe, in all likelihood, 
they had no fhare in their father’s guilt*" (D). 

Ncverthclefs, the people, though they had fled, terri- 
fied at the fight of fo dreadful a fpedlacle, were fcarce 
recovered from their fright, before they began to murmur 
afrefh, and to accufe Mofes and Aaron of having murdered 
the people of the Lord, lliofc tw^o ran immediately 
into the tabernacle, froirt whence the ^lory appealing 
again in the cloud, fufpended for fome time the fury of 
the infurredlion. Mofes, who forefaw that fome terrible 
judgment was juft ready to fall on the rioters, immedi- 
ately commanded his brother to take his cenfer and make 
atonement for the people: hut though Aaron made all 
pofiible hafte to obey him, the.plaguc was already begun, 
and raged fo fiirioufly, that it had deftroyed fourteen 
thoufand and feven hundred men, befides thofe who had 
pcriflied in Korah’s rebellion : all that he could do was 
to put a flop to its further progrefs, by ftanding with his 
cenfer between the living and the dead. But here, to pre- 
vent Aaron’s authority from being any more called in quef- 
tion, God was plcafed to confirm it by one miracle 
more (E). So that from this day all but the fons of Aaron 


"» Vide Nwin. xxvi. ii. 


(D) In memory of this 
dreadful judgment, and to de- 
ter, for the furure, any but the 
fons of Aaron from prefuming 
to burn incenfe before the 
Lord, Eleazar was command- 
ed to cake the cenfers of Ko- 
rah and his men, and to beat 
them into broad plates, for a 
covering of the altar. 

(£) Aaron, on the one fide, 
^d the head of every tribe on 
the other, were ordered to 
bring an almond-rod with, 
their names written upon it ; 
and thefe were to be depofited 


in the tabernacle till next 
morning, by which time the 
Lord would decide in favour 
of that family, on whofe rod 
fome vilible and miraculous 
change was found. Accord- 
ingly, when they came to ex- 
amine them on the morrow, 
Aaron’s rod alone was found 
to have budded, and brought 
forth leaves, and ripe almondi; 
and Mofes was commanded to 
lay it up in the ark as a Hand- 
ing monument of their rebel- 
lion and unbelief. 


were 
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were cxprefsly prohibited from going into the tabernacle, 
under pain of death. 

The Ifraelites wandered near thirty years in the defert 
of Arabia Petrsea, and near thirty-nine were elapfed fince 
they quitted Egypt : during which peregrination, they had 
continued moving from place to place, about the moun- 
tains of Idumiea, ftill murmuring againft their leader, 
from time to time, and abandoning their God, to worihip Stnjtral 
the idols of Remphan, Malchom, and many others. At idolatrits 
length the time drawing near for their entering into the rtcord^ 
Promifed Land, they moved from Ezion-Gaber towards 
Kadefli in the wildcrnefs of Zin, dcfigning probably to 
enter Canaan by the narrow pafles, called the Way of the AnteChr, 
Spies; but they were difcomfitejl in their firft attempt by 3453. 
Arad, one of the kings of the Canaanites, who killed a - ^ 

great number of them, and look fome confiderable fpoil. 

Upon this difafler they vowed all the cities of Arad to de- 
ftruftion ; after fome refpite, they made a fecond attempt, 
wherein they defeated the king and deftroyed fome of his 
towns, calling the field of vidory Hormah, or rather 
Chormah, that is, anathemay or utter (Jejiru^i&n^ though 
the total ruin of that country did not happen till the time 
of Jofhua 

About this period alfo it was, that the king of Edom, 
having refufed a free palTage through his country to the 
Ifraelites, they were in all likelihood going to take fome 
kind of revenge for the affront ; but God, who would not 
fuffer them to commit any hoftilities againft that people, 
becaufe they were their brethren, caufed them to take a 
turn round their country, and to march peaceably away 
towards Mount HorP, where Miriam, Mofes^s fifter, died 
foon after, in the hundred and thirtieth year of her age 

Whilft they remained at Kadefti, a new murmuring 
arofe for want of water; and Mofes was again com- murmurh^ 
manded by God to bring them a frefh fupply out of the /or 
rock ; but he performed the operation in fuch a manner 
as proved difpleafing to the Lord, who for his intempe- 
rate deportment on this occafion, excluded him and his 
brother from the benefit of the Promifed Land (F). In 

' memory 

" Numb. xxi. i, 1, & feq, ° Joib, xii. 14. P Numb. 

2a, Deut. ill 8, 9. q Numb. x.x. i. 

^ (F) God had commanded ' whether out of impatience at 
him to call for the water by their loud murmurs, or from 
®nly fpcaking to the rock ; but diffidence of the promifed fup- 
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memory of this new rebellion, the place was called Mc- 
ribah, Jirife\ from which they went and encamped at the 
foot of Mount Hor, on the frontier of the land of Edom. 
Here Mofes was commanded to conduff Aaron and Elea- 
2ar his fon, to the top of the mountain, in fight of all the 
people ; the father was ftript of his prieftly robes, with 
which the fon was invefted. The ceremony was no 
fooner performed, than Aaron died, and was buried on 
the fpot : but the place was kept fo private, that none of 
thofe countries could ever find it out. The children of 
Ifracl mourned thirty days for him, and Eleazar fucceeded 
him in the high prieflhood 

Soon after the days of mourning were pad, they went 
and encamped at Zalmpna ; fo denominated from the 
image, or figure of the brazen ferpent, which Mofes 
caiiied to be fet up in this place The people being 
tired with the length of their peregrinations, and labour- 
ing under a fcarcity of provifions, began to murmur afrefli 
againft liim, in fo grievous a manner, that God was pro- 
voked to fend large liights of fiery ferpents, which deftroyed 
fuch multitudes, that the furvivors applied to Mofes, and, 
in the humbled terms, begged him to deliver them from 
that dedroying vermin (S). 

Accordingly he had recourfe to God, who commanded 
him to cad a brazen farpent of the fame figure with thofe 
that infeded them, and to fet it on a pole on fome emi- 
nent ground ; that as many as were bit by the ferpents, 
might be healed by looking upon this image Being de- 

b Numb. XX. *3, & dq. c ibiil, xxi. 9. Numb. xxi. 4, & feq; 

ply, he fmote it twice with his and modern authors to prove 
rod, and ufed fome indecent that they are the fame with 
expreflion, either to the rock, the hydra of the Greeks and 
or the people, for which be Latins. Herodotus, who went 
was excluded from entering on purpofe to the city of Burns 
the Prom i fed Land, and con- to fee them, fa} s that they are 
demned to die in the wilder- not unlike the hydra j and that 
nefa (1). . he had feen a vafl: rpiantlty ol 

(S) B<Khart tells us that their Ikeletons, whole flefh had 

thefe flyihg ferpents are fliort, been devoured by the ibis, 
and fpotted with divers co- which bird is peculiar to Egypt, ^ 
Itwrs, and that their wings^re- and a continual deftroyer ot 
fembie thofe of a bat. He thofe ferpents (2). 
quotes a great many ancient, 


(1) Vide Pf. cv, 31, 33. 
Ub« fii* cap- 


(t^ Bochart dc Animal. fac. p. it. 

live red 
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livcred from this plague, they marched towards Phunon» 
fince known by the name of Metallo-Phunon % bccaufe 
of the copper-mines with which it abounded ; ami from 
thence proceeded to Oboth, called by Pliny Eboda. This 
was their thirtv-feventh encampment; their next was Jie- 
Abarim(T), upon the borders of Moab, in that part of the 
defertM^hich lies over-againft the land of Moab eaftward 
artd is therefore called the Defect of Moab b. As they 
were afterwards removing to pafs the brook or valley of 
Zared, God forbad them to commit any hoftilities agaiiilt 
the Moabites and Ammonites, becaufc he had given to 
thefe nations that land for their habitation, and obliged 
them to take a large turn round their country to reach 
Cafiaan. They arrived at Icngtj^ at Bamoth, or Bamoth- 
4.rnon, that is, the high placfs of Amon^ under which is a 
fine valley belonging to the Moabites, watered by the 
brook or torrent of Anion, an<i pitched their tents at the 
foot of Mount Pifgah. From thence they proceeded to 
Beer, fo called from the well, which the lieads of Ifracl 
dug there by God’s diretTion j and this incident produced 
that fong of Mofes, fung by the Ifraelites ; the burden 
of which begins with the w'ords, “ Spring up, O well ; 
fing ye unto it 

After feveral marches between the countries of Moab 
and Ammon, they came at length to the land of the 
Amorites, and fent again to beg a peaceable pafl'age 
through the territories of Sihon, king ofHefhbon, But 
that prince, having refufed to let them pafs upon znj 
terms, and making ready to attack them, was overthrown 
in a pitched battle. The Ifraelites having feized upon 
his kingdom, from the torrent of Arnon to that of Jab- 
hok, put men, women, and children to the fword, and 
faved nothing but the cattle Og, king of Baflian, at- 

' Vide Eufeb, loc. Hebr. fub Phenon. f Numb. xxi. 1 1. 
PDcut. ii. 8. h Numb. xxi. 17, & feq. tjudg. xi. 13, 

& feq. 

(T) It muftbe remembered, that they encamped at fuch a 
however, that when Mofes rclls convenient dillaace from them, 
us, that they encamped at that they might ealily fend 
Oboth, Jie-Abarira, and other .thither to buy provUions, withr 
cities belonging to the Edom- out giving them the urabragf 
itc8 and Moabites, he muft not of their having any hoHiJc 
he underllood as if he adtualy delign againll them, 
occupied chofe places, but only 

Y4 


Yr, of FI 

?96 

Ante Clir 
1451 


temptin,^ 





tttai frxJt 
^orBaiaam. 


The Jfrael- 
Itff Jt- 
\auchfd by 
\he ’women 
ta idolatry. 


Yr, of FI. 
B96. 

Ante Clir. 
I451' 


Their fe- 
•vsre pu- 
ni/bment. 


fhi Hiftory of iU Jews 

tempting in like manner to obftruft their paflage, under- 
went the fame fate ; as we have already {hewn in the 
hiftory of the Canaanites. 

By this time Balak, king of Moab, near whofe ter- 
ritories the Ifracliteg were encamped, with a defign to 
crofs the river Jordan, in order to enter the Jand of Ca- 
naan, began to look upon them with fuch a jealous eye, 
tliatJie did not think it fufficient to make a ftrong alliance 
with the Midianites and Ammonites, his neighbours, in 
order to flop their progrefs ■, but refoWed, before he com- 
menced hoflilities, to try how far Balaam’s enchantments 
might prevail towards turning the fortune of war. We 
need not repeat what has been faid in the hiflory of 
Moab concerning the ill ^fuccefs of Balak’s projedl, and 
the too fuccefsful advice of Balaam, for debauching th^ 
Ifraelites by the help of fome of their moft beautiful 
women ; which fully anfwered their hopes, as the He- 
brews failed not to give into the fnare, and to make re- 
pentance again neceffary. Balak had ordered his fub- 
jedls to celebrate a grand feaft to Baal-Peor, (generally 
fuppofed to have been the fame with Priapus or Adonis 
in which the moft fhameful kinds of lewdnefs were per- 
petrated), and to invite the Ifraclites to the fellival. 
Thefe were fooii enticed from one crime to another by 
the beautiful w'omen that were fenr among them •, and 
plunging from intoxication into lewdnefs, and from lewd- 
nefs proceeding to idolatry, they became fo enamoured 
with tiiofe fair deluders, that obferving in them a more 
than ordinary forwardnefs to follow them, they made no 
fcruple to bring a great number of them into their camp ; 
fo that the infeiftion foon became univerfjl, and was 
punifhed hy a plague, which carried oft' about tw^enty-foiir 
thoufand of the offenders. As this fevere puniflinicnt 
did not put an effedlual ftop to their difoberiience, God 
commanded Mofes to ere<^ a court of judicature, confift- 
ing of the heads of all the families, and try and hang all 
that had been guilty of this rebellion and idolairy, with- 
out rcfpedl to fricndftiip or kindred (U) 

This 

^Catm,'Difrert. Le Cierc's Coin, in loc. 

(U) We have given thiB* them up in the face of the 
place a different fenfe from fun. The words in the original 
^htrt of our own verfiohs of the are capable of our interpreta- 
Biblc, which m^kes God com- tion, and the reafon of the 
mand Mofes to take all the thiii| naturally fuggefis * 
heads of the people and bang otherwife it would be impodj' 
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This command was accordingly executed, and about 
one thoufand more were put to death. By this time the 
greateft part of the people, having attained a due fenfe q£ 
their fin, and bewailing their folly at the door of their ta- 
bernacle* were furprifed with an inftance of the moft un- 
paralleled prefumption in one of the chiefs of' the tril^ 
of Simeon, named Zimri, who had brought a young Mi- Zimriani 
dianitiih princefs into the camp ; and in fight of Mofes, Cojbi, 
and the whole congregation, was leading her into his 
tent. Phincas, the fon of Eleazar the high-prieft, foi- 
Jowed them clofe with a fpcar in his hand, and, fired with 
holy zeal, at one ftfoke joined their bodies in death, as or/ fevtrg^ 
they were before joined in their tranfgrefli on ; for which 
pious exploit the high-priefthoo^ was confirmed to him 
and his pofterity. Neither did the authors of this de- 
fection efcape unpunilhed : Balaam was killed in a battle, Balaam 
which Ifrael fought againft five kings of Midian, who ^ithjivi 
likewife fell on that day. The conquerors made a ter- 
rible flaughter, putting all to the fword, women and chil- 
dren excepted; plundering and burning their cities, and 
carrying off a confiderable booty, which they brought to 
Mofes and Eleazar; who ordered one fiftieth part of it 
to be diftributed among the priefis, and another fiftieth to 
the Levites. 

In a little time after this defedion, Mofes was ordered rh Ifrad* 
to take an account of all the children of Ifrael that were num- 
able to bear arms, that is, from twenty years old and up- 
wards ; Jofephus fays, from twenty to fifty ; and thefe Yr. of FJ. 
were found to amount to fix hundred and one thoufand *9®* 
feven hundred and thirty, befides the Levites, who being 
numbered from one month and upwards, amounted to 
twenty-three thoufand. This account was taken in the 
plain of Moab, near the river Jordan, over-againft Jericho ; 
and it is fuppofed that the laft punifhment which bcfcl 
the two thoufand four hundred adorers of the Midianitilh 
deity, made a total end of the murmuring generation, 


hie to reconcile the command 
to our ideas ot common juftlcc. 
Jofephus was fo well convinced 
that it could not be palliated 
l^y any arguments, that he has 
chofen to fupprefs it wholly ; 
an argument, that he under- 
wood neither the Hebrew nor 
^Itc Chaldee, elfchc might eafi* 


lyhave fallen upon our fenfe of 
chat command, as the Targum 
of Onkelos, Rabbi Salomon, 
and other Jews have done, as 
well as the learned Fagius, in 
his comment on the place, 
and othen among the Chrif- 
tlant* 


which 
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wfiicfi fiaJ been excluded entering the land ofCannnn, 
becaufc, upon examination', there was not one of them 
found in this new lift which Mofes took of the people, 
except Joftiua and Calebs. The numbering of the people 
was no fooner finiftied, than Mofes received orders to di- 
retf the diftribution of the Promifed Land among the 
tribes by lot; not into equal parts, but in proportion to 
the number of men in each tribe. As for that of Levi, 
it was not to have any inheritance with the reft, being 
otherwife provided for, as we have already fliewn (X). 
Mofij Tom- Immediately after this tranfafiion God commanded 
manded to to afeend Nebo, which is one of the mountains 

that make that Ion r ridge called Abarim, and take a view 
Canaan of the Promifed Land, yvhich he was not permitted to 
/rom Nel'9. enter becaiife he had milbehaved in the defert of Zin ; 

and he was given to imderftand that he Ihould die very 
foon in this mountain. Mofes was nothing furprifed at 
the news of his approaching death, which he only looked 

sNumb. xxvi. 64, 65. 


(X) When this order was 
publifhed, there came five of 
the daughters of Zeloplichad, 
of the tribe of ManalVelj, the 
foil of jedeph, to petition 
Mofes and Eleazar for an in- 
heritance with their father’s 
brethren, that his name might 
nor be loft in Ifrael, feeing he 
had left no fons, but was dead 
in the wildcrnefs ; not for any 
fedition, but had fhared in the 
common fate with the reft. 
Their requeft was approved 
by God, and readily granted 
by Mofes, who allcueu them 
a portion in their kindred’s in- 
heritance accordingly. Thqn 
God enaffed a law, that^ for 
the future, the eftates of thofe 
who died without ifluc male 
fhould be inherited by their 
daughters; and if they had np 
daughters, that then they 
fliould go to the next of the 
male, and that failing, of the 

(1) Numb, xxvii. i, 2, Sc feq. 


female line ( I ). But there be- 
ing ftill fome doubt remaining, 
namely, whether the latter 
might marry out of their tribe, 
that of Manaft'eh came to 
Mofes, and reprel’ented to him 
the inconveniency of fuch 
marriages, feeing thofe heir- 
effes would carry their in- 
heritances into other tribes, 
which might, in procefs ot 
time, caufe a great deal of ctm- 
fufion, and probably lelfeu 
one tribe and enrich another. 
This remonftrance was like- 
wife approved by God, who 
immediately declared, that 
neither thefe daughters of Ze- i 
lophehad, nor any heirelfea 
for the future fhould marry 
out of their tribes, or even out 
of their own family. As for 
the other females, who had 
no inheritance, they were per- 
mitted to marry into what tribe 
they plcafed (2). 

(2) Numb, xxxvi, ad 6 n. 

upon 
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upon as a haven of repofe after a life of the greateft 
trouble and fatigue. Nc ither whs he follcitous to have 
his commiflion tranfmitted to his children, or in the Jea/t 
difpleafed to fee his own fervant appointed his fuccelTor ; 
but finding his end fo near, he made it his chief bufinefs, 
during thefe few remaining days of his life, to fettle Caufej 
things in the belt order he could cftabifli. The firft care JoJbuato 
he took was to have Jofliua confirmed his fuccelTor, in 
the molt public and folemn manner, to prevent any op- 
pofition from his own family after his death. To this 
end he brought him forth, in the fight of all Ifrael, laid 
his hands upon hini, and having prefented him to Elea- 
zar the high-prielt^ and given him all neceflary direifions, 
ill particular that of confulting God upon all emergencies, 
by the urim and thummirn (C), he caufed him to be pro- 
claimed head and general of all Ifrael ^ 

As 

a Numb, xxvii. paflT. 


(C) As for this divine oracle 
of urim and thuminim, which, 
in the original, fignifics light 
and perfedion ,■ and the bep- 
tuagint and Philo render by 
the words and 

^ani frftation and/rtt//>, as hav- 
ing thufe two diilintn: virtues ; 
it was not to be confulted by 
Ijrivate perfons, bui only by 
uie judges, whiifi llrael was 
governed by them, and after- 
wards by the kings, or fuch as 
'vere fent by them ; or, ac- 
cording to the Taliniidifls, by 
the ab-beth-din, Grthehrudof 
Sanhedrim^ and even by the 
general in time of war, as in 
the cafe ot Jofhua, Spencer, 
indeed, thinks, that the head 
cl the nation alone, and he in 
his perfon, was allowed to 
confult the urim; but the 
Contrary feems more probable, 
from David’s confulting the 
Eord by Abiathar, before he 
^^3 fettled upon the throne. 
However that be, this ordi- 
nance of confulting by urim, 
Was not |)erfonnod without 


great ceremony. The lilgh- 
prlcft, drelled in his pontifical 
robes, particularly his breaft- 
plaie, went into the holy 
place, thongh not into the 
holy of holies, tow^ards which 
he w«s only to turn his face 
when he enquired of the Lord. 
But how this divine oracle 
gave its anfwer, whether by 
the unufuaj luftre of the ftones 
in the breaft-plate, when the 
omen W'as favourable, and by 
their dimnefs in the contrary 
cafe, as jofephus, and others 
after him, have imagined ; or 
by virtue of the name rUHN 
written or engraven in or be- 
TW'een the double breafi-plate ; 
or thirdly, by the prominency 
of the letters engraved upon 
the twelve fiones of it, which 
the high-prieft, being then 
infpired, knew how to range fo 
as to give a true anfwer ; or 
laftly, whether God anfwcred 
the high-prieft viva voce, by 
an articulate voice from the 
mercy-feat, where the cheru- 
bim covered the ark of the 
teftimoov. 
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As fomewhat more than a month elapfed between 
Mofes’s receiving the intimation of his approaching death, 
and the day in which he expired, he fpent the heft part 
of that time in making fome farther regulations. Amongd 
other things, he had the pleafure to fee the twelve thou- 
fandmcn, whom he had detached, return from the total 
overthrow of the Midianitcs, loaden with the richefl: fpoil, 
and to order the diftribution of it ; one half of which he 
allotted to the conquerors, and the other to thofe who 
had not gone to the war, referving, as M^e faid before, 
one fiftieth part of each for the priefts and Levites j 
which diftribution feems to have palfed afterwards into 
a law^. What added ftill more to his joy was, that the 
chief captains, upon a ftridl enquiry, had not found one 
man miffing of all that M^ent upon this expedition a cir- 
cumftance, for which they were fo thankful, that they 
prefented to the Lord an offering of the gold rings, brace- 
lets, and ornaments they had taken, amounting to the 
weight of fixteen thoufand feven hundred and fifty Ihekelsj 
all which was depofited by Elcazar in the tabernacle, as a 
monument of their gratitude. It is likewife fuppofecl, 
that, during this interval, he diftributed the land of Si- 
hon and Og to the two tribes and half 

And now, as the IfraelitCvS were on the eve of entering 
the Promifed Land, h^ appointed the limits of the coun- 
try which they were to conquer, and the diftribution of it 
by lot, according to God’s command ; and committed the 
whole care of it to Jofhua and Eleazar the high-prieft, ^t 
the head of the chiefs of every tribe. Some farther direc- 


*1 Vide Numb. xxxi. 30, firfeqq. a MaCcab, viii. 1?. ^ Uftier’s 

Ann. 


teftimony, called, therefore, 
the oracle, we are not able to 
determine. All thefe opinions 
are conje<fture8 equally idle and 
unfatisfajftory. A certain jew- 
ifli rabbi declared, that he was 
on the fa fell fide who roundly 
owned his ignorance of the 
matter. How loo^ the uriin 
and thummim continued is not 
difficult to decide : the Jews, 
in general, agree, that itlafted 
noTonger than the tabernacle. 
We do not meet with one fin- 
g)e ioftaoce of the urim’i being 


confulted, from the building ol 
Solomon’s temple ; on the 
contrary we read, that when 
Hilkiah, the high-prieft, toiind 
the book of ihe law in Joliah’^^ ^ 
reign, and that good king 
not a little perplexed at rbe 
terrible threarenings pronounc 
cd againft the tranfgreifots 
it, he fent to confult the pro- 
phetefs Huldah about it ; ^ 
ftep which he needed not ii> 
have taken, had the urim ffil' 
fubfifted. 

tioni' 
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lions were alfo given concerning the forty-eight cities, 
and their fuburbs, or father diftrifts, which were to be 
allotted to the tribe of Levi ; fix of thefe were to be 
cities of refuge for the manflayer; to which he added a 
permiflion to appoint three more, whenever the enlarge- 
ment of their borders fhould make it neceffary. Wc 
have given an account of them in a former fedion. 

The nearer Mofes drew to his end, the more folicitous 
he was to complete his arduous talk. Accordingly, on 
the fifth day of the eleventh month, anfwering to our 
Saturday, February the 20th, of the fortieth year of the 
exod, the Ifraelites being IHll encamped in the plain of 
Moab, he alfembled the people, and, in a long and pa- 
thetic fpeech, recapitulated to tli^m all that had happened, 
hnee their departure out of Egypt, to that time. He alfo 
gave them to underftand, he had earncftly requefted of 
God that he might be permitted to enter the Promifed 
Land, but that his prayer had not been able to prevail. 

He now direfted Jolhua and the elders to ered a capa- 
cious altar, upon Mount Ebal, of unhewn Hones, covered 
with plaiter, upon which they Ihould write a fair tran- 
Icript of all thefe laws, copies of which he delivered to 
the Levites to keep ; to fet up the bleffings and curfes 
upon Mount Ebal and Mount Gcrizzim, in full fight of 
all Ifrael, fix tribes of which, rmmcly, Reuben, Gad, 
Allicr, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali, fliould Hand upon 
the former, and thofe of Simeon, Levi, Judah, Ifl’achar, 
jofeph, and Benjamin, on the latter; and that the people 
Hiould alternately anfwer Amen to all the bleilings and 
curfes, when they Ihould be fet up and proclaimed ; a 
ceremony which was accordingly performed in the govern- 
ment of Jolhua Finally, that there might be nothing 
Wanting in thefe his laft inftruftions, he preferibed a kind 
of exhortation, to be pronounced aloud at the bead of the 
army, by a prieft appointed for that purpofe, whenever 
they were going to engage their enemies, in order to 
tnfpire the people with an unlhaken truH in God, and 
afiurance of viftory. He ordered, likewife, that procla- 
ttiation fhould be made, at the fame time, by proper olE- 
permitting not only all that had left nc\^ wives, 
boufes, or vineyards unenjoyed, but even all fuch as were 
afraid of the battle, to return home. J^inally, he inftrudt- 

them in what manner they Ihould behave towards thofe 
*^*tics that accepted of their proflered peace, and to thofe 

^ xivii. 5, & feq, xxxi, 9. « Jofli, viii. 33, & feq- 
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by which it was rejcfted ^ Thefe difpofitions being made< 
he foon after aflembled the whole nation, men, womeni 
and children, that they might renew the covenant which 
their fathers had made wiih God in Horeb ; and, as he 
enforced the obfervance of it by the mod engaging mo- 
tives, fo did he, at the fame time, endeavour to deter 
them from the breach of it, by fuch menaces, as proved 
no lefs than prophetical of thofe miferies they underwent 
in the fequel for their difobedlcnce Having caufed 
this covenant to be ratified by the whole affembly, he 
commanded the Levites to dcpofit a copy of it, which he 
delivered to them, in the ark, and concluded with calling 
heaven and earth to witnefs for the truth of what they 
had heard from him, for^thc reafonablenefs of thofe laws 
which God bad given them, and for the certainty of thofe 
bleflings or curfes which would infallibly follow their 
obedience or apoftacy. Hov/ever, to fix thefe important 
truths more ftrongly in their minds, he compofed a pfalm 
or canticle, in which they are exprefled. This being read 
before all the people, he delivered it to Jofhua, to be 
learned by heart by them and their pofterity 

The lecture of it being ended, Mofes delivered a du- 
plicate of the laws to be preferved in the ark, with an 
order, that this latter ftiould be publicly read, before 
the whole alTembly, atrthe feafl of the tabernacles, every 
fabbatic or feventh year. 

And now his talk being at an end, he had nothing left 
to do but to gather the tribes about him, and to pronounce 
his prophetic blelTing. 

This being finifliedj he went up, in the fight of all 
IfracJ, to Mount Nebo, from the fummit of which he 
beheld all the land which God had promifed to Abra- 
ham's pofterity. Jofephus adds that he was accom- 
panied by Jolhua, Eleazar, and the feventy, to the Mount*, 
and that, whilft the two laft were taking their ferrowful 
farewel of him, a cloud conveyed him away to a certain 
valley; but the text.fecms rather to intimate, that he 
went up alone ; be that as it will, the author of this laft 
chapter, whoever he was, affures us, that he died imme- 
diately after, and that the Lord conveyed him into a val- 
ley in the land of Moab, over-againft Beth-Peor, and 
there buried him in,^ fo private a place, that his fcpulchre 

fDcut. xk! per tot. f Dcut. xxix. palT. Dcut. xmx* 

& xxxii xxxii. ad ver. 45. * Ant. lib. ivi c»p, 8. 
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was not known at the time of his waiting (D). His 
death happened on the firft day (according to Jofephus 
and archbifhop Uflier 'j or on the feventh, according to 
the generality of the latter Jews™) of the twelfth month, 
which is called Adar, and in the hundred and twentieth 
of his age, the lafh forty of which he had fpent in the 
government of the Ifraelites. The people mourned for 
him one whole month, according to the cuftom of the 
nation for the death of any eminent perfon ; after which 
Jolhua entered into his office, and foon after into the land 
of Canaan, as fhall be ffiewn in the next fettion (E). 

Before we difmifs this fetlion, it will be expciSled that 
we flioiilii give fome account of the order and manner of 
encamping of the Ifraelites in the wilderncfs, becaufe if 
is not only curious but ufeful, in order to underhand 
feverul places of .Scripture that allude to it, both in the 
Old and New Tefhament. 

The text tells us, that they were to pitch their tents, 
every man by his own camp, tribe, and handard, through- 
out the whole hoft : that the tribe of Levi was to encamp 
round the tabernacle, and have the charge and cultody 

^ Deur. xxxiv. 6. > Ant. &: An ubi fiipra. m Vide 

StdarHolnm Rab. cap. x. Maimon. Pi afar, ad Mifnalolh, &c. 


(D) Nothing is plainer from 
the text, than thar Mofes did 
really die and was buried ; but 
fome wife Jews and Chrihians 
believe he was tranllared into 
heaven, St, Jude mentions 
a conted which the archangel 
Michjttl had with the devil 
about his body. This circum- 
ftance feems, in all probability, 
to be quoted by the apodlc 
from an apocryphal book, in- 
tituled Dcf* 

the AjTumption of 
ffiing like wffiich we find in 
fome Jewifh writings. Other 
Tabbies, though they believe 
*hat he was fo far dead, as that 
there was a reparation of foul 
and body, yet deny his dying 
a common death, becaufe he is 
fi*id to have died “ according 
^0 the w'ord of the Lord ” but 

VoL. II. 


in ’the literal fenfe, upon 
the mouth of the Lord frojn 
which ex predion they con- 
clude, that Mofes, having 
begged ot God not to deliver 
up his foul to the nngcl of 
death, breathed it our in a kifs, 
which the Lord was pleafcd to 
give him. As to hia wrirings, 
hcfidcs the Pentateuch, which 
is generally received by Jews 
and Chridinns as penned by 
him, iheie have been fome 
other works attributed to him, 
though without any cettainty. 

(E) In the mean time it 
may be proper to obferve, that 
the ceremony ot circumcifioii 
was difconlinued during the 
whole time that the Ifraelites 
abode in the wildernefs, an 
omiilion for which no proper 
rcafon can be well alfigned. 


of 
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pf it*.** This area compofed not a pcrfeiSl fquarc, becaufe 
the tabernacle and its court were oblong, much lefs a cir- 
cle, as fomc have fancied it, from the words round about 
ialccn too Hrcrally, but an oblong-fquare, in the center ol 
which was the tabernacle and its court, in length a hun- 
dred, and in breadth fifty cubits™. Parallel to each ol 
the four fides of it, and at a proper diftance between it 
and the other tribes, was that of Levi ; along the eaft end 
was Eleazar the high-prieft, with the relt of the family of 
Aaron at the head of the four clafles of Levites. As for 
Mofes’ pavilion, all that he has told us of it, is only that 
it flood on the fame fide with thofe of Aaron’s children"; 
jhoiigh we may reafonably fuppofe, that it was in the moft 
honourable place of the whf'le camp, as he was their chief 
and law^-giver, and neareft the tabernacle, to w'hich he 
was obliged to repair upon all emergencies. On the weft 
fide were the Gerlhonites under Eliafaph the fon of Lael, 
in number feven thqufand five hundred". The Koha- 
thites, under Elizaphan, the fon of Uficl, in number 
eight thoufand fix hundred: and laflly, the Merarites, 
under Zuriel, the fon of Abihail, in number fix thoufand 
two hundred ; and thefe two lafl encamped along the fouth 
and north fides. All thefe together made an army of 
twenty-two thoufand three hundred. Each of thefe had 
their particular functions and charges allotted to them, 
both ars to the worfhlp of God and the cuftody of the 
tabernacle, with all its apparatus p. 

As the tribe of 1 evi conflituted four fmall bodies on 
each fide the tabernacle ; fo did the other tw^elve make 
four large camps parallel to them, each body confilting of 
thiec tribes. That of Judah, whether becaufe it was the 
pioft confiderable, mufteriiig feventy-four thoufand fix 
hundred fighting men, or in confideration of the feeptre, 
BF the Meffiah, promifed to it, held the poll of honour, 
and encamped on the cad fide behind the priefts, at the 
head of tw^o other tribes ; namely, that of Iflachar, con- 
lifting of fifty-four thoufand four hundred, and that of 
Zcbulun of fifiy-fcveri thoufand four hundred men ; fo 
that this body amounted to one hundred eighty-fix thou- 
r;jind four l^und red fighting men : but whether he cn- 
c;ampcdonthe right hand of the other two tribes, as the 
Jews thinki or, which is more probable, feeing he was, 

,1 Numb^ i« & feq. ii- if & fcq. "» Exod. xx?U. i** 

I Nurnh. iih " Ibid, i4« r Numb. iv. per tol- 

I Ibi^. u. 

a9 
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aa it were, their head and general, in the cefttre bet^^Ixt 
them, is neither certain nor material j the fame may b&faid 
atfp of the heads of the other three bodies- 

Reuben was at the head of the next body, and his camp 
oil the fouth fide ; bis tribe conlided of forty-fix thoufand 
five hundred men ; and Simeon with fifty-nine thoufand 
three hundred j and Gad with forty-five thoufand fix hun- 
dred and fifty, marched under his banner; this divifion con- 
fifted of one hundred fifty-one thoufand four hundred 
and fifty. 

The next was Ephraim at the head of forty thoufand 
five hundred of his own tribe, under whom Manafleh led 
thirty-two thoufand two hundred, and Benjamin thirty- 
five thoufand four hundred, in all one hundred and eight 
thoufand one hundred ; thefe cnciPmped on the weft fide. 

The laft: was the tribe of Dan, amounting to fixty-two 
thoufand feven hundred, with that of Alher, confifting 
of forty one thoufand five hundred, and Naphtali of fif- 
tv-three thoufand four hundred ; in all one hundred fifty- 
feven thoufand five hundred and fifty, and thefe were on 
the north fide of the tabernacle. Thus the Ifraelitifti hoft; 
amounted to fix hundred and three thoufand five hundred 
and fifty fighting men, exclufive of the Levites. To which 
if we add the old men above fixty, and the young men 
under twenty, their wives, daughters, fervants, flaves, 
and ilrangers, which amounted to fittle Icfs than three 
millions, their vaft number of cattle, waggons, and other 
lumber, the leall fpace that can be aLlowed for fucb a 
prodigious camp mult be twenty miles, though we fup- 
pofe the fpaccs between each tribe to have been much 
lefs than the Jewifli dotlors affirm (N). 

Thefe four large divifions had each their general ftand^ 
ard, to which their own and the other tribes were to re- 
pair ; under thefe were twelve more, one to cvciy tribe 5 
and under thefe again were thofe of all the heads of fa- 
milies, amounting to fifty-feven, according to Mofes’s 
own account What the colours, emblems, and de- 
vices of thefe enfigns were, neither Mofcs nor anf ift- 
fpired writer has recorded. 

^ Numb, iu & xxvi. pa^* 

(N) This prodirious army vine Majefty jfithc next the 
h by the ancient Jews called camp of Lcvi,t 0 ^ ** l^le holt 
threefold, whereof the taber- of the Lord,- 
nacle, with'^^itB precindl, is the camo (tf tho 

called “the camp of the di- great hoft. ^ 

Voi. n. * z thw 
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They had likewile a feparate camp for lepers, for thole 
who had running fores, or any infirmities of that nature, 
or had defiled themfelves by touching a dead body,'^and 
the like •, all thefc were excluded from the great encamp- 
ment. 

With refpe£l to the order of their decamping, march- 
ing, and engaging in battle, as they arc more particularly 
deferibed by Mofes, we fhall content ourfelvcs with men- 
tioning the principal heads relating to each, and removing 
fome mw ditEcuIties that occur ; and refer our readers, for 
a more circumftantial detail, to the text itfelf, and to 
thofe who have treated of them more at large ^ 

In their decamping, whilft in the wildernefs, the firll 
thing they were to obferve, w^asthe fignal from the mira- 
culous pillar, of which ‘we have already fpoken ■, which 
Mofes immediately took care to communicate throughout 
the camp, by means of two filver trumpets. Thcfe were 
alfo ufed for other fignals, fiich as calling the elders to the 
tabernacle, proclaiming anniverfary feftivals, and the 
like; and thefe were dillerently founded, according to the 
fignal they were to give. As foon, therefore, as the firfl: 
fignal was given for marching, every tribe began to pre- 
pare ; and this preparation took up fome confiderablc 
time, efpccially with refpeft to the priells and Levites, 
who had the tabernacle with all its utenfils, to take 
down, cover and pack up ; part of which was fet upon 
waggons made for that purpofe, and part carried upon 
men’s Ihoulders. * The Levites having got every thing 
ready for the march, the fecond fignal was given ; tlieii 
all that bore arms repaired to their feveral ftandards, 
whilft the invalids, women, children, and carriages, al- 
fembled in the rear. Upon the neat fignal, the tribe of 
Judah, at the head of the other two that belonged to his 
camp, began to march ; and thefe were followed, accord- 
ing to the moft general opinion, by the Gerfhonites and 
Mcrarites, who guarded the waggons loaded with the 
boards, pillars, &c. belonging to the tabernacle. Upon 
the next fignal, Reuben, and his two tribes, began to 
move; after whom proceeded the Kohathites, bearing 
the ark, altar, table, and other utenfils upon their flioul- 
ders j fo that by the time thefe were at their joumey'a 
end, the Gerfhonites and Mcrarites had fet up the taber- 
nacle, a^ld got all things ready for their reception. The 
ark, and its bearers, were guarded by the tribes of Ephra- 


im » 


Bafnage, ubi fupra, chap. 19. 
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im, Benjumin, and Manafleh. Laft of all came the tribes 
of Dan, After, and Napht.ili, cfcorting the invalids, 
thaTMione might be left behind. For which reafun this 
body is called the rear-ward, or as our margins more pro- 
perly name it, “ the gathering hoft ^ (O).” 

Concerning their order of battle and method of fight- 
ing, we have nothing certain but M^hat has been occafion- 
aJly mentioned before. One prieft was anointed to be 
confulted by urim, inftead of the high-pricll, who iiercr 
went to the wars ; the amercol, or exhorting prieft, is 
thought to be the fame with the former by fome authors 
and his fpecch (at lead the fubftance of it) has been pre- 
ferved to us by the ancient Jews (P), All that wc can fay 


t Jo/h vi. 9. Vide Munft- in locv Goodwin ‘3 Mof. k Aaron, 
lib. vi. cap. 4. art. 3. Sec alfo Numb, x, 11, k feqq, « Calmet 
k hafnage, ubi fupra. 


(O) However, it is plain, 
that this order was not always 
obl'erved ; for, lirft, as to the 
ark, there arc fome places 
where It is faid to have gone 
before, upon fome emergen- 
cies ( I ) ; and with refpeft to the 
whole body, thodgh they kept 
this order of marching in co- 
lumns, as often as the lands 
through which they paiTed, 
would permit; yet when they 
croffed mountains, they were 
otten forced to make their way, 
fome over heights, and other 
didicult ground, preferving 
flill the heft order they could 
for their own fafeiy. All that 
can be added upon thi« fubjeff 
is, that when the ark was tak- 
ing up for the march, Mofes 
ufed to fay, “ Arife, O Lord, 
and let thine enemies be feat- 
tcred; and, let them tbathatc 
<hec flee before thee.’* And 
when the prielb fet it down, 
he laid, “ Return, O Lord, 
unto the many thouiaads of If- 


rael(2),” Thefe words are Hill 
ufed by the Jews, when tl>ey 
fetch the roll of the Jaw out of 
its repofitory, and when they 
carry it thither again. 

(P) Among other renvark- 
able exprclfions in this fpeech 
were thofc that follow ; ‘ ' Hear, 
O Ifracl, — you are now going 
to engage, not againJl: your 
brethren, not one tribe againft 
another, by whom if you 
chanced to be taken, you 
might cxpcfl hj be ufed with 
mercy ; — but againll your ene- 
mies, into whole hands if it 
be your misfonunc to fall, you 
mull expeft no ejuarter let 
not your courage fail you ; let 
not the neighing of their 
horfes, the brightnefs of their 
fpears, the clattering of their 
Ihields, or the found of their 
trumpets dilheartenyou.— God 
is in the raidll of you;— your 
foes come againll you an 
arm of flelh, but you trull in 
the firength of the Almighty.’* 


(1) See Numb, K. 33. Jolh.iii. 6* (>) Numb. X' 35* 3^* 
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Thttr HAM- i^wthtr on this heafd with any certainty, is, that as foon a* 
mr9f 9n- the trumpets had given thengnal for the engagement, the 
combatants raifed a- great Ihout, and fell immediately flpou 
thcir encmics 6, 


SECT. VII. 


nyiory of the Jews under JoJhua. 7he Conquejl 
and Partition of the Land of Canaan. 

Vr. of Fl, Ifraelitllh camp continued at Shittim, near the 

« 97 * * Jordan, in fight of the land of Canaan, during the 

Ante Chr. days of mourning for Mofes ; and the people were only 
*45'* Waiting for the fignal tOtpafs that river, when their new 
general received frefli and repeated promifes of the divine 
afiiftance in the conqueft of the Promifed Land 
^wojpiii Jdis firfl care was, to make choice of two proper per- 
finttojf- fons to go privily to the land of Jericho, and examine 
ricAo I what condition thtir cities and people were in. Thcfe 
fpies having croffTed the Jordan, went and lodged at the 
€o»t€aleJ houfe of an innkeeper called Rahab (QJj where they had 
Rahab. not been long, before a flri£l fearcb was made after them^ 
^by order of the alarmed king of Jericho. Their fe*.ir, how- 
ever, was foon difpelled by theit hoftefs, who font away 
the fearchers, by telling them out of her window, that 
two ftrangers had indeed icfreftied themfelves at her 
houfe, but that they were gone, and might be eafily over- 
taken, if clbfely purfued. Their backs w'ere no 1‘ooner 
turned, than flie went to the two fpies, to whom the 
freely owned the panic dread that had Icized not only 
that city, but all the land of Canaan, at the news of 
what the God of Ifrael had done in favour of their na- 
tion, both at the Red Sea, and againft thofc kingdoms, 
which they had fo lately conquered. lSIic faid for her 
own part, ocing fully perfuaded, that he was the only 
true God^ againft whofe decrees all oppofition would be 
vain and dangerous, fhc was now ready to fave them from 


f VidACuR. &<3oodmD, ubi fupFa. 


^ Jolh. i. per tat. 


, hav6 y^ured to 

give Rihab a more 4vound)le 
^peUativd than moji verfions 
have done, whonu^noferu- 
ple to caller a harlot, though 
It il plain, that the wordzonah 


figa\&t9 an innhefer^ as vv^ll as 
a harlot ; fbr it is derived from 
the root zon, which fignifics 
h give fiodt. and ia the femi- 
nine participle ai5live of that 
verb* 


their 
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llicir imminent danger, upon condition they woukl fweat 
tojj^ve her and her family, M^hcn they became mailers of 
the city. The two fpics, who in the condition they were 
in, would have purqhafed their fafety upon much harder 
terms, gave her all the defired alTurancc, that not only 
Ihe and her family, but all that were found in her houfe 
at the taking of the city, Ihould be exempted from the 
common ruin. She therefore kept them concealed dur- 
ing the remaining part of the time under fomc hempen 
Hacks, and about midnight let them down by a rope 
out of one of her back windows, which was contiguous 
to the city wall, after Ihc had charged them to keep them- 
felves concealed in feme clilF of the neighbouring moun* 
tains for two or three days, till, their purfuers lliould be 
returned home. Before they took their leave, they agreed, 
that Ihe ftiould hang a fcarlet line out of her window as a 
fignal to them, and a fafeguard to her houfe. The rifle 
they had run put a Hop to their farther progrefs 5 and 
what they had learned at Jericho, made it as ncedlcfs as 
dangerous ; fo that they returned to their camp on the 
third day, where they related to Jolhua all that had hap- 
pened to them in their excurfion. 

The confternation which, they told him, had over- 
fpread the whole land, was univerfally looked upon as a 
fare omen of their future fuccefs. . Jolhua failed not to 
improve it, by alTuring them, that it was God himfelf 
who had ftruck theirenemics with fuch a terror; and that 
they had now nothing to do, but to fight valiantly under 
his banner and prote45lion. He then reminded the two 
tribes and a half of their former promife of aflifting their 
brethren in the conqueft of the land. But as thofe tribes 
compofed an army of a hundred thoufand fighting men, 
Jolhua contented himfelf with Icfs than one half, and left 
the reft to defend their new pofleffions and families. He 
then caufed it to be proclaimed through the camp, that 
they Ihouid pafs the Jordan within three Hays ; during 
which time they Ihould make provifiOn of victuals, feeing 
the manna was to ccafe as Ibon as they had fet foot on 
the other Ihore. Thclc precautions being takettf^he gave 
the fignal for marching from Shittim to the neighbour- 
ing banks of that river, where, as foon as they were en- 
camped, he fent and communicated td^'Cvcry tnbe*thc or- 
der to be obfcrvcd in this folcmn march* The priefts 
bearing the ark were to begin the pVocelfion ; and as foon 
as their fpet, touching the water, had opened a miracu- 
lous w ay to them, each tribe was to fpUow in the fame 
Z 3 
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order as they had obferved in all their marches, keeping 
however the awful diftance preferibed of two thoufand 
cubits, from that facred fymbol of the divine prclcnce, 
whilft thofe that bore it were to continue in the middle of 
the river, till the whole hoft of Ifracl fhould have reached 
ihe other fide. 

To, infpire the people with a ftill greater regard for this 
wonderful paffage, they were commanded to fan£fify 
themfelves, as had been formerly done upon fuch folemn 
OCcafionSi and Joftiua charged every tribe to fend a man 
to him to be ready to execute fuch orders as he fliould give 
them on the morrow. At the dawn, the priefts began 
their march towards the river, and the people made them- 
felves ready to follow them in two columns, one above, 
W%€kdi> ind the other below the ark. As foon, therefore, as the 
nndis iiftlf priefta that bare the ark had touched the extremity of the 
U»pin a ftream, God, who had promifed to fignalize their new 
^paffagt, general here, in as miraculous a manner as he had diftin- 
guifhed their old leader at the Red Sea, caufed the wa- 
ters of the river from above to retire, and rife up in heaps 
far beyond the city of Adam, which is by that of Zaretan, 
w^hilft thofe below, continuing their enurfe towards the 
Sea of the Plain, otherwife called the Salt or Dead *Sea, 
opened a palTage of about fixteen or eighteen miles to the 
Ifraelites, till they had all fafely paiTed. 

During all the time of their palling, the priefts remained 
with the ark in the midft of the river, and waited only for 
Jofhua’s orders when to come out, and join the reft of the 
camp. But Jolhua, whq defigned to perpetuate the me- 
mentj of it mory of this wonderful tranfaftion, commanded them to 
rtM-fd up. ftand, till he had made thofe twelve men, whom he had 
direded to wait about him, take twelve large ftones, one 
for each tribe, and lay them on one heap in the place 
where the ark flood, fo that they might be feen afterwards 
from each Ihore, when the waters of the river were 
abated. At the fame time, he directed them to take up 
twelve other ftones from the bottom of the river, and to 
crc(Ji a monument with them on the bank. This work 
being performed, the priefts had orders to march with the 
aik, and leave the waters td refumc their ufual courfe. 
From this place, Jolhua commanded the van-guard, which 
eonlifted of the forty thoufand men of the tribes of Reuben, 
Gad, and half ManaiTeh, to march towards the plains of 
Jericho | thefc ■u'erc foon followed by ihc reft of the army^ 
and cncaiDpcd at GilgaJ, about ieven or eight miles 

fro^n 



from their Egyptian 

from Jordan, and about three or four from the City of 
Jericho •*. 

Tn the mean time, the feaft of th^ Paflbver drew nigh, 
unto which no uncircumcifed perfon was to be admitted, 
under, the fevereft penalties-, and yet that ceremony had 
been intermitted during their forty years wandering, as 
has been lately hinted ; it was therefore necclfary, be- Cireumn- 
fore all things, that it fhould be renewed out of Land : 
wherefore, Joftiua was commanded to fee it immediately 
performed ; and God, highly pleafed with their obedi- 
ence, told them, that he had now removed, or rolled 
away from them the reproach of Egypt ; that is, that be 
no longer looked upon them as uncircumcifed Egyptians, 
but as his own people -, in memory of which tranfa^lion, 
the place was called Gilgal, or rolling. 

It M'as happy for them that they enjoyed the immediate 
and miraculous proteftion of heaven, otherwife this ope- 
ration performed on their whole hod, would have difabled 
them for fome time from ufing their arms in their own 
defence, confequently rendered them an eafy prey to their 
enemies. The Ifraelites being thus qualified, were per- 
mitted to keep the feafl of the Paflbver. 

In this place it was, that God, or his angel appeared GoJap- 
to Jofhua in the fhape of a warrior, ftanding at fome dif- piarji§ 
tance from him with a drawn fword. Jofhua being fur- 
prifed to fee a man ftand fo near him in that hoftilc pof- 
ture, afked him, whether he was for or againd Ifracl ? 

Upon his aiifwering, that he was the captain of the Lord’s 
hod, the other fell down at his feet, and worftiippcd him, 
and in the humbled terms exprefled his rcadinefs to receive 
his commands The Lord was pleafed to dire^ the 
wonderful manner in which he would have Jericho be- 
ficged, that the red of the Canaanites might be made fen- 
fible, that it was not an arm of flefh that fought againfl 
them. 

We have already given fome account of the Cege and 
reduction of this place in the hidory of Canaan. All 
that needs be added here, is, that the city, into which 
great numbers out of the neighbouring villages had re- 
tired, fome to defend it, and others to favc thcmfeivcs, 
had been clofely (hut up by order of the king, who com- 
manded there in perfon \ and that on the feventh day, 

b Jof. iv. It, I], ^ Grot, Le Clerc. ie il Joih. v. 

per lot. 

Z4 


wbl^ 



’m 

The man- 
mro/tak- 
mgymcho* 


Rakab and 
k$r family 
fan/9d. 

Yt, of FI. 
897. 

Ante Chr. 
MSI. 


is mar- 
rud to Sal- 

mm* 


^he Htjlory of the Jews 

which wat the fabbath. the circumveflion of the ark was 

repeated fcvcn times, with the ufual foltmnity 5 the pj^fts 
founding with the rams-horns, and the fame guard of 
armed men marching before and after it, as on the firft 
fix days. As foon as the feventh circuit was performed, 
the found of the trumpets was accompanied with an uni- 
verfal fliout of all the befiegers ; and this was followed 
by the fall of the city-wall, opening a way into it, at 
which every man mounted the breach that was neareft. 
Their firft care was to convey Rahab and all her family 
out of the c^y. Thefe were no fooner fafely withdrawn, 
than the Ifraelites maflacred all the men, women, chil- 
dren, and cattle that were found in it ; after which 
flaughter, hiving feized^upon all the gold, filver, brafs, 
and other bafer metals, and depofited them in the trea- 
fury, they fet the place on fire, and levelled it to the ground. 
Jofiiua added a prophetic curfc on the man that ftiould after- 
wards attempt to rebuild it, importing, that he fhould lay 
the foundation of it in his firft-born, and fet up its gates 
in his youngeft fon \ by which expreflion the Jews under- 
ftand, that all his children fhould die an untimely death 
before he had fiiiiftied the work. This curfe, it feems, 
was literally fulfilled about five hundred and fifty years 
after, by Hiel, the Bethelite, who laid the foundation of 
it in his eldcft fon Ahiram, and fet up its gates in his 
youngeft fon, 8cgub®(C). Such was the fatal end of Je- 
richo, which Mofes chofe to call by the name of the City 
of Palm-trees ^ on accountof the great number of them that 
grew in the adjacent plains. Jofephus adds, that the tree, 
from which flowed the beft balm of Gilead, grew in its 
neighbourhood s, from whofe fragrancy it is fuppofed lo 
have been named Jericho, which in the original, fignifies 
odour. As for Rahab and her family, they had a place 
ailigned them out of the Ifraelitifh camp j and fhe was 
foon after incorporated into their commonwealth, by her 
embracing the Jewifh religion, and her marriage, to Sal- 
man, head of the tribe of Judah. 

** Jofti. #i. per tot. • 1 Kings iwi. ver. ulr. f Deut. 
xxxiv. 3, g Jofeph. de Bell. lib. v. cap. 4. 

(C) In this interval, how- Jericho in David’s days (2). So 
ever, beevyixt Jofhua and Hiel, that one would be apt to think 
we rt^d ot the City of Palm- there was a iniftake fomewhere 
trees in £glon*i timef t}, and of in the hillory. 

(1) Judg. lii. 13. (»■) a SaiD. x. 45. 

In 
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fi-om their Egyptian Bondage, tjft. 

In the mean time Joftiua, confidering the time that 
ihft^paking and dividing of future conquefts would take, 
during which his numerous army muft be fupplicd with 
provilions, chofc^to make that fruitful plain his head 
quarters, from whence he might conftantly fend detach- 
ments to invade other territories, till they had fo far en- 
larged their own, as to admit of a diftribution among the 
tribes which were not fettled till fix years after this event 
He began with fending a detachment of three thoufand TAtJ/raif^ 
men againd the king of Ai, whofe capital was about ten ncsrtpuljii 
or twelve miles diftant from Jericho, where ^ey received ^ 
an unexpefted repulfe. This fmall check fo damped the 
people’s courage, that Jofhua was forced to have recourfe 
to God, who immediately anfwej'edby urim, that a facri- 
lege had been commicted, and ordered him to difeover 
the guilty perfon by lot (D), and puniih him with 
immediate death. Jofliua loft no time, and having caft 
lots from the tribes to the families, Achan the fon of 
Carmi, of the tribe of Judah, was found to be the guilty 
perfon, who,i&t the general’s requeft, confefl'ed, that he 
had concealed fome of the accurfed plunder of Jericho. 

His crime was no fooner verified by the fearch that was Achan't 
made in his tent, than he and all he had were conveyed enmt 
to the adjacent valley, which was fromf that time called 
the Valley of Achor, or trouble, and there ftoned to 
death ; after which execution, they reared up a heap of 
ftones for a monument of his crime 

e Jolh. vii. per tot. 

(D) How ihcfc lots were family, &c. However that be, 
call, is neither clear from the lawfulnefs of this way ot 
Scripture, nor explained by calling lots cannot be denied, 
commentators, though we have feeing it was not only coiiiuc- 
a great many inflances of their nanced, if not preferibed, by 
being made ufe of by the Jews, God, but afterwards praiftifed 
35 well as others. Jofephusff) by the apoftlcs (/); though the 
only fays, that it was done be- hcathcnifli fuperfthioh, which 
fore the high-priell and fc- fince mixed itfelf with it, and 
venty elders. Other Jews add, tht vile purpofes to which it 
that they were made to pafs* was put, hath made it exceed- 
bcforc the ark, and that the ing dangerous, if not altogc- 
hi^h priefi was dtreded by the thcr criminal, 
unm to pitch upon the tribe, 


(a) ABi i. ver. ult. 

The 


|i) Vide Jof. Antiq. lib. v. cap. i. 
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CoMew The army being thus purged, they had much better 
^mnutrtd fuccefs, not only in their next expedition agaiiift Ai, but 
f»/xjears, jjfQ againft the whole land, the conqueft of whicn was 
{though not perfectly) linifhed in fix years. But as we 
have given an account of it in a former part, we (liall 
only mention two miraculous tranfadfions which happened 
^ki fun at this time i namely, the flopping the courfe of the fun 
Jo^ua, and the remarkable rain of hail-ftones that did 
fuch terrible execution ^on the confederate army of the 
Canaanites, both whicHUvents happened on the fame day. 
Many, otherwife learned men, among the Chriflians, 
have fcruple?! to fall in with the Copernican fyflem, upon 
a notion, that it is dirccUy contrary to fcveral exprefs 
teflimonies of holy writ, amongfl which this of the fun 
and moon ftanding ftill is [flrenuoufly urged by themj 
whilft others, from a contrary principle, have been in- 
duced to queflion the authority of the Bible, becaufc it fa- 
voured fo abfurd a fyflem as that of Ptolemy is now ge- 
nerally allowed and proved to be. Alphonfo, king of 
Naples, faid, that if the fyflem of the earth’s flaiiding 
ftill were true, the whole univerfe was but a bungling 
piece of mechanifm^ {E) ” 

As the cafe is .undoubtedly miraculous, there is no- 
thing farther to be faid j however, a great number of 
authors, both Jews and Chriftians, have ranfacked their 
brains to find out more fatisfadliory folutions, though with 
fo little circumfpedfion and fuccefs, that they have mul- 
tiplied the difficulties, which they endeavoured to re- 
move *. 

Tktrmu^ The fhower of ftones hath likewife proved a flumbling- 
fmtsihat block to many fcrupulous enquirers. The text exprefsly 
fiUupMihi declares that “ the Lord caufed great ftones to fall, or to 
Cttft upon them, and many more died fey the abne ha- 
barad, ihe hail-Jiortgs, than by the fword.*’ This lafl ex- 
preffion hath induced the Septuagint, and after them, 
Jofephus, and the author of Ecclefiaflicus, to believe 

^ Bacon's Apophthegms. i Vide Chald. Paraph. R. Levi 

Bcn.Gerih. & al. Munit. in loc. Calmet. DilTcrt. Jof. & Dav. 
Kimchi. JViaimODid. More Nevoch. partii. cap. 39. Grot. Tract. 
Theolog. Politic, cap. 2 , Feirer. Frsadamit, lib. iv. cap. 6. Lc 
Clerc poft Maimon. 

(E) The words literally run Ion and in the next verfe 
thuv; ** Sun, be thou filent it is faid, that they flood 
in, or upon Gvbeon, and thou ftill accordingly, 
moon in the Valley of Aja- 



from their Egyptian Boniage^ Esfr, 

jt was real hail, of more than ordinary fizc, in which 
th^ is nothing but what is agreeable enough to the ge- 
nius of the tongue. But on the other hand, it is certam, 
that it is fo far from being the obvious meaning, that the 
ivord hail feems rather to be ufed here to exprefs the vaft 
quantity, prodigious fore vehemence, and execution of 
thofc Hones which then fell ; and the expreflion of fly- 
ing and falling as thick as hail,"’ is not only common ip 
all the ancient, but is like wife stained in moil modem 
languages ; for which reafon, Weral learned men have 
underitood it of a miraculous fhowerof real Hones, as be- 
ing the moH eafy and natural meaning of the text. 

We return now to JoHiua, whom Providence had by 
this time fo far fignalized, not^nly by the two miracles 
hH mentioned, but by the paHage of the Jordan, and the 
deHruftion of Jericho, that the terror of his arms, foonbe^ 
came fo formidable to all the Canaanites, that great part 
of them abandoned their country, and fled, fome into 
Afia, others into Africa, to avoid the confequence of his 
vengeance (F). All thefc circumHances greatly facilitated 
the conqueH of the country, which was, in fome meafurt, 
completed in lefs than feven years, and divided among the The land 
tribes by lot, in the manner we have Hiewn in the geogra- 
phy of PaleHine. Caleb, the fon of Jephunneh, was irti- ^ 

mediately put in poflfcHion of the mountainous parts of 
Judah, and of Hebron, which had been afligned to him 
by God : then the tribe of Judah, of which he was chief, 
that of Ephraim, and the other half tribe of Manafleh, had 
likewife ihcir feveral aflignments. Jolhua having fent pro- 
per perfons to furvey the land, and to bring him an ac- 
count of it, whilH he and the reft of the tribtfS were af- 
fembled at Shiloh ; he divided to each their portion, ac- 
cording to their refpe£live lots ; then he had the territory 
of Timnath-Serah, in the mountains of Ephraim, allotted 


, (F) This fa£l the learned 
Bochart hath taken great pains 
to prove ; though Shuckford 
feems not , altogether fo Wfell 
fatisfied with his arguments. 
We have apt room to enter 
into the merit of the contro- 
verfy ; but if there be any 
truth in the infeription, which 
Procopius, who lived in the 
reign of the emperor Jufllnian, 


tells UB was engraved on fome 
pillars, near the place where 
Tanker now Hands, importing 
that thofe who fet them op 
were the fugitives from the 
face of that gr^t robber Jo- 
fliua, the fon of Nun, be of 
any weight, there will be no 
doubt made, that great multi- 
tudes fled from the conquering 
fword of the Hebrew general. 
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lorliis wn inheritance by the whole peojile ; and there 
h^ hiiilt the city of that name, and made it his chi^re- 
iforing the remainder of his life. 

1^19 next care waft to appoint three cities of refuge on 
this fide Jordan •, and thofe likewife which were to be al- 
lotted to the prielts and Levites, in number forty-fix, 
which we have akeady fpoken of elfewhere. As for the 
altar, fet up on Mount Ebal ; the bleflings and cuifes on 
that, and Mount Gerizgipi ; together with an epitome of 
the Mofaic law'^ j all ®fe matters had been tranfaifted 
ibon after the deftruftion of Jericho and Ai, and before 
hU victory over the Canaankes. Soon after this event, 
he hiade tirat treaty with the Gibeonites, by which they 
faVed themfelves from the common deftru£rion. He had 
now nothing to do, but to difmifs the two tribes and a 
half, which had been fcated on the other fide the Jordan. 
Having accompanied and aflifted their brethren in the 
conquell of Canaan, they now begged leave to return 
to their families. Jofhua readily complied with their re- 
quefl, and caufed them to be honourably difmifled by 
Ac heads of the tribes ; but in their return homeward, 
b^ore they landed on the other fide the Jordan, they re- 
folmi to ere^ an altar of a prodigious fize upon the bor- 
der of that river, in order to perpetuate the memory of 
Ac relation they bore to the other .tribes, and of the won- 
ders which God had brought in their favour. 

/I^is laudable defi^ was fo far miftaken, however, by 
foSiua, and the reft of the people, that they took great 
unabrage at it, infomuch that he afiembled the heads at 
Shiloh, where it was rcfolvcd to commence a bloody war 
agaiaft them, in cafe Acy did not difculpate themfelves 
fron? Ac crime of rebellion and apoftacy, which this new 
altar had given cauTe to fufpc£f them guilty of. He ac- 
coidingiy deputed ten of the chiefs, with l?hinehas, the 
hi^-prieft s fon, at their head, to go and enquire into the 
rCafOQvif Aeir ero£ling the altar; feeing they could not 
be ffinoranl, how cxprefsly they had been forbid by God 
td^ citsr n|i fecrifices any where, but at the place wAich 


tnild appoint ; and to declare to them Aat in 


cA formed unj fuch fchifmaticai de%n, the 

ifihc Were refoJvcd to oppofe it wiA all their 

Amelias failed not to deliver his mefiage in the 
AfntSj and 10 remind them of the danger which 


Dent, xxvii, 4, 5 ; fcqq. 


the 
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the introduction of any new worfhip would cxpofe theW 
to ; but was agreeably furprifed to hear them talce God to 
witflbfs, that they had not built that fumptuous altar with 
a view of offering facrifices upon it j but on the contrary^ 
to prevent their pofterity's being debarred, in proeefs of 
time, the privilege of coming and offering them at the 
place which God Ihould appoint. Under pretence that 
Providence had feparated them from the commonwealth 
oFIfrael, by fetting the river Jordan as a barrier between 
them. Their anfwer was coiMl|Bd in fuch fubmiffive. 
terms, and accompanied with fuch plain tokens of fincc- 
rity, as afforded tu the deputies, and foon after to Jofliua 
and all the Ifraelites, all the fatisfaCtion they could wifli *. 

After this explanation, Jofliua governed the Ifraelitifli ^ 
commonweahh peaceably during the fpace of revcnteen 91*. 
years; when, finding himfelf drawing near his end, he AiueCfm' 
caufed all the heads of the tribes to afl'emble at Shcchem* 

There, having reminded them of all the wonders which ^ 
God had wrought in their favour, and how much it was 
their intcreft: as well as duty to continue lledfaft in their 
obedience to him, he exhorted them to renew their cove-^ 
nant, which they readily did, and confirmed It with an 
oath, which he caufed to be regiflered, and a newmo* 
nument to be ereCled in memory of it, near the great oak 
that is in Shechem. He expired foon after, in the one 
hundred and tenth year of his age and was buried in 
the border of his inheritance in Timnath-Serah, in the 
tribe of Ephraim, on the north fide of the hill of 
Gaafli ^ (G). 

His death was foon followed by that of Elcazar the 
high-prieft, who was fucceeded by his fon Fhinehas: by 
degrees the reft of the fcvciity elders, who had out-lived 
Jofliua, died alfo ; and with them, one would think, not 
only all the remembrance Jofliua, and of their late co^ 


1 JoOi. xxii. paflim. ^ Ibid. cap. ult. ver. 19- 
30. See alfo Xix. 50. jodg. ii. 9. 


» Ibid, 


(G) This famous general, 
whofe original name of Oleah 
was changed, as is fuppofed, 
by Mofes, into that of Jolhua, 
fignifying a /avioui\ is fup- 
pofed to have been the author 
of the book called by hia name 1 
and it is plain by the word tor, 
ufed by the hlflorian in fpeak- 


ing of the miraculous JMtflkge 
over Jordan, that he ^ 
of thofe that p^ed it ; and 
the book itfelf condn^ 
affirming, that foffiua Wflttn 
all thefe tmnfaaiont in #ie 
Book of the Law of Ood, or 
as an Appendix to cbofi^ whkii 
Mofes written before. 

venaai 
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wnant fo folemnly ratified by all the tribes, but like wife 
aU fenfc of religion, fear of God, or regard of his laws ; 
for Jolhua had been dead fcarce twenty years, whwrwe 
find them funk into the moft brutal vice and the grofiell 
tdolatry. 

SECT. vm. 

The Hijlory of the Jews under the Judges^ from the 
Death of JoJhi^ to Saul their jirjl King, 

Yr. of FI. A T the death of Joflma, a great part of Canaan remained 
905. ftiU unconquered, lb that the Ifraelites could not, 

Mnthout purfuing their conqueii, fecurc the polTelfion of 
^ what they had. The fribe of Judah was appointed by 

yudah's the oracle to begin the war 5 Caleb, the fon of Jephunneh, 

iwrr. was chief of that tribe, and engaged that of Simeon, with 

which his own was interwoven, to join him againft the 
king of Bezek, who was routed and taken. He after- 
wards undertook the fiegc of Jcrufalem, at that time pof- 
fefiedby the Jebufites. The city was accordingly facked 
mud burned ; but the befieged retired into the fortrefs of 
Zioii •. After this exploit he turned his forces towards 
the ftuth, againft the cities of Hebron, or Kirjath-Arba, 
mnd Debir, called alfo Kirjaih-Scpher, inhabited by the 
gij^ntic fons of Anak. Thcfe had been formerly pro- 
mifed to him by Mofes, as a reward of his fidelity, and 
yielded to him accordingly by Jolhua, a little before his 
death Caleb being then above four-fcore and five years 
of age, though ftill ftrong and vigorous, thought it pru- 
dent not to exhauft hia ftrength too far in the fiege of 
thoie ftrong places. He, therefore, propofed his daugh- 
ter Achfah as a reward to the man that (hould take Kir- 
jath-Sepher \ and it was not long before it was gained by 
Othniel, a man of his own l^ily(A), whofe conduft 
mnd bravery, upon this occafion, raifed him, foon after, 
to the dignity of judre, 

Whilft Caleb, and his new fon-in-law, were employed 
in thus enlarging their inheritance, the other trib^ neg- 
le£kcd the exprefs order of their law-giver, and, inftead 
of extirpating their enemies, contented themfelves with 

i. m. s jofli, XV. i|, & feq. 

^ 4A) The tmt calls him the termine whether he or hU f»- 
fimoffCenaa, brother n> Ca- ther was Caleb’s brother. 
kb| fe that it is not eafy lodc« 

laying 
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laying them under tribute. The Canaan! tc8, in appear- 
ance, patiently fubmitted to their yoke j fo that they be- 
came* lefs cautious, and were, by degrees, fo far en- 
fnared with the beauty of their w^omen, as to contradk 
affinities with them. Thefe intermarriages foon recon- 
ciled them to the worfhip of Baal, Aflitaroth, and other 
idols of Canaan, and provoked the true God to forfakc 
them-, then their enemies feized the opportunity of regain- 
ing their liberties, and of oppreffing them in their turn. 

During this period of apoilacy and eonfufion, Micah, 
a wealthy man of the tribe of Ephraim, is fuppofed to 
have ereided thar idol in his houfc, which was foon after 
taken from him by the Danites, and fet up at Dan. 

Micah having from remorfe reftored to his mother 
eleven hundred pieces of filver uiiich he had feized, flic 53C. 
was fo tranfported with joy, that ffie rcfolved to confc- Ante Chr. 
crate the created part of it Lo what flie called a religious 
life, fuch as might prove an equivalent bleffiiig to him for 
the curfeshe had extorted from her. Accordingly, with 
part of that filver, flie and her fon purchafed two idols, 
one molten, and the other carved, and with the red built 
I chapel, where they were placed, together with fomc 
teraphim, which they had, in all likelihood, alreadv in 
the houfe. To this apparatus they added an ephod, or 
priedly garment, with which Micah indalled his fon in 
the priedhood of his new gods ; but, in the fequel, a 
young indigent Levite, wandering that way, w^as hired, 
as a more proper perfon, for that office. 

, Micah thought himfelf highly blefled, and that nothing 
could hinder him from the favour of God **, when the 
Danites, who found themfelves dreightened in iheir own 
tribe, fent out fomc fpies to feck for a new habitation. 

Thefe chancing to pafs that way, confultcd the Levite 
about the fuccefs of their journey, and having received a 
favourable anfwer, went dire£riy to Laiffi, a confidcrable 
town, wliofe rich inhabitants, like thofc of Zidon, lived 
in the mod carelefs fecurity, without magidralcs, foldicry, 
or drength. They returned, and acquainted their tribe 
with the joyful news; upon which the Danites of Zorah 
and Efhtaol armed fix hundred of their men ; and thefcy 
with the five fpies at their head, marched immediately 
toward Laiffi. In their way the fpies acquainted them 
with Micah’s having a young Levite, named Jonathan, 
the fon of Gerffiom, fromwhofe mouth they had revived 
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a promife of fucccfs in this expedition. The Danites* 
thereforCi inftead of reproving Micah for his apoftacy, 
entered by main force, took away the idols, terapjiim^ 
and ephod, and forced the young prieil to go along with 
them to LaiOi. Micah followed them, and made loud 
complaints, that they had robbed him of all that was valu- 
able in life \ all the anfwer they gave him was, that his 
outcries might end him his life, and that it was his fafed 
way to go home quietly. They foon arrived at Laifli, 
which they took and deftroyed, with its inhabitants. 
Having built a new city, and called it Dan, after the 
name of their progenitor, they fet up their idols there, 
and retained young Jonathan and his fons to be their 
prieds. The Septuagint, Vulgate, and fome Jewifh 
rabbles, call him the gr^dfon of Mofes, but the original 
fays he was the grandfon of Manafleh 
Yr* of FI, During thefe years of anarchy the inhabitants of Gi- 
' 94K. beah, in the tribe of Benjamin, were guilty of fo horrid 
Ante Chr. ^ breach of hofpitality towards a wandering Levite, as 
^ proved thc.caufe of much bloodflied, and was like to have 

Ahkod^ occafioned the ruin of that whole tribe. The Levite was 

miara- bringing his eloped concubine home, and coming to that 
iminf j 5 r«- place about fun-fet, was invited to lodge with an old man 
met Viim in the dreet. They had fcarcc refreflied 
^ themfelves, when a band of profligate youths furrounded 
the houfe, and, in a tumultuous manner, demanded the 
jftraneerto be facrificed to their brutifli lud ; the Levite 
could find no other means of faving himfelf but by deli- 
veriDg up his concubine to them, and next morning he 
found her dead at the threfhold of the door, whether of 
fliame or of the grievous abufe (he had fuffered. It 
Was in vain to complain of this cruelty in liich an aban- 
doned place i he took, therefore, the deid body with 
him, and brought it to his own houfe, where he divided 
it into twelve pieces, and fent one to each tribe, with an 
acebunt of the outrage. The iiicenfed tribes aflembled 
from all parts of Ifrael to Mizpch, to the number of four 
hundred thoufand fighting men ; and there the Levite 
gave them a farther detail of the injury he had fullained **. 
'J he whole afletnbly rofc up as one man, and rcfolved not 
to return to their refpeffive homes till they had punifhed 
the authors of that unheard-of abufe with the utmoft 
(everity. They fent deputies to the heads of the tribe of 
^ajamin, to demand the delivery of the profligate Gibea- 
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tfilLes; but that haughty tribe, iiiflcad of complying with 
their requeft, armed twenty-five thoufaiid of their bell 
warriors, befides feven hundred of the ir.habitants of 
Gibcah, to go out againll them. '^I'his unexjiclleil oblii- 
naey exafperated the IfracJite^ to fuch a degree, that they 
made a vow to take a fuller revenge on the tribe of Ben- 
jamin. They confulted the Lord which of the tribes 
lliould go againll them, and w'erc anfwercd, by the mniilh 
of Phineas, the high-priell, that Judah fliould go forth. 
A battle enfued, and Judah was repulled witli tlie lots of 
two and twenty thoufand men. ^1 his tribe tried tbeir fnr- 
tuite in a fecond engagement, but met with the fame fate ; 
at length, having recourfe to God with ialtlng and prayer, 
they obtained a favourable aiifwer ; and tlie liigh-prieft 
proniifed them, that the Lord wftiild, on the next onfet, 
deliver the Benjamite.s into their hands. 'J liis unrwer in- 
fpiied them with frefli courage, anil they ilevifed a Rra- 
tagem which had the defired clfeifl. Ihcy divided them- 
felves into three bodies, one of wliieh lay in aiiibulh, 
ready to enter the city as foon as the men fhould Tally 
out; another made a falfe attack, and pretended to fly 
before them, on purpofe to draw them out into the jilain, 
Mdiilfl the third and main body lay concealed in the neigh- 
bourhood of Baal-Tamar. The children of Benjantiii gave 
eafily into tlie fnnre. The Jews giving way, they purfued 
them with great eagernefs, til) finding tlicmfelves fur- 
prifed in their purfuit by the main body, they attempted a 
retreat into the town, which, by this time, their enemies 
had pofl'efled ; fu that, turning about, and feeing it in 
flames, they were fo difheartened, that they allowed 
themfelves to be cut off w'ithout farther refiflance, to the 
number of twenty-five thoufand. About fix hundred 
faved themfelves by flight, and fortified themfelves upon 
the tops of the rocks of Rimmon, where they remained 
four months. 

This viclory ferved only to het the fury of the other 
tribes, which did not cool till they had burnt down all 
iheir cities and villages, maflacred all the inhabitants 
Mitliout diftinftion, and made, as they thought, an utter 
end of that unfortunatetribe. It was then, indeed, thatthey 
began to refle£l, with fome remorfe, upon what they had 
done, and to bewail the lofs of one of their tribes. They 
went up to Shiloh again, and, having been informedthat 
the fix hundred, who were efcaped from the (laughter, 
were (till upon the rocks of Rimmoii, they entreated God 
to dire£l them how to recall them peaceably, and lo re- 
VoL.II. A a (lore 
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ftorc the loft tribe by their means. There was, indeed, 
one main impediment to it, namely, a rafli oath they had 
made at Mizpch, that none of them would give their 
daughters to any of that tribe. The oath, being unlawful 
in itfelf, might have been diflblved by the high-prieft, 
who M^as there prefent ; but whether their con^fciences 
were become more tender than ufual, they bethought 
themfelves of another expedient, which would anfwer 
their end, though it was fcarcely fo juftiliable as the 
breach of fuch an oath would have been. They caufed 
ftriift fearch to be made in their mufter-rolls, whether any 
of the tribes had failed to come to the camp at Mizpch, 
and found, that the inhabitants nf Jabefli-Gilcad, belong- 
ing to the half-tribe of ManafTeb, on the other fide Jor- 
dan, had not romc to the general alVembly ; they forth- 
with fent twelve tlioufund armed men, with orders to dc- 
ftroy all the inhabitaiUs of the place, except the virgins. 
Thefe foon executed this bloody command, and brought 
four hundred virgins captive, which were given to as 
many of the remaining men of Benjamin.' I'here were 
ftill two hundred unprovided for, and no more towns to 
be condemned to the fate of Jabefli j however, rather 
than break their oath, the vidlois bethought themfelves of 
away of evading it, by giving them leave to lake that by 
force, which they thought not lawful to give nf their 
own accord. 'Bhe men took their advice, and lying in 
ambufli among the vineyards of bhiloh, when the young 
damfels came out with t.d)rets to dance, in fomc fulenin 
feaft, every man feized upon a female, and carried her 
off, whilft the reft of the tribes returned alfo every man to 
bis habitvition h Thefe fix hundred men foon reftored 
the loft tribe to its former ftrength, and ever after it Con- 
tinued attached to that of Judah, and gave the fecond 
judge and firft kingto Ifraeh 
Yr. of FI. The firft flavcry which the dc.fciftiDn of the TfraelitcS 
9+t; brought upon them was under Cufhan-Rilharhaim, king 
me C'hr. Mefopotamia, who held them in fubje(Rion about 
eight years ; at the end of which, the warlike Othniel 
Othnicl the found means to raife an army againft him, with which he 
gained a fignal viflory, and freed Ifracl from the yoke of 
that potent prince. His fuccefs obtained them a peai e> 
which lafted forty years ^ that Is, till the death of their 
judge .and deliverer s. 
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Soon after it they were eiiflaved by the Moabircs 
at,ti\e end of eighteen years, Ehud, their fecond Judge, of 
the tribe of Benjamin, being deputed to cany the yearly 
tribute to Eglon, freed ^hem, by the death of that prince, 
whom he privately ftabbed whiHl he was delivciing to 
him a pretended meffage from God. Having efcr.ped un- 
difcDvered, he blew the trumpet, and railed a ludicieiit 
army, with which he. fliook off the Moabitifli yoke, and 
procured his people another peace of forty years k 

iShamgar, their third judge, delivered them from fome 
fmall opprefTion which they fuflered under the PhiJiltincs. 
The text gives us no farther parrieiilars about him, than 
that he flew fix hundred of them with an ox goad, or, as 
the Latin and Greek verfions antler it, with a ploiigh- 
fliare long he judged Ifrael, is not to be deter- 
mined ; he was fueceeded by 

The prophetefs Deborah, foon after the fm.irt of a 
fourth fervitude, worfe and longer than any of the three 
former, had brought them to a fciife of their fins and in- 
gratitude. After the death of their judge, tliey fell into 
new crimes ; and God, to punifli them, raifed uji a more 
powerful atlverfiry againfl them iii the perfon of Jabin, 
king of Canaan, whofe ftrength, bcfidcs a uumernus 
army, and a valiant general, eonfiffed in an Incredible 
number of iron chariot.s, whereby he held them in fevere 
fubjeiTion twenty years; when their cries and repentance 
had obtained a promlfe of a fpcedy deliverance, lull they 
fliould arrogate to themfelves any fliare in the glory of 
their future victory, two women were chofen to he tlie 
main inrtruments of it, and Jael completed wiiat Deborah 
bad concerted. Barak, at the head of ten thoufand 
men, difeomfited Sifera and his numerous army, liiough 
Itrcngthened with nine hundred chariots of iron. A 
victory, in confcquence of which Ifrael enjoyed a refpite 
of forty years 

The ungrateful Ifraclites, having forgot their fignal de- 
liverance, were plagued with a Irefli bondage. Dnder 
the lad, Deborah was allowed to judge Ifrael in the face 
nf the fun-, but now they were left not only without 
judge, but even without habitation, except what they 
were forced to feek for among the clefts and caverns of 
the rocks; and if they found time and convenience to 
fou*, their enemies poured in upon them, and reaped the 
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fruits of their labour. While they groaned ‘under this^ 
miferable bondage, God fen t a prophet to convince them 
how juftly they fufFered ; and he afterwards made choice 
of u proper perfon to undertake their deliverance. Gideon 
privately threfhlng his corn, to fave it from becoming a 
prey either to Midian or Amalek, the angel of the Lord 
faluted him with the title of Saviour of his People, and 
convinced him, by repeated miracles, that Ifracl, whom 
he now looked upon as forfaken by God, fliould be 
fpeedily and iniraculoufly rcflored to their freedom by bis 
means. Gideon was too well acquainted with the de- 
jcdfccl condition of his nation, to think that fuch a deli- 
verance could he wrought by an arm of flefti ; and, far 
ff(3m expeding fupcrnatiiral airiftance, he feemed to doubt 
of the tiLith of all that the angel foretold. He ncvcrthc- 
lefs picpared a facrifice, which the heavenly mcfTengcr no 
fooner touched with the end of his ftafF, thaif a fire rifing 
out of the rock on which it was laid, confumed the whole. 
Then the angel vaniflied ; and Gideon, in memory of this 
fupernatural viht, ercHcd on the fpot an altar which he 
named Jchovah-Slndom '. 

That very night, the Lord commanded him to hegln 
his heaven-appointed talk wiili the dellruction of the 
altar and giove of £aal, the fatal foui'cc of irraeTs de- 
feftion and punilhment •, and \o expiate tlunr crime by 
the Hcrifice of a bullock of feven years, in the place 
where they had ferved that MidianitiJh deity. Gidenn 
obeyed with great alacrity. Next morning, however, 
the citizens furrouiiding the houfe of his father Joalh, de- 
manded that he Hiould deliver up his I'on to be put to 
death, for his facrllcgc agi.iitlii Baal but the old man 
foon made them fcnfible of their abfurd zeal for an im- 
potent deity, which could not defend his altar and 
honour againll his fon, who thus acquireil tlie iurname ol 
Jerubbaal, that is, let Baal io k to hlnijclf. 

Gideon was foon after afuired, by a repeated miracle, 
of gaining, xvith a handful of men, a complete victory 
over the combined armies (T the enemy. C^od, in order 
to convince the Ifraelitcs of their foily and ingratitude in 
depending upon their own llrength and valour, coni- 
mandctl Gideon to diflxind all his foldlers that were 
faint-heurted ; and accordingly twenty-two thnufand ol 
his dafLai'dly troops were immediately uilmULil. Me 
again commanded to lead his troops to the waicr-lidc. 
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and there feparate thofe who kneeled to drink, from fuch 
as lapped the water out of the hollow of their hand. 
There were found but three hiindrcd of the latter, and 
God promifed him the viftory by thefe, orderiiic; the relt 
to be fent away. We have already given an account of 
his ftratagem and fuecefs againd the confederate army, 
by which the Ifraelites gained, with their freedom, an 
jnimenfe quantity of the richeft fpoil*'- 

Gideon, refolving to make the bed advantage of this 
viftory, fummoned feveral tribes to purfiie the enemy, 
and to fecure the fords of Beth-Barah and Jordan. Thofe 
who had fhrunk from danger, began now to take courage, 
when they faw the enemy flying, and to purfue them one 
way, whild he himfelf and his three hundred men gave 
chace to another body of the fugitives who pafled the 
river Jordan, fjideoii and his followers airiving at Suc- 
coth, fouinl themfelves fo tired and faint, that he fent 
to entreat fome rcfredimcnt out of the city, that he might 
continue his purfuit after the princes of Midiaii, Zeba 
and Zalmunna ; but he was refufed by the inhabitants, 
who fent him word, that it would be time enough for 
him to e^pcid fuch a fupply of provifjon when he had 
made thofe two princes prifoners. Gideon contented 
himfelf for the prefent, with threatening to punHh the in- 
folcnt Succothites in the fevered manner; and con- 
tinued his journey to Penuel, where he again fent the 
fame medage, and met with the fame rcpulfe. Hearing 
the two princes were in the neighbourhood of Korkor, 
with fifteen ihouf.ind men, the poor remains of one hun- 
dred and twenty thoufand, he continued the purfuit, fell 
upon them by furprize, and fccured their perfons, after 
having routed their army. Mean while the Ephraimites 
had overtaken and flain Oceb and Zeeb, two other princes 
of Midian, and brought their heads to Gideon, as he was 
returning from Korkor with his two royal prifoneis; but 
at the fame time they infolently demanded why he had 
not fummoned their tribe to the war againll Midian ? 
(iideon thought proper to temporize, extolling their at- 
chievcnicnt, and telling them, that the gleanings of 
Ephraim’s laurels vadly outweighed the vintage of his 
own tribe. Having pacified them with this compliment, 
he went to difeharge his refentment againft the cities of 
Succoth and Penuel. In his way he met with a youth of 
buccoih, who gave him the names of feventy-feven of its 

“ Sec the H.ftory of Midian, vol. i. p. 369. 
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chief magiftrates and ciders, whom he feverely punlfhed 
for having treated him with fuch indignity; at ithe fame 
time he commanded the inhabitants of Fenud to be.> p^t 
to the fword, and their tower to be demolifhed. f ,ii^e then 
examined his two prifoners, ZtChtt and Zalmunna, con- 
cerning fome men whom they had flain at Mount Tabor, 
and finding they were his own brethren, caufed the 
aflaiFins to be put to death On the fpot*. 

The Ifraelitcs, thus delivered from their cruel flavery, 
and loaden with the fpoils of th^ir enemies, beg:^n to 
think they could not fliew llieif gcatilude to their brave 
deliverer, nor fecure their retrieved freedom more efi'ec- 
tually, than by offering to fettle the fupremc authority 
upon him ami liis poflerity ; and Gideon, who had three- 
fcorc and ten fons by fcveral wives, might eafily have 
been temptt;d to accept it, had he not been fo lately con- 
vinced, that their greateft fecurity chiefly depended upon 
their obedience to their divine Prote£lor : he therefore 
advifed them not to put their confidence in their own 
ftrength, nor in iheir general’s valour, but in God ; and 
to make fure of his prote£lion, by a ftritler obedience to 
his laws. But Gideon foon fuilied. his glory, by an 
atlion no ways anfwerable to this mark of piety and mo- 
deration. He demanded, as an acknowlegemeiit of his 
late ferviccs, all the golden ear-rings they had got from 
their enemies; fo that a garment, being fpreud upon the 
ground, was prefently covered with thole ornaments, 
amounting to feventeen hundred fhekels, or eight hun- 
dred and fifty ounces of gold, befides collars, chains, and 
other ornaments of the fame metal, and fome purple and 
other coftly garments, of which they had Ifrlppcd the con- 
federate princes. With thefe the Jewifli general caufed 
ail ephod, or, as moft interpreters think, an idol, to be 
made, which he fet up in his own city Ophrah ; and the 
text adds, that it proved a fnarc both to him and to his 
houfe, becaufe it became the occafion of a new kind of 
idolatry to the Ifraelites ” As for Gideon, he returned to 
his own inheritance, and judged Ifrael forty years, during 
which none of their enemies dared to invade their quiet. 
The Midianites had received fo total an overthrow, that 
they never made any attempt againft Ifrael from that 
Vf. of Fh time. Gideon died m a good old age, and w^as buried 
iu»- with his ancellors ; but the Ifraelites, whom he left in a 
VkOtft Chr. pg^ful and flourifhing condition, forgetting both God 
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and him in a very little time, adopted Baalim, and 
other new gods, and repaid Gideon’s fervices with the 
'Wacksfl: ingratitude. He had left, befides his other chil- 
dren by his wives, a natural fqii by a concubine ^ ; and 
he it was who fuccecded his father by the moll horrid 
treachery, even by the deftruftion of his whole race. 

His name was Abimelech, a man of a bafe and in- 
triguing genius, full of ambition and cruelty. The firft 
ftep he took, after his father’s death, was to go and in- 
fufe into the Sechemites feme flrange jealoufies againft 
the fons of Gideon. He artfully alked them at lirll, whe- 
ther they thought it better for Ifrael to have one mailer 
or feventy j and whether it were more for the intercfl of 
the Sechemites to have their city, or that of Ophrah, ap- 
pointed to be the feat of the fupfeme judge ^ By thcfe> 
and fuch like infinuations, he obtained from them a fum 
of feventy fhekels of gold, out of the treafury of Baal- 
Berith, with which he hired a number of profligate men, 
capable of the vvickeilell enterpri/c, and led them di- 
retlly to Ophrah, where, having UirprifeJ his brethren, 
the feventy fons of Gideon, he murdered them all, except 
the younged. This unnatural fratricide, whirh ought to 
have been held in abhorrence by all, who had the lead 
grateful remembrance of Gideon, brought all the Se- 
chemites, and thofe of Millo, into his intereft. They 
even proclaimed him king, in a confpicuous part of the 
plain of Sechem, in hopes that all the rcll of the nation 
would follow their example. 

Jotham, the only furviving fon of Gideon, took that 
opportunity to afeend Mount Gerizzlm, which was near 
the place of this tumultuous aflembly j and, being within 
hearing, though out of their reach, made ufe of the fol- 
lowing apologue, to difluade them from their rafh and ini- 
quitous enterprizc * : “ The trees, once upon a time, af- 
fcmbled to make choice of a king : they offered that dig- 
riity to the olive-tree, whicli anfwcrcd, that it could by 
Of) means divell itfelf of its oil and fatnefs, fo acceptable 
to God and men, to reign over them : they then invited 
the fig-tree, which alfo refufed them, on account of its 
fweetnefs : the vine being applied to, preferred her juice, 
''Inch affords gladnefs to gods and men, to the empire 
over them. At length, the bramble, being invited to ac- 
c'tipt of that dignity, anlwered, that, if they really meant 
to make him king over them, they fliould come and fhcl- 
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ter themfelves under its fliadows; if not, let fire come out 
of the bramble, and devour the cedars of Lebanon.” 

Some interpret^ers fuppofe, that by the olive, the fig- 
tree, and the vine, he alluded to Othniel, Deborah, and 
Gideon, who were with difficulty prevailed upon to ac- 
cept of the dignity of judge, and refufed to have it intailcd 
on their poftcrity ; but whether it be fo or nor, it is 
plain, from his own application, that the bramble alluded 
to the traitor /^bimelech, who was fo far from being 
able to protect the Sechemites, that he would unavoidably 
prove the occalion of a bloody war, which, like a con- 
fuming fire, would end in their utter ruin: ‘'For,” added 
be, “ 1 append to you, whether your choice of Abime- 
!ech, preferably to any of the fons of Gideon, your late 
bcnefadlor and deliverer, be either grateful or juft ■, or 
rather, indeed, whether the murdering of all his chil- 
dren, for the fake of the fon of a Have, be not an inftance 
of the blackeft cruelty and ingratitude ? If you think it 
is not, I wifh you joy of your new king, and him of his 
new dignity ; but, if it is, may he prove a curfc to Se- 
chem and Millo, and you to him.” 

After this hold expoftulatinn, Jotham fled to Beer, a 
city in the tribe of Judah, not far from Jehus, or Jerufalem, 
where he continued all the time of Abimelech’s reign, 
which, according to his preditftion, proved both thorny 
and of ftiort duration; for, befides his mortification, in 
not being acknovdeged by any of the tribes, the text fays, 
that God caufed a fpirit of jcaloufy to be fown between 
the Sechemites and him, which produced in them, a full 
of FI I’efolution to expiate their folly by his death. But God 
^ ini ' efcape for the prefent, that he might 

Ante Clir. fhortly become the inftrument of a more fevere chaftlfe- 
i»3®. ment againft them. Gaal, informed of the hatred which 
■' ■ ■ — they had conceived againft their new-made king, came to 

Abimelech, S(;j;hem, with a full defign to blow it into an open rup- 
JiJt ju ^e. Zebul, whom Abimelech had entnifted with 

the government of that city, a fit fervant for fuch a maf- 
ter, failed not to acquaint him M’ith their aim, whilft, lu 
outward appearance, he fided with Gaal and his party. 
At length, after feveral bickerings on both fides, upon 
Abimclech's entering the town, the frighted inhabitants 
retired into the temple of Baal-Berith, as into a fan£luary, 
where they were foon made fenfible, to their enft, what 
a god they had preferred to that of Ifrael. Abimelech 
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commanded a jletachment to follow him into the next 
wood, where every one, after his example, cut down a 
ijTfbgfi of a tree, and, having piled them round the temple, 
and fet fire to them, the confpirators were all fmothered 
to death, being about a tliouland men and women. He 
then caufed the city and tower to be rafed to the ground, 
and 10 ^e ftrewed with fait; and thus was the firlt part of 
Jotham’s prophecy fulfilled, “ and the fire from the 
bramble burnt up the cedars of Lebanon.’* 

' Abimelech, ilulhed with his fuccefs, marched againft 
Thebez, a city of Judah, which had alfo taken up arms 
againit him, and there met with an ignominious death, 
where he expedfed a new conqueft. The citizens, re- 
pulfed by his vicdoriniis troops, retired into a tower, 
where hethuaghtto have burnfthem alive, w'hen a wo- 
man flung down a ftone, which, lighting upon his head, 
delivered her people from his fury. Abimelech finding 
death approaching, and being more afliametl of the hand 
that gave it, than of his own parricides and tyranny, 
chofe rather to die a fecond death, than to fall by the 
hands of a woman, and prevailed upon his fervant Zebul 
to difpatch him with his fword '. After the ufurpation 
of Abimelech, which lalted three years, Ifrael was judged 
twenty-three years*", by 

Tola, the fon of Puah, the fon of Dodo, of the tribe To/i», /an 
of Ifiachar. The text mciiiions nothing particularly of judgi. 
him, except that he dw^elt at Shamir, upon Mount Ephra- 
im, where he was buried. 

H e was fucceeded by Jair, a wealthy man, of that part Yr.of F 
of the tribe of Manafreh which dwelt on the other fide 
Jordan, and pofTefled a vaft territory in the land of Gl- ' 
lead, in which were thirty cities, w'^hich he gave to his ■ — 
thirty fons ; whence they were called Havoth, or Hamlets 
of Jair ", He judged Ifrael twenty-two years, and wuis 
buried in the city of Cainon, in the fame land. The text 
acids, as a mark of their w'ealth and greatnefs, that they 
all rode upon afles colts ". 

The ungrateful Ifraelitcs returned, foon after, to their 
idolatry, and even multiplied the number of their gods, 
a rclapfe which brought a fifth thraldom upon them of 
eighteen years, under the Philiftines and Ammonites. 

Here they had recourfe again to prayer and repentance ; 
but they were bid to go and cry to thofe deities they had 

1 Judg. ix. per tot. ”* Judg. x. i, x. " Numb, xxii- 41. 

Deut. iii. 14. ® Judg. v. 10. 

adopted, 
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adopted, for deliverance. This anfwer, and the preflTmg 
danger they \vere in from the Ammonites, who had al- 
ready palTed the Jordan, and were going to fall upon 
dah and Benjamin, obliged them to put away all their 
flrangc gods, and to ferve the Lord in earneft ; upon 
which God was pleafed to give them a promife, that they 
fliould be fpcedily delivered They an'embled at Mizpeh, 
to Aop the career of the children of Ammon ; but as God 
had not now nominated a juHge or general, as at other 
times, they were forced to fend an invitation to the vai^ 
liant Jephthah to accept of the command, and, with it, 
of the place of judge or general during life. .^ 

Jtfktittth, Jephthah was the fon of Gilead, but by a concubine, 
for which reafon he had been thruft out by his other bre- 
thren, and forced to rotire into the land of Tob (N), 
where he became chief of outlaws and vagabonds, and 
fignalized himfelf more by his valour than by his honefty ; 
he therefore received their meflage with fome miflruft, 
Yr, of FI. and did not accept of their offered dignity, till it was con^ 
1160. firmed to him by an oath. As foon as he had put him- 
Anle Chr. tj^^ir head, he fent an expoflulatory meffage to the 

Ammonites i but finding them more bent upon conqueffc 
than parly, he affembled troops in the land of Gilead and 
Manaffeh ; and, having formed a fufficient army, march- 
ed dircdly againll the enemy. Before he ventured a 
battle, however, he made a ralh vow, that, if God would 
HrJraJb lii|-n ^^ith viQory, he would facrifice to him the firft 

living creaLure that fhould come out of his houfe to meet 
him at his return and this inconfideratc promife robbed 
him at once of the glory and pleafure of the enfuing ac- 
tion. llie Ammonites were indeed totally defeated, and 
the Ifraelites laden with their fpoil ; but Jephthah’s 
daughter, a virgin, and his only child, proved the un- 
happy viftim oi his rafh vow. Ihe welcome news of 
her father’s fucctfs had brought her out, at the head of a 
company of maidens, ui congratulate him, Mhtli timbrels 
and dances, and other expreflions of lihal joy; fo that 
fhe chanced to be the unhappy objeft upon winch he caft 


(N) This land is on the 
moll northern part of Manaf- 
feh*8 lot, on the other fide 
Jordan. It is called Toby, 
and its inhabitants Toblnians, 
or Tubinians, in the firft and fe- 
cond books of the Maccabees. 
As for Jephthah’s brethren 


driving him out of the inherit- 
ance, he could not juftly com- 
plain of it, becaufeit had paff- 
cd Into a conllant law ever 
fince AbrahainV time, and 
was founded on the command 
which God gave him, to call 
out the fon ot the concubine. 

his 
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his eyes, and which he had accordingly vowed to deftruc- 
tlon. As foon as he faw her, he rent his cloaths, and 
.diCtjlofed the fecret to her with the moft pathetic cxpref- 
fioiis of grief. She heard him with a conftancy, which 
one would hardly have expefted in a perfon of her tender 
years ; and only begged for a refpite of two months, dur- 
ing w'hich fhe would retire with fome of her companions 
into the mountains, to bew ail her virginity, Her requeft 
being granted, (he abfented herfcli during that Ihort 
fpace, and, at the end of it, returned to tier father, who 
did to her according to his vow^ “ ; that is, according to 
the generality of Jewilh and Chrillian interpreters he 
offered her up for a burnt-offering ; from which arofe 
that cuftom mentioned in the text, for the daughters of 
Ifrael to go yearly to lament Jc^hthah’s daughter four 
days in a year “ (O). 

This clear-bought vic^fory was like to have proved fatal 
to him from another quarter. He w^as fcarce returned to 
his own houfe, w^hen the turbulent Ephraimites furround- 
cd it, and, in a tumultuous manner, threatened to fet it 
on lire, and to burn him and all he had, for having dared 
to engage the Ammonites, without fummoning them to 
arms. Jephthah, being of a rough difpofilion, upbraided 
them with their bafenefs, in not aiifwering his fummons, 
and leaving him to bear the brunt of the enemy; a re- 
proach which flung them fo to the quick, that they ferupkd 
not, in the height of their refentment, to call the Gi- 


" Jurig. xi, per tot. ‘ Jofeph. Antiq. lib. v. cap. 9. Rab- 

bin. fer. omn Chald. Paraph- Jonath. in loc. Juft. Mart. Am- 
hrof. de Off, lib. iii, cap. 11. Hieron. contra Jovinian. lib. i. & 
alib. Auguft. Qiia:ft. in Judic. xlix. Cliryf. Homil xiv. ad Pop, 
Antioch. Theodoret C^iaft. in judic. xu Serar. Salian. Gcnc- 
hrard. Cajet & al. mult. Vide & Lud. Capel & D. Caliiiet. Dil- 
feit. Devot. Jeph. “ Judic. xi. ver. ult. Pagniii. Arr, Monian. 
Tremcl. Munft. Driif. Grot. N, de Lyr. 8 c al in loc. 


(O) The far greater part of 
the Jews, even jofephus, Phi- 
lo, and the Chaldee paraphraft, 
acknowlege Jephthath to have 
been iuffered by God, by the 
high-prieft, and the whole 
people, to offer the fruit of his 
own body, an innocent young 
^’irgin^ an only child, the foie 
objeft of his prefent comfort 
^nd future hopes, in a burnt- 
“fiering unto the Lord, who 


had fo often declared his utter 
abhorrence againft all fuch a- 
bominations, and reje6ted the 
Canaanites upon that very ac- 
count. A great deal bath been 
written to ellablifh a probabi- 
lity, that file was not put to 
death, but reftridted to a life of 
celibacy] but, all that has 
been alleged in fupportof bokh 
opinions, amounts to nothing 
but conjc^urc. 


leadites 
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leadites fpunous fugitives, and mongrels between Ephra- 
im and Manafleh. A bloody fight enfued, in which 
thofe of Ephraim were difeomfited with a great lofs ; 
the Gileadites, having feized the fords of Jordan, fulfered 
none of thofe, who had efcaped from the ftaughtcr, to 
live (?). 

Jephthah was fucceeded by Ibzan, whom the Jewifli 
rabbles will have ito be the fame with Boaz, who married 
Ruth the Moabitefs", but'without any foundation. This 
was their tench judge, a native of Bethlehem ; but whe- 
ther of the part appertaining to the tribe of Zcbulun, or 
of that which belonged to Judah, is not certain*. He is 
only recorded for his numerous poftcrity, namely, thirty 
fons, and as many daughters, whom he lived to fee marri- 
ed; fo that he had one hundred and twenty fons and daugh- 
ters, and fons and daughters-in-law, befides grand-chil- 
dren. Such a family was looked upon as a great bleffing in 
Ifraet. He governed feven years and was fucceeded by 

Eldn, of the tribe of Zebulun, who judged Ifrael ten 
years. He was buried in Aijalon, in his own tribe, and 
the magiftracy devolved to 

Abdon, the fon of Hillel, of the tribe of Ephraim, and 
native of Pirathon, in the Mount of the Amalekites ; 
where he was buried, after having judged Ifrael eight 
years. He is recorded for his numerous ilTue, having 
left behind him forty fons and thirty grandfons, who rode 
on as many affes colts, after the manner of the great men 
in Ifrael. 

The fixth llavcry began about the fevciuh month after 
Eli united, in his own perfon, the dignity of judge tu 
that of high-prietl *. He was of the family of Ithamar, 
the younger branch of Aaron's houfe, to which the high- 


• Ruth, IV S. tkq. Matt. i. 5. Vide Munft in Judg. xii. 8. 
^ JoOiua xix. 15. y Jud. xii. S.fit leq. ■ Ufhei. Ann. lub. 
A. M, Tg4ti, ami ihe Chiunol. Index at tlic end of our Bibles, Year 
betoreClirift, is 56. 


(P) In order to deteft the 
Ephrainiircs who attempted to 
croffl the river, they made them 
pronounce the word fhibboleth, 
which fignlfies an ear of corn^ 
and which thofe of that tribe 
Were known to pronounce fib- 
b<^tb ; fo that as many, as 
were caught by that fnare, 
wert immediately flain ; and 


this unhappy contention occa- 
lioncd the lofs ot toriy-twr* 
thoufand Ephraimites, As for 
Jephthah, we read no more 
him, except that he judged 
Ifrael fix years, namely, that 
part of it which was on the 
other fide of Jordan ; and that 
he was buried in one of 
cities of Gilead. 
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prieftbood had been tranflated from the elder branch of 
Eleazar. It is, indeed, furprifing, that the people fliould 
have continued fo long free from defe£lion, during the 
lives of their lay judges, and fall into idolatry under the 
government of a high-prieft. But Eli is particularly re- 
corded for his indolence and reniiljhefs, efpecially towards 
his two fons, whom he fuffered to run into the greateft 
excefl'es of debauchery and irrcliglon^. However, he 
was the only ruler the Ifraelites had during this long 
thraldom, and feems to have been chofen by God as the 
propereit judge for them at that time ; for, as be was 
known to be incapable of undertaking any thing for their 
deliverance, he was the fittefl to withdraw their ufual 
confidence in the arm of flelh, and to make them look up 
to heaven for relief. Accordingly, when the fc, verity of 
their thraldom had brought them to a better feufe, God ‘ 
fent them a deliverer in Samfon, 

The miraculous fon of old age. His birth and prowefs 
had been foretold by an angel, fiitl to his mother, then 
to Manoah his father, a native of Zorah, in the tribe of 
Dan, with a ftridl charge to the mother, that lire fliould 
nbllain both from wine and flrong drink, and from all Samfoa, 
unclean meats, during her pregnancy, and that nora/or 
fliould come on the child’s head all his life, hecaufc he 
was to be aNazarite from his birth, iSanifun foon exhi- 
bited marks of extraordinary courage and lirength ■, and 
the text fays, that the fpiric of the Lord began to move 
him, at times, in the camp of the Danites between Zo- 
rah and Eflitaol •*, the place of his abode. 

How he plagued the Philillincs, during his twenty 
years government, and was at length betrayed into their 
hands by a treacherous harlot, (horn, and bereaved of his 
ftrength and eyes, become the objctl; of their fcorn and 
revenge \ and in what manner, after a yearns miferahic 
fervitude, he buried, with himfclf, all the Philiftinc no- 
bles, under the ruins of a magnificent flruddurc, we have 
feen in the hiftory of that nation. 

This extraordinary flaughter of the Phillfline nobility, 
might have infpired the Ifraelites with frelh courage to 
attempt the regaining their liberty, had not their wicked- 
nefs proved an invincible obftaclc to their fuccefs. Ell, 
their judge, was almoft a hundred years old', and hifl 
two foils, Hophni and Phinehas, who acted under hina, 
took the advantage of his extreme weaknefs to commit 


^ Jud. xiii. pair. c i Sa», ir. J|. 

tbe 
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the grcatcft abominations. The Scripture ftigmatlzei 
them as fona of Belial, who knew not the Lord ; 
committed fuch infamous irregularities, in the fcrvice of 
the tabernacle, as caufed the people to abhorthe offering of 
the Lord ; and even debauched the women who affem- 
bled at the door of the tabernacle.*’ Eli was not ignorant 
of their profligacy; and yet, inftead of coneQing, or 
even degrading them, he contented himfelf with giving 
them a gentle reproof, and telling them, not that their 
afrions were vile and abominable, but only that they 
were not good No wonder then if fuch an expoftula- 
tion made fo little impreflion on thofe two profligate 
youjig men (S). 

Such remill'nefs, in high-prleft and a judge, was fo 
difpleafing to God, that he fent a prophet to upbraid him 
with his ingratitude, and to affure him, that the high- 
priefthooj fhould be taken from his boufe, that his two 
fons.fhould be cut off in one day, and that the furvivors of 
his family fliould pine away in the utmoft poverty and 
diftrefs. This heavy fcntence was again confirmed by 
God, to young Samuel, in a vifion, and by him related 
to Eli. 

SamuiVs Samuel was another child of old age and reputed bar- 
rennefs, obtained by the prayers of his mother, dedicated 
to God by a folemn vow, and enrolled in his fervice at 
the age of three years. As he grew up he was appointed 
to minifter to Eli, in the holy funiflions, girded with a 
linen ephod, and to open and fliutthe doors of the taber- 
nacle. One morning, before break of day, as he lay in 
his bed, near Eli’s chamber, he heard himfelf called, at 
three diflinft periods, and as often ran to know his maf- 
tcr’s plcafure. Eli, finding fomething extraordinary in 


^ I Sam. ii. 

(S) Were we to follow the 
fenfe of our own, and fome 
other verfions, we fhould be 
apt to attribute their incorrigi- 
bility to what is faid in the zjth 
verfeofthe 2d chapter, “That 
they hearkened not to the 
-voice of their father, becaufe 
the Lord would flay them,” 
Bat we mufl remind our 
leaders, that the cOujuni^ioti 
ebi, which ii rendered bteau/t^ 


1 , & fcq. 

doth often fignify, and ought, 
both here, and in feveral 0- 
ther places, to have been trant- 
lated ^x'htrcfore^ or though \ fn 
that the fenfe will be, “ They 
did not hearken to their father; 
wherefore it pleafed the Lord 
to flay them ; or, they heark- 
ened not -though the Lord 
threatened to flay them for thei^ 
difobedieoce.’* 


that 
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that call, riiredled young Samuel what anfwer to make to 
the divine voice ; and it was then that God revealed to 
HtTh the heavjr judgments he had denounced againft Eli’s 
houfe. Samuel was fearful of difclofing the dreadful pur- 
port of the vifion, till fbriftly charged and adjured to it by 
the high-prieft. He afterwards diftinguilhed himfelf as 
a prophet, and was eftabliihed as a judge in Ifiael in the 
room of Eli ® (T). 

The Ifraelites being repulfed in an attempt againft the 
Philiftines, with the lofs of four thoufand men, refolved 
to bring the ark of God into their camp, in hopes, at 
leaft, that it w ould ftrike a terror into their enemies, and 
infpire the people with more than ordinary courage j but 
the confequence of this wdid pn^e£l was, that they loft 
both the battle and the ark, and the twm funs of Eli, that 
bare it, pcriflied. 'Fhe old prieft, w’ho 'waited with im- 
patience to hear of the fuccefs of the battle, had feated 
himfelf on a bench in the highw'ny to Shiloli, being niuler 
the greatefl; concern for the ark of God ; as foon as he 
heard the news of its being taken by the enemy, he fainted 
away, and falling backw^artl from lii-s feat, broke his neck 
and died. His daughter-in-law, the wile of Phinehas,’^ 
being then near her time, fell in labour upon hearing all 
thefe dreadful tidings; llie tcftificd the excefs of her 


c 1 Sam, 

(T) Samuel was of the tribe 
oFLevi, oFihc branch of Ko- 
hath ; but becaufe he cxercif- 
cd feveral prleftly functions, 
fuch as anointing of Said and 
David, offering up facrifices 
tven out of the tabernacle, his 
Wearing a linen ephod, and 
being named by the Plalmill: 
with Mofes and Aaron, the 
priells oF the Lord, fome an- 
cient fathers have thought he 
Was oF the race of Aaron, and 
perturmed the Fun£lion ol high- 
prieft after the death of Eli 
and his two fons. Jofephus 
|benis to hint fomething like 
when he fays, that Saul 

(]) Auguft. inPf, xcviii. cont. 
t al. Vide Mendez, in i ii- 

vi. 14. 


11. iii. pair. 

knew him to be Samuel, w'hcii 
he appeared ro the witch of 
Endor in a prieitly veft, though 
he calls his father a plain Le- 
vi tc, wEcre he fpcaks of his 
birth ; but it appears from the 
Chronicles, that he was of the 
branch oFKohath, the fecond 
fon of Levi ; and for his 
wearing an ephod, David did 
the fame ; and Gideon, Ma- 
Doali, Saul, Elijah, and o- 
thers, who were neither priefts 
nor Levites, have facrificed 
upon particular occaflons ; and 
fome prophets, and even their 
difciplcs, have anointed kings 

(O' 

Fauft. & alih. Chryfoft. Ambr» 
1 Chroo. vi. la. & fcq. * Sam^ 

grief 
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grief by calling the child (he was delivered of Iphabod, to 
iignify, that the glory of Ifraet was departed^ and expired 
immediately ^ 

What bcfel the ark of the covenant, and thofe that kept 
it captive, and its being fent back, we have already feen 
Tts wonderful and unexpefted return to Bethfliemefh oc- 
cafioned univerfal joy in all the people, who came croud- 
ing from all the adjacent parts to feaft their eyes with the 
fi^t of the facred fymbol, it being then the time of har- 
veft. In the field where it flopped, was a large ftone, 
upon which the priefts and Levites offered up the two 
milch kine that brought it fora burnt-offering. This was 
accompanied with feveral others, which the inhabitants 
of the place facrificed on the fpot, and the ark and tref- 
pafs-ofFcring were depdfited upon the fame ftone. But 
their joy was foon converted into mourning and lamenta- 
tion, through the irreverence of the Bethfhemefhites, 
whom an imprudent curiofjty excited to look into the 
ark; for which prefumption fifty thoufand and feventy 
men were puniftied with immediate death (U). This ter- 
rible {laughter (truck fucb terror into the furvivors, that 
they fent to the inhabitants of Kirjatb-jearim, a city in 
the neighbourhood of Bethfhemefli, and in the tribe of 
Judah, defiring that they would fetch the ark away Tt 
was removed accordingly, and placed in the hnufc of 
one Abinadab, which ftood on the higheft part of the 
city, where it continued till Daviifs time, that is, about 
feventy years, and Abinadab’s fon, Eleazar, was confe- 
crated to be its keeper. 

f I Sam. iv. to the end. B See the Hiftory of thePhiliftines, 

vohi, p. 4191 & fcq. ** 1 Sam. vi. per tot. 


(U) This is what ours, and 
moil other vcrfions, make the 
original to fiy : for which rea- 
fon we have not dared to de- 
part from it ; though we own, 
with the learned Bochart, that 
we can neither conceive how 
there could he fuch a multi- 
tude of people in a village 
on the borders of Judaea, 
nor how it could be coii- 
fiftent with the goodiicfs of 
God to make fuch a {laughter 
of thofe raeo, who came >vith 


joy to receive the ark, fuppof" 
ing (Lich a number could really 
have all looltcd into it. 

The original is capable of a 
two-fold fenfe, bclides this m 
our vcrfion, and both greatly 
leffcn that number. Ihe hid 
implies fifty men of a thou- 
fand, inllcad ot fifty thoulai’d? 
that is, in all, fevent)'. "f 
other makes it feventy of the 
common people, and fifty t’f 
the captains. 


Samuel* 
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Samuel, who aiTied by iliis time both as prophet nud Samuel's 
judge, took occafion, from the people’s anembling in txh^rtatiim 
multitudes before the ark, to lament their nut yet 
recovered liverty, toperiuade them to put away Alluaruth, ^ 
and the other fhrange deities, from among them, and to 
fcivethe Lord alone; upon which condition only he cuiild 
promife them a fpeedy ilelivcrance from the I'hilirLinc 
yoke. The people readily complied with his ailvice, and 
afterwards alTembled at Mizpeh, according to his appoint- 
ment, where they failed and prayed, and exprelleil all 
the tokens oflincere repentance. 1 his unulual meeting 
gave umbrage to the Phililtiiie.s, who immetliately took 
up arms, and came againll them ; but Samuel having 
oilercd up a fucking lamb lur a burnt otlering, by his 
prayers obtained fneh a ftorm of thunder and lightning as 
quite difeomlited their enemies, whom the Ifraelitcs pur- 
fued, with great daughter, unto Betli-Car. In me- 
mory of this ligiial vidlory, Samuel caufed a great Hone 
to be credded bctw'cen Mizpeh and Shen, which be called 
Eben-Ezer, or the fione of help ; and from that lime, to 
Samuel’s death, the Philillincs were, lo far from mak- 
ing any farther attempt againll Ifrael, that they futlercd 
them to recover all the cities and fortrelTcs which had 
been taken from them, from Ekron even unto Oath, and Yr. of FI, 
the adjoining territories*'. At the fame time the Ilrael- 
ites were at peace with the Amorites, fo that the land *',0^6,**'* 

enjoved profound repdfe all the days of Samuel’s govern- ^ 

mciit, whilA he, to make it eaficr lo the people, left Ha- 
mah, his refidence, and the place nl his nativity, once a 
year, to take a circuit round Be^h-el, Gilgal, and Miz- 
pch, to adminifter juftice ; then he returned to his own 
city, where he had built an altar unto God, and whither 
the people might relort to him at all other times 

By that time Samuel hrnl judged Ifrael twenty years 
^vi1h great integrity anti a]\. kiv.fe, he had the mortilica- 
tx)n to hear, that his two Ions, Joel and Abiah, whom 
he li.ul, in his later days^ made judges at Bcerlhcba, fuf- 
P'l thcmfclves to be bribed to pervert judgment ; upon 
v liiL h account he law himfelf furroundeti by the ciders of 
lirael, who defired that be would appoint to them a king, 
hke other nations, lince his Tons were not worthy lo fuc- 
I i-‘ed him in his office. Samuel expollulatcd with ibcm 
-ii the llrongcll terms ; upbraided them with their ingra- 
Jlitude, and forewarned them of their danger; and, among 

h I Sara. vi. Sc eqq. i Ibid. vii. to the end. 
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orlier dliruafives, laid before them all the mifchicfs and 
grievances they were likely to fuffer from a king. In u 
word, he omitted nothing that could pofhbly divert tliuif 
from their defign, though all to no purpofe, till God coin- 
rnantleil him to comply with their reqnefl, and to fet fuch 
a king over them as he fhould direft. Samuel having, 
therefore, prornifed to gratify their wifh, difmifl’ed them 
for the prefent and Saul was foon after appointed by 
Gud to he the firfl king of IfraeJ. 

SECT. IX. 

fbc Hif ory of the Jews under their monarchical 
Government. 

Yr. of FI, C AU L, the fon of KlHi, of the tribe of Benjamin, was 
113;. ^ a comely youth, taller by the head and fliuuklcrs than 

Ante Chr. common fize. He had been fciit with a fe’^vant, 
about the time of this dcfeclion, in quefc of fnme ilrayed 
&auU Jifj\ Samuel, who knew him to he the perfon appointed 

hthgoflf- by God to the regal dignity, and was then going to bid's 
fad* a fatrifice w’hich was held in his city, tool: tlrat oppor- 
tunity to introduce him to the fcaft, where he fet him in 
the highcll place, and diftinguillicd him from all the 
other gueilshy regaling him with particuLir dainties. He 
detained him all night, and on the morrow, accompaincJ 
him foine part of the way. On this occafion, having 
commanded his fervant to go on before, Ite poured the 
oil upon his head, and fainted him king of Ifrael. Saul 
behaved, during this ceremony, with extraordinary mo- 
dclly, alleging the fmall importance of his tribe and fa- 
jnilyj as an argument of his being unfit for fo high a dig- 
nity ; but the prophet airined him, that he ftionld hin 
himfcir endowed with fueh a fiiperior portion of Gcd‘j 
fpirit, as would give him a new heart, fo chat he wouli 
fhortly feel liimfelf quite another man. He alTured hin: 
that in his way home he would be met by a company 0 
prophets, and that he would then receive the fpirit of pro 
phccy. This prtdiffion was literally fulfilled, to tin 
^^flonifhment of his acquaintance, whofc exclamation he 
came proverbial, Is Saul alfo among the prophets r’ 
Poon after this tranfa£lion, Samuel CAlled all the heads 0 
Ifracl to Mizpch, and caufed them to prufent themfelvc 


9 1 Sam. viii« i. feqq* 
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by tbrir tribes before the Lord. As they pafled in order, 
that of benjamin was taken ; then were the families of it 
called, ami that of Matri was taken, and next to that the 
Ion of Kifli *. 

During this ceremony, Saul, who had concealed him- 
Telf, being brought forth, Samuel prefented him to the 
people, as the perfon whom God had eholen to be their 
head; and immediately the air rang with the people’s 
fliouts, “ Long live the king !’' Here Samuel, who, at 
their firfl tumultuous meeting, had forewarned them of all 
that a king might do in the plenitude of his power, and 
what they had to fear from him, now thought it neccllury 
to inltruci him, before the aflemhiy, in all the duties of a 
fovereign. Finally, he caufed hyn to be proclaimed and 
anointed king of Ifrael. The new king returned to his 
iioufe in Gibeah, whither he was attended by a number of 
brave fubjedfs ; whilft another company ol loofe young 
men defpifed his youth, and refufed to ackiio .vlege him as 
their fovereigru 

In a little time, however, he had an occafion to give 
them an earncft of his courage, and to let them Icc how 
well he could ufe bis new authority. The inhabitants of 
Jabcfli- Gilead were llrcightly belieged by the Ammo- 
nites, and upon the brink of lofing not only their liberty, 
but their right eyes, as a lafting reproach to the whole 
nation, when, having obtained a refpite of feven days 
from tlie Ammonitifli king, they feiit an account of their 
difmal Itate to the ciders of Ifrael. Saul immediately Saul'jJirJt 
caufed a yoke of oxen to be hew ed in pieces, and dillri- 
huted wdth the utmoft fpecd through all the tribes, with 
this threatening melTage, that whofoever refufed to follow 
him to the relief of their brethren of Jabefh-Gilcad, fhould 
lee his cattle dellroyed in the fame manner. Xhe peo- 
ple, alarmed at this declaration, immediately repaired to 
bezek, to the number of three hundred thoufand, befidcs 
thirty thoufand of the tribe of Judah. Saul, thus rein-' 
lorcetl, fent the beheged word, that he would come to 
^heir refeue by the next morning, and marchetl all that 
night w'itliout halting. As foon as he approached the Yr. of FI. 
enemy, he divided his army int'v three bodies, and fell 
upon them by break of day wdth fuch fury, that they were 
forccil to raife the fiegc, and fly w'iih the utmoll preci- — 

pitation. The people, elevated with this fignal victory, 

Jidvifed him to put to death all w’ho had refufed to ac- 


I 5am< X. II. II. 14. 
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knowlejTe Saul for their king; hiir he .genernufly wlth- 
ftooil the propof'al, alleging that it was not fit to (tain the 
beginning of his reign with the flaugliler of their br*^ 
thren, after God had wrought fo great a faUation in 
Ifrael. Tliis nualeratc anfvver plealed the people flill 
more ; and Samuel, who had accompanietl him to the 
battle, invited the people to Gilgal, there to confirm the 
kingdom unto Saul by univerfal confeut, finee he had 
fliewcd bimfelf fo worthy to reign ; he was accordingly 
iiillalled v ith great folemnity**. 

Samuel took this opportunity to juflify his adminiftra- 
tion as judge; becaufe his authority, now devolved upon 
Saul, would be no longer a check upon any of them from 
exhibiting their compluir^':, if any Inch they had againfl 
him. lie therefore challenged them, as he was now 
old, and ready to leave the world, to acciife him openly 
before their new king, if he had committed any fraud, in- 
iLillice, or oppredion, that he might now make reilitution 
before he died ; and he had the fatisfaddion of being 
cleared and commended by the general voice of the peo- 
ple. However, to convince them of their ingratitude in 
demanding a king, he recapitulated all the grievous thral- 
doms which their idolatry and difobedience had drawn 
upon them fince their being feated in that land ; and 
the many fignal deliverances which God had wrought 
for them upon their repentance ; and, to add a Hill 
greater weight to his ords, and aifurc them how 
highly God was difpleafud at them, he reminded them, 
that it was then the time of harvcfl, when the air 
was generally ferene, and free from clouds and ftormy 
rains; but he told them that he would, by his prayers, 
obtain fuch an extraordinary lloriu of thunder and rain, 
as fhould convince them that God had been highly pro- 
voked by their ungrateful demand. He put his threats 
in execution accordingly, and the people were terrified 
into a fenfc <if their own unwoithinefs. They now 
earneilly bcggul he would ufe his prayeis to avert the im- 
pending danger, and he readily complied with their fup- 
plication. He then allured them that he wouhl continue 
his good offices to theiti’lis long as he livedi ; that if they 
and their king would continue ftedfafi: in their obedience 
to God, inftead of confiding in their vain and deceitful 
;^olS| every thing would go well with them ; but that if 


they 
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they rdapfed, both he and they mull expeifl to feel the 
effects of the divine difplcafiire 

All thefe tranfaclions happened in the hrft year of 
Saul’s rciirn ; iu the next he difmiircd his numerous 
army, and referved only three thoufand men, two thf)u- 
faiid of whom he put into the garrifons of Miehmalh and 
Beth-el ; and the other thoufand he left at Gibeah of Ben- 
jamin, under his fon Jonathan, 'rhis younp prince, Jonathan 
willing to atehieve fomething worthy the fon and fucLefibr ttvf nes 
of Saul, went and fmote a Philiftine garifon at Cieb.i ; ^■''i ' 
the news of which having alarmed that nation, obliged 
his father to blow the trumpet, and to let Ifr.ici know 
that the Philiflines were coming againft them w ith a nu- 
merous holt. They had indeed^thiriy thoufanil chariots, 
and fix thoufand horfemen, befules an innumerable mul- 
titude of foot, with which they came and encamped 
againll Miclimafh, eallward of Beth-Aven. The fight of 
fo vail an army llruck an unlverfal terror through all 
ifrael, infomueh that, forgetting tlulr late victory, ami the 
valour which their new king had Ihewn upon that oc- 
cafion, a great part of that dlforderly people hid tliem- 
felvcs in caves, dens, and other lurking holes ; whilR an- 
other part fled to the other fide of Jordan for fafity, leav- 
ing their eemntry open to llieir enemies, and their king to 
make the belt of the remains of the people that llooil by 
him in the day of trouble. One misfortune, liov\ever, 
attended them, which may, in fome meafure, excufe their 
defctlioii -, which was, that the Philiflines had taken caie 
to (trip them of all kintls of weapons, anil even of the 
iiiflruments with which they ufed to fliarpen their rural 
tools, left they fhould ufe them inflead of arms. I hey Yr. of FI. 
had neither fmith nor forge, and fo naked were they at 1155. 
this time, that there was neither fword nor fpear but Ante Chr. 
thofe which Saul anti his fon ufed when he came to 
muller his litte army. The king, however, continued 
with them at Gilgal, expcftiiig .Sarnucl’s coming accord- 
ing to his appointment ; but after he had waited feven 
whole days, and found that Samuel neither came nor 
fent, and that his little army was almoll dwindled away 
to a fmall handful, fearing left he fhould be furprifed by 
the enemy, before he had implored the protection of 
God ill the ufual way of facri&ces, he ventured, on the 
feventh day, to offer up fome peace-oflerings, and a burnt- 
offering. He had fcarce made an end of facrificing, 

I Sam. xiii. 19, & feip 
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when Samuel came, and blamed him highly foT what he 
had done (A). Saul excufed himfelf upon* the prelling 
nccclFity he was in ; but the prophet told him he had 
done a very foolilh aftion ■, and that his difobedience to 
God’s command would caufe the kingdom to be tranf- 
ferred from him to a more worthy perfon. As foon as 
Samuel had departed from him, to go to Gibeon, Saul 
and his hm followed him thither with his little army, 
confiding of only fix hundred men unarmed. There they 
beheld, with forruw, the Philiftines, who were ftill en- 
camped in Nlichmafli, making a three-fold incurfion into 
Ifrael, and committing great depredations hy feparate de- 
tachments j one towards Ophrah, another at Beth-Horon, 
and the third in the valley/ of Zoboim.> 

They were in this difmal fitiiation, when Jonathan verr- 
tured, unknown to his father, or to any perfon but hia 
armour-bearer, who accompanied him, to climb on his 
hands and feet through cragged rocks, and fall upon one 
of the enemy’s out-guards, where he killed twenty of 
their men, and put tlie red to flight. Thefe fugitives 
running into the' camp, fpre^d fuch a panic through the 
hoft, that it was eahly pcrrelved by Saul ; who, finding 
Jonathan was miffing, caHly gnefled him to be the au- 
thor of their confiifion. Saul had with him the ark of 
God, and Ahiah the liigh-pnell, the great-grandfon of 
Eli j and was going to defire him to enquire of the Lord, 
whether he fhoiild fall on the enemy, when the noife 
and tumult increafed in fuch a manner, ars alTured him 
they were put to the rout. He then bid Ahiah hold his 
hand, and with his followers fell on the flyiiig Philiftines, 
his army ftill increafing, as well from a number ol He- 
brew captives, who took that opportunity to make their 
cfcape, as from a greater number of thofe, who, obferv- 
ing from their lurking-holes the fuccefs of their brethren, 
came and joined their king. 

This viftory might have been more complete, had noc 
Saul imadvifcdly adjured his army not to Itop their pur- 
fuit to take fomc convenient rcfrcft'.mcnt. Jonathan, 
knowing of his father’s imprecation, and being quite fpent 
with that day’s toil, had refreflied himfclt with a little ho- 
ney which he found in his way; fo that wdien his tranf- 
greffion came to be difeovered by urim, Saul would iu- 
iailibly have condemned him to die, had noc the whole 

(A) It is not eafy to divinp drew upon him fuch a feverc 
what Saul’i Grime was, which fentence from the prophet. 

army 
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nrmy interpofed, and fworii that not a hair of his head 
ilioulcl be hurt, in confideration of the fignal deliverance 
which he had eflefted. Saul returned home viftorious, 
and put himfedf in a condition of purfuing his conquell, 
not only againft the rhiliftincs, but alfo againfl the Am- 
monites, Moabites, Edomites, and the kings of Zobah 
and Amalek. His general was Abner, the fon of his 
uncle Ner; he hdd alfo two fons bcfulcs Jonathan; and, 
next to that of his army, his care was to have a guard 
about himfelf, comnofed of the moll valiant men he could 
find in his dominions ** 

The Scripture gives us no particular account of any of 
thefe wars, that againll Amalek excepted, of which we 
have fpuken in its proper place ^ ; neither is it eafy to 
guefs at what periods of Saul's 'reign any of them hap- 
pened. All that we know is, that he reigned forty years ^ ; 
that he was a valiant and fucccfsful prince, eontinually at 
war with fome of the neighbouring flates ; and that he 
over-awed all his enemies round about; fo that, had he 
not been unmindful of God’s command with refpedh to 
the king of Anralek, and the plumler of his fubjcHs, he 
might, in all likelihood, have reigned all bis life without 
misfortune. The femtence of njeclion, which the pro- 
phet had pronounced againfl him, made fo deep an im- 
prelfion upon Saul, that he owned his fault, and only 
begged of Samuel, for dei'cncy lake, that be would flill 
fhew foine regard to him, and accompany Inm, wbilll he 
went and paid his adoration to God. Samuel complied 
with his requeft, and foon after caufed ihe proud Ama- 
Ickitifli king to be put to death, wbofe dellioying fword 
had bereaved fo many mothers of their children ; and re- 
turned to Ramah, the place of his abode, from that 
period he never came more to Saul, but contiitued mourn- 
ing for him*', till he was reproved by God, and com- 
manded to go to Bethlehem, and anoint one of the fons Da'viJ a* 
of JefTe in the room of the reigning prince. tainted 

Samuel was forced to colour his journey with the pre- 
tence of offering up a faciiflcc there; and accordingly 
took a young heifer with him, both to avoid giving any 
fufplclon to the jealous king, and to difperfc the fears of 
the elders of Bethlehem, who would he alarmed at his of FI. 
unexpected arrival. As foon as he came to JeilVs houfc, 
he called all his fons to pafs before him in order; and ,^5^. 

e I Sam. xiv. palT. ^ See the Hift. of the Amalekiirs, v ol. i. 
p. 386, i Uq. I Afls xiii, * 1 . *>1 Sam. xx. pad'. 
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wtien he beheld the cldeft of thenij who waS a marr of 
valour, he prefently fuppofed him to be the perfon chofen 
to be SauFs fuccefTor : however, God reje£led him, as he 
did alfo the other fix in their turns. Samuel then alked 
their father, whether thefe were all the fons he had } who 
anfwercd, that he had one more, his youngeft, aftripling, 
who was then employed in keeping his flieep. He wag 
directed to fend for the youth ; and, as foon as David 
came in, Samuil was ordered to anoint him in the pre- 
fence of his brethren (D). Then he made a feaft to 
JefTe’s family, and to the elders of the city, and returned 
toTVamah, while David went back to his nocks. 

Not long after this event, the Lord having forfaken 
Saul, he began to be tormented by an evil fpirit, or by a 
deep melancholy ; to cfifpel wdneh, he was advifed to 
have recoinfe to the mufic of the harp, and to engage as 
his mintlrcl, young David, wdio by this time had gained 
the reputation of an expert mu5cian. He was fent for ac- 
cordingly, and the ruddinefs of his. complexion, and 
comelinefs of his perfon, joined with the fweetnefs of his 
UUtves mufic, wmn Saul’s heart fo far, that he made him his ar- 
aul'j nu. mour-bearer, and retained him always near his perfon. 
Mchoiy, Whenever, therefore, Saul s dillemper came upon him, 
David was ordered to divert him with his mufic, w’hich 
never failed to give him eafe At length the king’s dif- 
order being to all appearance cured, David w^as permitted 
to go home and refume his former occupation. 

A rupture enfuing between the Ifraelites and Phillfiines, 
Saul took the field, and encamped by the Valley of Elah, 
while the enemy pitched their camp at Ephes-Dannnlniy 

m 1 Sam. xvi, uU, 

(D) It is hardly to be fup- ken for a promifing warrior, 
pofed, that Samuel did then Jofephus fays, that Samacl 
explain the whole myftery of only whifptred the fecret into 
his anointing of David ; which David’s and his father's ear, 
might have had fome fatal con- and concealed it from the refi. 
fequepce, had it come to the And, indeed, had his brethren 
ears ofSaul; but as it was ufual known, or even fiifpedted, that 
to anolhc men to the office of he bad been anointed to the 
pruphei, as well as to the regal regal dignity, it is not credible 
dignity, it is moll likely, that they would haveufed him wifh 
he left them to fuppofe the fuch roughnefs and ill miinneis 
former; as David was not as they did, when their lather 
much above fifteen years of fent him to them to Sacirs 
age, and coo tender to be ta- camp. 


between 
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between Shochoh and Azekah, in the tribe of Judah, . A 
valley parted the two armies, which had contented them- 
felves with looking upon one another, without Ihiking a 
blow, during the fpaee of forty days, and nothing pad 
but the repeated defiance or challenge of the gigantic 
Goliath. But that, which had chilled the hearts of all 
the Ifraelitcs, wrought a contrary cffe<d upon young Da- 
vid, who was juft arrived in the camp, fent thither by old 
jefle with provifions to his three eldeft brothers, who 
were then in Saul's army. Hearing that this champion 
had defied the army of Iliael, and that Saul had promifed 
his daughter as a reward to the man that fhould flay him, 
this young fliepherd refolved to difeharge the exploit which 
no other Ifraelitc had courage to attempt. At his pre- 
fentlng himfclf to the king, all that beheld him, juilged Yr. of FL 
him altogether unequal to the combat; nevcrthclefs, with- 1185. 
out any other weapon than a fling, and a few pebble- Anre^Chr, 
Itones in his fiicpherd's pouch, he fallicd forth againll 
this giant, whom he flew; and, in a lew minutes, Btfean 
brought his head and fword, and laid it at the feet of Goliath, 
Saul. 


What effeiTt this viiftoryhad over the amazed Philiftines, Jonathan's 
may be ealily conceived" : but David’s behaviour WTOuglu 
fo much on the heart of Jonathan, that it gave birth to 
the moft intimate frietuiftiip between them, infomuch 


that the text fays, their fouls w^ere knit together ; and 
David elfewhere tells us, that it exceeded by far the love 


of women. But it foon after made a much illfl’erent im- 


preftion upon Saul, though at firll he fccmed charmed 
with the youth’s condu£l:, and gave him a con ritlerable 
poft in his army. What infpired that prince with the firft 
fentiments of xjcaloufy againft him, was the indiferetion 
of a company of women, who came to meet them at their 
return from the battle, w'ith vocal and inftrumcntal mu- 
fic, and in their fongs extolled David above him, faying, 
that Saul had killed his thoufands, but David his ten 


ihoufands. From that moment he looked uprm the fun 
of Jefle as a dangerous rival, and thought himfclf unfafe 
while the other remained alive. His difeafe now' feem- Davidhat^ 
cd to be w holly turned into jealoufy, and David often ed bj SatJ. 
narrowly efcaped becoming the viftim of it *, for, even 
on the very day after this exploit, whilft David w'as en- 
deavouring to foothc his melancholy with mufic, he 
threw a javelin at him with fuch force, that it ftuck 


* Sec the Hift. of the Philiflines, vol. i. p. 
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againft the wall. He made a fecond attempt, but David 
again efcapfid. 

At length, Saul obferving how much David was be- 
loved by the people, thought proper to temporife, and 
promoted him to a higher olFice, in hopes, that being ex- 
pofed to frefh dangers, he might fall by the hands of the 
enemy. He promifed him, at the fame time, his eldefl: 
daughter, as a reward of his next vidHory ; but David had 
the mortification to fee her given to another. The next 
fnare which Saul laid for him was, to intimate, that he 
defigned in earneft to give' him his fecond daughter, and 
would accept of a hundred fore-fklns of the Philiftines, 
inllead of a dowry. David embraced the terms, and 
brought him double that number ; fo that Saul, having 
no pretence left to excuic himfeif from his promlfe, gave 
him Michal in marriage, whofe fincere afFe<Slion, joined 
to that of her brother Jonathan, proved afterwards very 
ferviceable to him, by defeating their father’s attempts 
againll his life, even at the hazard of their own, David, 
in the fequel having gained a fignal vitlory over the Phi- 
liftines, was, at his return to court, in danger of being 
ftuck to the wall again with a javelin. In confequence 
of this outrage he retired to his own houfe, whither Saul 

i iurfued him, caufing the houfe to be befet by fome of his 
ervants, when his faithful wife contrived his efcape, by 
tonveying him privily out at a window, in the dead of 
night, that he might have time to travel a confiderable 
way before he was purfued. When her father's men 
came in the morning, ftie aflured them, that her hufband 
was very ill, and confined to his bed, fhewing them at 
the ftime time the figure of a man, which fbe had con- 
veyed into it, and covered up with bed-cloaths, to pre- 
vent difeovery. They were foon fent back with orders to 
bring him alive *, by which means her ftratagem being 
difeovered, fhe incurred the wrath of her father, which 
fhe with difficulty appeafed, by pretending fhe had been 
forced to promote her hufbaiid's efcape, in order to fave 
her own life. 

David withdrew to Ramah, to acquaint Samuel vdth 
the unwelcome news i and thence both went down to 
Naioth, which was not far from Ramah, where was a 
fchool of prophets. It was not long before Saul fent 
meflengers to fetch him, w^ho were no fooner come within 
fight o? Samuel and the prophets, than they fell a-pro- 
phefying like wife, and fo returned without having ex ch- 
eated their orders He fe&t others a>ibcoiid and a thir4 

time, 
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time, with the fame fuccefs, and at length refolTed to p 
himfelf; and, when he came, he prophcfied hkewile, 
raft off his cloaths, and lay down uncovered (L) the 
whole day and night ; a circumllance which gave David 
an opportunity to withdraw", and to have a private cp- 
ference with Jonathan, wherein they fwore to eart other 
a perpetual friendfliip. That generous 
pofed himfelf to his father’s fury for his fnendlhip to Da- 
vid, and was reproved for it in the bittereft terms; nay, 
having once ventured to plead for him, he narrowly el- 
caped being killed by the incenfed king hinding at 
leneth, that his friend's death was refolved on, he w-ent 
to the ftonc Ezel, the place appointed for their meeting ; 
and there he had an interview with David, whom he 
fully informed of the danger to which he would be tic- 

pofed, fliouldhe ftay any longer within the reach of his 
implacable father. They therefore took » 

farewelof each other p; "'"'1 ’■* K V hU^ 

of Nob, wherer Ahimelech the high-pricft had hib re- 

**'^l)av'i.l was forced to amiife the high-prieft vi;ith a pre- 
tence of being fent by the king, upon fnnrie private buli- 
nefs of importance ; but, having obferved in this place, 
Doeg an E^mitc, one of Saul’s lliephcrds, by whom he 
forefaw he fliould certainly be betrayed, if he made any 
Itay, he told Ahimelech, that his piinefs w.is urgent, 
and begged that he would give him 

himfelf, %ml the young men that were lum. When 
they hadrcfrefticd themfelves, David alked him, 
he could notfurnilh him with fomc fwords or fpears; and 

was anfwered. that the ° J^bc 

but the fword of Goliath, which he 

brought to him ; and, having girt it on, he took his u 

of thehigh-prieft, and fled to Achifti Ling of Ga h. Ihe 
courtiers of that prince, in order to excite his jea ° ^ ^ ^ 
refentment againft the fon of jeci ed the fongs ot 

the Ifraelitifl? women, implying » that ^aul ud Aa njn 
-thoufands, and David his ten thoufands. Dai id, alarm 
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{E) The words in the ori- 
ginal fay, that he lay naked ; 
mil it were abfurd lo undcr- 
ftand it in the literal fenfe, 
God having ftriftly forbidden 
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all fuch indecencies, in op- 
pofirion to the heathen priefts, 
who w'ere not alhamcd to ap* 
pear naked at fome of their 
ioiils. 


id 
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cd for his own life, refolved to convert their king^s fe- 
fcntmeUt into pity or contempt, and counterfeited mad- 
nefs fo naturally, that Achifli, believing him really infane,- 
permitted him to retire unmolelled to the cave of Adul- 
1am. 

Mean while, Saul, vexed to find that David was out of 
his reach, ftormed at Jonathan, and at his own fervants, 
as if they had all confpiied with the fon of Jefl'e againfl: 
him ; when Doeg the Edomite came and acquainted him 
with what had pafl'ed at Nob, how Ahimelech had fur- 
nifhed David with provifions and weapons, and had en-* 
quired of the Lord concerning his fate. The king wasfo 
cxafperated by thefe tidings, that he ordered the pontiff 
and all his kindred to l^e apprehended and brought into 
his prefence j where, after having loaded them with the 
moft bitter inveftives, he declared they (hould fuffer im- 
mediate death. In vain Ahimelech pleaded his ignorance 
of any difference or animofity between the king and Da- 
vid. Saul’s anger was rather incenfed than appeafed by 
,this apology, and he commanded his attendants to cut 
ZaulhuUh^ them all in pieces. This odious and cruel office being 
trj ali the declined by all the reft, .was immediately executed by 
fjtefitand Doeg. But Saul, not yet fatiated wdth vengeance, order- 
ed a detachment to go and put the whole city of Nob to 
jlbiuthar thefword, men, women, children, and cattle j and this 
tfcapes to flaughtcr was alfo executed fo effcftually, that none but 
David, Abiathar, one of Ahimelech’s fons, had the good fortune 
to efcape. He went immediately to David, who com- 
forted him for the difafter of his family, by taking him 
into his protection, and promifing to raife him to the dig- 
nity of high-prieft, asfoon as it fhould be in his power. 

Among thofe who follow^ed David, were his father, 
mother, brethren, and other relations, with the prophet 
Gad. Bcfides thefe, he was joined by multitudes of dif- 
trefled and difeontented perfons, lo the number of four 
hundred. But the prophet Gad having told him, that it 
was no longer fafe for him to abide in that place, he con- 
veyed his parents into the land of Moab, and left them 
under the proteCIion of the king of that country, whilft 
he himfelf and his men repaired to the foreft of Hareth 
in the land of Judah. However, he flayed not long there-, 
but, having refeued the city of Keilah from the Philiflines, 
removed into the wilderncfs of Ziph, with his adherents, 
who were by this time incrcafed to fix hundred. Whilft 
he lurked about the rocks and caves of this place, he 
was privately vilited by Jonathan, when their former 

vows 
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j vows of friendfliip were repeated. David protnifcd 
upon oath, that if he fliould be raifed to the throne, 
Jonathan fhould maintain the next place in dignity j or 
if Jonathan fliould not live to fee that event, which he was 
by this time w^ell all'uxcd would one day happen, thatDai^ 
vid fliould exprefs the flime regard to his children. 

Saul being informed by the Zipliites, that David lay 
concealed in their neighbourhood, was lo tranfporled with 
joy at the news, that he could not lovbear blefling them, 
as the only people that Ihewed any concern for his inte- 
refl. But David, apprifed of his being di [covered, re- 
moved to the wildernefs of Maun, whiiher Saul foon pur- 
fued him, and encamped over-againll him, with a deflgn 
to furround him j but, in the mean time, news were 
brought him, thnt the niilifl:ines*had made a frelh incur- 
fion into the land, fo that he was forced to go back to put 
a flop to their progrefs. In memory of this deliverance, 

David called the rock where he then was, Scla-Hammah- 
Jekoth, or the rock of diviftons. Removing with his little 
army to Engedi, he concealed hinifelf among the flrong 
holds of that place "J. Here Saul, w^ho had foon repulfed 
the Philiftines, found him out again, and came againft 
him with three thoufand men ; but, whilft he was in 
fearch of hiin, an urgent occafion obliged him to retire 
into the cave where David lay concealed. David's fol- 
lowers now renionflrated that this was the time in which 
God had promifed to deliver his enemy into his hand \ 
and that he had it now in his power to put a total end, 
with one blow, to this unnatural war, and free himfelf 
and them from all their mifery. He feemed to liften to 
their advice ; flolc foftly near Saul ; cut off the fkirt of Da*vU‘i 
his robe, and gave him an opportunity of cfcaping alive, 
whilfl he appeafed the refentment of his men, with rc- 
prefenting to them, how heinous a crime it was to flretch 
forth a hand agaiiift their lawful prince, and the I^ord's 
anointed \ As foon, therefore, as Saul was gone out of 
the cave, he begged of him to entertain no longer fuch 
unworthy fufpicions of him, fince he had now given him 
fo fignal a proof, how much his heart abhorred the crimes 
for which he was fo unjulUy perfecuttd. This humble 
tind affei^ing fpecch, reinforced with the infallible teft’i- 
mony of the piece of his robe, melted Saul into tears of 
tendemefs and forrow : he acknowleged his fon’s fuperior 
virtue in fparing his life, and owned, that he alone was 


worthy 
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worthy to fit on the throne of Ifrael, which, he told him, , 
he was now fatisfied he would foon afcend. He, there- 
fore, as a farther proof of his generofity, find filial af- 
feftion, defired him to fvvear, that he would not revenge 
the fathcr^s injuries upon any of his children; but treat 
them with the fame tendernefs and compaflion he had 
now manifefted for their father. David readily gave him 
that fatisfa^ion. After mutual embraces, Saul returned 
to Gibeah, and David and his men retired to their firong 
hold*. 

Tr. ofvFl. About this time Samuel died, in the ninrty-feventh or 
Ante^^br of Visage, and was buried at Ramah, 

1059, ' his own houfe or prden. He had judged Ifrael for 
. twenty years from Eli’s death, and had lived about thirty- 
Smmutrs fix after his anointing daul to the regal dignity. As for 
rfwtA. Dayid, haring, in all probability, received intelligence 
of Saul’s rclapfe, he removed farther from the neighlwur- 
hood of Engcdi, towards the wildernefs of Paran, near to 
Maon or Carmel, which was alfo in the tribe of Judah. 
Thence he fent a meflage to a wealthy Carmelite, called Na- 
bal, who was then making a feaft to his fheep-ihearers, de- 
firing him to fend him and his men fome portion of his good 
chear ; but the man, being naturally covetous and brutal, 
tlifmiired the mefienger with fuch a churlifii anfwcr, ai 
would have proved fatal to him and his family, had not 
his wife, Abigail, made haftc to carry, in perfon, a fup- 
ply of rcfrcftimcnt, which prevented all farther mifehief, 
and charmed David with her difereet and modeft beha- 
viour. She returned to her hufband ; and next day, when 
llccp had diflipated the fumes of his wine, acquainted him 
with the danger which his rcfufal was like to have brought 
upon him. Terrified with the apprehenfion of David’s 
fcfentment, he was taken ill and died in a few days ; a 
circumftance which was no fooner known to David than 
he took Abigail to wife, Michal having, by this limci 
been given by Saul to another man. 

He was forced, foon after, to retire to Maon, into the 
defert of Ziph, whither Saul, who had by that time for-, 
got all that pafled at their lail interview, took the field 
a^atnft him Avith three thoufarid chofen men, and gave 
him a frefh opportunity of evidencing his innocence, 
Tbe fon of Jeile, accompanied by Abimai, in the dead 
of the night, entered Saul’s camp, where they found all 
peopk fafi aficep \ the king himfetf lay with his fpear 
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ftuck in the ground by his bolfter, and Abner, his general, 
with the reft of his olhcers, encamped round his tent. 

Abifliai obferved, that Providence had brought his enemy 
once more into his hand as a rittim to the (laughter, and 
that, if he mifled fo fair an opportunity of transfixing him 
to the ground with his own fpear, he might in vain bewail 
his folly. David flopped his hand ; an s contentinf?; him- ^ 
felf with carrying away his fpcar, .;nd the pitcher of water infiance 0/ 
that lay under his head, unperceived by any of Saul's Oa'vid'i 
men, foon after reached his own camp. Saul, being ap- 
prifed of this adventure, came out, and, in the mildelt 
terms, acknowleged himfelf indebted, a fecond time, for 
his life, to his generous, though much-injured fon-in- 
law. David complained of his iyjultice and cruelty, with 
expreflions fo full of duty and humility, reprefenting to 
him how much beneath a king of Ifrael it was, to hunt 
after a poor harmlefs flea, or an innocent partridge; and 
begged of him to defift from pcrfecuting a man to death, 
who was not only innocent, but w^ho mewed fuch a ten- 
der regard for his life when it was in his power, that 
Saul could not refift fo llrong an evidence of his fon’s 
fuperior virtue, wdiich he muft have admired even in an 
enemy. He (hewed the mod lively marks of remorfe; 
acknowleged his folly and injufticc, promifed never to 
feek his life any more, and parted from him with feeming 
tokens of love and friendliiip. 'David, however, not dar- 
ing to rely too far on his fair promifes, retired once 
more to Achifli, king of Gath, dcfigning to abide with Refiret($ 
him till Providence (liould give a better turn to bis Caih. 
affairs. The hofpitable reception he met wdth from that 
prince has been mentioned in another place ; but here, 
though be found fo generous a friend and prote£\or, yet 
an unexpefted misfortune bcfel him, which was like to 
have proved as fatal to him, as if he had fallen into his 
enemy’s hand 

He remained at Ziklag, the place allotted him by the 
king of Gath, one year and four months, during which 
he was joined by fomc of Saul s kindred, and muitituiles 
of valiant men, and commanders of the tribe of Bcnja» 
min, Judah, and Gad, w^ho ventured to pafs the Jordan 
to come to him, even at the time when it overflowed its 
banks, ^ befides fome of the tribe of Manaffeh, AVith 
thefe he ufed to make incurfiona into the countries of the 
Geflmrites, Gerizites, and AmaJekites, without the 
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Yr. of FI. knowlege of the king, to whom he pretended thefc cxpc- 
*•9** ditions were undertaken againft Judah. Achifli, in this 
AnteCbr. repofed fuch confidence in his attachment, 

that he intended to ufe him and his forces in a war againll 
Saul. 

2 kl already feen, in the hiftoryof the Amalckites, 

plu^e^ed howthefe people, in the abfence of David, facked the 
mrntburnt. city of Ziklag, and carried off all the women, children, 
and cattle ; how David, being difmiffed from the camp of 
the Philiftines, in conieqnencc of the jealoufy of that na- 
tion, and finding his city taken and plundered, was iji 
danger of being iloned by bis own people ; how, having 
confulted the Lord by means r)f Abiathar, and received a 
favourable rcfpoufe, be purfued, overtook, and defeated 
the Amalckites, and retrieved all the booty they had car- 
ried away from Ziklag. 

After this fignal deliverance, David’s affairs began to 
take a better turn*, and the death of Saul, which hap- 
pened immediately after, not only freed him from an in- 
veterate enemy, but opened a fair and eafy way to the 
$ 9 utj crown. Saul being abandoned by a great number of his 

vfrttchtd fubjeds, who had revolted to David, and feeing himfelf 

n^ion at of being attacked by a formidable enemy, which 

iAtstme. probability his rival would reinforce, began to feel 

the horrors of defpair : he had killed all the priefts except 
Abiathar, who was alfo fled to David, fo that he could 
not confult the Lord by urim •, Samuel was dead, and 
not a prophet left to advife him. In this emergency he 
would gladly have fought fur counfel from witches and 
wizzards, but he had long ago banifhed them all out of 
his dominions. At letigth, by dint of much enquiring, 
he learned there was a woman at Endor who bad a fa- 
Cw/uhs miliar fpirit. To her he went difguifed in the night, and 
ikt wiich having promifed fecrecy, prevailed upon her to raife up 
^Endor. Samuel. Seeing the prophet appear (lie fliricked with 
affright, knowing the perfon, who had employed her, 
could be no oth^r than the king himfelf. When flic com- 
plained flie had been impofed upon, Saul defiied fhe 
would proceed, alluring her flie fliould be fafe, and alked 
what flie had feen : flie aufwered, “ an old man covered 
with a mantle,” whom Saul underffood to be Sapiuel, 
ind to whom he bowed himfelf to the ground. The ap- 
pi0^i t4 parition alking why he had difturbed and called him up, 
^ Saul owned, that the dillrefs he was in from the PbihL 
tine army, and his being deftltute of counfel from God, 
had obliged him to have rccourfe to this expedient to ob- 
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tarn Ills adyice, that be know what courfc be ihould 
' take under ihofe difficulties. Samuel repliedj Why 
doft thou alk my advice, feeing thy difobedience hath 
alienated God from thee, and that thy kingdorn is given 
to David ? And nOw the Lord is going to give up the 
Ifraelites into the hands of their enemies, and thou and 
thy fons ftiall be with me to-morrow (P)*\ At thefe laft 
words the afflidlcd king, who had cat nothing all that 
day, fainted away, and falling flat on the ground, remain- 
ed fpcechlefs for fomc time. His men, at length, can^ 
and raifed him up, and the old woman befought him, in 
the humblcft terms, to take fome fuiflenancc before he 
went away ; he complied with her importunity, and ic- Yr. of FI. 
freihed himfelf, thtfn departing, reached the army before 1193. 
break of day ^ A dreadful batfle foon ^fued, and the AnteChr* 
Ifraelites were totally defeated. Saul feeing his army 
routed, and apprehenfive of being taken alive, and ill 
ufed by his enemies ( QJ, fell upon his own fword, and fiaiaMd 
put an end to his unfortunate life. The viftolious Phi- diotht 
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(P) There is hardly a paf- 
fage io the Old Tcftament that 
has been more canvalTcd, by 
authors of all ages, than this 
wc are upon; and, when a 
man ha® read them all, he will 
be forced to own, that there 
are difficulties in whatever fenfe 
he take® the hiftory of this ap- 
parition. Some fuppofe the 
whole to have been the delu- 
fion of a ju£jg1er; other® think 
the apparition was a familiar 
fpirit under the command of 
the forccref® *■ but the greater 
number of critic® infill upon it® 
h aving been the vciy foul of Sa- 
muel; a fuppofixion thatw- 
dently daffies with the alfcrtion 
of certain learned writcra, who 
affirm, that the Ifraclit^ had 
no idea of a future ffcaic- It 
ttvuffi be obfbrved, however, 
that in the fortx-fiitb chsfter 

CO Vide Cbald. Piwpb. Mi&ft. * tl. i® loc^ 
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of EcclefiafKcua, it is exprefl^ 
faid, that Samuel, ‘‘after hiS 
death, prophefied, and (hewed 
the king hi® end.” 

( QJ Nomithftanding what 
has been faid in our hiftory of 
the Philiftines, of SauPa re- 
ceiving feveral wound® before 
he fell upon his fword, wc beg 
leave to obferve here, that 
in this place, and in the Chro- 
nicles, where the account of 
Saul’® death i® repeated, the 
root of the verb is chul, whifcb 
fignifie® to ht in drtadf in 
and alludes to the travail of a 
woman, &c. and not challal, 
to *uooundw So that it doth not 
appear that he WM at all 
wounded, but only m the ex- 
trenaity of fw, when he (Stw 
bimfelf fo thick befft with 
enemies thatthcre wai noway 
toefcape(iy. 


Uftinoi 



^86 


The Hifiory of the Jews 


tyaviits 

0f$ur»mg 
IfjfrSaul 
ofd Jua» 
tkM^ 


J/kboJhtih 
Jut a ids 

W. 


Uftlnes could not forbear wreaking their refentment on hJj 
dead body, and fhofe of his fons, which they mangled \ 
and expofcd upon the walls of Betb-bhan. But the 
grateful Jabefhites, remembering how Saul had faved 
them formerly, from lofing their eyes and liberty, fent 
feme of their braveft men, who brought off the bodies, 
which were honourably interred, and a fall of feven days 
was kept in memory of their death, 

David had been returned from the flaughtcr of the 
plunderers of Zilflag about two or three days, when he 
received the news of Saul’s and Jonathan’s death, by an 
Amalekite, who alfo brought him the king’s crown and 
bracelets. How glad foever David might be to h^ar of 
his enemy’s death, yet that of his beloved Jonathan touch- 
ed him to the heart : and the great defeat of the Ifraelites, 
caufed a general mourning and failing in his whole 
army. As for the meffenger, he, who pretended to have 
given Saul his lall wound at his own defire, he was 
puniihed with immediate death, for having lifted up his 
hand againft the Lord’s anointed 

David having mourned for Saul, confulted the Lord 
which way he mould fleer his epurfe next ; and was com- 
manded to remove to Hebron, where he was again anoint- 
ed king of Judah by that tribe, who came to him in mul- 
titudes, whilft Abner, Saul’s general, proclaimed that 
king’s fon, Iflibofheth, who was then forty years old, 
king of Ifrael, at Mahanaim. • Thus was the kingdom di- 
vided between two fovereigns, each enjoying his own 
Iharc quietly, without molelling the other,* during the 
fpacc of two years \ the tribe of Judah cleaving to David, 
and the reft, generally, adhering to Iflibofheth. The firll 
.popular ’ftep which David took, was to fend a melTage of 
thanks tO'the inhabitants of Jabefli-Gilead, for the regard 
they had paid to the bodies of the deceaf^ king and his 
(bns. Then he married Maacah, the daughter of Talmai 
king of Gefhur, by whom he had Abfalom and Tamar. 
At the end of two years, Abner, having repaffed the Jor- 
dan with his army, encamped on one fide of the pool of 
Giboon j and Joab» the fon of Zeruiah, David’s general, 
took poft ovtr-againil him, on the other. * 

» Hitherto no hoftilities hadpalTed, nor had any war been 
placed between the two mpnarc^s, fo that their fub- 
cm boih hdes. being Ifraelites, there was a ncceffity 
0^ making fbinc kind of hoftile overture which might 
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Vring bn an engagement; the two generals, therefore; 
bethought thcmfelvcs of the following ftrange expedient : 
they agreed to fend twelve men out of each army, to 
meet in a proper place between them, Under pretence of 
performing fome warlike exercife ; but they were no 
i'ooner come within reach of one another, than each man 
took his antagonift by the head, and fheathed his fword 
in his body* fo that they were all killed upon the fpot. In 
memoryjfof this bloody feat the place was called Hclcatli- 
Hazzurim, the field of Jirang men. A dreadful battle im- 
mediately enfued, in, which Abner’s army was totally 
routed, and he himfelf forced to fly for his life. The pur- r>/feated 
fuit lafted till fun-fet, aS far as the hill of Ammah, within ffjf 
fight of Giah, along the wdldcrnefs of Giheon. Ikrc the 
Iknjaminites rallied under Abner^ and pofting themfclves 
on the rifing of the hill, refolvcd to make a llout defence ; 
but their general, who was weary wdth fighting, called 
to Joab, and defired him to put a flop to the daughter of 
his brethren, whofe deflruflion could not but raufehitter- 
nefs in the end. Joab, accordingly, caufed the trumpet 
to found a retreat; after which Abner and his men took 
the way of Mahanaim, arid Joab returned to Hebron. 

There were but nineteen men killed on David’s fide, but 
Benjamin loft three hundred and fixty. From that time 
t)avid grew daily ftrongcr, and Iftiboflieth became weaker ; 
but the war between thofe two princes did not end till the 
death of the latter, which happened foon after this event. 

In the mean time Abner, having entered into a crimi- 
nal intercourfe with one of Saul’s concubines, namctl Riz- 
pah, was reprimanded for it by Ifhboflicth, and refented the 
rebuke fo highly, that he fwore he wouldj from that mi- 
nute, become a friend to David ; he accordingly fent 
meflengers privately to him to concert a revolt, and foon 
found the following pretence for going to him unfuTpeded. 

David demanded of Ifhboftieth his wife Michal, whom IfhUJhfth 
Saul, during his 6xller had. married to another; and 
Abner, liaving obtained an order to convey her fafe to her 
firft hufband, went, accompanied with twenty men, and 
prefented her to David, by whom he was gracioufly re- 
ceived- In his return home, Joab fent fdr him back to 
Hebron, under fome friendly pretence, and killed him '“as 
icon as he was come^to the gate of the city, under colour 
of revehging the dea^ of his brother Afahel, whom 
Abner had lately flam. David being informed ofthtsaiTai^ 
filiation, protefted his own innocence, and vented his rc- 
lentiiient in imprecations againft the perpetrator ; then he 
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(;^ufed Abner to be decently buried, and attended bis 
cOr|»feto the grave with all ttrelnarkfi of furrow and ic^- 
fpeiSi: % 

fi»r4fred The death of Abner haftened the fate of Ifhbofheth* 
*jf Satmah the chief fupport of whofe throne waa now taken away. 

Baanah andnichab, two of his captains, confpiring againft 
fiis life, affaflinated him as he lay afleep in his chamber, 
and carrying his head to Hebron, prefented it to David, 
from whom they expe^ied fome very conliderablt recom- 
pence. But the king of Judah, abhorring their treachery, 
ordered them to be put to death \ their hands and feet 
were hung up over the pool of Hebron ; and the head of 
lihbofheth was buried in the fepulchre of Abner. 

David David by this time had reigned over Judah in Hebron 
rfigns ovtr about feven years and a half. When the reft of the tribes 
heard of Ifhboflieth’s death, they aflembied, and came to 
anoint him king over all Ifrael. Thefe are faid to have 
amounted to the number of three hundred and twenty 
thoufand men, and upwards^ all ready armed, and ex- 
pert warriors, out of all the twelve tribes, except part of 
that of Benjamin, which ftill adhered to the houfe of 
Baul. DavM received them with joy, and feafted them at 
Hebron during three days \ not only bis own and the 
neighbouring tribes, but even fome of the more diflant, 

> pouring in plenty of provifions upon this occafion. 
Shritttkm Next year, David went and befieged Jerufalem, a place 
of fuch Itrengtb, that it had hitherto withftood the united 
force of Judah and Simeon. Here Joab difplayed fo 
much bravery and conduct, that he was made general in 
chief of Ifrad *: he defeated the Jcbufitcs, and carried by 
aflault the fbitrcfs of Sion j or Zion, which David made 
his rChdence from that time. He enlarged' and fortified 
it from Millo round about, and called it the dty of Da^ 
yidf Whilfr, Joab rebuilt the reft of the city, furrounded 
h with a ftroug wall ; and from ^lat time it became the 
metropotis of Judsea 

0M9i4*s I>arid'a fuccefs fo alarmed the PhiJiftmcs, that they 
fiittifi a- icfijlved cniBi' him at once 5 with dds view they came 
fuddenly Uptm him, took Bethlehem, and put a garrifoi^ 
ano itj b^re he could make smy tdiltanee, whilfthc 
waa fmrcfed to retire to the cave cf Adullain for prefent 
It was here, that, Imidtsgeifreied a longmg de- 
afer Come of the water the wetl^ Bethlcdicm, three 
dj^i^hiefr ventoied tfamljgk the enerniet heft, which 
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MS encamped along the valley of Eephaimi and fetched 
him fome water from thence. Soon after this incident, 
having received a favourable anfwer from God, he fell 
upon, and fo cfFcfiilally difeomhted the Phtliftincs at two 
different onfets, that they were never more able to make 
bead agahift him, or any of his fucceflbra David find- 
ing himfclf thus ilrengthened, his army numerous and 
well dilcjplined, under the condudf of more than thirty 
warriors, who had all fignalized thcmfelves by extraordi- 
nary exploits, and his enemies fo thoroughly weakened i 
made a firm alliance with Hiram king of Tyre, by whom 
he was fumiflied with cedars and other woods, and with 
expert woriemen to build him a palace in his own city. 

He likewife increafed the numbep of his wives and con- 
cubines, by whom he had many children at Jerufalem, 
befides thofc that were born to him in Hebron. 

Such a feries of fuccefies, and the univerfal peace which His gratis 
then reigned through the whole kingdom, infpired him 
with the defire of making his city the centre of God's 
worftiip, by tranfporting thither the facred ark, which had 
continued almoft fifty years at Kirjath-Jearim, and plac- 
ing it in one of the bed apartments in his new palace. 

He confulted the elders and chiefs of Ifrael, and being 
anfwered with the univerfal approbation of the aflcmbly, 
difpatched meffengers through the whole kingdom, to in- 
vite all the priefts and Levjtcs, and as many of the people, 
as were fo difpofed, to come to the folcmniry. The ark 
was accordingly fet upon a new cart, in order to be 
brought (From Abinadab^s houfe to Jcrufalcm, accom- 
panied by David and his court, by multitudes of pricils 
and Levites, who fung and played upon various inftru- 
mentSf and by a numerous concourfe of people from all 
parts of the kingdom. But their joy was fufpended by 
an accident, which filled the king and aflembly with fear 
and aftonilhmcnt. The ark was come to Nachon's tbrcfti- 
ing-floor, when the oxen that drew it, ftarting at fomc» 
thing, had like to have overturned the carriage. In order 
tp prevent this accident, Uzzah, one of Abinadab'a fonsj, 
wdio drove it^^elapped his hand ti^on the ark m a furprizOf 
and was his prefumption jniitten vitb immedtate 

David couldiftot forbear cxprcflli^ a more thati 
ordinary grief at this ^^verity, and reeved to haye 
the atk depofited In the iioule erf CXied-Edoin, the fon 
of Jeduthun *, wlwrc it continued about tirec months* 

• 1 Cbron, idv. loi irfeq* * ■ CSiroii*zm* 
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Finding that God had blefled that Lcvite In ah extfaorv 
dinary manner, ever fince the ark had been under hU 
roof*, and being dcfirous to procure forhimfelf a lliare of 
thofc divine bleffings, he caufed it to be brought to hia 
own houfe. Ho^e^er, he took care to have it performed 
in a more regular manner, by preparing a fumptuous ta- 
bernacle for it (X); and caufmg the priefts to bear it ac- 
cording to God’s command, offering facrifices at every 
fix paces. He himfelf put on a linen ephod, and danced 
before it to the found of inftruments j infomuch that 
Michal, who faw the procelRon through a window, could 
not forbear defpifing and refleding upon him, for adling, 
as file thought, a part fo far l^ncath the dignity of a king 
of ifrael. As foon as the ark was dcpofited in the taber- 
nacle,, he offered a large quantity of burnt and peace-of- 
ferings ; and having feafted the great concourfe of people 
who had come from all parts to the city, difmiffed them 
to their own homes ^ (Y). 

He fent afterwards for the prophet Nathan, to confult 
with him about building a ftately temple to the Lord; 
and that feer at firft highly applauded his pious dcCgn j 
tut God, who appeared to hjrn that night, diredfed him 
^tell the king, that, though. his intentions were highly 
acceptable to him, yet, forafrauch as he had fp often de^ 
filed his hands with bipod, he did not think him a proper 
perfon for fuch a work, but that he would raife him up a 
fon and fucceffor, who fhould be blcfled with wifdom, af- 
fluence; profperity, and peace, and build a tdmplc to the 
Lord. David proftrated himfelf before the Lord, and, 
jn the humhleft terms, acknowleged his extreme unwor* 
tblncfs of all thefe promifed mercies. From thenccfor*f 
ward he began to make preparations for that fumptuous 
apd laid up for it immenfe quantities of gold| 
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( 3 C) It may be wondered, cording to their fcveral funcr 
that thvki chofc to ereA a new tiont. He alfb chofe a number 
tabernacle for the ark,^ kiflcad of and players upoii 

femfipg for that w^Wh Mo- mufied Inftruifients, to cele- 
^ liad coufod 10 bimade la bra« the praifes of God in 
t hfl jj ■ ’ thar Hem®, co fet fuch pfalmfi 

/ fX) The ark being thus and hymn® as he, or any other 
|bi^ in this new r^pofito^, ipfmred perfon, com{>o<cd, m 
care was to appoint order .to have thsem t'ung upon 
cWtiles of prrefis aiui Le- feftivals, and other ibleron oc- 
to o^iclaie bt^ye it, ic- ca(^» 
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ffivcr, copper, precious ftoncs, wood, and other mate- 
rials. In thofe fuccefsful Wars, which he waged againft 
the Philiflines, Moabites, Amalekites, the kings of Zo- 
bah, ‘Syria, and Edom, he amaffed fuch a prodigious 
quantity of the richeft fpoil, part of which he never niled 
to dedicate to this defign, that the wealth which he left 
at his death is almOft beyond belief. His ceconomy was 
not inferior to his fuccefi? ■, he found that the maintenance 
of r- numerous army would exhauft: his treafury, and 
caufe too great a lhate of the lands to lie uncultivated j 
to prevent which inconveniences, he appointed twelve 
bands, each of twenty-four thoufand men, making in all 
two hundred and eighty-eight thoufand, With proper of- 
ficers over them, to ferve each their refpe£i:ive months in 
the year j at the expiration of which, they were difmifl'ed 
to their own private affairs during the other eleven months. 

He likewife appointed twelve expert perfons to regulate 
his finances, under Azmaveth and Adoram ; and judges 
in every tiibe, to adminifter juftice to the people j befides 
thofe of his great council, who had charge of the affairs 
of religion and the flate y the former, under the two 
high-priefts, Zadok the fon of Ahitub, and Ahimelech 
the fon of Abiathar ; and the latter under proper officers. 

Joab was general of the army y Jehofliaphat chief fecre- 
tary, Seraiah recorder, Benaiab commander of tbeCbere- 
thites and Pelethites (Z)i wbilft fome of the king’s fons 
were fet over all thefe officers 

David at length remembering his engagements to Jo- GratMe 
natlian, now fought out that prince’s only fon Mephibo- to jona- 
fherh, whom he fent for to court, and caufed all the 
lands of his royal grandfather to be rcflored to him, com- 
nianding Ziha, his head fervant, to improve them to the 
heft advantage for his mafter. He moreover appointed 
him a table in his own palace, among his own fons > 
kindneffes which bound that young prince to his intercu 
to the day of his death 

1* 1 Chron. icxvii. paflT. * » Sara, ix, palT. 

(Z) It is not cafy to guefi helps, we may remamjti the 
who thde were. The Chal- dark long cnoo^h^ We fun- 
dee . paraphrafl renders thefe jpfe the Chcrethites were Phi- 
wotjds by archrrs and y IilUncB ioliftcd in the ^ 

and the rabbles uoderftaiid by but/ whether captives of war, 
them, abfurdlv enough, fome, auxiliary ifoopa, of a kind ot 
the urim and ihummim ; and life-guard, we will not tencure 
others, the grand fanhedrim ; to dcicmiine* 
and, if. we have no bccier 
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FI. His gi^tkiide to the king of the. Ammonites did ooIy 
iSii* meet with the f^me returns: Nahaih, from whom David 
AnreCbr. received feme fignal favours, being dead, he fent an 
embafly to Hanun his fon, with offers of renewing their 
ancient friendlhip ; but that weak prince, unjuiuy fuf^ 
pe£iing the ambaffadors were come upon fome bafer de-. 
fign, treated them in a mod (hameful manner, cauling 
their beards to be ftiavcd, and fent them away. This af- 
front, h<^wevcr, turned to David’s advantage : Joah be- 
ing fent 'to revenge it at the head of a powerful army, 
gained a complete vi^ory over the Ammonites, and their 
confederates. The Syrians came againft him with frefli 
forces, in the coitrfe of the next year and were fo ef- 
fcjfiually defeated, that they were glad to obtain a peace 
on condition of becoming his tributaries. The Ammon- 
ites would have embraced the fame terms ; but David 
was too much exafperated and too fuecefsful, not to pur- 
fue his vix^ory to the utmoft. He detached Joah to in- 
vade their country, and that general haraffed them with 
fuch feverity, as reduced them to the loweft ebb of dif- 
trefs 

Vr. of FI. Whilft Jpab was employed in the fiego of the metropo- 
1313. Us of the unfortunate children of Ammon, a place of fuch 
Ante Chr. ftrength, that it held out two years, David was enamour- 
cd at home of a beautiful woman, called Bathflieba, whom 
he^had obferved bathing one evening in her garden. She 
was the daughter and wife of two of his braveft captains, 
Eliam and Uriahs who were then with Joah at the fiegej 
Bh adul- but the king’s palHon proved too violent to admit of any 
Ufjn check from reafon or religion, or even of delays and 
therefore he gratihed it without beUtation, Her fudden 
prcguancy, and the danger (he was in, of being put to 
death f<>r tt, according to the law of Mofes, fuggefi:ed an 
expedient which he forthwith put in praftice. He fent 
for her hufband from the (lege, under pretence of inform- 
ing himfelf how it proceeded,, but in reality, in hopes 
this man would fpend a night or two with his wife » hut, 
whether Uriah had any fufplcion of the wrong done to 
hi^, jor whetheTt indeed, he thought it beneam the bra- 
very iff, a captdn to folace himfelf at home, whilff his 
^eHend and fellow^fpldkrs were exppfed <x) the fatigues 
of a fiege, he remained all night at #e gate of the nalacp 
^ tei% of the king^s guard, l^vid made a lecond 
nttt jdafi |)Qkakh>& him eat al t^hle^ aii4 
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k^enty of wine ; but Uriah fpent that night alfo with tho 
guards. The Idng thus difappointed| refolved to facri- 
ficc his life to that of his faithicfs wife. Accordingly, 
next morning, he difpatched him with a letter <;o Joao, 
wherein he ordered that general, to expofc this brave 
pfEcer to fome imminent danger, and to leave him to the 
fuiy of the befieged. The feheme fucceeded, and Uriah andmr* 
fell. David having received the news of his death, foon 
fheltcred the woman from danger, by mmng herji^is wife**. 

God, highly provoked by the comimfiion of Tuch hei^ 
nous crimes, made choice of the prophet Nathan to go 
and denounce his fevere judgments againfl him, at ^e 
time when that monarch, infenfible of his guilt, was in- 
dulging in the fruit of his adultcfy. The prophet accoll- Haih§nU 
cd nim with the parable of a wealthy man, who had parabstieat 
fpared bis own numerous flocks, and (eized upon an only 
favourite lamb of a poor neighbour, to feed a hungry * 
gueft. He embelliihed his ftory with fuch aggravating 
circumftances, that the king in anger, pronounced fen- 
tence of death againft the perfon who had been guilty of 
fuch an unnatural violence. The words were no fooner 
out of his mouth, than Nathan made him fenfible, that 
he had pronounced it againft himfelf, by telling him, 
with a prophetic boldnefs, ‘‘ Thou,thyfclf, art the man*^ 

He faid he had not only defiled the bed of a faithful cap- 
tain, but alfo murdered him by an enemy's fword, that 
he might take the adultrefs into his bofom ; he concluded 
with denouncing the effeiSs, of the divine refentment 
againft him, declaring that Uriah's murder would prove 
an endUfa fourcc of bloodfhcd in his own pofterity ; and 
that his adultery, how private foever, (hould be expiated 
with the open defilement of his own wives and concur 
bines, by thofe of bis own family, and in the face of the 
fun. 

This terrible fentence brought David to fuch a deep Hurtpmh 
fenfc of his guilt, that he exclaimed in his aiiguifli, “ 1 
have finned againft the Lord!” but his finccrc remorfe, 
obtained an immediate alleviation of the punifhinent. 

However, the unhappy fruit of his cottimcrcc with Batb- 
Iheha was doomed to death. David tried in vam to obtain 
a reprieve for him, by p*^yM ^d t^ars, by fafting, wear^ 
ing iackcloth, lying on the gtonirii and other mariw of 
repentance* As for the other part of the fentence, wbactf 
felated to bis wives, it was foon after fulfilled by bis un^ 
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natural foti Abfalom. Bathfheba found bcrfelf prcgnani 
agaiui and he called the fon, that flie then bore to him, 
Solomon, a name fignificative of his future peaceable 
reign, to which Nathan added that of Jedidiah, or " be-i 
loi^cd of th6 lord 

David, what hopes foever he might have conceived, 
that his repentance had happily difarmed the divine anger, 
yet never ceafed feeling fome of the fevereft and moll 
fenfible ftrokes of it, to the lad periods of his life *, not fo 
much from his enemies without, as from his own chil- 
JfMfOM'i dren. Amnon, his elded fon, had fcarcc attained his 
eighteenth year, when he laid the foundation of all the 
domcdic troubles of bis indulgent father, by committing 
inced with one of his own liders. David had twQ chil- 
dren by Maacah, the princefs of Gelhur, namely, Abfa- 
lom and Tamar the beauty of which lad became the up- 
happy caufe of fo much mifehief. Amnon was obferved 
to pine away fecretly, adiamed to difcover the caufe of his 
trouble, wnen Jonadab, the fon of Shimeah, David s 
brother, having difeovered the fatal fecret, not only en- 
couraged him with hopes of enjoying her, but fuggeded the 
infamous expedient of ufing violation. Having decoyed 
her into his chamber, he ravifhed her in fpite of all her 
tears, fupplications, and rcfidance. The gratification of his 
impious paflion, was fucceeded by averlion and dlfgud. 
He ordered her to be turned out Of his houfe, a prey to 
the kfeeneft forrow aikl defpair. She tore her virgin robes, 
covered her head with dud, and filled the air with cries 
and lamentations. In this diftra£Iion fhc repaired to Ab- 
faldm's houfe, who, being her brother, both by father 
and mother, was the propered perfon to procure her rc- 
if any could be had. lhat prince, who was no 
kf« politic than haughty and revengeful, contented him- 
fdf mrthe prefent with defiring her to conceal her grief, 
feeing it was a brother who was the caufe of it, and to 
fpeJiQ the remainder of her days in folitude with him 5 
which advice ihc followed { whilft he, young as he was, 
fo artfully concealed his thoughts, that Amnon had not the 
haft fofpicion of his refenbnent. When the report of this 
iufamoas a&ion reached David’s ears, he was exceedingly 
tf^bledi but Amnion was his fon^ and he could 

Jrwraii upon himfelf to infliiSI any othet punifhment 
thrill that of his dtfpleafure. 

* •8iin.su. tta; IbidiSiii. i,&req(). 
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Such remiflhefs on the part of his father, added frelh 
fuel to Abfalom’s hatred, though two years clapfcd before 
he could find a proper opportunity for executing his re- 
venge. At length he invited his father) and all hi® 
brothers, to a (heep-fliearing feaft, which he was to make 
at Baal-Hazor. He excufed the king, who declined goin^, 
from a principle of occonomy ; but he inlKtcd, in parti- 
cular, upon his brother AmnonVs coming with the reft of 
his brethren, and eafily obtained his content. He received Yr. ofll. 
them with an air which ftiewed nothing lefs than his real ijil. 
intention; but, as foon as wine had raifed their mirth to Ante Clir. 
the defired pitch, he gave a fignal tofome of his fervants, 
who immediately fell upon Aninon and ftabbed him to 
death, wbilft the reft of the kloig’s fons made all polliblc murdirtd 
hafle to mount their mules, and rode away to Jerufalem, by Abfa* 
Before they could reach the city, word had been brought 
to the king, that Abralom had caufed all his brethren to 
be alTaflinated and David, upon receiving this dreadful 
account, abandoned himfelf to the moll violent expref- 
fions of grief. The fervants that were about him fympa- 
thifed with his forrow, and ftood round him with their 
cloaths rent. Jonadab only, the infamous inftrument of 
Amnon’s inceft, rightly guefied that he alone had proved 
the vi£lim of Abfalom's revenge. He acquainted the 
king with his thoughts, which were foon after confirmed 
by the arrival of the reft of the young princes, who told 
him all that had happened. The king mourned for feme 
time the lot's of his eldcft fon, wbilft his murderer went 
and fheltercd himfelf under the proteQion of his grand- 
father, the king of Gelhur, where he continued three 
iivhole years 

At length Joab, obferving that the king c^refled left 
grief for his dead fon, than uneafinefs for him who was 
abfdnt, concluded, that, if he codld work upon him to 
recall him by any ftratagem that could but fave his honour, 
it would be an -acceptable fcrvice to them both. To com- JoaVs 
pafs this aim, he inftruded a notable woman, whop fie fratagm 
had fent for from Tekoah, a place not far from jerufa- 
Jem, to addrefs hcrfelf to the king, in the charaaer of a 
diftrelTed widow, juft on the brink of being bereaved of 
her only fon, who was in danger of being pu^t to death 
for having jtilled his brother m a fray, by ■which there 
would be a total end of her hulband^s name and family, 
ghe told her ftory with fucb pathetic expreffibas of grief, 

that 
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timt David, moved ivith compalfion, gave her his royal 
word, that her furving fon Ihould be flieltcred from aJl 
ftilure profecution He had fcarce bound it with an oath, 
when, according to her inftru£lions, flie took the liberty, 
though in the huxnblcft terms, to reprefcnt to him the 
wrong he did himfelf, by (uiFering his own fon to con- 
tinue longer in his banifliment, feeing that could by no 
means recall the dead, whofe life, once gone, was like 
water fpilt upon the ground, which could not be gathered 
Up again. The king, perceiving Joab was at the bottom 
of this ftratagem, interrogated the woman, who acknow-» 
leged the truth, adding, that the king was as an angel 
01 God, from whom it was impoffible to conceal any 
thing. Joab, who was prefent all this while, took this 
opportunity of falling proftratc before him, feemingly to 
beg pardon for his (Lratagem, but really to lay hold on 
bis promife in favour of Abfalom ; and David imme- 
diately ordered him to be fetched from his banifliment, 
but with this condition ; that he Ihould not approach the 
Icing’s perTon, but retire to his own houfe, fo chat he did 
not fee the king for two whole years after his return (H), 
Being tired, at length, with living fo long in difgrace, 
and having repeatedly fent in vain for Joab to come 
to him, he could fina no other way of bringing him, but 
Yr. of FI. cauhng fome of his adjacent com to be fet on nre. Joab 
i3*l- foon arrived at the news of this unexpected treatment, 
paflionate expoftulations on both fidea, it 
^ , ^ was agreed that the king ihould be applied to in favour of 

i 0 $f 0 hm accordingly reinftated in his father’s 

ttipitalid 'affection \ 

H'khfa^ This reconciliation could not but convince Abfalom of 
fadier^s extraordinary fondnefs ; but tbat ungrateful 
prince only &iight how to make the molt unnatural ad- 
vantage of itp He immediately procured a fumptuouf 
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(IB The text hw takes po- 
dec of his exceffive and cn- 
beauty, which fo cap- 
tls^tedilte vhcafts of ^ pco^ 

t ^to yi%. that i| tinted 
i wim me fyfk lemsmems 
tmatwsl . rebeUion* 
Ta a d^ui^ In this 

(t) a Sitttiuv, jy. 


place(r),Whctemehtion is made 
of AbfaJoiii’s three fons, and 
of one daughter# named Ta- 
mar^ whereas^ it isliud, iD ati- 
ocherdbee thatbeteared 
up a^jiUir In kmg’ft dak, 
to pen^uatB hk name, be- 
caufe io had no raakiflltte* 
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tijuipage of chariots, horfc5> and ruiming-footmcni to 
'attraa the eyes of the people, and, by an affcacd popu- 
larity, and Iccming compaffion for ibofc who came to the 
king for juftice, it was not long before he perfuaded the 
nation in general^ that they would he much happier under 
his government. This condufl: he purfued fomc years (I) : Yr. of Pt, 
at laft, finding bimfclf ftrong enough to break out into 
open rebellion, he obtained leave of his too eafy father to 
go and perform a pretended vow in Hebron, where he had 
appointed the chiefs of his party to meet him*, whilft amdrthtk 
others, difperfed through the tribes, were ordered to a^aii^ 
proclaim him king, as foon as they fhould hear the (ignal 
given by the found of the trumpet. At his arrival in He- 
bron, he fent for Ahithophel ; and the defe£Hon of that 
great politician, who had been oheof David*s chief coun* 
fellors, did not contribute a little to increafe the number 
of confpirators. David was then at Jcrufalem, wheti 
news was brought to him of his fon’s rebellion. Afraid 
either of being furprifed in the city, or of being the 
caufe of misfortune to the inhabitants, he left his palace to 
the Care of ten of his concubines, and made what baile he 
could into the open country, attended by a handful of men. 

Among thefe were the high-priefts, Zadok and Abia- . 
thar, at the head of a number of Levites, who had broughlt 
the ark of God, with them. David, however, did not 
think fit that they fhould follow him, but commanded 
them to bear the ark to Jerufalcm, whence they might 
fend him intelligence of all that paflTed, by their two Tons, 

Ahimaaz and Jonathan, and affift him with their counfel, 
as they were endowed with the gift of prophecy, whilft he 
went and concealed himfelf in iome of the plains of the 
wllderneft. As foon as the priefts had departed, Dayid 
received intelligence that Ahithophel was gone over to 
his fon ; upon which he prayed earneftly to God to con- 
found whatever counfel that old ftatefman ihould give to 


(1) The text fays forty 
years j but the learned Ufher 
has (hewn, that it can be 
pnly meant from David's be- 
ing firft anoiotod by Samuel, 
•od not from hit reconciliation 
toAbfidoiii, for this rebellion 
happened about four years 
efforit. That prelateobfemt, 
thtt it ^ before^ dr about 
WWuntide, by the new 


fruits and parched com which 
Barzillai brought to David in 
his Sight. 

We may likewife obfbeye 
here, that Abfalom itthe fitft 
who iutrodtured the ufe e€ 
horfes in Ifipel; dH dien dm 
kin gs uied to ride on 
and dm greiueft noblet upon 
afics, as wehavefoen in cht 
hi^iy of the Judges. 
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tiic con^iratpts ; and rqpaircd^ foon after, he and Eii 
Imall U’oop, to Mount Olivet. The marcti was mournful| 
beyond exprellion ^ the king, bathed in tears, went up 
^ith his head covered, and his feet bare, whilft his for- 
irowful retinue expreffed their deep concern>i by the 
ftrongefl: expreffions of real grief. When they reached 
the top, and nad offered up their prayers to God, Provi- 
dence fent him an old friend, named Hufhai, who came 
with his cloathsrent, refolved to fliaie in his misfortunes. 
David, though fatished with his fidelity, did not think fit, 
however, to take him into his retinue, but rather begged 
of hini to join his rebellious fon, where he might do him 
much greater fervicc, by thwarting the counfels of Ahi- 
thophel, and by informing him, by means of the two 
high-priefts, of every thing that fhould be refolved upon 
among the rebels. Hufhai readily accepted the office, 
and acquitted hinlfelf of it with fubh faithful zeal, thai 
he proved one main inflrument of their overthrow ^ 

In the mean time, whilft the forrowful monarch was on 
his march, Ziba, the treacherous fervant of Mephibofheth, 
brought him fome neceffary refrefhments ; and, being 
alkeft where his mafter, was, told him, that he was then 
at Jerufalem, where he expe£te?d to be fliortly reftored 
to the throne of Ifrael. An accident, that followed 
foon after this falfe report, helped to convince l>avid of 
Mephibofheth’s ingratitude^ At Bahurim, a village not 
far diftant from that metropolis, he was met by one of 
Saufs family, named Shimei, who had the boldnefs to 
throw ftoncs at him, accompanied with the bittereft curfes 
and imprecations, for being the author of Saul’s misfor- 
tunes. This uncxpeflcd indignity fo enraged fome of his 
Captains, that they offered to go and fmite off bis head ; 
but .David reftrained them, by putting them in mind of 
l^is more unnatural fon, who fought a tender father’s life, 
whilft this Bcnjaminite expreffed no more than a natural 
concern for Saul's life ; adding, that if the curfes came 
from God, patience and reiignation would more effectually 
atert them than fuch bloody refentment. 

By this time Abfalom and Ahitbophcl were come to 
and here it was that HUftiai went to congra- 
luhale aild offer his ferviccs to the ufurper. Abfalom, 
wbohnew him to have been a very faithful friend to his 
titber^ exjpreffed fome furprize, at firft, at this unexpe<fled 
i but was anfwered by that confnmmate politician, 

^ i Sumut. Icavi. pw bit. 

that 
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t^Tit he thought it high lime to abandon the father^a itt- 
iereft, when Providence had fo openly declared for thtt 
foil ; fo that he had now no Imore to do but to ferve him 
with the fame fidelity that he had Ihewn to his father. 

Such a declaration could not but plcafe the proud young 
prince, who admitted him into the number of his coun- 
fellors, without the leafl: fufpicion and repofed fuch 
confidence in him, that he foon after preferred his advice 
to that of Ahithophel, and loft thereby the faireft oppor- 
tunity of fecuring the vidlory, and his father's crown, to 
himfelf. As foon as they were well fettled in the king’s 
palace, a council M'as called, in which Ahithophcl ad- 
vifed the prince to rear up a pavilion on the top of the fjij 
houfe, and go and lie with his father’s concubines in the toAbfalm. 
face of the fun (K). 

The next ftep which Ahithophel propofed was, that he Hhnext 
fliould be fent, at the head of twelve thoufand chofen men, 
to fall upon David’s little army, whilft they were ftill 
weary with their flight, affuring him, tliat, as foon as 
the king was taken off, all the people would gladly come 
over to him as one man. This counfel was approved both 
hy Abfalom and all the ciders of ilrael, but, as it was 
given in Huftvai's abfence, the prince refolved to liave his 
advice. Hufhai, wifely forefeeing, llrat if Ahithopher® 
t-ounfel was followed, David muft be inevitably loft# 
omitted nothing to diffuadc Abfalom from putting it in 
execution. He told the council, that David and his 
officers were men of too great valour and experience to 
fuffer themfelves to be thus furprhsd ; that, for ought he 
knew, they had fortihed themfelves, by that time, iti 
fome caverns, or among the rocks, whence they could 
fally out, with fuch defperate fury, that it would be im- 
poflible for the affailants to ftaml the (hock ; tliut if tliey 
fhould be unhapptfy repiilfcd in this firfl enterprize, the 
fame of David’s valour would quickly fpread, to fuch a 
degree^ as to inf ufe univerfal tenor into their arrny, and 
give the exafperated king the faireft opportunity of qua H 
ing the confpiracy^ For thefc reafons, he faid, be thought 


(K) This, being eftcemed 
the greateft indignity that 
could be offered to a crowned 
bead, was fuggelled as the 
mdft effedlual means to make 
his men fight defpcrately for 
him, bccBuie they would then 
look upon the br^h ai ir^c- 


concileablc ; tfnd it would not 
be cxpcfted that Abfalom, who 
had already been guilty of 
tricide, and ^ of rebellion agaitia 
his own fathor, fliould fc tuple 
to add adultery and incefi 
his other crimes. 


it 
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H dan|eron8 to pi^mke any thing againfthim, till Ail)fi 
Iklom dKheartened hi^«fa£^8 men, by calli^J 

Wg togcAcr all IfVael from Dan to Becriheba, and pour- 
ing hia-ttoops fo' thiqk npon th^, that neitlier mcana 
# 0 r hopes might be left to efcape. His remonftrancc 
pTCTailed. Anithophel ixras the only perfon who per- 
iccivcd the dfift, and dangerous confcquepce of it. Vex- 
to fee Hufhai’s adtice preferred to his own, he 
ordered his afs to be faddled, and rode away, >pidth all 
tpeed, to his houfe, ijrhcrc, having fettled his family 
han^s ■ affairs, he hanged himfelf. 

1^# Hulhal, in me mean tirhei informed the highj^priefta 
Of what had pafled, and of the danger the king and his 
men would be in* if they did not crofs the Jordan that 
vciy night Thfefe immediately difpatchcd a maid fervant 
to their fema, Ahlmaaz and Joiwthan, who lay concealed 
for that purpbfc at En-Rogcl, with orders, that they 
Ihould go immediately and inform David of this advice. 
0awdg9U ^bua apprifed, the old king loft no time, hut crofled the 
Jordan^ with his little army, in the dead of the night; 
and next moraiagi when he came to Mahanaim, and had 
. t^en a review of them, he found that they were all fafe. 
As foon as the news of his arrival had reached that neigh- 
imarhood, fcvetal of his friends went thither, with a 
iSmely fupply of provifions, tents, couches, and other ne- 
ctary utenuU^ On the other hand, Abfalom, hearing 
that his father was removed to this place, advanced againft 
tern with an army, under the command of Amafa, and 
encamped in the land of Gilead 
David having rcfiefhed himfelf and his trdops, and fup- 
pUed the place of thofe officers who were gone over to 
AUalom, divided his army into three bodies, under the 
fOfninani|of Joab and h^ two brothers, refolving to ap-< 
near in perfon againft his rebellious fon ( but the people 
Ibi^oufiy oppmed this intention, alleging that his life 
of too great Confequence, to be hazarded at a time, 
hii enemy would prefer his fingle death before the 
of his whole army. The king acquiefeed \n this 
realQi?> and ilayed at Mahanaim with a fmalf reinforce- 
hot vidiilffr the reft of his men marched out before 
nsider their rtfye&i^ officers^, he failed not to give 
tender ef Abfalom’s life, 
hat^e^ was foon after fought in the foreft of 
die rebel army ^ difcomfitcd with 
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. ihe lofs of twenty thoufand men, killed on the fpot, be- Yr. of FI, 
Tides a great number who perifhed in the wood, and in 
their flight ; Abfalom himfelf, mounted upon a mule, 

was forced to fly towards the wood, where the bough of 

an oak having taken hold of his bufhy hair, the mule 
running with full fpeed, left him fufpended between hea- Abfahm 
ven and earth. Joab, informed of this accident, went to /jmm by his 
the place, and thruft thre^ darts through his body. Then ani 

he caufed the trumpet to found a retreat, to prevent the ^ 

farther efFufion of blood. Abfalom’s body was taken ‘ 

down, flung into a large pit, and covered with a 
heap of (tones: the reft of the rebels were no fooner 
informed of his death, than they fled every man to his 
own home. All this while the king Itaid at the gate of 
Mahanaim, impatient to hear the fuccefs of the aiTion ; 
but, in his heart, more felicitous foi the life of his un- 
natural fon, than for his own; infomuch that, when he David's 
received the news, of his death, not able to fupprefs his ^‘ntimely 
tears, he was forced to withdraw to the apartment over 
the gate, to hide his extreme weaknefs, and to give a full 
vent to his fon ow 

Joab made no difficulty to upbraid him with his weak- Reprovtd 
nefs ; and explained the bad effefts it might produce, in h 
fuch terms, that the king was forced to fufpend, or utlcaft 
conceal his affliiTion, and fliew himfelf to the people wdih 
a feeming chearful countenance. As foon ns they heard 
of his appearing publicly at the gate of the city, not only David is 
his own men, but even thofe who had followed Abfalom, adno'ivhg' 
Came in crowds, and ftrove who fhould fhew him the 
greateft affeiTion. When he perceived that all the tribes 
were ready to bring him back to Jcrufalem, he fent word 
to the two high-priells, to hallen the elders of Judah to 
I'ome and accompany him to his palace, and to promife to 
Amafa, Abfalom’s general, that, if he would come over 
to him, he fliould be his chief general in the room of 
Joab, who was difmifled from the fervice (R). 

^ ’ Hitherto 

b % Sam. xviii. per tot, 

(R) Among thofe that came given, in confidcration of his 
over Jordan to meet the king, being foremoft of all the tribes, 

Shimei was one of the firft; to congratulate him upon hii 
he came at the head of a thou- late vidlory : he was according- 
fand men of his own tribe ; ly pardoned for the pi^fent 
and. Tailing proftrate at his and his pardon was confirmed 
feet, acknowleged his crime, by an oath, Mephi^fbeth 
beeced that it might be for- came next, to cxprcls hii joy 
VoL. n. D d « 
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HitJierto nothing had appeared but univcrfal cmulatioit! 
among the tribes, to wipe off the guilt of their late defect 
tion, by fubmiffion and zeal ; but the partiality which 
David /he\ved for his own tribe, inviting it to come fore- 
molt to receive him, excited fuch jealoufy in the other 
A new re- ten, as occafioned a new rfcvolt. Sheba, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, blew the trumpet, to affemble all the male- 
contents, who immediately difeiaimed all farther intereft 
in David, and bad open defiance to him and all his ad- 
herents. He fooli faw himfelf at the head of all the ten 
tribes, that alone of Judah, which had occafioned this 
defeflion, following their king fronv Jordan to Jeru- 
falem. 

David had no fooner arrived in his metropolis, than he j 
ordered his new general to affemble what forces he could 
colledl: out of Judah, and to come to him within three 
days ; whilfl he himfelf took that time to clear his pa- 
lace of his polluted concubines, and afligned them a fuiN 
-able maintenance, and another houfc, where they might 
fpend their days in a kind of widowhood. Amala, who 
met with greater difficulty than he expected, having out- 
ftaid his time, the king gave the command of his guards, 
and of thole few troops he had about him, to Abilhai, 
Joab’s brother, another of his generals, who had com- 
manded one third of his army againft Abfvilnm, and or- 
dered him to purfue Sheba, before he could fecure him- 
felf in any fenced city. At the great (lone at Gibeon 
Joab came forth, feemingly to welcome Amafa ; and, 
taking hold of his chin with one hand, as if he intended to 
kifs him, ran his fword through his bowels with the other, 
and laid him dead at his feet. As foon as he had removed 
his body out of fight, he put himfelf at the head af the 
troops, and marched direftly to Beth-Maachah, into which 
the re^l had retired. He had fcarce begun to beficge the 
place in form, when a woman fpake to him from the top 
of the wall. She defired him to liften to the advice of an 
inhabitant of a place, which he might remember had been 
always famed for counfel andwifdom. She exhorted him 
to forbear his hoftilities againft a mother city of Ifrael j 

at the king’s return, and to and of Ziba’s perfidy, Never- 
juftify himfelf from the bafe thelefa, David ordered one 
^peruoDS of his treacherous half only of bis lands to be 
Cervant. He gave the king reftored, and allowed the trai- 
evident proofs both of his tor to keep the reft, 
fteady gratitude and fidelity. 


jpromifing 
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promifing him, upon that condition, that the head of 
Sheba fliould be flung to him over the wall Joab af- 
fented to the propofal, and, asfoon as he had received the 
arch-rebers head, raifed the fiege, and returned to Jeru- 
falem. This fuccefsful adlion, which quaflied at once a 
dangerous revolt, and reftored an imivcrfal peace to the 
kingdom, failed not to raife the credit of the difgraced ge- 
neral ; infomuch that, though he had undertaken it with- 
out order, yet the king faw himfelf forced to exprefs his 
approbation, by reftoring him to his former poll, which 
he enjoyed till that monarch’s death 

Two years after this event, a famine raged in the land Vr. of FI. 
for three years, at the end of which David confulted the * 3 * 7 * 
Lord concerning the caufe of it, and was anfwered, that 
it was for the murder of the Gibeonites, whom Saul and _ 

his bloody houfe had unjuflly caufed to be flain (S). On ^ famine 
this intimation, the king fent to know what fatisfadlion in the land. 
they required for the wrong they had fuftaiiied. They 
anfwered, that they defired neither gold, filvcr, nor any 
valuable confideration, but only that feven males of Saul's 
family might be fent to be put to death by them. The 
king loll no time, but caufed thofe vidims to be fought 
out of that unfortunate houfe; but gave exprefs orders> 
that Mephibolheth Ihould be fpared, out of gratitude to 
bis father; and, as foon as they were put to death, the 
famine was ftayed. After this tranfatlion, Da^id fought 
four fucceflive battles with the Philillines, which the 
reader may fee deferibed in the hiftory of that nation ; in 
the firft, he hazarded himfelf fo far, that he was like to 
have been killed by one of their glpntic champions, but 
Was timely fuccoured by one of his own w’arrinrs ; for 
which rcafon, his officers fwore, that he fliould never 
more expofc his perfon to fuch dangers 

David had not long enjoyed the fruit of thefe vidlorics, Da^id 
before he brought a heavier punilhment upon his king- numbers 
dom, by iffuing an order to have the people numbered, ptop u 
Joab in vain reprefented to him the danger of his difpleif- 
ing God by fuch an enquiry (T). The king would be 

obeyed j 

« 1 Sam. XX. 16—11. " » Sam. xxi. pirtot. « Ibid. 

(S) It is not eafy to fav fits, given orders to cut them 
When this flaughrer of the Gi- all off; but they give us no au- 
beonites was committed : the thorlty for this aflertioo. 

Jews indeed pretend, that Saul (T) The text fays, ih^tw 
Lid, in one of hii phrenetic IfracUtci had provoked God 1 
* D d a anger 



404 


The Hiflory of the Jezvs 

obeyeci *, and Joab, with the reft of the commlfTioncrs-^ 
were forced to execute his will. Thefe travelled through 
the land on either hde Jordan ; and, at the end of nine 
months and twenty days, brought him the fum of all the 
fighting men in the whole kingdom ; namely, of Ifracl 
eight hundred thoufand, and of Judah five hundred thou- 
fund : but this account differs from that which is given of 
the fame tranfadlion in the Chronicles. Before this 
time, David having probably felt fome evident tokens of 
the divine difpleafure % was (truck with a lively fenfe of 
his folly, which broke out in expreffions of the deepeft re- 
Yr. of FI. morfe. The prophet Gad was fent to him, to choofe, 
>33 as a puniriinient for his fin, either a feven years fa- 
Ante Chr. three months purfued by his enemies, 

or to fufFcr a three days peftilcnce. The humbled mo- 
narch owned it to be a hard choice ; but, confidering that 
war and famine feldom fall fo heavy on the great, as on 
thofe of the lower rank, chofe the peftilence, as the more 
equal punillimcnt, and more immediately under the di- 
JV/iich re£lion of heaven. No fooner had David made this 

brings a choice, than that dreadful diftemper received the divine 

p^Jiilence commiffion, and executed it with fuch amazing fwift- 

nefs, that it had deftroyed feventy thoufand men before 

the time was expired. It was now beginning to fall upon 
the inhabitants of Jerufalem, when God was pleafed to 
put a flop to it at the prayer of David; who, beholding 
the minifter of divine vengeance ftanriing by the thrdliiiig- 
floor of Araunah, a prince of the Jebufites, humbly in- 
treated the Lord, that he would fpare the innocent people, 
and let his anger fall upon himfelf, and thofe of his court, 
who bore a (hare in his guilt. Whilft he was offering up 
this fupplication, the prophet came, and commanded him 
to eredf an altar on that fpot of ground, where he had 
feen the deftroying angel ftand. David immediately 
haftened towards the thrcfhing-floor, where Araunah 
came forward to give him a refpeftful meeting ; and, as 
fooii as he underftood that monarch’s purpofe of buyhig 

c See 1 Cliron. xxvli. Z 4 . 

anger againft them ; and that there was an exprefs permlffion 
he fuffered David to be tempt- from Mofes for it, provided 
cd to tbiB deed by the devil, they paid half a fhckel for 
Though the motive, which every perfon fo numbered, 
prompted him, was difpleafuig (U) The book of the Chro- 
tothe Almighty, the deedit- nicies fays three years famine, 
felf Was oot ; on the cxintraty, 
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it, he made him an offer of the floor, the threfliing- 
43xen, caJTts, and all the wooden inftruments that were 
upon the fpot. David thanked him for his gciitro- 
fity, but told him, that it did not become the king of 
Ifrael to offer facrifices to God at other people’s coll i and 
defired him to fet a price upon it. Araunah fold him 
the floor, and all that was upon it, for fifty fliekels of fd- 
ver. David immediately reared an altar, on which he 
offered burnt-offerings and peace-offerings *, and a mira- 
culous fire, which d^feended from heaven, and con farm’d 
the vidlims, fooii gave them a manifell proof, that God 
was again reconciled to the land ^ 

David being about feventy ye-ars of age, had fo cxhaull- 
ed his ftrength, and natural heat, by a continual fcrics of 
wars, fatigues, and misfortunes, that no cloaths could 
keep him warm *, fo that his fervants were forced to feck 
out a young, beautiful virgin to cberifh him, and lie in his 
bofom. His declining ftate induced Adonijah, who was 
next in birth to Abfalom, to look upon liimlelf as al- 
ready invefted with the regal dignity. He procured a 
fumptuous equipage of chariots, guards, and running 
footmen ; whilfl David, out of a natural fondnefs for his 
children, beheld this pomp, without (hewing any dif- 
like; but his defign being fufperfled by Nathan, Zadok, 
and'fome of David’s friends, who were in young Solo- 
mon’s interefl, the prophet went and advifed Bathlheba to 
go and inform the king of Adonijah's pra< 5 lices, and to 
put him in mind of his promife in favour of her fon. 
She followed this advice ; and whilfl flie was ftill fpeaking 
to the king, Nathan came, as it had been pre-concerted, 
and gave him an account of a feall which Adomjah had 
prepared at Zoheleth, for his partifans, who intended to 
proclaim him king of Ifra<.I. The king, alarmed at this 
report, ordered Solomon immediately to be kt on his 
mule, and carried to Gihon, accompanied by his guards, 
with Zadok, Benaiah, and feme others of his chief of- 
ficers, there to be anointed king ; then to be brought back, 
fcated upon the royal throne, and proclaimed hii luc- 

ccflbr by the found of the trumpet, ■ i j- i. r a 

The king’s commands were executed with fu^ fpeed, 
that Adonijah and his company had not the lead know- 
lege of whit had pafled, till they were abrmed wuh the 
fliouts of, “ Long live king Solomon. Jonathan, the 
foil of Abiathar, went foon after to them, and gave them 


f ^ Sam. xxiv. per tot. 
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an account of the whole ceremony, alTuring them, that it 
was all’pcrformed by the exprefs order of the king, who 
had teftified an uncommon joy at feeing his favourite fon 
featcd upon his throne before he left the world, whilfl: the 
air was filled with the acclamations of all the people, 

'I hefe unexpecEled tidings ftruck them with fuch amaze^ 
ment, that they all fled with the utmoft fpeed ; and Ado^ 
nijah, feeing himfelf forfaken, went and took faiiQuary 
at the horns of the altar. Solomon, being informed of 
this particular, fent him word, that, if he behaved him- 
felf for the future like an honed man, he would not hurt 
a hair of his head ; but alTured him, that his next difloyal 
attempt would certainly be punifhed with death. This 
fneflage brought Adonijah upon his knees to the new king; 
after which fubmiflion he was ordered to retire to his 
own houfc 

David, now finding himfelf near his end, aflembled the 
heads of all the tribes, his generals, and chief officers, 
jya^ifs with the priefts and Levitea, and acquainted them with 
fpf.echto i^jg former defign to have built a magnificent repofitory for 
Jiuopars, ark of God, had not the prophet told him, that the 
work was referved for Solomon’s peaceable reign. He 
gave them to underfland, he made great preparations for 
it, and laid up immenfe quantities of gold, filver, copper, 
iron, and other materials (X) ; all M'hich, together with 
the plans and models of that edifice, the order and difpo- 
fition of the fcveral branches of the divine fervice, the 
courfes of the priefts and Levites, of the muficians, 
fingers, and porters, the plan for cftablifliing judges, and 
courts of juftice, with m^y other religious, civil, and 
military regulations, he now refigned up to him to be 
perfefted, as his wifdom ffiould direft. He requefted 
them to ailift his fucceflbr in fo dcfirable a work, and that 
thofc, who We/e inclined to contribute towards that build- 

t I Kings i. pafTiin, 

(X) The book of Chroni- Dean Prideaux obferves (2% 
clesfays, that the gold, which that the funi amafled, if rcck- 
was that of Ophir, amounted oned by the Mofaic talcnr, 
to three thoufand talents j and amounted to above eight hun- 
the filver, ^hich was of the dred millions Iterling ; a juin 
po reft fort, to feven thoufnnd exceeding all the fpecic now to 
talents ; as to the bafer metals, be found on the face of the 
they arc faid to have been with- parth. 
put Dumbefr (i). 

(1) I Chroa. uh. vcr. ^ (*) Conned, book i. 
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Jng, fliQuld bring their free-will-offerings into the trea- 
fury- This exhortation infpired fuch a fpirit of munifi- 
cence in the rich men of Ifrael, that they vied with one 
another in the richnefs of their pscfcnts towards the build- 
ing of the temple ; fo that David had the pleafure to fee 
an incredible quantity of gold, filvtr, copper, and other 
metals, befidcs precious ftones, marble, porphyry, and 
other rich materials, brought to him from all parts of the 
'kingdom*'. He now ordered a thoufand oxen, a thoii- 
fand fheep, and the fame nunaber of lambs to be offered 
up, befides the dally facrifices, and a proportionate quan- 
tity of meat and drink-offerings, with which the whole • 
company were feafted. Solomon was anointed a fccond 
time by Zadok, received the homage of all his brethren, 
and of all the chiefs of Judah and Ifrael, and was pr^ 

claimed king through all the tribes ; Zadok was at t e 

fame time declared foie high-prieft, for his ftna adher- 
ence to Solomon*; and Abiathar reduced to the fecond 
rank, for his defeaion to Adonijah. re, „ 

David’s life drawing near a clofe, he fent for Solomon 
to receive his hft advice and initruftions. He remin c( ttons to St" 
him of the promifes made by God in favour of lomon. 

his pofterity, which were only conditional, and would be 
fulfilled in proportion to his and their obedience. "X- 
commended to his favour and proteaion old -*"2 

his family, with other friends who had adhered to him in 
his adverfity. He ekhorted him to 
Joabwho had Gain Abfalom, Abner, 

put Shimei to death for his infolence, although hit par- 

In had been fcaled with an oath •, 

though he (David) had fworn 

was under no fuch obligation. The king ‘ 1 *'='^ 

^entieth year of his age, ^a'fhh-tv three^over 

in Hebron, over the honfe of Judah, and ‘f 

crownl^made ufeofBathlheba’s interceffiou to obtain the 


h 1 Chron. ult ver. 7, k feq- 
k 1 Kings ii. i— lo- 


I j Chron. xxix. pt'f tot. 
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king’s leave to marry Abiftiag, the young LShunamitifh 
virgin, who had been the cheriftier of David’s old age ; 
afl'uring her, that he defired no other recompence for the 
lofa of a crown, which l>elongcd to him by right of primo- 
geniture. Bathflieba, glad, perhaps, to find that her fon’s 
rival would be fatished at fo eafy a rate, made no diffi- 
culty to promife him her intcrefl, not doubting of fuc- 
cefs. Solomon, who expefted nothing lefs than fuch a 
Tecjuefl from her, received her with all the marks of 
honour that were due to a queen, and a mother; but 
when he heard the purport of her fuit, he was fo enraged 
at his brother, that he forthwith ordered him to be put to 
death. Joab took faiicfuary at the horns of the altar, 
from whence he was dragged to death ; and was fucceeded 
in his pofl of general by Benaiah, who had been before 
appointed his and Adonijah’s executioner. Abiathar had 
been one of the chiefs of Adonijah’s confpiracy ; but the 
king contented himfelf with divefting him of his fhaie 
of the high-priefbhood, and confining him to his own ter- 
ritories at Anathoth, in confideration of his having car- 
ried the ark before his father, and been a fharcr in his 
afBi£lions. The king then fentfor Shimei, and told him, 
that though he thought him worthy of death, yet, out of 
regard to his father’s promife, he would put it in his 
power to fave his life, by confining himfelf within the 
walls of Jerufalem ; but he affured him at the fame time, 
that if ever lie lliired out of it without leave, his dif- 
obcdiencc fliould coft him his head. The old man 
thanked the king for his unexpedfed clemency ; but ven- 
turing, fome years after, to piirfue two run-away fer- 
vants, he was put to death at his return k 

Solomon did not think it enough, that he had rid him- 
felf of two fuch powerful enemicvS as Adnnijah and Joab ; 
he fought to flrengthen himfelf Hill more, by marrying 
the daughter of the king.of Egypt, who was then very 
powerful. Pharaoh gave her for dowry the city of Ge- 
zer, which he had taken from the Canaanites, and burnt 
down to the ground ; but which, being rebuilt by Solo- 
lomon, became a very confiderable place™. Solomon re- 
paired foon after to Gibeon, the place where the ark re- 
mained, Here, having offered a thoufand facrifices, the 
X»ord appeared to him in a dream, and promife^ to grant 
him whatever he fhould alk. The young monaitti^ begged 
only for fuch a degree of wifdom, as might enable him to 

^ 1 Kings ii, pain ^ i Kings ix. i6. 

govern 
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govern wiih prudence and fagacicy as became a king of 
Ifrael ; which modeft requeft obtained him Tuch a lharc 
cf wifdom and knowlcgc, as had never been poflefled by 
any mortal, together with a promife of fuch other earthly 
bleflings, as he had fo judicioufly overlooked. It was not 
long before he gave his people a proof of his excellent 
wifdom and difeemment. Two women appearing before 
him with a dead, and living child, and each claiming that 
which was alive as her own, with equal ardour and ap- 
pearance of truth ; he ordered the living child to be cut ^ pregnant 
afuiider, and equally divided between them. Nature im- pro^f oj it, 
mediately difeovered the truth. The real mother was fo 
much affefted by the fentence, that fhe earncftly delired 
the contefled child fhould be given to her antagonitf ra- 
ther than fufFer death ; and by this exprcifion of tender- 
nefs, Solomon recognized the true mother 

The wifdom, wealth, and magnificence of this mo- Hhmagni^ 
narch, fhone confpicuous in the choice he made of his fteatt, 
CDunfellors, officers, and magillratcs ; in the regulation 
of his finances •, the inffitution of his laws ; the ceconomy 
of his houlhDld(C), comprehending his numerous and 
fumptuous tables, his chariots, horfes (i-)), Halls, and equi- 
page; the fplcndor and difcipline of his guards ; thertrength 
of his army; and the multitude, valour, and wealth of 
his fubjetts. His immenfe riches gave him fuch a pow- 
erful fway, that he is faid to have lived in the profoundell 


n I Kings iii, 


(C) His proviliotis arc faid 
to have amounted every day to 
thirty meafures (each mealure 
containing about eight bufliels 
and a half) of fine flour, dou- 
ble that quantity of common 
flour, ten fatted and twenty 
pafture oxen, and a hundred 
flieep; befidc^ veniion, poul- 
try, wild-fowl, fifh, pulle, 
fruit, herbs, and other eat- 
ables, which were feni to him 
from all parts of the kingdom, 
under the dirctSlion of twelve 
officers, who took their turns, 
each in his rcfpeAive month, 
and out of his refpedfive can- 
ton (i). 


(D) Solomon fent for his 
chariots and horlcs out ot 
Egypt, not only for his own 
urn, but for that of fcvcral 
neighbouring kings, whom he 
obliged to pay him fix hundred 
fliekels for every chariot and 
four horfes, and □ hundred and 
fifry for every fmgic horfe. 
He had likewife abundance of 
yarn, linen, and other com- 
modities, brought to him out 
of Egypt? which he fold to 
his fubjecis and merchants^ at 
a certain price; all which 
produced an iinincnfc re-^ 
venue. 


(l) 1 Kings iv. 7i * 


peace. 
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peac«, plenty, and grandeur of any prince of his time | 
beloved by 'his friends and allies, who were conftantly 
pouring the richell prefents upon him ; feared by his 
enemies; receiving large tributes from feveral crowned 
heads (E) ; and reforted unto from all parts of the world 
for his wifdora and munihcence, which brought a con- 
tinual concourfe of ftrangers to his metropolis, and en- 
riched it to fuch a degree, that gold and filver feemed to 
have loft their intrinhc value, by their extraordinary 
abundance. The veiy revenue which his navy brought 
him in, cxclufive of his cuftoms, amounted to fix hundred 
and fixtyrfix talents of gold. All this w'hile the Ifraclitifh 
fubjefts enjoyed the fweets, not only of peace and plenty, 
but alfo of univerfal freedom, there being no Haves, during 
his reign, but the poor Canaanites, and fome captives of 
other nations 

Of all the princes that fought his friendfhip, Hiram, 
king of Tyre, David's old friend and ally, was the firft who 
fent ambafladors to congratulate hitn on his acceflion to 
the crown, and to offer him his fcrvice, Solomon re- 
turned the embaffy, and acquainted him with his defign 
of building the temple, defiring him to fend him a fuffi- 
cient number of workmen to join with his artificers for 
the work; particularly fome that were well (killed in 
working in gold, shiver, and other bafer metals, precious 
4lonei, fcarlct, crimfon, and other fine dyes, Thefe were 
readily granted by the Tyrian king ; in confideration of 
which afliftance, Solomon agreed to furnifli him yearly 
with twenty thoufand meafures of wheat, and twenty 
thoufand barrels of fine oil for his houfhold, befides the 
fame quantities of barley, wheat, wine and oil, which he 
engaged to give bis fervants that were employed in the 
work. On the other fide, Hiram was to fend the ce- 
dars, fir, and other woods, upon floats to Joppa, there to 
be delivered to Solomon’s fervants, to be thence brought 
to Jerufalem. He fent him alfo a man of his own name j 
a Tyrian by birth, who was a fecond Bazaleel, fuch an 
excellent workman in all kinds of metals, ftones, carving, 


* I Kings iv. %m. Be feq. a Chron. ix. paff 

(E) The text fays, that his of Egypt, and that all lb® 
dominion reached from the kings of thofe countries were 
river Euphrates, or even be- tributaiy to him (x). 
yond it, to the Nile, or borders 

(z) 1 Kings iv. * 4 . a'Chroni ix. a6. 
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engraving, embroidery, tapeftry, and in making all forts of 
fine cloaths, that Hiram honoured him with the title of fa- 
ther. Solomon made him overfecr of all the artids whom 
David had formerly procured out of Tyre and Sidon. An 
alliance foon followed between thefe two princes, which 
only ended with their lives p. 

Td carry on this ftupendouR work with greater cafe 
and fpeed, Solomon caufed an account to be taken of all 
the Canaanites, and other foreign Haves, that were in the 
land, and they were found to amount to one hundred and 
fifty-three thoufand fixhundrcd; feventy thoufand of whom 
he appointed to carry burdens, eighty thoufand to hew tim- 
ber and flone in the mountains, and the remaining three 
thoufand fix hundred he appointed to be overfeers over 
them ‘J. Befides thele ftrangers, over whom he appointed 
fome of his chief officers to overfee the work, he levied 
thirty thoufand men out of all Ifrael, whom he appointed 
to work in Lebanon one month in three, ten thoufand 
every month, under the infpeftion of Adoniram ; thefe 
were likewife employed in hewing wood, marble and 
other ftone, which was afterwards wrought by the Tyrian 
mafons and carvers, and thence conveyed to Joppa by 
water ^ Solomon, who had been ftill adding immenffi 
quantities of gold, filver, precious ftones, and other rich 
materials, to thofe which David had laid up before his 
death, now put them into proper hands, to be wrought 
into an almoft infinite variety of ornaments. The vail 
number of hands employed, and the diligence of the over- 
feers and workmen was fuch, that he was able to lay the 
foundations of this great ftrui^urc in the fourth year of his 
reign, which was the fecond after David's death, and the 
four hundred arid eightieth after the exod. The work 
Was begun On Monday the fecond day of the month Zif, 
which anfweis to the tw enty-firft of our April, being the 
fecond month of the facred, and the eighth of the civil 
year ; and was carried on with fuch prodigious difpatch, 
that it was finilhed in little more than feven years ; if not 
in that magnificent manner, in which wc have fcLii it re- 
prefented in a vaft number of plans, and by fome late 
models expofed to public view, yet at Icall in fuch a 
rich and fumptuous manner, as greatly excelled any thing 
then extant. What is ftill more furprifing, every piece 
of it, whether timber, ftone, or metal, was finifliud before 
was brought to Jerufalcm, fo that there were no other 
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tools wanted, or heard, than what were neceflary to tlic 
joining them to each other ^ (F). 

The king of Ifrael, in order to celebrate the dedication 
of this new temple with the greater magnificence, chofc 
to defer it till the next year, which was the jubilee, at 
which folcinnity there ufed to be always a vail concourfe 
of people* fr(^ all parts of the kingdom. The ceremony 
began on the eighth day of the feventh month of the fa- 
cred year, which was the firll of the civil year, anfwering 
to the latter end of our October, and laded feven days, 
at the end of which began the fealt of the tabernacles, 
which continued Ukewife feven days; fo that the people 
who were invited by the king, and flocked to that folem- 
nity, flaid at lead fourteen days in Jcrufalem- The ce- 
remony opened with a pompous proceirnni, in vidiieh the 
prieds carried the ark from the tabernacle v/hich David 
had crefted for it to the temple, and depofitcd it in the 
mod holy place, between the two golden cherubim, 
which Solomon had gaufed to be made by Hiram (G), 

The 


T 1 Kings vi. 7, 


(F) It may be eafdy con- 
ceived, how dlflicult it would 
be to give fuch a defeription of 
this celebrated fabric, as Ihould 
at once avoid the extrava- 
gancies of the Talmudifta, and 
our modern model-mongers, 
and fupply fuch omiflions as 
may have been overlooked by 
the lacred hiflorians; but a 
curious encourager of this 
hiflory, fomc years ago, pre- 
vailed upon a learned gentle- 
man of his acquaintance to 
make an ex>ifl delineation out 
of the two books of Kings and 
Chronicles. He has favoured 
us with a light of the plans, 
and given ns leave to examine 
and compare them and their 
proofs with the original text; 
mad finding how much wc ap. 
proved of them, and that they 
could not but he very ufel'ul 
nad acceptable to the curious, 
has not only made us a ge- 
“ Serous offer of the whole, to 


be communicated to the world, 
but has given us feveral oppor-» 
tunities of receiving farther fa- 
tisfadlion from his learned 
friend But, as his demonflra- 
tions would interrupt the thread 
of our hiflory, we think it will 
be more acceptable to our 
readers, if we join them with 
the plana of the city and tem- 
ple, in that fuccinft and ex- 
planatory method in which he 
has been flill prevailed upon to 
adapt them to this work, in an 
appendix at the end of this 
chapter. 

(G) Thefe that were made 
by Hiram for the mofl holy 
place, differed from the former, 
and were of tw'o forts, namely, 
the two which fpread one 
wing over the ark, and touched 
the wall wdth the other ; and 
thofe which were made in balTo 
relievo, to adorn the fide of the 
wall, being placed between 
palm-trees likewife in relievo* 
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The king himfelf, accompanied by all his chief ofiicers, 
and the elders of Ifrael, marched before the ark ; thefo 
were followed by a great number of prielh and Levites, 
who fung feme canticles proper to the occafion, and 
played upon various iiiftruments. Next to the ark fol- 
lowed another number of fingers and players^ with other 
priefts bearing the golden candlclticks, altar of incenfc, 
and other facred utenfils of the fanaruary, which had been 
brought from Gibeon, where they and the tabernacle had 
been depofited till that time (H). WhiUt the prielh were 
depofuing the ark in the moll: holy place, the air rung 
with the found ol one hundred and twenty trumpets, and 
with the voices of the Levites, w^ho fung the praifes of 
God, repeating thefe words at proper It.inzas: ‘‘ Give 
thanks to the Lord ; for he is good, and his mercy en- 
dureth for ever.” It was then that God feemed to come 
down in a vifiblc manner, to take poflelfion, as it were, 
of his new temple, by filling it with a cloud, as he had 
formerly overlhadowed the tabernacle, infomuch, that the 

Jind all of the fineft gold, change was made in the altar 
What the fize ol thefe lad was of perfume, and the tables of 
we know not ; but that of the Ihcvv-brcad ; which lad, as 
two maflive danding cherubim well as the golden candicdicks, 
may be guelfed at by the he increafed five or fix- fold, 
length of their wings, which, Befides thefe, there was a 
reaching to the north and fouth prodigious quantity of other 
walls with one extremity, and gold and filver veflels and 
joining at lead by the other utenfils, concerning which 
over the centre, mnft have the text only fays, that they 
been each five cubits long, be- were without number, 
caufe the place was twenty (H) Thefe were not dejX)- 
cubits in length and breadth ; fired in the fani'luary, bccaufe 
fo that one may reafonably the king had caured a new fet 
fuppofe the cherubim them- of them to be made, which 
felves to have been about ten were larger, and more anfwer- 
cubits high, able to the fjiacloufiiefs of the 

Solomon made all the other place, but were laid up in 
utenfils and ornaments of the fomc other rejwfitory prepared 
temple, proportionable, both for that purpofe. To add the 
in fize and richned, fo that of greater magnificence to the 
the edifice. The Mofaic altar proceflion, the king ordered 
of burnt-offering, for indance, the ark to dop at proper dif- 
was fet by on account of its tances; gnd there caufed % 
fmallnefs, and another placed prodigious number of 
m lieu of it, which was nventy to be offered up before it, tiU 
cubits in length and breadth, they had reached the fanfhiaiT. 
tea in height. The fame i 
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^kfts.cautd hot ftand to offer up the facrifices, wtilclj 
they had prepared upon that occafion^ 

jSolomon, who ftood upon a brafen fcafFold three cu* 
bits high, prepared for the purpofe, having commanded 
the attention of the people, which ftood in the court, and 
in the galleries round about, kneeled down, and fpread- 
ing hU hand towards heaven, dedicated the facred build- 
ing to God in a devout prayer, which he then uttered in 
their hearing ; intreating the Divine Mercy to make it its 
refidence in favour of Ifrael, and to be ready from thence 
to hear the prayers which his people (hould dired thither, 
from whatever part of the world *, and, what condition 
foever they were in, to grant their requefts, and pardon 
their offences. All this while the priefts had covered the 
fpaciouB altar with proper vi£lims, which, as foon as his 
prayer was ended, were confumed by a miraculous fire, 
as a token of the divine favour and acceptance. The 
king then turning himfelf about, blefled the audience, 
and retired \ then the priefts proceeded to offer a vaft 
Jvaft multitude of othet facrifices, which had been fent thither 
numbtrof both by the king, and by the heads of the tribes ; info- 
that they were forced to rear a number of other oc- 
^ ’ cafional altars in the court (N). 

As foon as Solomon had finifhed this noble ftru£lure, 
be fet his artificers to work upon two other buildings, 
one for himfelf, and anoihcr for Pharaoh’s daughter ^ i 


y 1 Chron. ▼. per rot. * 

ix, If. andi Chron. viii. ii. 

(N ) On the very firft day of 
this ceremony, which lafted 
fevcu days, they facrificed 
twenty-two thoufand bullocks, 
and one hundred and twenty 
tijoufand Iheep, for peacc-ot* 
fentigs, which ferved to feaft 
the people; befides a prodi 
gioua number of burnt and o- 
UKt offerings, which were 
Wougbt in every day. The 
leaft of the tabernacles, which 
Immediately followed this, wa^ 
l^kcwife obl'erved with unufual 
mt^ifiecnce • after which, the 
|M)Dple vvere difoiiffed. Wc 
M tol4i that God appearing 


Compare i Kings, ili, i. vii. 8. 

to him in a dream, on the firft 
night of the dedication, ex- 
prelTed his acc^tancc of thrit 
fumptuou9 edifice ; and re- 
newed his promifes to him, and 
his pofteriiy, provided he and 
they (hould ferve him with an 
upright heart: on the other 
hand, he alTured him, that, 
in cafe they provoked him by 
their idolatry and difobedience, 
that glorious building, which 
was now the wonder of the 
world, (hould Infalliby become 
a defolation, a dwelling for 
owls and bats, and a proverb 
among all nations (i). 


(i) 1 Kings, ix. &feq. 


and 
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and fpared nothing that art and riches could fumifti (O) 
for their decoration. He was employed almoft thirteen 
years in building them ; fo that he finiflicd thofc three 
magnificent edifices, with all their coftly furniture, uten- 
Clsf and ornaments, within the fpace of twenty years (P). 


(O) One of thefe palaces is 
called the houfe of the foreft 
of Lebanon,” though it was 
at Jcrufalem ,* the reafon of 
which appellation cannot be 
Cafily guelTed. The Chaldee 

a hraft calls it a fummer- 
, or houfe of refrelh- 
ment; others think it was built 
in that foreft after Solomon 
had taken the city of Hamath- 
Zobah ; but the general opi- 
nion is, that they gave the 
name of the foreft ot Lebanon, 
to the city of David, an account 
of the prodigious quantities uf 
cedar, and other trees, which 
had been brought from thence 
to build the temple, and I'fticr 
fumptuous edifices, infomuch 
that it feemed as if Lebanon 
had been tranfported to Jeru- 
falem. Upon this account, 
and perhaps alfo from the Ira- 
grancy or the cedar, both the 
city and temple, as well as the 
palace, arc called Lebanon by 
the pfalmift, and fome of the 
prophets (z). 

(P) Thefe palace# were 
built with the utmoft magnifi- 
cence, whether wc confider 
ihc prodigious quantities of 
gold, filvcT, cedar and other 
precious woods, marble and 
other coftiy ftooes ; the ftu- 
pendous'fize of them ; or the 
czquiiitenefs of the workmari- 
fhip ; or the richnefs of their 
furniture, and the fumptuouf- 
nefs of the gallerict, porches, 
courts, and ajwrtments. A- 


mong thefe there was one more 
fpacious than the reft, called 
the porch, or hall of judg- 
ment, in which was placed the 
king’s throne, and on each 
fide of it the feats of his coim- 
fellors. It was raifed in the 
ii|idft of a range of rich pil- 
lars of cedar, curioufly carved 
and inlaid wdth gold. The 
throne itfelf, in the faftiion of 
a niche, was covered wdth 
ivory, inlaid with curious or- 
naments in gold ; the afeent to 
it was by fix ft ops, each ftep 
fiipportcd on cither fide with a 
fmall lion, and the arms of the 
feat with two large ones as big 
as the life. Ail thefe, and 
even the fteps thcmfclves, were 
likewife ci*vcrcd with gold and 
ivory. The riehnels ot the 
furniiure of thefe fumptuous 
edifices may be guefted at, by 
the plate and driaking-veffeli 
which were ufed in them, all 
of the fineft gold. To thefe 
he abided three hundred ftiieldi 
of the fame metal, to be car- 
ried before him when he went 
abroad, and, upon his return, 
fufpended along the rows of 
pillars. Befidea thefe, he like- 
wife caufed two hundred target# 
to be made of alargerfize, which 
were hung up in foroc confpicu- 
oui places of the temple i all 
thefe were made of (bitie prccioui 
wood, and covered with gold; 
thefe latter amounted to fix hun- 
dred flickels each, and the for- 
mer to three pounds weight ( |)* 
(3) I Kings, X* 

Thefe 


(») Pfal. xxix. paflim, xcii. ^ *hb. 

7, a Chron.ix. 15. 
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Tlicfe iiiagnificent works being accompliflied, he fent 
back a great part of the Tyrian artificers \ and, to exprefs 
his gratitude to their prince, who had fo gencroufly fur- 
nifhed him, not only with vaft quantities of ftones and 
wood, but alfo with great fums of gold, he prefented 
him with twenty cities in Galilee. But Hiram coming 
foon after to view thefe, was fo difgufted at them, that 
he could not forbear breaking out into fome complaint 
agaiiift his brother Solomon, and exprefling his diflatisfac- 
tion by his refufal of them, and by the contemptible 
name which he gave to that whole land; upon which So- 
lomon built them anew himfelf, and planted them with 
colonics of Ifraclitcs.. The reft of his workmen, whether 
Tyrians or others, together with the Canaanitifti flaves, 
were employed in furrounding the city of Jerufalem with 
a ftrong and ftately wall, and fortifying Millo, Hazor, 
Megiddo, Gezer, Beth-Horon, Baalath, Tadmof, or Pal- 
myra, and other places of confequence ; befides feveral 
other ftore-citics for his chariots and horfes, for his ma- 
gazines of corn, wine, oil, and other provifions and am- 
munition (Q^). 

SokmoTi's To fupply all thefe Vaft expences, Solomon built a navy 
at Ezion-Geber, upon thccoafts of the Red Sea, and put 
it lUiJer the care of fome expert Tyrian failors, who, 
with his own men, went with it to Ophir (R), and in 

about 

(Q^) He built likewife fome gold, together with precious 
forirelfcs In Lebanon, proba- Itoncs, fpices, ivory, ebony, 
bly to fecurc a free communi- almug-wood, peacocks, and 
cation between his kingdom monkies; that Solomon’s fleet 
and chat of Syria, Soon after, bound on this voyage fet fall 
he brought under his yoke the from Ezion-Geber, a fea-port 
reinainder of the Amorites, on the Red Sea, and performed 
Hittites, Ferizzites, Hivites, it in three years. Some have 
and Jebufites, who feem to fuppofed this land to be no 
have remained unconquered other than America, a notion 
till his time, and made them void of all probability. Others, 
all tributaries (4). on no better foundation, con- 

(R) Various conjeeftures tend for its being the coaft of 
have been flarted about this Africa. A third fet of critics 
land of Opbir, concerning declare for the fouthem parts 
tvhich all that we learn from of Arabia; but the moft plau- 
the Scripture amounts to no lible opinion feems to be that 
more than that it produced a of Jofephus, who places it in 
great quantity of the fineil fome part of the Eall Indies. 

(4) I Kings, ix. 17, & feqq. % Chron. viii. i, & feqq- 

Thofe 
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about three years time brought him back an immenfe 
weight of gold and filver, bcfides fcverai kinds >of pre- 
cious ftoncs, fpices, ebony and other curious wood| 
ivory, peacocks, monkics, and other rarities ®. The gold 
itfelf amounted to four hundred and fifty talents yearly, 
befidcs the profit which he made of all the other commo- 
dities. Some of thofe precious woods the king employed 
in adorning the galleries about the temple, andin malflng 
a [Treat number of mufical inftrumenta for the fcrvicc of 
G Oil ^ ^ 

Among the remarkable perfonages whom bis fame thtqum 
brought to Jcrufalem, the moft confiderable was the 
queen of Sheba (S), a princefs of tranfeendent wifdom, <•****• 
and fuch extraordinary opulence, that Ihe vied with the 
Jewifli monarch, in the fumptuoufnefs of her equipage, 
and in the richnefs of her prefents. She brought with 
her a vaft number of camels laden with gold, precious 
ftones, and fuch fpices and perfumes as had not till then 
been known even in Solomon’s court. Her knowlege 
and fagacity were equal to her wealth. She was more 
attra£led by Solomon’s Mrifdom than bis power, and 


e 1 Kings, ix. ver. ulC. x. ii. 
f aChron'. ix. ii. 

Thofe who want to know in 
what manner thefe different o- 
pinions are fupported, maycon- 
fult the following authors (c). 

(S) Jofephus calls her Ni- 
caulis, and fays, (he was queen 
of Egypt and Ethiopia ; the 
Ethiopians pretend that fhe 
was queen of that country, and 
preferve ftill a lift of her fuc- 
ceffors. They add, that Ihc 
had a fon by Solomon, whom 
Ibe fent to be brought up by 
him ; they call him Meihk or 


s Chronicles viii.js, & req4 

hand, claim this queen as their 
own; they call her Balkifti, 
and pretend that Ihc was queen 
of Arabia, and had her refi- 
dence in the city of March, 
which they make the metropo- 
lis of the province of Saba. 

That ftic came from Arabia, 
feems probable, becaufe Ihe is 
called in the Gofpcl, “ the 
queen of the South ; and is 
laid to have come from the uf- 
termoft parts of the earth ; a 
defeription which anfwers 


Him; rney cau mm mcuifc 

Menilehek, pretend that aaiy to Arabia 
twenty-four of their kings ere fouth of Judsea, ^ 

defeeaded from that prince fuc- I’X 

ceflirely, down to Bafilides, may add, that tt abounded 
who rmeoed ip foe middle of gold, preciou. fiwOT, and 
the fe«nteenfo fieniury. perfomea, more than any othi? 

The Aitt^tti, on the other ctwntry tacacaboutt. 

<s> >rid«au» Coimea. fib. i. ^ 

fcrt-deUa.if. Solosnoo^ Oor^ Bwass* Ww. 
tbart. Ab. Choifi, in vS. Sotan. L^e*. Tni«-de OpbM 

Caimet. <Prolee. id Oca. 

Vot. n. 
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:eme4 r^^olvcd Ea difpute with him the prize of fuperi<5r 
inderl^flditie. She attempted to puzzle him with fubtlc 
[ucf^ttia and enigmas prepared for the purpofe; but 
ound Mm fo acute in cqnceiving her meaning, fo ready 
n (blring her doubts, and fo fagacious in explaining 
icr riddles^ that fhc was charmed with his charafter, 
ind could not help owning it M^^as not without reafon that 
le* was efteemed the wifcft prinCe of his time The 
:ing entertained her with a view of the temple, of his 
>alaces and gardens, and all the magnificence of hh 
;ourt and capital ; at which ihe exprefTcd her extreme 
atisfaf^ion. She prefented him with one hundred and 
wenty talents of gold, a great number of precious ftones, 
ind rich perfumes. Solomon, on the other hand, was 
:oo generous, not to make her fuitable returns, and dif- 
nifled her with theftrongeft: proofs of his munificence*’. 

Hitherto we have feen nothing in that prince’s life, but 
vhat gives us tjie highcll idea of his wifdom, piety, and 
nagnificence ; but the Remainder of his reign exhibits a 
melancholy reverfe. Solomon, etnphatically called the 
Wife, beloved of God, and admired by all the world for 
fo many excellent virtues, became fuch a Have to the paf- 
fion of love, in his- old age, that he ventured to marry an 
amazing multitude of ftrange women, without diftinc- 
tion of nation, country, or religion, and without the 
leaft regard to God’s exprefs commands j and at length 
fuffered himfclf to be feduced into all manner of idolatry. 
The number of his wives amounted to feven hundred, be- 
fides three hundred conoubines, or wives of the fecorul 
ank \ and his complaifanc^ for them went fo far, as to 
mild altars and temples to all their deities infomuch 
bat the neighbourhood of Jcrufalcm, if not the city itfclf, 
bras filled with idols and temples ; and the Mount of 
over-againft it, was denied with two altais, one 
so Chcmofli, tnc god of Moab, and another to Moloch, 
:hc idol t^ the Ammonites. Such a fhameful defc£lion 
oould not but be highly difpleafing to God : and Solomon 
fo^ ma4e fenfible of his indignation. Appearing 
third time to him in a dr^tn, he told him, that bis 
Mj^^itude would coft his fucC^Sbrs the lofs of his king- 
doiji, the tribe of Judah cxcepte4 which he would leave 
them, in confideration of hUTbirihcjr flpmifo Dayi4 
for whofe fake he| alfo forbore to rend ihe oAcr tribes 
l|om him till after his death. Whether this Icvcre de- 
T:,' ‘ ' '' . ' ’ 

‘ junciatiou 
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huliciation awaked "hun to rqientance, or wlietiber tw 
died iipmerfed in his idolatfr and luil;, the text doth no 
where explain. He died in tne fortieth year of his rei^y 
and about the fifty-eighth of his age ; was buried in Sic 
fiatcly fepulchre of nis father David and fucteeded by 
his fon Rchoboam * (T). 

Whilft Solomon (pent the laft years of his life in plea- Rehe^Mm» 
fare and indolence, the fpedsof the threatened defecti(|n 
were fowing both in Ifrael and clfc where fo that when 
his fon Rehoboam afcendcd the throne, he had three 
potent advcrfarics to encounter. The firft wa^ Hadad 
king of Edom, who bore a mortal hatred to Ifrad, ever 
fince David’s general had caufed fuch a dreadful maflacre 
in that kingdom. He was now 'returned from Egypt* 
where he had been forced to take fan^uary, during the 
reigns of David and Solomon. The fecond wasRexin, a 
fubje£t of the king of Zobah^ who fled, likewife, from 
David’s conquering fword, and, having put himfelf at 
the head of a band of brave warriors, cftabliflied a petty 
kingdom at Damafeus ; from whence he never ccafed 
annoying Ifrael, and revenging David’s old hoftilitics on 
the Zobeans. But the moft dangerous of the three was 
Jeroboam, an encei*prizing youth of the tribe of Ephraim, 
whom Solomon had formerly made ovcrfecr of his tribe, 
and that of Manaflch, in carrying on his works. This 
man had been told, by the prophet Ahijah, that God 
would give him the ten tribes which were to be rent from 
Solomon’s fucceflors. Whether this prophecy had taken 
air, and upon this account, or ^or fome particular mifdc-* 
meanor, he had been forced to fly into Egypt, to avoid 
the king’s rcfcnimelit 5 there, probably, be ctmc^cd 
with the king of Edom, a plan for raifing an infuircwum 
in Ifrael. As foon, therefore, as he beard that Reho- 
boam was upon the throne, he returned from Egypt, to 
watch a proper opportunity i and that prince, fdon 
after, gave him luch as his heart coM wim. 

Rehoboam' was gt>ne with his court, and the elders of 
all the tribes, to receive their homa« at Sechemi but 
they refuflsd to acknowjege him, unlefs he would 

Kiugi *i. p^ tot* a CJbron. bi* i*- 

(T) Seflomon is recoided to 
have wjitted a great mipber of 
ho<^; of^«^ch we have only 
his Fmverhs, Eoclefia|b«h end 
*he Qmthdet s all the feA ate 


afl, as wwl as thofe ot tnj 
irimhets Hathan," Ah^jah, attw. 
^ who aie Add 
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i^Hc t0 Ui^tcn their yoke, which, they complained, In* 
fkher had made too heavy. The king took three days to 
cdhfidei' an anfwcrj and, aa he had attained to the 
fortieth yjE?ar of his age, one might have cxpedled that 
he wottlij have hearkened to the wholfome advice of wife 
CpunfeliorB } but he unfortunately preferred that of fomc 
hot-headed youths, who had been brought up at court 
with him* Inftcad of foothing the people, on the third 
day, he ahfwered them, in a haughty tone, that he de- 
flgnedno govern them with greater feverity than ever his 
fother had cxercifed i and that, if they dared to murmur, 
he wotdd ufe fcorpions, inftead of whips, to chaftife 
their ihfolence. Exafperated by this harlh declaration, 
they difclaimed all further allegiance to the houfe of 
David \ aOd, having murdered Adoram, whom the king 
hadfentto appeafe the tumult,, ten of the tribes chofe 
Jeroboam to be their fovercign. Judah and Benjamin, 
however, adhered to Rchoboam, and conveyed him with 
all fpced to Jerufalem. He immediately raifed an army 
out of the ,two tribes, which muftered a hundred and 
dgh^y thoufand valiant men, to reduce the reft to their 
obedience s but, whilft they were preparing for battle, the 
prophet Shemaiah came, and acquainted them, that this 
defeftioft was from God, and perfoaded them to defift. 
Jeroboam, on the other hand, who thought of nothing 
but how to fe cure his new-acquired kingdom, took the 
advantage of that peaceful interval, to rebuild Shechem 
and Penuel, the former of which he made the place of 
his.rcfid^cc. But there was Hill one thing, which he 
foS^ted biight, m tim^, reconcile the ten tribes to the 
lionfe of Pavsd, liamcl^the cuftom of going three times 
a year Jerufalem. mth i view to render this pilgrim- 
age nstneceflkry, he lacrificed religion to his fafety^ and 
fot uO a couple ' of golden calves, one at Dan, and the 
other at Bedwd, wbkbwcre at the two extremities of 
. the kingdom & tOrwhich places be commanded the people 
to repjur for worihip, without jgoing' to Tertfalcm. He 

^nigb-places; 

; . licrims atflw^d to Beb^am, be 

t priidW to bis ddtiea out of of bis people ^ 

" ‘ a tam cahlx^ w«a through 
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of Judah, named Jofiah, Thia mefiettgtr, as a proof of 
his miflion, told them, that the altar fhould forthwith 
exhibilf marks of the divine wrath. Immediately itburfl: 
afunder, and the cinders ran out at the rent. Jetoboam, " 
ftanding by the altar, juft going to offer Incenfe, when he 
heard the prophet^s menaces, ftretchcd out hist hand to 
caufe him to be apprehended \ but, to his great furprizc, 
felt it withered in an inftant, IXj|>Dn his fubmilTion, how- 
ever, it was reftored, and he invited the prophet to his 
houfe ; but^this laft, hat-ing been exprefsly forbiiklcn to 
ftay in ^eth-el, even to dpink a cup of water, refufed his 
offer, and went his way. 

Jeroboam, nothing moved at this extraordinary event, 
continued debauching the people from* the worfln’p of 
God®. At length, his fon Abijah being feized with a 
dangerous difeafe, he fent his wife, in difguife, to Ahi- 
jah the prophet, who had foretold that he mould be king 
over the ten tribes, to know whether the vouth would 
recover. Ahijah, though blind with age, Knew her at 
her firfl coming ; and, having called her by name, bid 
her go and tell her hufband, that fince he had proved fo 
ungrateful to God, and had fiUed Ifracl with idolatry, the 
death of the child would be the leall punilhment that 
Ihould fall upon him. He declared, that his poftcrity 
fhould be cut off j that they who died in the citfv:would 
become the food of dogs •, and thofe that fell in the field 
fiiould be devoured by the ravens. Notwithftanding all 
thefe menaces, leroboam perfiited ftill in his idolatry, and 
gave thereby no fmali advantage to the kine of J“dah 

'Vthilft Jeroboam ftrengthened himfeif in Shechem, 
Rehoboam was not idle at Jmifalem} he built and_for- 
tihed a confideraUe number trf plates in Judah and ^n- 
jamltt, fecnred fhem with garrifons, and Itored them 
with am« . and ammuiiitumr At the fame ttrae ?he tnbe 
of Lefi,, which was difperfed over Ifrael, 
with jwboaroi Catne flockum to 
re&e&ve dtSes, heSdes a vaff nui^r out « 
triScs, who abhorred his calves and idolatrw^ and weW 
thither .to ferae God according-to the law of l^eju fe 

that he few hu fubjefts, 4n a hwle nme, ^ 

thafe ef hia-tovolted A»al,i.^ But that w^ 
fcatee eotatitotod ihtee years itt the true fcrvice of go^ 
before hat few fee-.Tileft ferfattto, CTen 
^ the ap 9 fta^c?friWh*e» > 

xi.,,lr4 eWtt. 
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advcrTary againft him, 
who took many of hit 
ftneietl oiele^ ;ahd droiKe the i^e^thieft fitbje^ of Jadah 
^ ^ 'Here the prophet She- 

Hfok bccafion i0 upbrjay them with their wicked- 
neft, which had broiight thit diftrefs upon them ; and he 
fofetbid thff. ruin of t|ke city. Hit denunciation had fo 
gc^an tfnha, that th^y b*^^^^ ^emfelmWfore God, 
attdi by ackhowleging the Jufticc of this punifhment, 
arofded its feverity s. Shiihak, having reduced Jerufalcm, 
c<m^ntcd himfelf with ftfipping the temple and palaces of 
all their golden fhicldsand vcflcls, and left them to fub- 
mtute Others in their room of a bafef rnetaL This dif- 
in fifth year of Rchoboam ; after 
which he reigned twelve years peaceably, bating a few 
ftinniihes with the *11^ of Ifracl/ and died in the eigh- 
teenth year of his reign (A). 

Jeroboam had reigned eighteen years in Ifracl, when 
AWjam, or Abijah, a|S he is called in the book of Chro- 
nicl^, facc^ded to the crown. This new fovereign im- 
yncm^tely took the field with four hundred thoufiind men, 
and encamped on ^unt Zemaraim, upon th^ borders of 
Epfi^nii where Jeroboam met him with an army, of dou- 
"J? Ite^^nibcr. The two kings, being within hearing 
L Abijah upbraided his competitor with his 

SIpB^On, and bafer a 6 ^ions ; obferving, that froni 
being a fcrvant to Solomon, he had token the advantage 
of ^ho^am’s weaknels to depriyc him of the largeft 
f wd had endeavoured to fecure it 

^ people from the woflhip of Gnd tathe 
mofi nhominable idtdatriesi he concluded w%h ^filng 
buns be could expe^f nothhti but ruin snad deftruc-, 
puniflimcnt for bU rebeUioD agalnft his God 
prince, udiQ was now him wftb aa 

'U^VeS. red'JtO^dl wav-vuwn «nio ivf iin;” 

apd % -e^l^m r he 

^ nhd' ~ him id be mm... 
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aiiiwofwen )iaa faiAMly adheWto the fertice i? 

’*'»* to® baWened a poKtician to fuflfer 
intin^ated V&ch reproachea. 
he fcemcd to p»c the king of Judah the hearing 
be had ordet^ a body of men to wheel round the hffi 
and forpnfehim in the rear, whilft he himfelf kttacked 
him in front ; and this ftratagem was fo pun^ually cx- 
ecuted, that Abijah faw himfe!f furrounded by the enemr 
before he was aware of their defign. This furprizc occa- 
fion^agreat outcry in his artoy, and would, fn all like- 
lihdddp have produced an uniircrfal panic, had not they 
fowd means to gain oter a great number of the Ifraclites t 
of whom, however, there fell five hundred thonfamfon the 
fpot: Abijah purfned his vidory, and retook feveral con- 
fiderable places, particularly Beth-el, an4 weakened Je- ' 
roboam fomnch, that he never could ^l^rerhis ftreheth 
during the fliort remainder of Abtjah^S reign, which ^d 
not exceed throe years f B). 

Afa fuccceded Abijam in the twentieth year of jero^ 
boaih. He was a religious prince ; and as the ten fifft; 
years’ of his roign were blefTed with peace, he a 
great part of that tirnc in purging bis kingdom' fjrpdi the 
heathenifh abominations, which his prcdecctfcts ha/l in- 
intfxxhiced. So fincefre was his xealin that great W6fk| 
that he deposed his own mother for patroniaing idOlatryi 
and ero^ng a^vc for the worfliip of fomc idol, which 
he c^tifed to be denxoyed, with an the other monumenta 
of irreligipni exc^t the higb-places, which he endeavour- 
ed in Vain to.aboiiih. He aifo put his whole kingdom io 
a goMpolbiro of defeiu^ by fortifying feveral important 
plieiiia^ and ^tertainmg an atiny of five hunted and 
cigifcf thod^nd men i mroe tim^ufaiid of thdh 

weee of the ^^^Ibe of Jitdah, famous fiir handling the 
get and fpear $ the reft wtm c^fiy of Bei^amiui cele- 
brated for their uncommoir .devtenty In the nfe .of the 
Ifaietd Und bow. His lieh^ incliUmig |tif mtgbti^ 
he adoitied the temple iiKttb a quantity fily^ 

vefi^ ini£be room of wfuefa At ‘i-Ai 
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I. a^j.* Jb tlw fecon4 of W# reW N»dd 
• feascad^ Jensl^m in Ifrael, but notbiag ^ppeaed, 
^a4aMe, dimi^ lri*iwojwar» reign, except hisxbSaT. 
. mg to tbe^M of his father, and bU being killed at tht 
*9|P. jpf • wbbethon, a foitiefs ' belonging to the Phi- 
ii^es, Baa^ a man of the, tribe of Iffachar 
wto, haring feiaeil upon the kingdom, deftroyed the 
'^^on*'^ ^ Jeroboam, according to the prophet’a pre- 

■ leng* Afa faW hts kingdom attacked by a prodiKious 
®f Comites, witB Zetah, the Ethiopian, at their 

more in God than in his oern 
' t'fl*!®*"’ ’*'?* ‘crrified at this numerous hoft, but 
. boldly marched agamft them to Mereftah } where, in a 

pitched battle, he totally routed the Ethiopians, and ri- 

■ ^Wd to Jerufalem laden with their fpoil. Soon after 
toe arrival he facnficcd a oonGderable portion of the booty 
to the fcmee of G<4 He had the pleafum to hear him- 
tolt encouraged by a prophet, and to. fee multitudes flock 
tom tom from feyeral ofAe revolted tribes, whom either 

*'*^^*°™ Baaflia, the new-made 

^ It l^ably, ^is continual defeaion which pro- 
of ^milhcs between the two kings, and 
obliged Baa^ to build the fertrefs of Aamab, to ftop the 
t^toumcatiOT between the two kingdoms. He was 
then leagued with, the king of Syria i and Afo, afraid of 
ending two fuch mwerful enemies, found no better ei- 
pedi^t than to bribe Bttibadadto break his aWance with 
. ®f .and to caufe fome powerful diverfion 
m To this ^ he fent himi^ the gold 

■tMt M-oottW nnd, “^tb. in his own treafury and in that 
« utotomplc } whicb.had..focb an influence upon the 

^fenced cities of tJw tribe 
^^^jitaS, M to defiB front h» enter- 

As Ibon as 
i^Ala. iflhcd out 'u .procla- 
OtoSW^illghM tranfpoa afl the ma- 

Bwijami^ and to Afia- 
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p^liac.' 

Baaftia, all this while, conliniietl to prt£Mfe tlic i<IOb^Yr. y ]^ 
lanics ^jf Jeroboam, and was engaged in conftant vm . 
with die king of Judah, when Jehu, the foil of Hanani, 
came from the Lord to tell him, that ftnee he had imitated ^ v 
his >redccedbr in his fm, he fhould Ukewife fliam in his 
p^ifliment, and be cut off with his pofteritjr*^ &a^a 
died foon after, and was fucceeded Iw his fon Elah, Who 
afeended the throne in the twenty-nxth vear of Afa^s 
feign : he had fcarce reigned two years before he felt die 
effeSs of Jehu's prcdidlion ; he was then at the fiege of 
Gibbethon, where Zimri, who commanded his i^bariots, 
flew him, and fejzcd upon his kingdom. Zimri's reign 
lafted but feven days, Omri, another general officer, being 
ebofen king by the army; yet found he time enough, in ^ 
thatlhort fpace, to deuroy the whole race of Baafha, 
e*fen to his remoteft relations* Omri left Gibbethon, aifd 
went to beficge him in Tirzahi but, before he could exi- ^ 
ter that city, Zimri went into the royal palace, and fet- 
thig it on fire, perifhed ht the flames; however, be 
reigned long enough to flicw himfelf unworthy of the 
Ini^dom, bjr his propenfity to Jeroboam^s idolatry*. 

Ofnri haa another competitor in Tibni, the fon of Gi* 
noth, whom one part of the people h^d cle&ed king ; W 
thefa^on of Omri, being mneh the ftrongey, foon jperfiiad-* 
ed die reft -to join with them ; fo Tibni was killed, and 
Omri reigned unriyalled. This revolution happened in 
the thirty-firft year of Afa's rei^. 

Ouring the firfl: ^ years of his government, Tivtsah 
behie then the royal place of refidcncc, Omri bought the 
MB Someioii, or Samaria, of one Shemer, for two talents 
of filver, and built upon it the city of that h^me, which 
^ made afterwards tpe xnetrog^Hs of his kingdom. ^ We 
have nothing more recorded ofhim, etcept that he reigned 
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vtaotiinia over the Ethiopiaa the text does not fty- Jllw 
Iwlii but the Cag, by 8^ towte %•, 

time grairn inmatiei^ by t^.-itb^t he-wbyiea hi* «• 
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•»Wib«xd|em^ 

ewft. AlfbStaftMAitite pri- *bi W* 

|bn. Hb Bkttrife' gWJ^ twWrtd wWV 
ftnmerlj^ twiwteother , 


SoiaH- 




The Htfiory nf ihe Jews 


Vr. fix fWB in Samaiia, in all the profligacy of his predeccf- 
: * 4 I»- fors j and was.fuccecdcd by his fon Ahab, who proved 
Atit0 Chr. more wicked than any of them 

^ Ahab began kis reign in the thirty-eighth year of A fa’s ; 
Making his imlawful marriage with Jezebel, the daughter of Eth- 
wfifiaiL baah king of Zidon^ proved a confiant fource of idola- 
tries and wicked deeds. He fuflered her to introduce 
the worlhip of the Zidonian deities, which confifted in 
human facrifices, and in the moft abominable ceremonies. 
Yr of Fl Whilft Ahab and his idolatrous queen were propagating 
*1434. * inapieties inlfrael, and murdering all thofe, whether 
AnteChr. prophets or others, who dared to cenfurc their conduft, 

' ^14' Jehofhaphat, who fuccccdcd Afa about the latter end of 

' . - the fourth year of Ahab’s reign, was employed in deftroy- 

e ing idolatry, and promoting the pure worfhip of God in 
kingdom, with Juch zeal and application, that it 
drew upon him and his people the greateft profperity and 
fuccefs. He was thirty-fiyc years old when he began his 
reign ; and the iirft ftep he took was to pull down all the 
monuments of idolatry and fodomitical groves, which his 
father had not been able to abolilh. In the third year of 
his reign he fent feme of the chief officers of his court, 
with a competent number of priefts and Levites, with 
copies of the Pentateuch, to inftrufil: the people through- 
MMdfueafh Jtingdom. At the fame time he fortified all the 

confiderable places of the land, and put garrifons in them, 
as well as in thofe which his father had taken from the 
kings of Ifrael* Befidcs tbele, be. maintained an army of 
above one million of fighting men. In a word, he was 
foprpfperous and powerful, thatnoneof his enemies dared 
to molcft him : the Fhili^ines and Arabians were tribu- 
taries to kip^i and his allijes were ftill increafing his wealth 
by ^eir pefepts *. 

'Jliua It fa fed with that religious pruice and his fubn 
jefta, wbiHi war and fainme were the reward of Ahab’s 
impiety in the kingdom of Ifmel^ r 
gnj0k'i At the cWd oC years F^fintcd hlmfelf to 

mettiia Obadiab, goveriior of Ahab’s koufe, as he was going in 
fearch of fome ireih brings of wi^er, to (ave that little 
catrfe they ha/l Icft^ whilft the king himfelf went another 
way upon the iame errand. . Ohadiah. was a piooa man, 
and had expreflTed itocomnton zeal for the God of Ifraet, 
by fa?i«g a liandrcd of his profjhets from Jeipcbcl’s fury, 
food in their concealment dur^ 
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jng tKc whole time of the famine. As Toon, thcrcfoits, 
as hefaw Elijah, he fell down at his feet, and received him 
with profound rcfpe<a \ but when the prophet bid him 
go after the king, and acquaint him with his arrival, he 
modeftly excufed himfelf* from executing lb dangerous a 
meflage : For, added he, there is fcarce a nation of 
kingdom from which Ahab has not exaded an oath, to 
bring you back to Samaria, wherever you may be found.” 

But, upon the prophet’s promifing, that he would fliew 
himfelf to the king, Obadiah went, and informed him of 
Elijah’s return, and his promife of a fpcedy rain. Elijah and Akak 
accordingly appeared, and the firft greeting between 
Ahab and him, was fuch as might be reafonably expedited 
between a wicked haughty monarch, and a perfon of that 
prophet’s charaditcr. After mutual invedi^ives, Elijah dehred 
that all Ifrael might be gathered together at Mount Car- 
mel, with all the priefls of Baal, whom Jezebel main- 
tained. Thefc being aflembled accordingly, he reproved 
the, people for halting between two opinions, and divid- 
ing their fcrvice between God and Baal. ** You fee, faid EUjaKs 
he, that I am the only prophet of the Lord that is left, 
and thofe of Baal are four hundred and fifty ; let them 
oifer up a bullock to Baal, and I will ofiTer up another to ^ ' 
the God of Ifrael ; and let the deity, whofc facrificc is 
confumed by a miraculous fire, be henceforth the only 
objedif of your worfhip.” As foon as the people had cx- 
preiTed their aflpnt to his propofal, the priefts of Baal 
were ordered to begin. They hewed their bullock in 
pieces, and laid it upon the altar^ and called upon Baal, 
from morning till noon \ but receiving no anfwcr to their 
invocations, they began, according to their cuftom, to 
cut themfelvcs with knives, till the blood ran down upon 
the ground ^ All this while El^h plied them with the- 
moft bitii^ fercafms, bidding them to cty louder, for Baal 
no doubt, was a great God, and would hear them, un- 
Icfs he were cither aflcep, or more advantageoufly em- 
ployed. At length, about the time of oflering the cven- 
ing-Ca orifice, he reared up an altar of twelve ftones, ac- 
cording to the Mofaic law, and laid the wood and viMiin 
upon it; then caufing a deep trench to be dug round it, 
he ordered the afiiftantg to pour water upon the altar 
tilf the trench was overflowed^ fteps being 

taken he called upon God wkh % loud vojc?c^ heg- 
gi^Of him that he would fliew himfelf to the whole 
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pCOfplc, to be th€ only God Of the Oniterfc 5 a fire dart- 
ing down from heaten, immediately" confuftied the vic- 
tim, wood and altar, and dried up all the water in the 
trenches ; at fight of which phaetiomena, the people fell 
upon their faces i and cried out, The Lord is the only 
God.” The prophet then addrefiing himfelf to the peo- 
ple, told them, that if they were really convinced, they 
ought to feize thofc falfe’ prophets, the priefts of Baal, 
who had feduced them from the worfhip of God, to ferve 
that filthy deity, and taking them to the brook Kifiton, 
put them all to death. The people obeyed this injunc- 
tion j and Ahab, whether the late miracle made him a 
profclytcj or he thought it dangerous to check their zeal, 
made no efforts for their prefervation. But when he 
reached his palace, he acquainted his queen with what 
had happened at Garmel, and what fhameful check her 
favourite deity had received, in fight of all Ifrael. One 
would expe£V, that the long wi(hed-for rain, obtained by 
the prophet’s prayer, might have comforted her for that 
misfortune, and have infpir^d her with an uncommon re- 
fpc6t for his perfon \ but it happened quite otherwife, 
and the death of fo many of her prophets threw her into 
fuch a rage, that (he vowed to fend the author of it after 
them by the next daj ; fo that Elijah was forced a fecond 
time to fly for his liie. 

By that time Ahab had reigned eighteen years, Bcn- 
hadad king of Syria came at the head of thirty-two petty 
kings, and a numerous army, and laid fiege to Samaria ; 
where, notwithftanding his great forces, and the arro- 
with which bemreatened both city and king, he 
$ofyemi^e- repolfed by a handfuT Of men, who fallied out at 
midklayi with Ahaktat their head, and fpreed him to fly 
with pr^igious lofs. fie endeavoured^ in thecourfe of 
the Itdlowiag ye^r, t)o ft^rieve his credit 5 and was de- 
feated ag^n by 'die Ifraclitcs with a terrible flaughter, he 
hhnfelf naving narrowly efcaped being taken pfifoner in 
the city of Aphek: but, upon his (ending from thence a 
fuhmimve irn^age, Ahab repeiv^ him with amazing con- 
delt^fion into his chariotj and brought him to his pavilion, 
whe# diey made an alliance Ibgether 1 after Which, he 
generc^fiy him whhmit jan^m« Tbe particu- 

£trs of faitK>us reader will find in me 

of Syrhiu As foon as Benhadad was departed, one 

hhnfdlf h^re Ahab, 
bis face befmeared with bl^ and duff: ; be complained, 
that during.tbe afidony a Syrian pri^^ 1i^ been Com^ 

mitced 
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muted to his cuftody, with a ftria tharee not to let him 
efcape, under p am of deaths but that, whilft he bufied 
himfclf about different things, the prifoner was Bed, 
and himfeff now in dangereif being punilhed for his nol 
glea. Ahab, who believed the faa to be really as ho 
told It, made no fcruple to pronounce him euUtr of 
death s but the proph^et, wiping his itce, and difcoverino 
himlelf to the king, footi gave him to undcrftand, that he 
had paffed fentence againft himfelf 5 and that fince he had 
left fb powerful an enemy of Ifracl to go free, when God 
had delivered him into his hand, hisjfe fliould pay for 
that of his prifoner., Ahab was ftruc^ith fuch Uirprizc 
at the boldnefs of the ftratagem, that he went away to Sa- 
maria full of grief and indignation": neverthelefs, he 
kept his word with the king of Syria, till that prince, de- 
taining Ramoth-Gilead, a city which^ bHonged to Ifrael, 
contrary to his promife, afforded him a pretence for in- 
vading his territories about three years after the laft pa- 
cification ‘ 


In the mean time, Ahab fufFered himfelf to be ft* 
duced by Jezebel to an inhuman deed, which proved fatal murdtn^; 
to him and hTs whole family. Naboth, an inhabitant of 
jezreel, had a vineyard contiguous to the palace, which 
Ahab offered to buy, or exchange for another piece of 
ground, intending to make an herb-garden of it for hi^ 
houfe ; but, as it- was reckoned fcandalous to fell an in- 
heritance, Nabqth was lincourteous enough to refufe the 
offer. Jezebel, incenfed at his obftinacy, fent a letter to 
the elders of Jezreel, fealed with the king’s fignet, com- 
manding them to proclaim a faff, and to hire feme pro- 
fligate wretches to fwear treafon and blafphcmy againft 
Naboth, for which he Ihould be ftoned to death. The 
Jezreelites, not daring to difobfey her order, fent her 
word foon after of Naboth’s death, and fhe acquainted 
Ahab with it; but, whilft he was taking polTcffion of the 
ground, the prophet Elijah came to him from God, 
foretold the deftru£tion that this murder would bring 
upon him, upon Jezebel, and upon his whole houfe | 
that the dogs fhould lick bis blood, where tfiev licked 
that of Naboth ; that Jezebel fhould be devoured m dog% 
and all his pofterity utterly cot off*. This dreadfm fen* 
tetice fo alarmed the king| that he rent his eloadil» re* 
turned hdnte overwhelmed with grief, 9nd, by a 
repentaaGe, obtained a gracious reftite | ft that the ea** 
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ftom^ hts naval trade, and partly in makinc. T' ^ 

to aflift him in the enteK • TJLk: ^ a ? 6u«:ft 

lM.t defu«l firft oAjI That 

Mai's tx. Coming the fucceft of the extoeditin A^ confulted con- 
fsJisita a- affeml^fbur hundred of ' k *™®sdiateljr 

«”“■ S;pf r^^SEff 

begged, that if 'herefore 

he might be fent for and confulted ^ XI ^ ‘he Lord 
fueh^ nian as he defired, Micaiah the fw of Cah" W 
his katwa Tcraeity had made him too odious to the kinl 

»”s^'K' IK tr ffir “ ‘ 

Ss; ■^■"t s 

ip^ lenomif, adjured him to tell the truth ir. »k- 

«r2Sf S; “4t f v' 

woaWl«,d«fotted, an! thi^God had fulfclH“h- 
lyeet hM death where he expefled a Tiaory/xh! kin^, 

^ xxi* iMdfiin, 

tl^in Aadub the dan<rh», ^ ^*3ra a Ion named 


^ dau^m” 


..jwever. 



I*3t, b«ng too caQ^ p^uoded toaCooraotMh'*”^ 
rowly efcaped Iharin^ J„ h*™. 


rowIyefcaFed fn Ae W ”3^ Xr™' Tf 

by a randoin (hot, died in the cveoinK. Xfoon'”!l”1?* 
death was known, his eenerals caufrH - *® •*'* 

foot’Shf"’^" ti‘ A 

oodko'doi J.t !^fut“JoLTidT&d “*”"’*■ 

thonot and Jianiera, were brought to a pool in thre'^M 

rer^Llt^i. '‘'*‘ “““' “ “ ''" 

Jchbftiaphat, on the other hand, having thus happily 
efca^d returned to Jerufalem; and, in the way,^wai[ 
met by the prophet Jehu, who reproved him in the fe- 
verelt termsj for entering into a confederacy with the im- 
pious king of Ifrael ; and the king, become fenfibic of his 
error by his late danger, endeavoured to retrieve it by a 
more affiduous application to every thing that related ei- 
thcr to religion, or the good of his kingdom. With this 
view, he made a progrefs through a great part of it, dili- 
gently eiammcd how the priefts inllruaed the people : 
how the judges and magiftrates adminiftered juftice 5 and 
every where exhorted them to their duty, with a zeal 
worthy of fo good a prince r, 

mean time, Ahaziah, who had fucteeded his 
father Ahab^ both in his kingdom and idolatry, happened 
to fall through^ a grate in his dining-room, about the fc^ 
cond year of his reign, and was fo hurt by the fall, that 
his life was delpairedpf. In this extremity, be fent mef* 
fengers to confult Beelzebub, the deity of Ekron, about 
his recovery 5 but thefe were met by Elijah, who fent 
them back with this aiTurancci that, fince he had fent to 
tht god of Ekron, as if there had been no God in Ifraei 
worth confulting, he fhould never leave his bed, till he 
was carried to his grave* At their retumi they acquainted 
the king, that they had met a prophet, who fent them 
back with a fentence of death from the Lord ) and, upon 
their deferibing hin^ that he was a hairy man| girt wttli 
a leathern girdle, he knew him to be Elijah, and diedfoon 
after, according to his prophecy^. Daring his fliort reign, 
the Moabites, who had been tributaries to Ifrael ever Esce 
yerohoam’s defe^lion, rebelled againft him ; wherdbre, 
when hia brother Jehoiam came to the erowUf he fent u» 
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j Jrfjo&apbAtf ' irhd nuidc<n0'i<miil^« 
<^ccMiop, to go iapeffony and help to reduce 
' ft yf^:W9Ufor Jehoxaoi, that he had fo good a 
for, when the arnjy was readyto perilh 
f^thi^, ?l»<ha, «hisrequcft, obtained a miraculous 
fiqpply of water, which at once rcfreflied the confederate 
a^y, wd, hy the red reflexion it occafioned at fun- 
r^ng,. fo tewiti^ the Midianitilh hoft, that Iftael gained 
a complete victory. ® 

I- , At length, towards the latter end of his reign, Jehoiha- 
^dt faw his kingdom invaded by the Ammonites and 
Moabites, with a mixed multitude of other nations, who 
poured in with fu^ velocity, that they had already ad- 
vanced as far as Hazazon-Tamar, or Engedi that is 
within thirty-fix miles of his capital, before he knew any 

courfe^L rTt emergency he had re- 

coMife to God, proclaimed a general faft, arid, went at 

the head of the people, who were aflembled at Terufa- 
lem upon that occafion, to the temple j where, having 
implored the divine aflifiance, in a humble and pathetic 
prayer, he was anfwered by .the prophet Jahaziel, that 
would 'fpeedily deliver him from thofe invaders in 
litoh an extraordmary manner, that he Ihould have no- 
thing to do but feize upon their fpoil. Accordingly, next 
rooming, the king went out againft them with a fmall 
ftill encouraged, as they marched, to 
■ ‘heir enemies were 

otW^slf * flaugbtering one an- 

oUiar with great fury, till they were all cufofli The 

they ^co^d well carry, they only chofc out the richeft, 
three days In gathering. On the fourth,' 
theyhidted at a , convenient valley, to retigrn thanks to 

‘he place liras 

(^od ikhe V^Hdf of Semkiih, or iU^ng. The army in 
W^rtt to Jerufalem, inariidied to the found of mu- 
Apal la^^itts, atJtOBjpsuiied. widi canticles fung bv 
jfX' liT J«holhaphat ended his 

Chron. xx« i-*- 30 , 

^ tSMBe time be^ faS* fome flflps of Ms owo to Tar. 

‘’’‘‘h "»‘h hh fleet ; for 

Alabp phit mt §i0ettly rebuked by 
iwyi^ bit eoufnit to who fore- 


*J 0 W bm oiwjkmgdom, and one fccne of ^r/id im 
^8*17 wickediTcfa. They were both ^vemed by ***^">- 
king® of the fame name, jehoram, king of Jodah, was 
ina^noed by hiflwifc Athiliah, theitnpioiis daughter of 
Ah^ ; ^d Jehoram, king of Ifrael, was dircacd by his 
m^otber jfezebcl : this proceeded in all the abommationa 
of IMS father j and that. introduced them into hia own 
kingdom, after they had been abolished by his two prede- 
ceflbra vboth bringing down the heavieft judgmenta from 
hteaven ; the one, by forfaking the .wavs of his pious fa- 
ther ) and the other, by continuing in thofe of hia impious 
parent. 


Jehofhaphat had left a numerous ifliic, and diftributed 
hia foils in fcveral cities of Judah, under proper tutorsi 
with ' appointments fuitable to their rank; but he waa 
fcarcc cold in his grave, before bis impious fon hgnalized 
the beginning of hia reign with the madacrc of thcln, and 
of all the nobles of his kingdom, who cither dared to op- 
pofe, or didike his cruelty*. After this barbarous pre- 
lude, being wholly influenced by his queen, he gave him- 
felf up to idolatry ; and cftabliflied the worfliip of Baal, 
through the kingdom, as well as in the metropolia, in 
imitation of his fatheF-in4aw. Jbr thefe Crimea he was 
feverely reproved in a letter by Elyahf a little b^orethat 
prophet's aflumptkin whereimwasforetoM>ai)K»ngjiiany 
other evilsi the alipQ# total extirpation of hia pmeritfi 
and the king'^ own ^ath by an mcurahle dUme in his 
bowdi**. , 

The^ ill# of the divine dtQ>}eifttie wbidi he felt> £dbm'/ fi 
the iievoh of the Edomites, w^ vdufed to pty him "d r#<i/W 
he i^al tribute* Jdiorarii out agiinft thM, 
lefeat^d them; bmtheyfnnn recovered fttength enou^ 
o ihake oCthe yoke;i and to fet up a kii^of thek own: 
hai vei^fylhg pniplu^jr, that llfau’a po#eri^ 
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edd the Ibfi of that fleet, ver in the iequel, let any of 
diwfa h aippe B ted^^aapBudh^ the with bit 

br which reafohfae would ne- oim* 
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. ^isld ia time thake off die yoke of^ |ac<^. die ikme 
toe, Ziimb, kebi^og to die pdefts, in the tribe of 
|iHlah| and iip<m to frondm of 14^ revolted from 
Jelioraiii i nut tbe£^ revolt* were only to preludes of to 
judmaents diat were to fall npdn him. His kingdom was 
piefcndy after invaded by to Philiftincs and Arabians, 
who penetrated even to Jeriiiakm, and carried off all the 
riches of that tnetre^oks, together with Jehoram’s wives, 
and all his fons, except only Jehoahaz, who was the 
youngeft* and fucceeded him on to throne, jehoram 
wto foon after fchzed with an incurable difeaie in his 
belly, probably a bloody-flux, which lafted two years, and 
weakened him to fuch a degree, that his bowds came 
out, and he died with extremity of pain (N). 

Whilft Judah groaned under thefc difafters, Elifha was 
working wonders for Ifracl. He performed a miraculous 
cure Hipon Naaman, a famous general of the king of 
Syria, and difcovfcred all to fecrct defigns of that prince 
to the king^^ of Ifrael;, thus preventing to Syrians, for 
fomc time, from fucceedk^ in their attempts ^ainft him. 
But at length Bcidiadad advanced, not by ambuihes and 
ftralagcmB^ as formerly, but with a nuiherous hoft 5 and 
Samaria fo clofc, tot it began to labour under a 
r « ’ very feverc famine ^ infomuch tot an afs's head was fold 
for fourfcorc pieces of filver, and a fiyiall meafuic of 
pulfe (O) for five- How long this fiegc had lafied, is not 

eafy 

(N) He reigned eight years, ule for it, as might anfwer this 
tour with lus father Jeholba- exedfive price, that a mea- 

^^“b held but fix eggs, 
itiftalc having IhOuld fell for above eleven 
tontoed hjiti incapable of feilH^ It were endlefs to 
^renMng his king&tfi, be was mention aU their various con- 
obligidtojnskehisfen Jehdu-' jedhires : we have therefore 
lm,otoiwlfe oaQed Alumb, followed the learned Bochart’s 
^nceiey, who fueoeedod him verfipn, who prtwes, that the 
toiunyear atoi and in tbe ^prd amoiig otor fhmjeit fifi- 
twdfth of Jehbram king of Ifr , pifiei a kipo of pc^M, common 
. in all thofe Ci^htqes, which 
ii trantoions to Jto m PPtohlar ufed to 

hato ^deto the woid ^iT- patch otokbd firb fot food- 
by dtoj* they have As to what we read farther, 
^ ^ ^ «fiV b^ was fold for 
10 find out fuch an upwiidsof nisie ptntos of our 
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eafy to ^gucfes but what might incrcafc this grievous fa- 
puue. was that It begun W years before in the Ld ‘ 
who timdy fom^w it, fenthls S 
the Shunamitc, of whom we fliall have occafion to 
fpcak out of the kingdom, to feck for food 

cohep of the prophets, and now and then aifbrdcd them 

the city. By this time the cxtrwnity to which Samaria ^gr,ai 
was reduced, feemed cither to have obliterated all the fJiw, 
former fervices of that prophet in the mind of the king i 
or, more probably, to have rendered him fufpeaed of be- 
ing gamed over to the Syrian intcreft, fincc he fuffered 
the City to labour under thefe difficulties, without inter- 
pofing his miraculous power, as upon other occafions. 

His fulpimon at length broke out with unufual fury, upon 
thc^ following dreadful occaiion : the king was taking a 
melancholy turn round the walls of the city, when a wo- 
man came to him, and begged for jufticc againft another, 
whom fhe had admitted to eat a fliare of her child, upon 
condition that, when they had made an end of him, the 
other's fliouldbe likcwife killed and drefled tofupply their 
common want;.butnow the fccond lefufcd tofulfil herpro- 
mife, and had concealed her infant in order to preierve 
its life. Such a ihocking tale, accompanied with ail the 
marks of defpaLr, could not imt fill the dilbefled monarch 
with the utmoll horror i he rent hiscloathsj difclofcd his 
fldh covered with fackcloth i and, fwcaring that Eliffia's 
head fhould pay for the diftrc(s of the people, fent im- 
mediately an officer to take it off. Eliiha, aware of his 
defign, was complaining of the king’s cruelty to the el- 
ders of Ifrael, who were at hjfs houfo, juft as the meffen- 
ger of death entered. However, the prophet found 
meauis to -detain him at the door, till the king himfelf ap- 
peared* Afi^er the prophet had reprefented to him the in- 
juftke of punilhing an innocent perfon, for a calamity 
which was fent from above, be deli red him to have but 
patience till next day, by which time there would be fuch 
a fufiply of provifion in Samaria, that a buihcl of fine 
flour ihouldpe fold for a Ihckel of fiiver, and the reft in 
proportion. 

money, though it was an uu- that time, to tkdr extiem 
dean creature, and forbidden want of pronfion, which, ia 
by the law of Mofos ; we muft all fucb cafos, may be allowed 
attribute the earing of it at ii| dirpcnfe with law. 

Ffa Tha 
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jigrtat 
pietrty in 
Samaria^ 


ptaii^otii #i#“ iMiMIMil j that vtt 

night feme JcMrt, who le^^hii thc outfidc of the eah 
Moft penflung with htae^i refol^d, whatever i»i#l! 
brfal toOtt, ^ into the Syrian eamp, in hope* to 

4(^ than fliat off ^mng. They entered it without hefi 
tetioo, awJ weresfefprifed to^d the teirisi fnU of provi 
&m, P mkn. As dn a 

they had fatiafied theif- hteiger With what thev found a 
hand^thw returned ahd oommurfeaied the ncwatothi 
famitod Stmantam. Tlw king, at lirft, ftifprtled it ti 
be a ftratagem of the Syrian*, pOntrived to hrifce him on 
the Oty j ^t, upon hie fending a party to examint 
he found, that the enemy had 
Wally fled With ^ utmoft precipitation, and Ifcfi^theii 
teute, horfes, and teggage. On the preceding night ii 
■feem* the Loyd had eacited an taetraordinarf noife of 
<*arims, horfe*, ind armour, whidh made them coiiclude, 
that J^.Oram had hired the ting* of Egypt, and other 
neighbownjjg natiohs^ tb teomc to his affiftancb. This 
fnp|»fitioh«fpread fuch an ^ panic thrtttgh the 

whoU^c^p, ^at they not fo much as flay to mount 
their horfea, burfled m the Utmoft cdnfufion; feivihe, 
Ilf f "**5^ Of rich ptunder, fuch a quan- 

tity W provifione, that a .meafiire Of -fine flour was fold 
for aflitkd, and thb l^rojportibn^ at the gate of Sa- 

the po^iUty of fuch an •unexpeaed plenty, and bhd 
been ^wered-by the prophet;- that he fliooW fee irwith- 
AlIiS'^f^^ f appointed by the king to ftand at 

VLilS^. ^ detivenipce, tire prbphrt, 

f ^ ^'^i^tc theilnglffy ^reejthauflted 

Aro^ old t^> ^uee;, and difapptHittlMcttts; What 
^ de^ ud refnlt of die vif,t wen, the -reader may 
fee in the hiftory of Syria. lij'the mean tftne tbe king of 
!Sw hilnf^ Hliiring hW ahfi^^ l«th the 
Ehiha a wonderful a^Sons, feom the mouth of 
IL* } who, anumg other diitm, wa*giv- 


L-i-1 — •» wer oimgs, wasgiv 

Sfrii ho3£K“iJ? of to ^ ^ ^ Sk„%. 

#iaa bo^ p hfe J and of; to h^r^.heffa- 

a * Bing*, vti, pafC ' 



tofeefc their hnad «« of the kingdom, durian the 

made a„ S of 

the ftory, when the woman heifelf came, in a luctv 

conBfMted dUrmg her abfence } and gave Gehazi, who 
prrfently c^led her to mmd, an opportunity of being 
both, her evidence and advocate. So many favourable cir® 

*e *mg even grtnted her more than fhe aflted s and or- 
dCTcd, thatOie fliouW have not only her land, but like- 
Wile the feyen years income af it refunded 
By this time Hazael having murdered Benhadad, and 
invaded bw throne, according to the word of Elifha, Je- 
horant, who was then at peace with the king of Judah, 
thought It a favourable junaure to try his fortune 
againft R^oth-Gilead, which his father had attempted 
m vain. He fent at the fame time to Ahaziab, who had 
fucceeded his father in Judah, and invited him to accom- 
pny him in that cnterprizc. Ahaeiah, who was then 
but twemy.two years of age (P), being the youngeft of all 
ins brethren, who bad been carried away captive in his 
father’s days, was wholly conduaed by his mother Atha- 
liah, and by fuch counfellors as flic plcafcd to appoinL 
And, as he followed all the impious ways of his f^her, 
he made no difficulty to enter into a confederacy wiro the 
king of Ifrael. This expedition feemed at firft more ftic- 
cefsfnl than the former ; but, in the event, it proved the 
fatal fource of endlcfs misfortunes to Ifrael, by giving 
Hazael an occaiion of exerciflng all thofc cruelties which 
had been foretold by Eliflia. Neither did it prove lefs 
fatal to jehoram j the city was indeed taken, but he him- 
felf was fo dcfpcrately wounded in the attack, that he 
was forced to return to JezreeJ to be cured ; leaving Jehu 
at the hea4 of a number of forces, to fecurc the place, 
whilft the king of Judah probably returned to Jerulalcm. 
In the mean time Eliflia fent one of the young prophets 
to^Ramoth, where he ordered him to anoint Jehu king of 
Ifrael privately ; and to tell him, that he was appointed 
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(P) ^he bodt of the Chm- not of his age, btitof fhe 
nicies makes him l^u hit tiii^ adiich had elapfed from 
rrign m^tfae hirty*^c&at^fe:kv Cart's amltgto the erown, 
of Sis a^; but that io the rrigo m Ahkaiah, m 

to be an error, unk6 we wiU Tremeiaiit»doei,irhieh amauiit 
underhand thole fortj^^two jdfl to that number. 

Ffj by 



bj^ God to execute his vengdtocc againft theVhole race 
of Ahab, even to the impious -Jezebel, whofe carcafe 
Ihould fliortljr be devoured by dogsj whilft all the reft of 
his family were condemnefi to perHh by hta fword. The 
prophet had no Iboner executed hts commilHon, and 
pouted the oil upon his head, than he ded out of the 
tent with all fpecd, to avoid farther examination. When 
Jehu came forth, his officers alkcd what bufinefs that 
mad man had with him; and, as fobn as he had ac- 
quainted, them with the fecret, they all paid their homage 
to him, and proclaimed him king of Ifrael by found of 
the trumpet. But Jehu did not think proper to difclofe 
his defign, till he had reached jezreel, and furprifed the 
wounded king before he could be in a condition to op- 
pofe him. Thither he rode with all fpecd, at the head of 
his , men ; and when he came within fight of the place, the 
watch acquainted the court with the arrival of the infur- 
gents, 'Oie frightened king fent two meflengers fuccef- 
fivcly, to enquire whether or not they came peaceably. 
But Jehu ordered them both to turn behind his chariot. 
The ccntinel having informed the king of this circum- 
ftance, he communicated it to the king of Judah, who 
was come to vifit him ; and thefe two monarchs went 
w^'^their guard againft Jehu, who by that time was 
knXm from the furious velocity with which his chariot 
was driven. The place where they met was the vine- 
yard, for which Naboth had loft his life ; and here Jeho- 
ram alked him, whether he came peaceably; but Jehu 
foon gave him proof of the contrary, by upbraiding him 
with his and his mother JezebefB murders and idolatries, 
*^and by putting himfclf in a pofturc of oflbnce. The 
frighted monarch cried out hi Vain to Ahaziah, that they 
were betrayed : before he could turn his chariot about to 
kings enemy, Jehu pierced his heart with an arrow, 

if JitdaA and ordered one of his captains to xaft his bc^ into Na- 
W ifroil botb’s field, there to be devoured, according to ffie word 
of Elijah. At the fame tim<! the king of Judah, terrified 
at the tfiwedy, endeavoured to avoid Iharing his brothers 
fate, by ^ng throug^h. the private road that led to the 
garden-houfe ; but Jaiu ordered a detachment to purfue 
him, by which being overtaken at theafeent of Gar, he 
received diy^ mortal wofimhii of which he died as foon 
.M ht bad tiwtehed the city of lfegiddo, Iheoce he was 
carried to JeiVufalein, and busted with his'aneeftors; hav- 
ing rdgtiod ^ year, and leasing ofily qne fon^ a child, 



to the 

who ■ftcrwards fuccecded him, when he wai m but 
levcn years of age. ^ * 

Jehu’a trooM went in purfiiit of Ahaziah, Jehu 
himfelf marched dircaiy towards the royal palace of Jez- 
reel, where Jwcbel, the queen-mother, by that.time in, 
formed of her fon s fate, was waiting to gire him fuch a 
haughty welcome, as did not well fnit with her prefcnt 
micumftances; but (he hoped, perhaps, that , he would 


„ F«iiaii8, rnar.ne would 

Ihcw fome regard, if not to her quality, at lead to her fex i 
perhaps alfo (he thought thatlhe had (till charms enouch, 
in Ipite of her years, to captivate the new monarch, cfpe- 
ciaUy after (he had improved them by arf, and with the 
richeft ornainents. She was looking out of a window 
when Jehu entered the palace, and, in a haughty tolie, 
a&ed «ina, whether he expe£led a milder recompence of 
his rwliion, than his predeceCor Ziinri had formerly 
rcc^vecl ? Jehu Itaid not to .give her au anfwer ; biit obw 
fenring fome eunuchs Handing on each fide, he com- 
manded them to throw her out of the window. They 
forthwith obeyed his order} fome of her blood was 
daflicd againft the wall, her body trampled to death by the 
horfes that were in his retinue, and afterwards devoured kUUiL 
by dogs. 

The prophet’s fentence was not yet fulfilled : the 
whole race of Ahab was included in the predi^ion, and 
he had left feventy fons, who were all brought up under 
governors in Samaria. Jehu, therefore, did not think fit 
to enter that capital, till he had tried whether the chief 
magiilrates of it had cour!i|;e enough to undertake any 
thing for the poftericy of their late king. To this end 1^ 
fent letters to diem, feeminely to exhort them . to w i%l| p 
choice of one of the bravelt of Ahab’s ions, and to £tt 
him upon the throne. But tbey^ who rightly gueiled at 
the meaning of fuch a mefiagc, chofe rather to (acrificc 
that unhappy race to Jehu’s luccefsful valour, than to run 
the riik m turning it againft themfelves. He no fooner 
underftood tfaeir inclination, than he fent them an order 
to put all young princes to death, and to bring their Si>vm^ 
heads in belkets to him by the next day } an order which 
was pimdually executed. Th^ bloody prefeni being fent 
to Jezreel that very night, Jehu ordered them to be laid 
in heaps at the gate m Samam; and next morning the 
eldeia of that city came, and panted theodelyes hefore 
him. As foon as he faw them, ht fpp^: to theiii to this 
In aU probability you Idok upbp tne as the foie 
author of all this bloodftcd, as the murderer of yodv late 



Sitig, sUtKf^ the 

apinfl Jeh'c^m, did not jf^a murder all ydnng 

e tieesi ^ defme itiight have tf ^ou 

I thoe^t fit ? EJAow yd, therelorci that neithtr you 
I ha^e done ifw^re than e^^eouted the i^ntence which 
h^ been pronounced againl^- Ahah’a poftetity. But I 
have not finifhed ntf talk, aa long as there remains any of 
hk fcinflncfi, Counfetlofs, ptieftsyor any of the abettors of 
his crimes.” Accordingly, thefc were aN put to death 
before he dt^arted from JenrOeL 
Jehu then took the road to Samaria^ and in hk Way 
met forty-two princes of the houfe of Judah, going down 
to pay a vifit to thofc of the houfe of Ahab, all of whom 
be caufed to be flain upon the fpot. After thk maffacre, 
he met with Jehonadabj the fon of Rechab (S), and carried 
him in hk chariot to Samaria, that he might be an eye- 
vritnefa of hk zeal agaiiifl: the impious 'wodhip^rs of 
B&af. 

When he arrived at that capital, he caufed a folemn 
fcaft to he prockinled, p^tending great zeal for that 
deity 1 and ordered ell ks priefirs; prophets, and votaries 
tobe prefenf at' it, on pain of death. As foon as they 
were aflcmbled in' fuch numbers as filled the temple, he 
comthtmded a body c# troopa to rulh in, and put them all 
to the fwordy in the^ tnidic of their woHhip. After this 
flaUghter, he buried aH the idok and ornaments j and the 
buitdidg^beirig dofttoUlhed, the place became a common 
iekeS. hiOinetec^Ue Was not the only place in which 
temploe and ilime had to Baal 5 fthe infoiaion 

Ijii^ fpf^^ad kfolf tbroughout the kingdom, which he now 
^ Ijpecies of idokftry^ God being well 
a prophet to affurehim, that 
Ififd filould rmnain kt his polkrity till 
}fa|,py wO(kd it have been for 
Yr- pf Fh htej lf dik pnM^e had encouraged him to extirpate 
A ^ihewife the worftiip of the golden cahres of Dan ai)d 

^ Bcth-ldybdt he followed Jferdboam-s politics as Jong as he 
Fopthk rcafo^'Cod iNsfohed to cut Ifrael fhort, 

llecbildfeiwne a ^ They abfiahied fiom 

fotof iwiigiQmlb, wlMK.dima^ i wine, nejp^ all weddly pofr 
^iffaed chemfblves by aud would not even 

jatyef . eiQ]^ thendelves in any kind 

ew^. oCs^m 

m )um% tHk, wjbumed lu 


even 


to tie 

ihe begihaing of yt reiga} To Ant Unmet 
pfevailed again^theiti) and took a great number of towwn 
from the two tribes and a batf on the other (tde of }ot^ 
dan, behdes fome other frontier towna on Ats fide ^ aod 
ravaged all the places he came to^ putting all the in^bkw 
ants to the fword in the moll inhoman manners as we 
have feen in the Svrian hiftory. Jehu dying in the 
twenty-eighth year or his reign, was buried in 
and fuccceded by his ibn jehoahaz *. 
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Wbilft Jehu was thus laudably employed in aboHflutig 
the worfhip of Baal in Ifrael, the impious Athaliah ufed im^hui 
her utmoll endeavours to extirpate that of the living Gods 
and even the remembrance of it, out of Judah. The 


death of her Ton Ahaziah, and of forty»two princes of his 
hoofe, followed by that of Jezebel, efie^ed by a perfon 
newly raifed to the throne of Ifrael in a>nfequeiicc of the 
divine command, filled her with fuch abhorrence bo A oi 


the race and the God of David, that fhc refolved not (So 
iheath her fword, until (he had totally esdipated the on^ 
and invalidated all the promifes of the other* Bur wUlft 
(he was wreaking her fury againft the fad remains of As 
l)Oufi| 6f Judah, Providence condu£led Aither Jehofhebas 
the daughter of the late king Joram, married to Ac high^ 
pried Jehoiada This pious princeis found means to 
favc young JoaA, her brother A.haztah’s fon, who was 
then out a year old, from Athaliah's fword, and to con^ 
vey him and his nurfc out of Ac palace, unperceived by 
Aat cruel queen. This infant prince was conveyed into 
tbe temple, where he was brought up under Jenotada’s 
care, and kept with Ac utm^ privacy till he was feven 
years old. During this intcrvalf Athaliah tyrannized 
over Judah without controul, filling Jcni&km wiA 
blood,: ind ckdroying the feirants of Ac true God, Aar 
Ac might more efFefiually cftabliA A« worAip of Baal 
Arough the kingdom. By this time her murders and i^m- 
pieties were grown to fuch , a height, that Jehoiada 
bimfclf forced to put a flop to them, by prodomng Ac 
only remains of David^s race, at once to eofivinoc Ac 
pie, that God was ftill mindful of his ^mife to that holy 
monarch, by miracuioufly from Ac jaa/t « 

nbnWio. This inglwprieft prr/irrW, 

ttfmpfe fbme of the Atefs and^iAlers of |o^ht upon whirfc 
fifdcitt He could depeiJdw IfeyiBgimfliid ^ nndCT 

oaAs of Ict^Odf, Hi piSbnisf mo- 


IBangtz. pertot* iCSwof. t Sf ^ sC^f^***^* «• 
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MthoBah is 

/■M. 


**^^*u*^ ^ iaved; 

eibofttd d|Diii4 10 JUnd nowj if cm, in th^ defence 
of fhcir tr^ fo^ereij^, of their reUgion and liberty, llic 
chlefa itceiyed thc^ tidings of their prcferved king with 
eati4 joy and fuipriae. To give him an immediate proof 
of ttor zeal and attachment, they took an oath of fidelity 
10 him, promifing the high-prieft, that they would raife 
foTcea without, whUft he llrcngthcned himfelf in the 
temple, by retaining and arming all the pricas, Levites, 
amd Nethinims. iUl thefe fteps were taken with fuch 
fccrccy and difpatch, that the temple was foon filled with 
armed men, to wlmm Jehoiada appointed their feveral 
pofta i by which time the generals without had raifed a 
lufficient number of troops, ready to fccond them upon 
the firft fignal. On the day appointed, the young mo- 
narch was brought -out, and condudf ed into the priell’s 
po rch, attended with a numerous train of armed Levites. 
\Wrc being anointed and crowned bv the high-prieft, who 
likcwifc adminiftered to him the ultul oath upon the la- 
cred volumes, he was feated upon a throne, where he re- 
ceived the homage and loud acclamations of the people ; 
and that facred place echoed with the found of “Xonir 
five king Joafli P* ^ ^ 

Athaliah, alarmed at this noife, rufhid into the porch, 
whete feeing the young king enthroned, and furrounded 
•by fuch a number of armed men, Ihe rent her garments, 
exclaiming ** Trcalbn 1*^ Jehoiada, fearing left his zealous 
Levites fhoukl poUute that facred place with her blood, 
ordered her to he hurried out of it, and put to death. 
Then the king was conduced from the temple to the 
ix>yal palace, and the • newd of this happy change was 
pwlaimed throughout the kingdom. The high-prieft 
bciM now in ercat cftcem.both with king and people, 
took hold of . mis haf^y jumSfurc of the public Joy, to 
Tcyt out once more the worlbip of Baal. Ibcy began 
with the tetok of that idol, whe^ having facrificed Ma- 
ther the infai^ua pikft, at the foot of the altar, they 
pull^ the whole fabi^ ,to the gmutid ; nor did they defid 
untti . they had likcwife deftroyed all thq other temples, 
^8, ^d tnonumimte ofjj^ i^ wodhip, which 

Atiuliah anAher|iiedeceiSrsliadjrw^ both in Tc- 
rafalem and Judah » Jehoiada likewife employed his in- 
flaeme in a new leronnatioa at court, and in the 

^pte* ^0. M the greateft 

and g»al m <Jie late revolution, to the higheft 
id ilk i^vcrniii^ci mi by rehodbg that regul^cy 

in 



Ill tlie dlYific Teryice, which hadb^n interrOBted 
the reigna of fo many impiotif montrcha. He in parti- 
cular prohibited *alj ilrangers^ aud idolatrous a^ftaiea* 
from entering the temple of God; and appointed pwtets 
at the gates; to prevent all unclean perfonsi of what kind 
foever, from being admitted*. 

Joaft, who was proclaimed king in the feventh year , 
of his age, continued to tcilify his grateful fcnfc of the 
Divine Providence, by his uncommon zeal for the wor- 
fliip of God, during the life of the high-priefl. One of 
his firft cares, after he was come to age, was to repair 
the dilapidations which had been made in the temple. 

To this end he ordered the priefts and Levites to make 
their vearly circuits through all the cities of Judah, and 
to raile voluntary contributions among the people, befides 
the poll and redemption-monej, to be employed in finilh- 
ing thofe repairs. But the priefts, who looked upon the 
latter as part of their own revenues, executed his orders 
with fuch reluflance, that he was forced to difeharge 
them at once, and to commit the whole care qf the mo- 
ney and repairs to the high-prieft, and other ^oper 
ofi»ra. But Joafh’s zeal did not long furvive Jehoi- 
ada^ife. That good old prieit died in the hundred and 
thirtieth year oAis age. In honour of his faithful counfel, PL 

and fignal ferviecs to the king and nation, he vtras buried 
in the royal fepulchre of Jcrufalem ; and with him Teemed Ante ciir. 
to expire the remembrance of all that he had done. ^ Soon 85P. 
after his death, the bafe princes of Judah, tired with dif- “ 

frmbling a zeal for God, which that pontiff’s authority 
had only forced them to profefa, came and proftrated 
themfclves before the king, defiritig that they might bate 
leave to return to their old way of worihip,^ which they 
had’bcen ufed to in former reigns. The king, pleaft^ 
perhaps, with their uncommon fubmiffion, having readily 
granted their re^ueft, they immediately forfook the teid- 
pic and worlhip of God, and fet up new altars to thofe 
filthy idols, which they had formerly been ufed to worChip 
in tbeir groves with the moft abominable ceremonl^ 

This ungrateful apoftacy, after fo fignal a deliverance, 
was not, however, ^nifhcd, till they haff b^n 
forewrned, by fcycral prophets, of the mifcncs whidi 
U would bring upon thcm(1^. ^cn they proi^ 


t flings, Sff. paC ■ Chfoo.aiifilifar; 


(If) Among thofe projdieti, 
y9}ko dared to rqprovc the king 


and hitiudileh was the high* 
piieft Zcdiariah, the worthy 
^ Ton 
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wSifc? SS5^*!2^il?® ***“ to eommit fe«K 

te “ “*>« way to efcape fliaring thdr 

y bf flHppmg tha tender ami hia .wit paifee, of 
^^ev-traafufe, amlgTOBgjt at a ianfom to Sie Syrian 
^^ror, who, tlH., gr«ifiedi kft Jorofikm, «. 

to Damafeua*. loalh, hpw^ever. did notefcape 
^edmne ♦eaeea^i though ho then laboured undei^ 
i Jya femau confpired aaainft him and 
htm « h« l^, in tl4 fortifth Jtar of h^ 

him in the twenty-fifth year of his 
S^b|whi*h time Jehoahaa, the fon of /ehn, having 
feventeen yw$m Qiael, hadlcfi the kingdom to 
Jbaflu D^g ^ia period nothing confderabjc 
^s h *” ^ fangdom, eaeept that thci^iola- 
^8_bad alforapofrf them to the cruel oppieidirof 
tihe^g of^iaj, till Jehpaijaz’t repcn|hice and prayer 
a kind of iiuraculotM. deKverance. What hip- 
^^.duriM bis fon sre^ we Mt fee in its proper 
^5^ la the mem time the young king of Judah Lu^ 
^^mrs of hia lkher to be put to death , but the 

ebiWren, according to 
tow of Mofea*. Amauuh bad, indeed, feen fuch 
»» judgments mfliGed upda joafli, his father, and 

t tpi. (Ufli & Chron; axir. pSK i Dt„t, ,*t». ,* 

fuctoUbr of. the late God wofild fpeedily poniih the 

’k&^ i? ***• .“* ®“>)der HWO the^ king and 
him liu hto. The iinpwut them; arf his pre^ifliro was 
to belfoiied fcan AilfiHedi ' 

^ (Y) JfoaA' hy rhis time, 

mdich aibbonence forthe innr* 
dwr of th e 1 ii%h. prieft, tharbe 

^ e^d^ved of the roytl 
%»igh" he 


fomfeditifn 

mth hi €he vipiy c^mt of 
tempte, wttibout «^atd 
^berto tfieplt^p ^ y^ha* 
m « piP^fSiet tod iugh* 
friAmtariheg^fa^ 
>» toiw 

^!%oiih hii and ktogdom. 


• tte li- 


text fays, that 
did pot sk^olit his body 
fi^gulchre of his • aocef^ 
mjii; bi^hi ^mepUre apdrr. 

m 



ii^t&et6 ^lem % he dh^ wt too fcMMii' 4*^ | 

Joafli, havingteu^i hU idpiph^ andiucoe^^ 
hJs «f^ was a« imppY^aiidtn^Ca(/ tSs %ttai liMc(s ^ 

tj^ft the EdemiteSj ptomife4 tp ht^ hyJ&tl htttf^^ 

<li4 bat too mach fwtU At hthirt ' of thkt Jovm iwmaiti. 

Ht had an army of three hutidred Aodand nitfip 

and hired a hundred Aoufand moretif kh» of 

when he was going npoln that expeditidn; bat' was < tit 
kngth prevailed Opoti, by a pT 0 |Act, to difaiifs AeTe 
not without gtett refentmem and ahimofity on Aek fil4^ 
of ^bith Aey failed not to give' an aniple proof, by biim->"' 
iflg and rava^ng aH the coy^rics Arough winch Acy 
pafled in Acif return hpme. Tnia oatrtge brden ^ll omSe 
all frkndAip between thofe two monarchal and pioi^ 
thcfouit^ot a bloody war. Happy had it been for dU 
maziah If tbU bad been all; but that infatuated prinoti 
after his viffory over Edom, 'beoanie to fond ^ Ae klol(^ Wi^ 
which he had taken from therni Aat he cauled Aem to 
hie fet up in Judah at his return, and went fo Ar ta to 
bum iticenfe before them With his ownhands, jmd vented 
fom^infolent tbtears to a prophet fent from to fetlsini 
him%qm his idolatry. 

Amaziafa hadl indeeds ca^k to refent the rlvagto 
whidi the diAahded ffaelrteshad committed in his king* 
dom, during his expedition againit Edom ; ahd, had me 
been Icfs elated with his fuccefsi might hato taken rnone 
proper mealbres for doing himfelf juftke, On Ae othto 
hand, JoaA had no left re^n to truil lo his own valour. 

Soon after his acceiSon A Ac crown, he had been pay?- 
a to An pi!#bf* EbA^ 

lying on his dkathirbed. He rsp^efented to that holy pcs- 
^ Awi mdinebofy ftate in wincA ht was coiag tO' kav« 
the kingdom } which hswl ali^dfy fidPetoa tlie gieaittft 
calamities from Afc kings of Syria^ during the 
reigi^ \ ' and Ac pfophet had prophefied to him, thafw 
Aoutd gain Arcefuqiiliedifig viSoHcs oyer thkt domindci^ 
ing nation,?,.^ ; JoiAf .iWgtorC| who bii<l| hf 
given fich figful PTOofe of his jcoura&c If 

chofe ga*p^ Sjtiani *hilw 

incdvering all^Ac pfeieca wbi A Acy ^tAen^JHPiwp^w 

f»cdeceS>rs4Z)» feAear m HW* 

a a>Klng% hiii«M4# Jr . >. . hi 

(Z) It is tak ^ to fewr- W- 4* - 




> ■ d^fanoe. • . Thg ^^bret be retumetl 
*W cou®att laACc inoft .{c^m&l an^ mortifying terms 
i^rtbe>d(cgoi7 of a rleipic^te thiftle, which, ha?inK 
to%i aUianciB with the noble cedar, had, for his 
wiMtKnv been under the feet of a wild beaa : 

bh concluded with adnfing him to reft contented with 
jbie 1^ pet^ viaorie*,- and not fuffer his ambition 
m drive han into a.defp^cate attempt, which would end, 
m alUiKelihoodf in tbe total lob of his kingdom. A* 
inazmh.was only the more exaQwrated at this anforer. 
liSatud i m me dia tely took, die field againfl this rival, and 
*e two armies met in the neighbourhood of B«h- 
V feemcfii, where Jndah was totally routed. Jofephus adds, 

that thev were feiaed wdth fnch a panic, at the very firft 
on^ that they turned their backs without ftriking ond 
firoke, and left their king at the mercy cd*' the conoueror* 
Aipa^ was aaually taken prifoner, and toafo marched 
On withfom, and hts own army, to jerufolem, whem he 
obbged his captive to buy his freedom, at the ezpcnce of 
all the gold and filyer which were fonnd, either in the 
temple or inhis owntteafury. Thep he demoliftied about 
fotir hundred cubits of the cUy wall, and, having taken 
fome hoftages, returned to Samaria. He did not Outhve 
thi* vifbory aboyc erne year} and was |iicceeded by his 
fon Jeroboam, the focond of that name, after be had 
reigaed iizteen years. As for Amaaiah, though he out- 
hiit^difgtace about fiiteeo years, yet we read no more 
of him till the latter end of his reign, when, having dif- 

* Ant. lib. is. cap. le. 


{ to bury a coipfe io the 
* ourhood of Samaria, per- 
a hand of Moabites 
mmii^tinnidithen, for (m 
they oft dm dad 
hodf -fow Bbbift tiMid), and 
,lM.I b«|t,,m (boa w. k had 
tbatbed the hoses of the dead 
wopb*?,- the mad revived, abd 
mi^;iite them. -Wd have B- 
1ltt^WeKyifo,iofi^ 
in thbimA' ef Eedefiafficdt t 
BMhMti %s that^S,' 
waiii>fflled trim the fpoit- of 
' ItWtft 4m livetb he 

jW M '. w SB d by any 
rctiiild my bik^ 


mm lato laigeaioB ; nb word 
could oveccontB him ; and, 
afier hisdeath, he pro^efied, 
fcCo'* 

wtliofB, li«Mittverg not 
cMmii tfaoiniittdea Me 
. M wfoiid« durii^ life, 
and ato ni# ileai^ af- 
tW, tt l^a o^e 

fn me gMen calves atoiKMii^ 
id tfam wDfdi, with fucE a 

to |eniEac»^ 

*• Thit jflie that it to (feftrojr 
Uic Moby and br^ 

the ih pkccs.** 

cGtered 








CDv^md was formed r^nft Um m If)* 

rufalciB» hc .waaforecd toflcc Dqi Ucbifo, whei^ 
purfocd and murdered by the coofpirators, . Hi^ibodv^ 
cairfod back to Jcrufalem^ and buiicd wi^ bia^bicdloia | 
and hia fon Azariab proclaimed in big Acad ”• 

Whilft Amaziah fpent the leiunaittof big reisnin a ]dii 4 ^ W* 
of inaftivc fccurity in Jerufalem, Jeroboam rf! tbe brafc 
gfcat-grandfon of Jehu, feemed ordained by Prondence 

to reftarc the kingdom of Ifracl to its priftine <plc^or; Uii 

reign, which lafted foity-onc years, bcfidesthofc ten which Jertimm 
he had governed in conjun&ion .with bis fat^r, gave tL lugaf 
him time more than fudicient to p^orm that noble ^^qrk, 
to which he was encouraged by the prophet Jpnah, the 
fon of Amittai (A), and Hofea the fon of Beeri, who 
were contemporaries with him, and foretold, that^e ihotiid 
complete the deliverance of IfraeJ, which hi$ father bad 
begun, notwithAaoding his cleaving to the idolatries o£ hJs 
predeceflbra. Accordingly, he took the Syrian capital, 
Damafeus, and Hamath, with ail their terntor^S} both 
which had formerly belonged to Judah, and all t^ country 
on die other fide Jordan, from Hamath to the fea of the 


plain, or the Dead Sea. The particulars of all thefe ac* 
tions are unknown to us, having been written in the an^ 
nals of the kings of Jfrael, long time loft. He died m y,., of p|^ 
the forty-ftrft year of his reign i was buried with his aii» 1564. 
ceftors in Samaria, and fucceeded by his fon Zechamh \ Ante Cbr. 
Jeroboam’s reign was glorioos, witn refpeiS: to bis^co% 
queftsj . but it ftands branded for various idolatries, and ^ 
for the injuftice, luxury, rapine, and other immor^idcs 
which reigned at that time : infomuch that the propbeti 
Hofea and Amos, who lived in his days, give us a very 
dreadful account of the diforders and debaacheiy which 
were committed both in Samaria and in Tfrael, for thejy 
were fent to foretel the total ruin which the fins of their 
inhabitaiits would flioitly bring upon the whole kingdom* 

Amoe^ in particular, went from Judah, where be was a 
cdminoii mc^erdi fo denounce the moft fevere 
meiilii agafolt lifrael, to its total dif|mHkm. Thw 
judgndents "he foretold ^ under the Hpei ibf grtfftioppeii^ 
which deftfoyed all the fouit qf ^the faiul i of i demttnii| 


« a ifegs aiv; padlm. fo ver. if. s m 

• bK®gfitiVi>er-''i^ .. . 

(A) Tbisisikitoo Jmah* few fwweh m 

or Jonas, Mbe is caM lii the the Nioenc% 

GafpcL wbo was aftereandf. 

fire^ 





™ UDdtt- its ru&is^- fcr 
^Y ^ IrSlF yf.yj*” «JCoftd to the kingi hy Amt. 
ifthyOh^^ Kfolatfoto priefts of BhImI, end W him 
to 'tetam into rad^. He -was forced to 
wwj^y '^oK helttd detMmc^ this heavy jadwHem 
thm his Vife ihonld become m open 
*••»* •>« fone and daartfors ft^ld 
y*t* ^*^*^^ himfcjf die in a pqllnted land, 
» y y; tha tof Aayrfiat whither the ten tnbes were foon 

.^2j?»^^^C*^a>fitherJefo^^ He was the 

•"'ft*- ^.^1^!, *!? the kingdom flioold continue 

•“* ««y date 

<>f iwdiinehut tteafeiitand rebellions, 
»^«h 3 r (B), and ontrerfid defedation : Ze- 

to Jrfephas ♦ nlho feiacd Wpott the Wagdoin, 
days, Was htmfeif mnrdeted 
Pjr Wci tatein, ^ctemab’s |aier4r, in the metiopbiis of 
?*** *y»«* ^ « this laft Was Tested npon the dmme, 

tothe tribe of Ephraim 
fci^ iefidenw bf ^Jewboam I which place fol 

all tbeinidataam 

TO tne twotd, and cortimtfted tbe moft horrid cruektes on 
wpawn that ever were perpetrated by the 
vHeft barb^alWi ft was hot Jwig, howeter, befc^ he 


^rria fCh and, as 

i rf KiNifi 


Pul 

^ ^ ArcjMsifc^ l/ihcr 4»1 |p 

4hI« 4M ,thiii|i ; maA- 

X^ftfie 


tfair Pul ms the fothier 
whwt. rsHisd liymhun, 
r5d,aBJiiBrojfo(“' 
-Waii.^dW >™- 

dte daw of 
yhe rea&D- 








Yr. of FI* 

i5ii 

Ante CItr* 
lio. 


he si^scnMlitk^ himi ho 

wm two# to buif im hk^iup at «he priipe of a thooOmil 
takeW of fibery ovhidk he ien^ ;1ipoA wultlueft ^ 
his oetHh Ittb j^Oi whom he to Mf jilfy ihdcels 

per h^i» Pul, thiffi. fiuiait0i4 rcttirwsdi ^Wsowarda; an# 
Mensiicm ^ haviitg relpted i|okt]f the: fcwarnffit e kven 
ycaw of Ws iifle, w^ fucceod^d % hio in 

the fear of Ainimh, Of 0zaiah» hlng of 

'ihehtngd^ of Jtiikh idi thit vhilc thjoye# prof^ 
pea4^ Azariahi whom thdvoeople had wt upon the 
thronei immediately after his &ther Ajoaaeiah’s murdeti 
in the tWenty-de¥eo^ year of Jemboam U’s reign, was 
then but iixteen years ^ age, whol^ dyirefled by Zecha- " 

riah, HOC the prophet of that itiinf» wbo-KvCd iftcr rfieir 
return from the captirity^ hut enotbery who is only hnown 
for the great Mrifdom and.piety of his ccuudels to the young 
numi^L: Bumg the life of that hndiful counfeUo^ 

A^artsdi became etjusdiy con^icuous lor Ms zeal againit 
idolatfy, forvimitating theb^ of his pitdeeedbrs» and 
for his grea^ fuccefs agaioft Jbreral of his no^boura, 
efpecialLy the Philiflmes)'# He Ukcwile fortified his own 
m^ropoiis; repaired the wall of. k, which had been do- 
medtibed by the king of Ifsadt and buik Cmreral Foip- 
treiea and nti^ai&es in diftrent parts of his kingdomi 
as w^l as In he had taken from the 

Piulikine^^ Arat^n^ and His army 

cmsfi&ed of thfoe hundred and feven thottfiuid fife httpi* •m****^^’ 
dred 'Rieiii under the command of twoeaj^rt g^wraj^ 

Maadiah^ and Hananiah, and of Jehiel, bis fcribc,,^or 
ieoretary of iraf»; sf Mi appointed wh band their rsfptfMae 
turn of dutyv atowdSi^ to the oiuftcr rolls. Befidas thgfb, 
he had alfo two thoufiisid fix hundred officers, all nuncHis 
loril^ valour and experience f and a mrodi^us^^titf 
of a^fms of all forts, which heitept in fisfcral ftfoog ftorc- 






• • KiJigs Xf . »3b^sd sw 

0>) Thde Mefattohns the 
Quddee paripbiafi rendert,/fr 
inMfMs ht iAt ^'Ubrmefs ^ 
which vm in dtacpsrt 
of lAsabsi Pema coward 
sod, SSwsili * . fist. wh«*. 
mfim they 

Vida BdgIW^ fhsiN«* hb. 
)e^ Jrah; 

tL 


r % Chroa. xxf S. i, A ic(|e. 

dwelt hi another canton of ^ 
itm profince; aiid,^ss Wsh 
were m the isiiie neWAoiu^ 
hood of £mrpt* .thevafinre tge 

fp«a4 ^)#wd. 4* «« ^ 

i-,--., -ft- •.., '- i 

H. cap s> Id Clii*. Com. In 
15 g tides 




’OWW'aAd^bave'a'emt nnm- 
diimdiiKr hrv^ 

towers aiid bulwarks * 
eoniriTedlw fome of 
bfe ‘caj|fi^*'esil|gW©efsa* > WbtlA be was thus emplovod in 
bis mili^tyv^alaifs, Iw not Joi^t^tbe bu&iefs of auri- 
t^ltm ^Wbwl niimro&s bordsi^r cattk, and a vaft nmn- 

/5?ir buibaiwimcn and vine- 

^dieOcrs : bc^t tenms andeots, and dug wells cTcry 
-for the and cattle. 

^ th$t, ig^etiMM* w him in peace or war 

^ feentt to 4afe: and af- 
fluence.',-- ^ ,V. . 0,’.'', ■ ■ ■ . 


of Fh ^ aUtWs he unha^ilj^ bis attempting to in- 

AiJ^ &hr office* W «> l«ni; ii,cenfe upon 

jti. ' H«'WM ftroi^ly wppo&d by thc-tOi 

'— i . i . i ," ' ra|^p«eft Aaanah. atth«.-fafa<tot.fetutorek>ther 2 aalous 

IWeft*, ^no Mprefcitc<l to,il^m,*ain^,dwfc apro- 
viBce -whkh belonged onljr t« ^ fonsetf Mron; The in- 
fatw^ fang wuM a« defift,^ he felt himfelf feiitten 

twth Ici^ff in'fu#>a4ud4<ln etad >eiltaardmer» 
as «#de him fenfibk, that it,aw» iisat ftom God. as a 
puf^mei^ for hU fnefumpiion. /X1jc priefts> a* ftxm as 

t&fpe^TOd the'ie&^^tmnsof diat ^^eafe appost in 
his fmhmdy were gou^ toifmm^'hun mit «f fdie temple ; 
bm; Awah was bjr «hat timeJbwch fuch temr and 
rem^ that he fai^ dwit|#im ti«wUe.. H« made what 
haftphe^jd, net only oat<ifi*hat&ci*dplacej bweren 
OW # Ae City, and wait to Bre «'» fcpatate horfe, 
Wh^hc ^utaoed, mfeaed W^that diftemper, fedud 
^foo^, and dc^ffaad cf A» regal power lintti 
A c ^ pf Aw death ; afeetwMA he was bui^ in a fe- 
a-j.L •^i®®^ AAat of hisanoeftois'. He 

Ou^k. jp ite'ffltf*cand year of hu reign, and the lixty- 
«^h of bis age « -, and was fucceeded by his fan Jotham, 

^ immediatei; 

Htcmeded 
^ Afeer twoyteah reign, 


^ _But all tbis bepfihaf^ily fafi:, by fas attempting t 
fi^ge upon tbe prUftiy office* and to bew incenfc 



^aT^JSSitSeeTiSTit^ ^ ftppcLe, Pekah 

IS7 

pious } inhcnted aJl to iathet's «imMt, withMf mr of 
hi8 v^cc$ i and was teifed ^mh wrwdinafy fujefte 
PelMh, having coitcJwkd an aUiance with Rcak ktni; of 
Syn?^ made an attempt againft Jndah, but fo&a 
forc^ ^ r«nf^ and ^cnd hi» own aetritories againft 
TigUtl^Pdeferking of Aflyna, who had invaded the land 
of Naphtali, taken the mott conhderable towns of it, and 
carried that whole tribe captive into his own Iciiigdonie 
Mean white J^am ^ed feverai confiderabte advan* 
tages againft hte ncighboura, efpcctelly againft the Am- 
momtea^ whom he brought under a yearly tribute of a 
hundred tatento of filver, ten thoufand meauires of wheat, 
and the fame quantity of barley At length, having re- 
paired and beautified the tempte, fortified the city, and 
done many other public aiSts, |othain died in peace, after 
be had reigned fixteen years, and was fucceeded by his 
fon Ahazs As ^r f^ckah, a^er he had had the mortifica** Vr, bf H 
tion to fee oneftwholc tri^ torn from him by a foteigd i6 
power, and his kingdom, durii^ the laft ten years of his 
reign, reduced to a ftate of anarchy and rd>ellion, he was 
muidered, and fucoeeded the Ton of Elah, in 

the twentieth year of' his reign \ and about three years 
after Jotham^s deaths , * 

Hewas nkine Tucceftful, howww, during ebote three 
laft Ahae, Jo^haan's unworthy fim, whofe 

imjrirntes muule ^ reign aa lu^orttmate and ingloriotis, 
as that ^ hia lather bed been glprious and fucoefitfuk 
He was tearce tested on the thyonei before his kingdom 
ioiadddiby i^e forees df the kings of Tfrsel and ^ 

Syria. tftmoft eouft^ationj 

he receiv^ inheftigenoe that twcp tech viimAmt 

nothk^, dilokton of 

iiarchy|.iy^j>^t die foa of* ibna, (i^ wh, ti^d he- 

'■ 

t » Cfcr^. nijA.,. ■ p. ii tton. 

xx*ii. ptrtob: -B^Uilinter Aiifc Al M. ‘S*,,. M« tfct 

^ (I) I^> jfflmittlfar **. esab^, 

Jew*, wkt befimd liy fewy 


g » 
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fDCkC. 


-ItittBr, eml tif .U^eirfi’ 

tiy^hdf ftiiMttth aft J,^„l 

" *® befiege^ ^^th 

J*kS?‘T?> *'” >" 

2?'^l«;J bidWiBehim sOe , 

^r^in r rri The fcwg. whtthe 

wSSStfe"* t “?• h™">“«-i 

fie?®aSh« S?<& ©f^J^prap^y been Ten. 

!i 1.™7L- ■ ? fr®"* tlw impeiidiagTya, thar 

irapi^WBiid idola. 
^^_io Jin fin; ontmat the vm •®rft of his ore 

bs^ foro^^ ^ 

terpafceliimfelf .^nds HI (ncccft aeainA leru- 

Hl^^af lfai#^wa8iPl,iaowJn»eto and fuceefs- 
S'lSi " wight hw ear. 

l2;SSSTf >~" 




ii# IWkfM oJ^TT *Nl'***<« wPp AM a |>rmmet been 

;M >«t^r 

3E23S wto 

JS^ ^ we» next his toyal 

^ tl‘®«fend 

a*W«|»j ^’MOS. d*Pt.weas:.'WipyMg.-»w«y,;.tb..vSamaria, 

S5£&Si.£^'A‘;Affl£Sj;^w 

v^^lvett at for the 








ttSpe&ed by 
tew^' «!^Md«Uy 

W^^wig^li'.to con- 

■'^ ■ ‘ '■’ when 


*«“ «»*«• Md a&ed 

wteib^ ifad not^ think ir tnai^ t» hm 
fuA a konKt flnv^ter of thehf^ breditttt, nalefs the* earw 
f***" Bt^ber into flafer*/ He 
adde4 n»t ^owgh the idela^ ttf Judah had'dniBhi 

thofe heavf jndgMenlB upon 'diet Bflfoftimate ' trite yetj if 

perfi^ to carry thofe inhocent prtfbners into cap- 
tivity, their craelty would bfir^ dotm auich feveierca^ 
lamities upon themfelvee. HereMcinded, widt tthmt'^ 
wg them to be contented widi the rich plunder they had 
got, and to fend their captivea back to Jerurafem. This 
fcmonftraiice made fuch an impreflion upon the viftors, 
that thw difmidM their prifpneray not without nsarka 
Gompa^on and hiimaiiit]r« 

Whiift the aflwrs of Ahasy remained in this difma] fi- 
tuatioH) the Edomites and Fhii^ines invaded other partft 
of his land; the former carried away a^ great number of 
captives, and the latter recovered feveral (^(iderable fron* 
tier towns, tn this extremity he had reOourfe to his cdd 
ally the king of Aflyiia* whole aififtanice he purcbaM 
with all the gold and illvet; he could find in the temple 
and city. Tiglath-Pilefer received his pie^tSi but W 
ftead of coming to afiifi Mm againft the confederate 
kings, he turned his whole (bength agatnft that of 
under pretence of making a diverfion in his 
having killed Rezin, and fisized upon his capital \ heUfc 
vifited by AhaZ, who was lb much pleafed with a he»- 
theniih altar which he faw at Damafcus, that be pro* 
cured a model of it| according to which one was built in 
the temple of Solomon. At m return he oltod up in* 
cenfe and a vaft cpumtky of Cn^fices upon hii new altar ; 
but foon after he cauled the temple to be Ihut wpf udiilft 
he reared^oihem in every comef of Jero&lemi and every 
where elfe^ to the Syrian Gods* Thus he absuMiunea 
himfetf to' the^'moft abominabb Idolatries; finilhed bis 
infpipu^ reign in the tbircgf^fixth yoir of hil agOi and wua 
fucceed^ by his fim Hezekiafa ; he reigned fiateen fs^ 
atui vi^^b^ in Jemifidemp hot not m 

David; Im was efteemei ^worthy ^ ^ 

iiwin MtBife j aflML 


be* wpyrto 

of u)2 St of 
nides ; the fiifUMEg - 

(f) Coitf. aKingf xfh ui icq. "m 'U 
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Btmikiah’t 
$90: r9^n^ 

j'i i';. 

756# fmpli 
9pmd md 
pdtpid. 


* fc'® ivywTj yj JZWS . 

^ |he^^a, iii^^s ^ Hi «obetter 

^te df Ju«lah»> P*l«h liacl paid dear for hjl 

fri^ •’fHoflicrfoon after 

hi 8 returtii Aat is, in <** fourth year of Aha*. This re- 

aLT^* howrcwr, jnwed & dHagreeable to the Ifraelites, 
raat U'l^ei) a In^ of aiufthjj which failed almoft nine 
d'Jiich,' Ht^ea'itoHnd ■ it a difficult taft to 
fc^ bii^lf upon the throaCi Affar he had quelled tiiefe 
eommoti^Bi and hegaa ^to teira lUore peaceably, we do 

’’*® father’s throne in the 
tb^ of’hiv age, or, as the teat hath it, in 

the third par of Hoihe^s reign^ eafily perceived the 
fonice of j^ah s misfortanes, and exerted all his en- 
deavours to flop it without dtday. He began with open- 
ing the tmplt, and commanded the prilfts and Lwites 
to mnew the daily worihfe of God, according to the law 
^Mofes. This good wort commenced on the firft day 
c the/ fabbath, and was finiflied on 

SSl i®$ k*’" “®"*- The king 

j^»h next morning, and repaired 
with them to die temple^ attended by the priefts and Le- 

t and a num^us ewind of people. Here thev 

IrfTtS? *o:«*P«te the line of the na- 

after ^ich they facrificed fuch numbers of burnt 
aaa peace-offerrugs, that the priefts, who affifted at the 
Mn^onyj^neinfufficifent for the forvicey were obliged 
to call in Ae iLevetes to tfaetr affiftance, and thefe ac- 
thence With the utmofl alacrity. AH this while 
thef^Bir et^o ed with the fotmd of trumpets, and other 
^cal mitetoitieiMS, md with the voiew of the fineers 


(^L^Hb itadf in^Btod^.ollier 
btffinefs upoohltif luuid) 

f'K'- 

tttoea- TwiBdMNlder 
«3 igbediHP 

xi tp Audbe .1^ 


AhxLf HoHiea wat, by fomc 
ittew not in the 

becoinc tributwy to Af* 
'■ v™« «i»d ^at etideftrounng 
Mli«e huil^f ^itini ebatyoke, 
^ Sb, , Idng of E- 

at- 

vSBOij^ plwm tbe fource of 
wbkh coded at 
iflftbtbe total ruin of the If- 
^WOTO'monwliy. 

the 



^ beiag l^eir «eal ixusted out an erao- 

diem the Uw ofMofes, wheie it is prefcribed, that 
thofe, who, b« reafon of any legal impediment, could not 
celebrate that foftiv»l-«» the firfti. flioald<do it on the fe. 
cond mondi. TV good king jwftponed it accordingly, 
find inade ule of thst intfifrsd to fend ’Cireoliif lettei^s 
through his whole Mngdom^ iiiTiting his fubjeas to be 
pdent at that feaft on the foiutecnth of the neat moiith. j ftkwm 
His piety extended dill farther : the mifeiies under wfateh 
the idohtrouB Ifraelites groaned, infpired him with a 
dcfirc of endeavouring, at lead, to work a reformadon in 
that unhappy^ kingdom 5 to this end, he addrefled them in 
a moft pathetic letter, explaining the fource of all their Ifwlkm 
misfortunes, exhorting them to return to the worihip of tnudu k 
the true God, and to prefent tbemfelves before him at the ^ 
enfuing folemnity, as the moft effe£lual means, not only 
to avert his future judgments, but even to obtain from 
him the redemption of their unhappy brethren, whom the 
kings of AiTyria had carried into captivity ”, 

Whim the king’s meCTengers made their progrefs from 
Dan to Beerlheba, the Jews were employed in burning 
and demolilhing all the idols, altars, and other Idolatrous 
monuments, which had been reared in Jerufalem j fo that 
the metropolis was thoroughly purged, before thb appoint- 
ed feftival. By this time the city was filled with pe^le, Srtftral^ 
not only from all the parts of the kingdom, but alio Imm tfum nm 
that of Ifrael, and of the tribes of Aflier,*^ Zcbulun, Ma- 
nafieh, and Ifiachar. This folemnity, fuch as had not 
been obferved fince the latter «id of Solomon’s reign 
infpired the people with Cutrh uncommon zeal, that as 
fooji as they were difmiflcd, "they went about d^roying 
all the old relics of idolatry, each in their rcfpejftivc coun- 
tries, the king himfelf encour^ng them' b|^is example, 
until he had utterly cleared his kingdom. The very bra- 
zen ferpent, which Mofes had caufed to be let up in the 
vvildemefs, Hezekiah ordered m be brok^ in pieces, 
caule he found, that the people had ofiered incenfe to it : 
and, in contempt, he called It acbnibtani is, 
pm9 ' / 

His next care was rrfoie all liic bran^^ rf the 
vorffaip of God 5 to make an ^afi ferndny into the ge- 
nealogies of the priefts,Levitc^nnd mi^cfens,in order to 
fetael*ieir fcveral claffes, aefcordimf to Dayidil modcL 
He provided for their W iwividg me 

-.Chion.axx-<,5rf«i. XaKinpxfiii. 4- 

Gg4 



afiHl< eeb«^iK^ rt^ .lCTidcal'«wtfmic8i 

itf th^i^ lv»hni!^^j *«ffleii’ ^iH the froits were 

ci^ppiftlTriles of ^^Ihilmtkl^ ^ tiexeiebir; all this while, 
^$$0ft4 liljj Mcft4 widi ^ttcceft eitfu^io hie piety- FintHnghim* 
Mt ^ Mfri \m be refafed 

^ ^biite wldcb the Asians hadaitsorted from 

h^|ifc<k«2ilpr V imd taking the field againft the Philif- 
tines, his arms #ere attended with fbch niccefs, that in a 
iitde fime, he regained with kiterefl all that they had ac- 
f{u1fed during the unlbitiinatc reign of Ahaz. 

h fared quite otherwffe with^ the kingdom of Ifracl. 
Hoflidai little dreamfilg how near it drew to its final pc-» 
ri od, was thiflklng how to^ltee itfrom the AiTyrian bond- 
s'* But Shalntaiteleiri wiso kept a watchfal eye tjver 
hiiTi j ibon di^oveted 4iiid bitdte all fats meafufies* In ot- 
def' io aA the ntore efie^itally, dial king took care to fc- 
cui^ the land of Moab^ ^ta&g their two chief cities, 
and k j?mg Wafte aB lliat Ifrael, even to 

the gjstes of which he now wwsfted. Hofiica 

aStakin, howoreri'^n^ wed foitificd^ y that city, that 

it bem^Ottl alnaofi #fee yeate againfi: the Afiyrian king, 
text na laither fmrticiikrs, either of this 
I ti:?efPJ. wai*, ^cq>t«b^, after tbe/t^n^ion of the me- 

fday. tn^liaii die'ieift of ibe kingi£^* Was forced to fubmit to 
[ ArttfChr, tha' conqueror^ 4tbat the king amd all Mn fnbjefls were 
i .. ^irned awiy into ca|)^yiryj' airt di^c^e^ of in the fame 

■ TMfad pf^ovmces i^^that ^hithet their brethren had 

frfif ^0 Svfoimet*’ reign (^)y bnz we have a dreadful 
Ifrs^i/k aceotsiyf of it. in ioiiK of the jptophets^ who defindbe the 

The 

cv^lliea againft their 








And hb^kof Tohit adds, 
^tmcPttfbe df Naphtali, of 
iMtk Ttibit - waSf being car- 
fied'aWay ^by iB^HWief&r^ who 
iiidie ^ fimio wilh^SMiRa 
.%As{^)ee4 fbe ppidnee 

^ jddli^' R^a, wheit 

b» 


c^ire% 



up tlieir 'w^epaeott Mi4t4iAb^' 

th«k chiWm againft the ^ro«ji 4 >. Haying reduced 
roam t«> a heap of tdhh*^ ^ aiid ^id all the lan^ 
they returned hom^^aoen with the fpoil of Ifrael. Such 
was the fad of the Ifcaeliliih kingdom”*) after.it 

had fl:ood diyid^ nxMti th?^ of Jujdab two hundred and 
fift^our years'*. Its diidblution haopened in the toh yet^ 
of liezeluaht s^d in 4^ ninth of Hoihea. A great numw 
her, however) of the IfracUtcjt efcspcd) foroe into Egrot* 
and many more into the kingdom of Judah, where they 
weaned tnemrelves) hy degree$T from their former idola- 
tries and rebellion) and became fubjefts to HezeViah, and 
his fucceflbrs. On the other hand) the AITynans fent 
colonies from feveral of their province!) but chiedy from 
Cuthah, to re^people the land of Ifrael (Q^), md thofe 
were diilinguiihed by the name of Cutheans ^ 

Hezekiah having refufed to pay the tribute to Senn!<^ Yr, of FI. 
chcrib) the new king of Aityria, that monarch invaded 163 r. 
him with a powerful army, and reduced a great number ^hr* 
of fortified cities, with fuch expedition as feemed to 
threaien nothing leis chan the total ruin of the whole 
kingdom. Hezekiah) who faw his errot too late, had no rnmlfi* 
way left to redify it, but by a fpeedy fubini&ont he 
therefore fent an erobafiy to oennachenhi acknowleging invudidi^ 
bis fault, and piomifitig to fubmit to whoever terms he 
fhould iiupofei accompanied with the rlcbeft pielents, 
for which he was forced to fbtp the temple, and ;his pwn 
treafh^’yv ^ ^ their filycr and gold , an expedient which 


* BoC Jt. S, 1 Micah i. 
" iJIbtr. Ann. in. A. M. jsSj. 
Jofepb. Antiq. hb. ix. cap. if. 

The text adds ( 1 1 , that 
tlRtfe new cmotnei were Vixe 
to have been deftroyed by li- 

oh«V Jo%Aua15ip(a),ty pdK- 


leikse, ttpoft tlmrvenf nrfrlet- 
iW their diirqg:ard to 
God| fo tha^fbey were foiled 
toIcM into^yria, to defire 
the king ta mp them fow 
ifraeUtim prim, to lanriia 
them km w wodhip an d ^ 
pealhhim. This re^wsft h^ 

' lag coBip^ witii, 
ed the jewifii 


F. tf flJjb. ■ s Kipzi xvii. paft 

* s EingBxvh* af. vide 

wdthdSt "foriafcirig that of theif 
' own gc^ds, which they baU 
brought from thevt 
dOuorriet : and here began a 
new khidof retijgiOi^ not oif» 
like thSf jw 

Itue Ob^i sud of # dumber of 
laHe ds^, aoH5c^ frwftg 
that tnubirf hatred between 
ihe Jcwi ,atn4 Sammitans, 
hrmer abbmbadfig„ even tho 
jijpae of the latter. 

■' -V 

(a) jofej^ Ant. «*• *4* 

mollified 



a- 

him* 


fo tlut im fietii^d with* 

out inflSS^g mr dtlicf peiia%^ tfaaia a |«ar^ w&me of 

t)t^ h4iidim talents of i^hNcr, v.asd of gold. 

'iPhis r^te* boweveir, thoini^ dwlf Innight, was of 
flioft deration } the tineacherons Adytiaa Mug, who con* 
fipaed ftill at L^hiih, In a litde time fent Ms army, un- 
d^ .the'Comsnand c£ iTaitan, Rabfar^s* ^od Rabifaakeh, 
cHfii^ly againft Jeni£ikm i fo that Hez^iah faw himfelf 
in much ^greater danger than ever of loling his kingdom 
aiid libeity, if not hU Iik« 

In thk emergency, he made all |^per preparation^} for 
a brave defence : he fortified the city, furrounded it with 
a fecond wally fenced ^ it with towers, and laid tii good 
ftiore of arms md provifions* He hkewiie caufed all the 
fouiitaina about the city to be ilo|^ed; and the courfc of 
the brook QihoOi 'which watered all that region, to be 
turned another way, to out .ofip, as much *h8 poifible,^ all 
fbpply of water from the enemy. Thefe precautions be« 
Ifig mkebi, he cahed tog^her all his chief officers to one 
of die gates of the city^ There he exhorted them, in a 
grave a^ pious fpeech^ to rely tsdiolly upon God j to be- 
have becoming v 40 ur } and by no means to be dif- 
0oUf^€il at the number and ftreUgth of the faithlefa Afiy- 
riana ".\ ,He had been fdaed with a dangerous dillemper, 
and hy the prophet Ifaiah. to fet his affairs in or- 

der, as' he fhould certain^ (hocked at this predifition, 
he addre&d hiitifieif to God in * the moil humble and pa- 
thetics teems, praying that his life miglit be prolonged ; 
apd Gc^l; being moved by his teai^, and in treaties, fent 
back the ^phet to affure him Ms fuppUcation was heard. 
He gavo bhn to underlbiid that he (hould not only re- 
cover and, iurvive thiaidii^rdeV fifteen years, but alfo be 
&t»n tbid thmati0ued.him with de- 


waal^ intereiffod in thefe happy tid-* 

ingi a4%ht fipruiMUtioai and therefore 

'd^iv|as|^ed\u1i^ii^^ of' 6od-a gta^dous'pten^on. 


Thiiirvrai:!^ 


ri^i^edby 


ray^orthe pro-^ 
degre^ 







i ttvA the next paMiof the ^r^he1k^« 
tioii) ffftrheiy, hU d^Tennc6 firdm the Aifyrian did 
n6t reihaih loi^ uhfulhlted. The getietals of the uiv^ 
hig army prewHited themfchea beftne the walia, add 
demanded 2i:‘paTl^y with the mstiiftets of HezekisJi y 
appeared accordingly on the hactlements^ attended 
vail multitude df ijpcoplc. Then RaMhakch addre^^ 
himfelf to thctti in a haughty atid threatcpifig iheech, fill^ 
ed with the moft hitter !nvc£^es, aM opprobrioul laii- 
guage^ n of only agaihft the kin|;, hut even agaiiiH the 
God of Ifrael. ItVas l^okcn in the Hebrew totigde, to 
irtfiifc the greater terror into the liftcning people ; and 
when theyweredefired to fpcak in SyriaCj inlfead of com- 
plying with this tequeftj they only renewed their itie- 
naces of reducing the kingdom to the word cXtteniiticSf 
unlcfs they fhoiild prevent their' ruin by yielding ihcm- 
fclvea captives lo the great Sennacherib •. 

This infolctrt addrefs was anfwcrcd only by a' deep 
lence ; but the AiTyrian generals being foon after inform- 
ed, that their mafter waS forced tb defend his olvn tcili^ 
fortes againft Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia, who had then 
invaded him, they left JeruXalem, and marthed direaiy 
to their own country. Before Sennacherib departed from S^ae^ 
Lichilh, he fent a threatening lerter to HczeViah, to a^^^ 
fare him, that, if he ftill pended in hiS icftifal of yifel^ 
ing himfelf captiyc, he would feortly return wiOi d^hle 
fury againft himj and make hith fcvcrcly feel the cffcae 
of his owii folly ’ Wid vain cbnfidencc injC5od, ^om ^ 
jhould" find |ia weak and impotent againft his itfeuftilHC 

• • KUfes xfiii. ad fin. a^Cteoo, xxA 9t * 
xxXvi. », A avii. 

araenr. iin^ucb at Ifefo* 
dtch-BdinUnl font a]i Mha% 

^ HetSdahoO puipole 
quiis about this pwr-natatal 
arpeanwe*. . Chh«t!» 


not yet divided' tins day into 
houra, fo that^dfignecs men- 
timted 'tiy he 

afeertained. fef 

that :ti« whqk planetary fylte 
went baclw^dL in which <afe 
the mhaelc mufthaye exten^ 
ail over the^ ^h^ ^ 

remarked ifl wer copotri^ 

^ d^e6aSty ahmit 

afttq^ywas’ilw^ 
der£^ I biil them ^ Mimr 


treoi^ 

^liaced dittiie lulndHi maycoa« 

ftfc (3) 




w* 


'SsImC’ 


.Xa'lOMN.' 


poweo 



asHiom liithcrto ^r«>7- 
^ Iciiig' luid fcj^ ihc iett<^, lie "went up 

to, tb^ tjcc^mi^amefi by 'hm phkf ; tninifteft> and 

&itad cbovLord } aiid^in tbn faiunliiefrteniiSy b^- 
^fim that -he wois^ make good hia jUee proinife6> 
^ vMkate hiaJbenouf agaieil bia UrfblmamdW^ 
das e^p^y, ii^Q Iia44ar>ed to kvd ^ qodof faeavta 
with the, fci^lcjfs iMe iof the more (eafekk heathen. 
He had fcarce ended Iwa prayer, when he roceived a gra- 
cipusjm^werhythe prophet Kaiah^ importing, that though 
Senn«s|!«rib wpuld certainly bring back his forces againft 
Jerufa^i yet God would fo protefi it againft them, that 
they lh<^d apt Ihoot an amw againft, nor open a trench 
before it:; that this proud inftiiting enemy fhould be 
forced to flee wi,tb fliamc and lofs, and fall at length by 
t^fwp^4M ^ W# pmph^ wai Jikewife 

foofi alter verified* Smi^nacheift 4^umed1 againft Judah, 
flttftied ttdtb hia Is^ v^ory over the Ethiopiana % and 
breathif^ .i^atb and defcruaton agtinfi: the whole king- 
fib^ iJburb^ he pould haye time to commit any 
hoftlh^ee >ga^ heft pan of bb army utis fmitten 

J j- . . . 


b^<mM>^i'm,:ah4'n^^i]ifiMinich Aatone hundred and 
Miimka- , ol dum wcm found dead by the next 

tponanf., This dreadful iu%ment fo> aUmied proud 
tfoit- fie retiredwrkh the utmofi con- 
fufioB asd ^wed info his own cajutal, where he was foon 
aftw aflainated byH«o of his. owi fons •. As for He- 
z^br .be fueled himfoif fo be fo elafod hyalJ thefe 
extrwNdimu? tdefiitige^ that be broticht a tram of evils 
upon bimfclf and mimle. He bad, atout this time, re- 
c«foda;%eci«l emfoaffy £imm>bfoi»dacb,<ori as Ifaidt calls 
biasi fi^i«4uh>Baladaitf!iking of Babyi<m»ifo ceagratidare 
fiM |i|fon.b4f£lat:«T*<)«^: and reemfoty); -swi. to enquire 
^ ^ Aiq’a: ixtro^efini As bis 
f*‘d*^#d.^4bn enetn;^’ hamanade-.fiezelciab 

,■ ■ > , w ||««S(iubir'b^i(bw .fotnter- 

> initb a t»f da the aretdlli, 

I ff: lH»«^>iad:fiaii«danb' '• This 




. to 


Bt m 4 €Dtmtiation'}lcaiefclali was t6 

luch a fe[ift of his error, that: ie atfajowlcged the iniTd- 
neis of the firice hc1Wtftifh#ed to end his dafs 

in peace, Aiftong others of hiS psAdk aas^ he is re- 
corded to hate made a large ptmi, ahd eondttit, to fnphfy 
Jerufalem with wtder ; and t4 h#rc Jlieen ah encohrager 
of hnlbandry, hknfclf haviiig imidberkfs flocks and herds 
in hh oWn pafture-groundSt 'bdides vines and anide 
lands, ife died in peace, id the flfty 4 ourth year of his Yr. of FI, 
age, and the twenty-ninth <rf hi!i reigii, according to the 1650^ 
words of the prophet, and was ^ hnnhd tnlhe chiefeft of Ante Chi*, 
the fepulchfcs of the fons of David.” His funeral ob- 
fcquies were performed Wi^ . nneommon magnificence, 
not only In the cltf^ hut aUb thim^hfout the whole 
kingdom "(X). . ^ . ^ , 

Manaifch was but twelve years of age when he Aic- Man&f^i 
ceeded Hezekiah and, Whether he was naturally vtciossj wektd 
orfcllinto the hands of wicked qbunfellors, we may date 
the downfall both of the kingdom and relimcm, fMMti the 
fatal day of his afeending the thmne. He feems hot ovlly 
to have ftrove to exceed all 'his predeceflbrs ih wicked- 
nefs, idolady, ‘ tyranny, and faernege, but even to have 
fhewed an impious emulation to undo all that his pihas.- 
father had dtme, and to a&li dhwfifc oppofitidn to his 
conduf^. But the molt ekechable pkee hf witkednefi Hitfmiri 4 
and lacrilege was, his introdddihg the vileft of idolatries 
Into the very fcwplc of God, and caufifng ** a graven 
image of the grove,** an idol, Wtnfhip|w(l with the vileft 
ceremonies, to be let up ba iSbt m'olrfaered place; as if 
he had defij^d -to drive thc God' of Mrael olit of his ha- 
bitathm, and to dilclkim at <mo 4 gftat bteffinga 

which had been promtfed to lENwid and Bolomoo# and to 
adl lhat Worfi^bptd hhd ^ in that ^ptace^ He worfliipped 
Baal v criedea^itai^ and g!t^ JujWi and feruiycai, 
to me fdn, iaOiMi; ftarSi attd ; other 'noathenift dcitks'} 
and ciicomnidi hli fnbjcas^m their cblidted^ 

^ 'I ' 

For t^jS^®<wAiSJhtioiw heWaW <dbiwr end fe«(^y 

'■ - - >, ft-''"" 

vihl'jjy, -^v ■■ • 



T^tmr- 

mnmd 


eihh tap > 


t$ 

i&Ww/y. 
b'iAMCjl ttftd 

^jnsfinu^ 


^tQ Jnoft 

BXiA Mmmy h to 
%CJIW, foon 

■ -...^: I^ioiliioj^ prophcu, 

untU 

Wottd V M le^rth Pro- 
a JS^tt^ltc^ ta hUlmpioiw 
07 dt^VCHM into the 1^ fomc of the 
c^ief 1^ came upon 
“tm vfi|i 4 ^tri 7 > tl|iji^ n|Q ^417 to cfcapcy he went 

apd; ,He wasy.howevery. foon 

duip 0 ?ere 4 f ioaden with ohainay .caTneti away to B^y. 
1 (^ and.caft ^fitq a dun^ieon fey EfarrlSaddony or Aflara- 
luogof.4%riijy wb^ ^eccidi^ ^o Ptolemy's canon, 
had maoe hirafelf maftcr of Babylon about, iix years be- 
fow* by tWb. 4 ime 5 ii.bq;j^^ over 

bqthompircs.fj*'.. - v; .,IA: 

.Tlw ,^at nciiier tejla us bo^p- this c^Mamity was brought 
upon bl^y whether by ai^.open,Wafioo,, ,or by fome fud- 
d^ incurjubuj,, apr m ^hat 'year, of, I^aDa0feh’s reign it 
baldened. Jemaftfm.ii^ waif in, the twenty, 

fec^d,,4^ they wed by tbejpeafrality of our an? 

ny^ifts. ..jHoweyer that beij, the lung mpn opened 

bis eyes. ’i» aJlf,hj|amific^^ ajttd impieties, which his 
jwp%ci:JitV would i»pt to fees and, in the bit- 

tec^ <)f his to heaven, and 

fuch ffc^er# 4# he at 

kf^h gh^^iapd ' dejiiver^ee^ , , %>w long this 

what.n^tts he regained his 
however, 

th^^.4^.t)te,jppiirt fineejeft 

' 9f thu -M ■ 

to 

ofj^bofe 



■ Wf 



Ujft tW kbir 

po^ety ^oiifagCf or ,8e9l» tOr ^ftrOy tlieiti» fii 
Biuck were Ihcy veUprAed by dje iMdtade. He look 
the fyxm eare tp repair and hmij the. dty, and other 
place# of his kingdoms and, haring reig^ peaccahir 
a^ut thirty-three; yem a^r his return fcom Babyloru 
died in the fifty-fifth of his reigns aiuf fiaif^fi^renth of hit 
agc|[B)v . , 

Hia fon Amon was hut tweii^.^wo years old whch 
he came to the cromij fo^thutVte odald have cAferVod 
nothing in his fatbei^s eiicample, but/ {dety 
and yet fo infattidtcd was be, Aat hc gave himfetf uptto 
all the idolatries of the fortner part of reign, 

He began even to exhibit fomo early prao&^^that; he de4 idoUary, 
figned to fuipafs him in his medk abominaNedetoeherteti 
but, before he had r»gned two yearsi a Qonip^ey Wm 
formed againft hini by Ibmc of his chief offisiHS»«swbo af* mdiAeM* 
fafihrated him in bis^n palace, and buried him la the 
fame garden with his fathenr l^ey did not, howeeei^, 
efcape unpuni&ed f the inhabkants of |crtt&leni,^v^ 
had no (hare in this rebellion, rofe up' in arms knmbdk 
^ ately upon the' news of St j aildr havtng ^ revenged their 
king’s murder by the death the conip irators, placed 
upon the throne hk ftm jofiah^yshu was then abemt eight 
years of age ^ 

It is smaazing to ftxmk how^ l^^ Whole kitsgdom bonld 
be over-run wirti all kinds of wickednefs and idolatry in 
the fiioit reign of Amon^ aftef khadbeen’ lb thoroughly 
pmged by his father v^ snd yet it was groWu to fudi a de** ^ 
gree of imfuety when |ofikn came ^ thi eiown^ vtbtu the 
proph# Zepbauiah, who wap eemsee^ 
gives iw a c^aktgno of the mrindimibeft 

and irecBgiba diat.Aid then crrer^M^md In 70/01*1 

this Dad and dq^^nemte condidoii it was» when this infant goodrtiffit 
monarch took the reiiis) fothat it recptiiod nothing leA 
than a>;iaiirWBle^lo reform it* But Jbfiah, it feenis, bad 

above ihree^ hundred years 
heforo* hy^h ^proptet fent on piuWofe ;to Jmoboam at 
Bodily as one who was to work tofbmia^* 

• « qhMWKami^h M so thasod* 1, 

(B) He was biiH^ in his fuiMng hini to think himfelf.^ 
ownke^t or 

by his own choice^; die.lh^ 

of btsftxrm^ mifearirh^liot , f J r . - ^ 



irr*«ra 

Chr. 

<1^ 


<if FI. 
171S. 

Chr. 

«| 0 . 


‘fiS^ In t|ic land i .ii.i!e|oTihsaidrt 

twd kuif^niijP ^^^bough 
' 0Miid >ot iwmtl tiffift imntediatdy tq un-* 
thii^, ^ecqept po^s 

about wbat im tobe don^ amd tbe propereft 
coompiifflia^ W^ mumd in tte fifteenth 
ye«r <tf bta in theiixtaeiidH had a fon and fuc^* 

oeflbr* whdbi luf ti«»ed Biakim (C) ; then he fet about* 
h|ii'^ipe«me<fitat«|d de^t wiih futprifing seal, diligence, 
and imrepidh^. Ik catfed all thofe places of idolatry td 
be pdioled wkhdeadt^ and ordered all thofs 

pciefta %liO had affified at that unlawful worihip, to be 
Ibr dfer^ehhied bodi from ail faceidotal fun^ons, and 
from the I 


of eating holy things. He likewife 
ordered all 'the Wooden Idols, adtars, and other combuft- 
iUe material% which had ierved to, any idolatrous pur^ 
, pofea. togedher with the charipits and horfes which had 
wicated to the fun, the vefiela where the perpetual 
kept, die image of the grove, and all that be 
feimd ^ that oetiito in -the temple, to he burnt, and the 
afiito of them to he thrown oaer the graves of their vo- 
imimi and thofe that cooid not be bonit, he caufed to be 
fluf^ into due Iker Kidmn. 

Fcom Jemfaiem im lef^ the Mount of Olives, 
otoerwKe called h^muit of Corruption, where he de- 
niolifbed and defiled the altm built oh it by hU pre-: 
dccefibtai Hadley of Hhmom, a place infamous 

for d^r^^lmrirad etunktes tbst were praised by the wor« 
ftippotoof Moloth*^ f hence he proceeded to Beth*e1, 
ihp pl^ Where the firft kum of llrael bad fee 

np hb ipoii^ calm } which he ikftroyed,: toge* 
fher jRri#i?the iidok, alters caafing the bodies 

upon 

thesto''^v|t'>etoB:':ti^ peesfim^r oi^enred 

'tombs, 
-‘pdio came 

pdtere- 

h^fedi'-that' t tWaiticmT" ipgard 


diil^tbcd^ 1^4, pcrhapfi, he* 
Ifl « J<)fiah made a 6\t* 


iliK btfi^d rtjt 

offeif ;ii;7;fThTch 'hr 

a moll defalate y and deftroyed e^erj whem the idoU and 
altars, which either the Ifraelkts, ©r the AflVriaii to- 
loiiws hidefeMilhcd* He put hll thdi^ldolilrott^ pHcfta 
to deAln ; ahd, hiving thordlig^ily purged both kiiigdhh^ 
tfoni every kind of uncleannefa, he exerted all hia endear 
vours m reftoring the worfliip of God, and the itfiiii! feV- 
"vicc of the temple. - 

By this time he had attaiofcd to the, t^etity-Uxth year of 
Bis age, and eight^nth of hia reign 5 and bclnHd with re- 
gret the dilapidadona that jacred placet to 'repair 
which in ihe moft cffeftual and expeditious hi ahner, he 
ordered the great coder, into which the pOll-moneV and 
free-will offerings ufed to be depofit^d, to he opened, 
and the money to he diftributed among fuch faithful oVer^ 
feers aa would execute the work without delay.- While 
they were thus employed, the high-prieft, who probabW 
pffefided over the work, fcnl word to the king, that he had 
found the book of the law (D), which he fent to him by 
the fccretary of the temple. Joliah delayed not to read 
it i and, when he’faw what dreadful judgments’ were de- 
nounced in it, againft thofc very eftiomf nations ^ith which 
be had found the whole land t|vur;i-run at his acceffion to 
the crown, he rent his cloaths in a tranfport of grief, not 
doubting but that both he, and bis whole kingdom, lo^uld 
foon feel the ede^sbf thofe menaces. There lived that 
time, in one of the cdllpges uf lerufalem. a femedprb- 
phetefs nam^ HUldah ^ and tober Jofidh diibatched lome 
of his priuiie Ufficera, with the high-prldl at melr hesd, 'to 
enquire w^at would be the fate of the king and people. 
She declarndj th^ God would not fail to all thofe 
fevere ptmHhjm'enta upon his faithlefa and ungrateful fub-^ 
jc£b *; nut tbati aa for hixnfelf, thecoitScem and romorfe" 
whiuh Be lately exprefled, had fo fat fufpeiided the 
divine vengeance, that he Ihouid be happ^ gathered 
unto hia Jame^ in peace, before the na^i^ felt Its dite 
effefla. - ^ ^ ^ 


(D) Th» h gettetafly a-^ 
gr^ to have the arebe« 
type of, the l^tawuch callod 
Hadionib, ,Writtetl;hy MofiSt, 
and by him ordered to -he der 
pofit^, with' the ittki in the 

Vot. II. 


1110ft, Itofy etficcj’ Wfcdch fome 
- puitiw blga^eft ■ hid eibfei «o 
be thua hid, in the leigu of 
or pfevent 

i^bj^deftiiDjrcd. 


H b 


la 


The tmpli 
rtfairtkt 


Tht 

the lav/ 
Jttmd. 




, lAthjs ofVi^ tbathiV 

mn ^^7 <^ a ncgled gf the three 

£^vala i^joined by Mofe^i airembled the heads of 
£r^ pans o/ the two hiogdoitis, to the 
temple, 'Ihere baving mdtinied the myal tribunal, he ac* 
'quaihtcd them with his havix^ happily recovered the vo- 
lume of the MoliiG law, and ne himtelf , read it in their 
hearing I te thAn informed them of ^his defign of expiat- 
ing, at iimchaa by a mdre 

eamfutobferyanpe of k i a as the folemn feail of the 
Te./Of ^K l^alToter was rcfolved ftiould be 

iicldbratcd with the utmoll folcmhity, he exhorted them 
"**^*^”*’‘ to follow his example, and to prepare thfimfelves for that 
' -j- ■- grand JieflieaL Wniift the people weie c^I^loved in pu- 

^h§ rifying ^mfelves, Jo0ah commanded the i^ns to make 

mirktpt, a more Arid fearch into^ tbc temple* and to caA out and 

deAtoy all the profane and idolatrous lumber that Aiould 
he found in it$ to bring the alk, and all the facred uten- 
fits,, which had been removed in ^rmer reigns, and to de- 
pofite them iit tiit;it former place and order. All thefe 
ooRimw^s being ({^cdily executed by the prieAs and peo- 
ple, ibeixmiiiOny of, the PaAover was celebrated with 
more and magnificence than had appeared in that fo- 
lemnity fince ^ ^yi of Samuel. Finally, the king made 
hfoccm4 p^ogmfft thmugh hia^m % expelled all the 
wizards and incbanters ; inAIttifed courts of judicature 
everywhere, giving Ari£% charge, both tothemagiArates, 
and alio to the pficfla and Leaites, to fee that the people 
were inArufiled in, and kept obe^nt to the law of Mofes 
In ^ manner did the pious monarch efideavour, with 
the fineexeft zead, to teftore the pore worfoip of God 
ihiKHigii hia dofninhmej and to. dear it fipm bU the dregs 
Wf fopermcm mid ldo^by i his im- 

petiduig jud^ent, Neverthdefs, ilie divine anger was 
nc^a^tc^lfi the leaft wuaft Am fmalki i though 

they complied wi£ tbek. favotfiigh* as to Anfw ao 
dutwajtd zeal m 6od» b^re found ready to lebpie 
^brnninafiont, Whenever >dmy foet with any 
imooti^^ent for tt imderdwklcedrei^ Tbefe forced 

fonder them more 

the^ }rr lun -Zepha- 

take 

V' ^ 




t^ good prinieto Vinrfelf, according to hig ptomife, that 
higCTcS might not'behold the dreadful calamities that were 
to »11 upon his nation.' . - . . 




. Jofiah had by thMtimereignfel thirty-one years in pro- Yr. of Bl 
found |>eac€| when Pharaoh' N^bo advanced againit the > 7 sJ» 
Aflyriana, oi: rather Babylonians, as lar as the city of Ante Chr« 
Carchemtfli, fituate upon the ntcr Euphrates V It is not ^ 
eafyto fay, whether Jofiah looked upon the defign, of this 
expedition to be levelled againft his own territories j or, 
which is ftill more probable, wtethcr the kings' of Judah 
were tributaries, and under a kind of obligation tothofe of 
Babylon^ to affift them againft all their enemies. Certain 
it is, Jofi^i was no fooner appHfed of the Egyptian mo- 
narch's defign, than be aflembicd a |mwcrful armyj dnd 
marched againft him to die Valley of Megiddo. Here 
Pharaoh endeavoured to diftuade him from concerning 
himfclf in the war between him and the Babylonians, al- 
furing him bv his ambaifadors, that he had no hoftile de- 
fign againft Judah ; Jofiah would not be peHuaded, but 
fallied out, as if his chief deflgn had been toBght him ip 
perfon ; but, before he could reach him, he received a 
mortal wounds aud conveyed from the field of battle. 

He died as foop as he had reached Jeruialeih ^ in the 
thirty-^ninth year of his age, greatly hmented by all his 
good fubjcdlsi particularly % die prophet Jeremy, who 
IS fuppofed to have compofed that elegy, known by the 
nape of the Iiamentations, Upon his death*. 

‘ Jofiah was fucceeded by his fan JehoShaa, whom 
the jyfedple fet upon the throne in the twenty^hird year of 
his age; not m rightof fucaffioni forhewasthey^^ rt^ 

of Jtmah*s fens, but by dowiir%ht faflion. He began to 
gtVe them early proofs, that^he de%ned to reign as wi^- 
edly as'fome of hf# piedecefibrs Hm donei upbn vl^hiirh 
account Jeiwmtid;;w$ at from God, to 

txhon hi4 to khitaio his father’s ^ty, adding, if 
he dllit nht, he fhould be carried away capdve, and^ in 
a ftrimge iadd t^harac^ Necho came aeoordii^^a|stnft 
Jer^alem, in hIS return frimi-ihe Afiyrian 0 
and dethroned Wm, in the third month rf his rmgtt i^aud, 
having fet his etder brother l&daiiH whede nime be 
changed into that of upon Ac throne, and 

laid him under the yua^itj tnbutc of a huadred talents of 






m^ft^ 


rJkiBaty- 
M/h c^^ 

fivUjf fQfim 


filw, a^^ taU3U; )of gddi jaatridi 1 m« Q;|ptive, :^^ef 
ijoto Egyi^ wlacrc he eride^ , 

JehotaS^ was not terrified by this di&fter fr^m fol^ 
lowii^, uuhappy brother’s fteps^ nor the people from 
conforming to his wicked ways ; infomuch that Jeremiah ^ 
was order^ bv God, in the ^rery beginning of, his reign, 
to deaiootice hb feyeie judgments againfl: them, unleb 
they repented. The time chofen for this denunciation 
iRfds the feaft of^Tabernacles, when there was the gi eateft 
concotu^e of people from all parts of the kingdom i and 
the place, the court of tfefe temple. The prophet having 
threatened them with ijthc dcllrnifijibn of the city and tem- 
ple, was feized by the p^efts and people^ and accufed as 
a fpwer of fedkion, worthy of death, pc was, however, 
.acquitted by the nobles,; ^ a perfon who fpoke by divine 
command^ i and found apowerful prote^or with the hing, 
in Ahikami the fon of Shapbah, who bad formerly been 
in great fcredit and authoriy under JoTiah. This patron 
badinflaebce^enoughi onthboceafion, tofereen him from 
the fu^tof the people *; though he bad foretold, about the 
.fame bme* the acceflion of ^deklah to the* crown of Ju- 
dabj an# that of Nebuchadnezzar to the throne ..of Ba** 
byldin^ ", 

Aboutlour yeats after this tranfa^ion, he predicted the 
dcftruiElioncf Icri^eOb ai^d of the tcmpic, ,aud the Ba^ 
bytonilb oapivity und^^^^^ which he 

^ould laft fevcnty.yeaflb's ait the eapiratibn of whieh, Aat 
4^naichy would stnd tbe bud become de- 

fc}bte.(Eh < In thevlame year, being jhut up in prifon, he 
Caufiid Bm^kf wibo was hb ftribe, to write from hb 
mouth the tenor of, the fime threatenings, and to go and 
read them in. the he^g of poepbi who were then 
nfiemhled at the temp^ fi^Doe fiskmn faft*" Saruk 
pbm^, imdfbmetrf ha^^ taken the 

whQ». underftand- 

ing^rMtcbTfi notwkbSaiidii^ 

meciidbm^ure Ignt&nt jo pm^mit iu 

Ins mefibogec* would 




. 'iJE^ tbiu^if^Uy 'vw li^' T;pic{ 

‘ ' •' ■.td ' 


^ wr. ao, 


and 


bave 



by bcert ^ dm ophi^rcath^ bow- 

cvtt, i® ^icl4^ efcaf^l^iipun The titophet 

i«ra^ Ordered w the ferhe dentinctationB agafn S 
which were foon fulfilled by tfe arrival of the Babylonifli Pmi/M. 
km^ ^ith a powerful army. ' ^ 

PWthcr^re idolatry, and ebotemptof God*8 worfhip, 
the only c nines with which jehoiakinrs' reign is branded; 
lie alfded to them the moft horrid cTucI^^^^ and tyranniefl, 
td|hnc and bloodflied building and adorning the moil 
funriptubus palaces by violence and opprelfion j perverting 
juitiee, and inventing ch^ea againft idie innocent to put 
thorn to death ; befuks his being deaf to the admoniiions 
Of fo many prophets. For thefe enormities, Jeremiah 
pronouncea at laft this dreadful fentence againft hitn ; 
that he ftiould be given up into the hands of his molt 
dre ado d enemy, even of Nebuchadnezzar ; that he fhould 
die unpitied and unlamented ; that he ftiould .hare the fc- 
jkLlchre of an aft; and that his carcafe ihould rot upon 
the ^ound By this time atfo, two Angular predidtona 
of that prophet had been fulfilled, which ought boiii to 
have added weight to the reft, and opened the infatuated 
prince’s eyes to his imminent danger. Jeremiah hacyame 
time before forewarned him not to rely upon the allilrance 
of the king of Egypt, whofc army was ftill at Cafehemilh, 
fince it wUld be totally oveithitown by the more fuccefT- 
ful arms of the young Nebuchadnezzar, the prince point- 
ed out by Frovidence to fubdue the rebellious nation of 
the Jews, This event happened accordingly in the fourth 
year of JcKoiakim’s rei^, when that young prince was 
lifiht*againft the king of Egypt, and defeated him entirely, 
at Carcihcmilh, took the place, put the whole garifon to 
the fword, and repulfcd the troops that came to its 
aftiftaticb ^ 

This yi^rf proved the ptefude of Judah’s misfortunes, 
the conOu^or marched dire^ly againft Jcnifalem, whfeh 

he pfled the temple of its liioft ptecibus fur- ytruftim 
nitiwe, and tho royal palace bf Its moft hopeful l^d l^u- 
tifttl young princes, to be made eunuchs in his bwn court, 
according to Ifaish’s prophecy to and the^city 

w^ aepnySi of all its chok^ youths, whether for birth, 
leauming, wit, or beauty, wbo were likcwile^ font to Ba- 
bylon. Amonj; thefc toft were Daniel and bis three com* 

fc Jerm. Wzxvf. i, & feqq. 

wkheb. aaii.-t3 i^%xiv, to thv end; Mviar* 

fl b 3 panions* 




TTi'. FJ. 
’ *W- 

ifinteCbr. 

^ y' ' sn‘ 

, ^kin'iwich 

€drt^/if 


; md cafti- 

- 



paniens. ' tihobJw « U^- 

%n«d to^te '&nt with Ibe r 

jituGoa, ’ 


tisto 4 »o 94*>' sod 4f’r 

Tii bc^ iijpoa.bi^lj)b~. 
4 v-y-,.,-- the*iaor, 

left wm ifl^ .a Sdndi of vU^eroy over 

018 owa idagdam. But, wbilB N(^iicliadae; 2 zar T^aiff w- 
pioyfei k other conquefts, the ktug ^Jirfah renounced 
hffi^domtnion, after he had bc^-fttyc£ted three yew j 
and refufed to pay' the t^ihute.- TGhc Adrian monarch, 
exa^erated at this ozniffion, feni. an army into Judaea, 
cenfiftmg of Syrians, ChaWswns, Ammm^ soA Moab- 
1 ^, who Wafted the whole kingdom; caffied a.yi^y thf^c 
thouk^ and xwaif j^three prifouers ; tqol^ and kutder^ 

i unfortunate J^hoiakimy and dragged hi^ eat^cai^ out 

of the cityngates, where they left it nnhiiried, according 
, to Jefendah’s predi^ien,. , 

This prin^^was fucc^ded by his ion JehoiachiHy called 
alft) jeebomah, and in con|3^i^t C<|miah»> then but 
eighteen years old; whether he Ofldtned tbc crown coa- 
tra^ to Jwel^chadnezz.ai^e intention I or had endea^ured 
to make off ms yoke, the text d<^h not ffiy^ but only ob» 
that ^ was as Wicked as his father. However, 
that monitck advance ^infthun, before he had reigned 
went out to Join, notin a hof- 
tr^^t fobmiffive manner, attended by his mother, and 
hot. ttoty ^ftn^d him inexorable,, and 
were Jeat away cafUeve fo Babyioii, where they died« 
The temple, palace^ treafury, and the whole city, were a 
iceemd time raidachcd and ftripped of all that was valuable. 
Nek^h^ueazar allb: .trapfported ten thoufand men, 
xiuned, for valour or^Wifdom » beftdes a thouiand *of the 
ar^ficets in gold, filvcr,. and .other metab and matc- 
a word^ ne^left fcarce any behind but the ?e^ 
tfaegs of the people, to cultivate the land. Among hts 
dptivea, was the famed Moidecai, and^i ; as is mod ge- 
njm%’^l^yed, the. pewhct JEz^iid-. . Finally, he fet 
lW|a^h, .who wa8ithc^i of,|^^ to the 

t^^ his 


St^Zedfiludhs *ndf haid^ bid him, un^ a ccr- 
nnt^c^th49ihff^ 


he noentdedbaffies from tfa« 



Aitnin^n, E4piRr:Tyrt» and Sidoni wbo 

were nil und^ ftcmtiigl|r indeed <o con- 

gratvlate him ppnn 1^ aceriSjorn to the crawn« but, in 
taft, ,tb enter wito a tfonfedemy ^th him agamfi the 
Cbald^tia. TTh^ voung piinee gave bat too much heed 
io their propbfal) but Jeremiah, who was warned of it^ 
fent to cve^. one of the anibaiTadors chains and ^ea| 
which he bid them eari^.to theh refpeftive mafteia, ad* 
them, in the naxt^ of God^ to fuhmit willingl]^ to 
the tiftg of Babylon, and not provoke him to lay a much . ^ 

feverer yoke upon by giving credi tb their Ijing 

fbothfayers in# ftar-gazers*. Tlwre werej“ at the^ame 
time, at Jerotaknii fevetOT^retended prophets, who cn- 
ddavoured to |Kriuade the tod creduions king, that the 
captivity would be ffiertly at; an end, and that the facred 
reflelsi which^had be^ carried away, #rouM be all re* 
ftored to the temple. Jeremiah, on the contrary^ declare 
ed) that thofe few which had be^ left behind, would be 
carded off with the relt« Tbi^, for fome year% there 
wais nothing to be heard, bat^ pi^iftions of vit^^ory and 
deliverance on the part of the lalle prophets, and of de^ 
folation and ruin from the mouth of Jeremiah, Thefe 
meafures raifed him manv a bitter enemy, not ^ly iri 
Judaea, but even in BaWon ; for be had tdten the op- 
portunity, as often as ^ckS^ font h« ycar^ tribute 
thithei:, to write Icttcm to the captives, «thorting them 
^lo hear their wkc jatieutly, and liot to eapeft a delitcrr 
anoe before Inc feventy years' fhdtold be ^ired i and they;, 
in return, wrote letters into Judaea, to de&iie tbat;^hd 
might *he apprcfhend^ and p^Aed as a daaigettiuS 
enemy to his country; who uliared^ j^ what was 
fpired by the God of ifraclt hut what was didatied by toe 
kiiig of Babylon .. ■ 

TWs contoft l^ed toM years, during wbcb, to ^ ^!Slf 
niies" caufed him to be imprifoi^. fnr^rfirfifr- 

was at fength pcrfuaded, byMa^^» l^<^*hets, to 

ot the Babylonlfli yoke i and dbat ra^ emeyTize batoiM 

the total de^ru^ion of temple and ffe was tb en.m 

rite r^itth year of bis imgn, wb«« 

vaiiced with a oowerfulanB? s wafted tto whokeUmury | 

ioaed upon histo^^iK and at length Wd 

to IbrtrfS^ befere acdrtfa^idd ^ 

eiiher:to or ^ wwh* to^ 

1 Jerm- uavH- 

H h 4 








rffe« defi^ them ,hs£d^ 
their ^afpiaad i^ wheat he ghmed 

bis revenge ^ lihfortim|i& I^ rf Judah vm the 
.utmnft eitifintf alli ed 

before bis ey&i ^t^tbeirrotdaflhghls’e^ tb be nut oat| 
that no objeA i^bt afterwards ehliteme the idt^bf that 
blodi^ feene* .’^ia csdamk^ha^iptned towards tbb eiid 
of the elcvcnai year of bis reijjn : be was foon ifier fent 
into Babylon^ load^ ^th chains, and ended his days & 
prifon., , . ^ 

Ihc two yeart and a half 

cldfc and ft«?iiuptia fiege from-^thOut, and a devouring 
fabiinc which ra^d within^' entcied by the vidoribua 
Chaldeans^on Wednd'day the i ilh of ihc foUrth 
anfwcring to b«r zyth of Jply, in i!ie yc^ir if tine 
wotld 3416’i ' , ' 

I ^They plundered the temple and palaces, and ieuted 
eyeiy wbefc upon the ridheft; fpoil. ‘ Nebuzan^n, who 
Commanded" them after Nebuchadneazar's diepartuit, 
cauied, the brazen colmbEiS) that Rood itf the court of 
the teitiple, tb be broken in pieces, and all the gold, (li- 
ver, and toftiy furniture, to be taken away, whilft tht 
r^(t of bia aj^y mad^j the faibe.^h^ city* On 

the thiird day afist ^8 entrap which was the loth of 
the fourth month,, amwering to our Augult 27lh% and 
a fabbath day,- he ordered the temple, palace, and the 
whole city, to be fet on fire, abid burnt to the ground. 
ThcwsllSf towers, and other fortifications, were demo- 
lilhed, luid all the Jews, inditing the very dregs of the 
people, were carried aWay pfifoiicbi, except fo^feW of 
the bafcr fort, lyhoi^ left to rill the land^, A^for Jc- 
retnijah, !NAuchadnezzat had given his general fuch 
charke concerning hidi, that ^ was well neated, and fet 
at lib^y Webt and lived u^th iGedali^ (G), whom 
iiat general left as a kind of ^veinor over the mifier^ic 
rciniiant of Judah* . , 

^ a Vide Ulber in Ann* '* 0(l& (bb A.M(, hi 6. r » Kmgi 
’^xxv* lOhrop. xxxvt VV paJum. 

A»i lib. X* cap. 


a pciitm . ai 
Ibci crbi^ In.all ^ 

riria he bad beea dbta 


Ynofli 
Ante Cm 

tmU^ 


Tkici^ 

pUmdttt^ 


amlhn^ 


n^o had 

8 i|, .'SM^hi^ of ^^ife4 !^ws flockei^ta 

ed^ikhf who gav« thtm a ^ kini recc^tidtH and ^ro«« 
^anf^r .thj^f fttbOl^encci until tbey opijild . bave time 
^ j^fj^ys^te t|ie imp^M or infti- 

dhe; Ammonit%^ king to dejbriye bim of life, 
ifif^ous he#r;epaired to ASizpeh, acw 

C^pMQlbi ten :.9c4»liab waa inr 

d^l^Wned of liii ititeiit j but fir frdim 'giving crcdii 
tp, tatCTtsduei him with all the tokens of friendlbip 
thei^y a^Ming thjr treacherous Iflimae) 
ppppr^tmity of murdering himj and all the brave 
Chalons, h^ J^ tabopt^him. Two d^g after thla maf- 
facrer/ me^ng Vith '^bdht^^fo^ liradites dad in 
i)|]^umizigi who were going to bewEdil the ruin of the city 
and twple^ ^e oiitic^ them ^ where he ihur- 

det^d' ^ Arew' i|iblr a " wt 11. Buj: 

ii hfs W t|ie ^th a number of 


tind foihd captains^ who refcoed' all the 

‘ to fly for his life- This bar- 
tne Jewifl) oi^beil} and the 
a^mteilfion wf thb re- 
m think of 
this thby con- 

if 

il^nld from 
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they reached the begM, to 

foretel Ac redh^Um bf'tlmt and the defohOiao «f, 
that kingdom;^ Ni|sl»iipha^jpsl Whi^ ao> 

cordingly. What became of Jerenuah, ia not hoown |i 
fooie fa]^fe:hnii td' have' been Aoiied by hu countryiaen : 
but that fuppofiUon ienere cpuje^ur^ 

■ .11 . . .1 ■ ■ a na , ' , 1 , j , 'r . T . "irr ' i >' 


T H B 

EX pi AN ATI ON OF 

sot OMO N’« TEMPtE 


ANP OP 'THB 


c I T Y OF J E R US A L E M. 

F or the right uti^rftanding the defaiption in the 
plate, ]!Pe % down »c following preUminary 
obferrations;^ 

1. FirlL The temple of .Solomon) which ftCod on 
Mount Moriah, being our chief and proper objed, we give 
the place or grpund-pjtot of it whole and complete, jnlt 
as we conceive it to been* 

il, Secon<Uyi We pretend to m i^eir fcnowlcge of the 
tempic, hut wh?t Wieiave in Scripture intenninisj and 
Vhere that frils, we only h^ to he allowed the ufe of cri- 
ricifm, and res^nahle orplaufible coujeflure. As for ^ 
cient authors, we bar® udme , 0 prodOw befides Jpfc- 
phW, and Other Tews rathci.pf a later date. Now all 
iSn ^ ritem* wbid* ha« «> fonndattoji m 
Holy Writ, to us is no eridencc; at alL Much they knew, 
or pretend to know, from tradition r but “‘‘r 
fume, ia not to be d^c^d upon. We know no 
S Se^. befiS^ wc baTe^rfelr^ and ^ 

Hebrew tJu^ii, prgpmly it ^ 

ar the time thofc autl^ w^fi. „ 

‘ now in ttlifn COttl^ 








iVkf'Wmtit .if 
i^,iiot ’fintie of 

"'Lfailfil i/l! ' A 

'. We OOMCt of ; yet 

not aUow that' liib iit». 1^0^ of the 

bttt^of at p^ betic emfelcmatkal 
i never gifted, t^ejtlier body has ever 

of each fide 

^ve 500 cubiu* wc do not Imbw i bdt that would be no* 
fiiiM to £aekie?«» which was ^ooreeds^ that is to lay, 3000 
cufj^ .for it is well known that a reed wa^ fix cu&ts ; 
fo that here is a ^ of io their ca- 
pacity Or iiilclbfufCe^ Thb rcedsj will 

/not give lefs than 12000 and odd cumts» or about 4500 


cct^t Mov 

kn #c ttippofc tfe 


jarge. I|o^ 
fo, that^vibi 


t tefepid to-'i^ve 1 
Init part of that city? Befidca, Jdiephu8» in the dimen- 
fibns ho rives us of Heiod’s temple^' which he had feen^ 
imd; wa^ % of the thre^ does not exceed .^ 

4^ftE4N^A Of » yord^ nyfer .faij real tem- 

ple»^t»dift ugim ^hriah, was any thfng n^r fo large aa 
^t temple Ezekiel faw and delineated by infpiration. ' 

vlY^^Foiirthlje It knowB* dbgUi wjien the tlebrews 
4i^ WO^lpi they turt^ , towards the moft 

noiy place or ifcw ^ ifeani’ froin >^at EzfekteJ 

&Wjp, that it lar wi^ftward of its dpof 2^1 dtitry^ His 
’TOjSjs arfe yerj^ Behtid/**^ &!*,, « at the door 

C^^fhe were n«e-4nd4tikhty with their 

batiiiS towards' thd t^pfe, aitd tbek tacek to^ids the 


&e ^ the call:;” 

" * tfeia fiiittod towards the 



rhWi.y who fo 'far 
b^h ln the fame 

■5 '..“s' 5“* 

_ te, into what 
«%atter of So- 
that all that is 
maity 

" ^ the Scripture 
■Wil^ he^ 

w^dn 



whcf^m wc oaly try toj intake £omm. near approa^s" to^ 
wards the trum ; Sind tW wii now ^ et^ 
plaint the ^ardeulara in {the plan beibre ns^ ac- 

cording to the indica^a of by the letters in 
margini for the greater eonrefddicy of finding oat what- 
ever may fi&eiu m want a review^ or deferve to be mote 
narrowly looked' or envied into* 

We begin -^ith the oracle ( 0 )y^ where God fpakei&oili 
between the cherubim $ accofc^gly it is called ** the 
oracle of his holinefs,” or, as it is otherwife tranflated, 

** his holy oracle,” towards which the Ifraelites turned 
themfclves when they worihippdd ; and this was a fquare 
room of 20 cubits^ as appears from i Kings vi. 2. 2o» 

^ Chron. iii. 

The holy place, or fan^uary, 40 cubits long, and 3o 
broad, as is plain from i Kings vi. 2 and 3* where it if 
alfo called the temple of the houfe. For the boufe niighf 
properly be the name of the two apartments^ but that bf 
the temple, the proper name for the fecond apartment % 
however, Ihe length of both diefe together> bei^ {file 
houfe and temple of God, was (ixty cubits, i £ngs^ 
vi. 2- " 

Before the fanfinary flood a porclr: Twenty eobitf 
was the length ^hereof, and ten cubits was the breadth 
there^,""^ as is faid ver- 3. and fo far wc have a ceitainty 
from the books of Kings and Chronicles. To whkh wc 
may, if needful, add the authority of jofephus. 

Whether there was a wall hetwjat the temple and the 
porch, b not mentioned in Scripture ; if there was, the 
whole length erf the temple, computing the cubit at 
twenty-two inches, did not exceed no feet, the breadth 
. amounting to ^ feet 8 inches. 

In all pfnbwlity there was a wall between* the temple j 
and the porch $ but the holy, or external, ^rt of the 
temple, was feparated front the moft holy by a ftrong aM 
rich veil ; yet fofephus pofitively affirms, that befidcs t^ 
veil, Solomon caufed a partiti<^waU to be built j and the 
book of kin^ implies that chsuns, bars, bolts 


(O) In Hebiewi iW/r, m rf miaite:. Befides,^ 1^ v 
one ffiouhl % locu^ ^ 

1 TMalr nr JimIv i OH 


hit otden or iaftru&on. «»*»-, 

S! l;.' if taut Biav it h tnalbtiM coiwefmiv 


«b Iw' rw«WWlM, if <5l?e,««W 
■ fb ^ ^ t*6ipMck| d* Mbe/l flri 



i|7® TempU, 

placed acrofs llie ow an ea:prdfion that feems to^de* 
note that there waa^ partition dpora, i Kings vi. ;2 1, 
The chambem^ built againft the walls of the temple and 
the oriele, were each “ five cubits broad, and alfo five 
cubits high:” but of their length we find nothing re- 
ctil^ded. jofephus tcUs us they were thirty in number. 
Ezekiel fays.^^ The fide chambers were three, one over 
another» and thirty in order fo.that thirty being multi- 
plied h^ thrcei according to the number ot llories in the 
fir|b book of Kings, thofe chambers will amount in all to 
ninety, called the nethermoll, the middle^ and the third. 
Concerning their ufe, we find nothing mentioned but 
^t^* Joafliwa8 hidden in the bed-chamber” belonging 
to the temple. Taking it then for granted, that they were 
chiefiy or frequently intended to lie in, we may venture 
to fay that they were fufficient for that purpofe, efpccially 
thofe of the middle and third (lory. 

The door for the middle chamber was in the right 
fide of the houfe ^ and they went up with winding-ftairs 
into the middle chamber, and out of the middle into the 
third.” We therefore imagine an opening was left in the 
thicknefs of the wall for a pair of ftairs to go up to the 
fccond ftory of the chambers about the temple, and alfo a 
pafiage from the temple to the porch. 
ftrehg porch were thofe celebrated columns or pillars, 

with which it was adorned by Solomon. “ He fet them 
up in the porch of the temple,” and ** he made before the 
Is/mm/, houfis two pillars,” and “ he reared up the pillars before 
the temple j” whjth expreffions taken together, imply 
diat the pilltfs were before the temple in its porch. But 
it is not quite fo eafy to allign the height of them. In 
bnc place it is fitid of Solomon, He call two pillars of 
brafs, eighieen cubits high a piece.” In another we read, 
** He madfe two pillars of dfiirty-andrfivc cubits high.” 
This Ceeming inconfiftmicy between the two hiftorians 
may be accounted fetf, if we fiippofe the pedellal or bafis 
of the columns to have been 1 7 cubits high ; this^ added 
to^e ifi oi#ts(i Kings vii. 15.— Jcrem. Jii. 21.) for ihc 
fiiaft, will make exa£lly 35, the number mentioned, z 
Cfaron. ill. 15. Xai^, taking from i Kings vii. 16. five 
fubits, h^ing the hei^ of the chapiler, wc lhall have the 
l^ght of tlk pillars, vijz. 40 cubiti^ It is true, that, 
la at^hei: placci (aKin^ xit.: V7,) fbo hc^ht of the 
4:bapiter is faid to have been 3 ci^ta^ biit here we ap- 
we have the dimeti^ of chapiter only, 
fb called coUie^etb tbe Hebrem^, or crev^n^, 

yrhich 



whicli is exprefled to have beeri | ; atkl b 

left to be underftood the ** #ork on it rdtmd 

about,” which filled 2 cObits mc^re, bbth which fum$ 
added make that of 5,* the number fet down before by 
the fame author. We can fay but little concerning the 
thick nefs of the (haft of ihofe pillars, ^only that a line 
of twelve cubits compaffed either of them round about;” 
and therefore the liiameter was 4 cubits, the propoitiotl 
of 12 for the circumference. But it may be farther ob* 
ferved, that one of the pillars w^a to be fecn on the right 
of the porch, and called Jachin, and the other on the left 
called Doaz. Now Jachin fignifies, />e Jhull eftabhjb \ and 
Boaz implies, rJ ^ 

The altar for burnt-offerings (landing before the porch AUar^ 
and anfwering to another in the tabernacle, was ** in 
length two cubits, and as many broad, befides ten cubits 
high*" and fince no (leps were allowed in the taberhacle 
to go up to the altar", it ought to be fuppofed there were 
none for that ufe in the temple, but only an eafy afeent. 

Of the court itfelf we muft own, it is our opinion, that 
it extended at firft all around the temple. Thus was the 
court about the tabernacle an oblong fquare, the length 
thereof being an hundred cubits, and the breadth fifty every 
■where.” Now, as we find no dimenCon of the court in 
the temple, all we can allow is, that this la ft court was 
twice as big as that in the tabernacle, becaufe it appcari 
that king Solomon kept pretty near to that proportion in 
the building of the temple irfelf. Again, as in that ob- 
long fquare the tabernacle ftood weftward, fo that the 
court had on the eaft two third parts, or more, of the 
whole fpace, We conceive the court of the temple, as So- 
lomon at firib built it, to have been much the fame. 

But a wall is placed here, on the weft fide of the court, WtA. 
before the porch, for which no warrant will eafily be 
found in that part of Scripture which was to be our 
guide in our prefent enquiry, and therefdwe it docs not 
feem to be built upon any fare foundation. 

A new court is plamly mentioned in hiftory. Thus «nr 
we read, that « Jchofliaphat ftood in the congregati^ of 
Judah and Jcrufalem, in the houfe of the Lord, befiw •«"«" 
the neW court Some will have it to have bwn the 
court of priefts repaved, as indeed the altar was, by bn^ 

Afa, and therefore called the New Court. 
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of Sobwth Tefnpkw 

Solc^on is faid to have built the inner court with 
three rows of hewed ftone, and a row of cedar-beams 
hut what thefe rows were, it is not fo eafy to explain ; 
to us they appear to have been a kind of parapet-wall, 
four or five feet high (confifting of three rows of Hone, 
one upon another, and a fourth of cedar-beams over* 
them),^ fufficient to keep off the people from being’ a 
hindrance in the court of priefts, but low enough for the 
Ifraelites without to fee all the priefts were doing within. 

With refpe£l: to the feveral entries into the court, we 
place them over-againft the gates, that are faid to have 
been in that court where the people met for their folemn 
devotions. 

This was called the Great Court, becaufe of its extent, 
comparatively to that of the priefts, which was, a good 
deal fmallcr; both of them arc called the Courts of the 
Houfe of the Lord And it is faid, that Solomon himfelf 
built the one as well as the other. “ Furthermore, he 
made the court of the priefts, and the great court, and 
doors for the court, and overlaid the doors of them with 
brafs. Jofephus, not thinking this metal valuable 
enough, has made a tranfniutation of it into filverP; and 
has, at no other expence than his fancy, built a large 
court, upon a mount raifed on purpofe, four hund*::d 
cubits high. It is eafy to prefume he has fpared neither 
columns nor porticos, nor any embellifliments that a 
fruitful ijfnagination could fuggeft, to adorn it with. 

As to the gates, there were three on three fides of 
the temple, eaft, north, and fouth, befides two on the 
weft fide. Thefe gates were kept by wardens, trufted with 
power and authority, who had under them a number of 
Levites j for we read, Among thefe were the divilions 
of the porters, even among the chief men, having wards 
one againft another, to ferve in the houfe of the Lord \ 
and they caft lots, as well the fmall as the great,— for 
every gate.’* Wc have nothing remarkable to fay concern- 
ing the north and eaft gates \ but, juft by that to the 
fouth, we find the houfe of affuppim 5 and what this 
houfe was is not eafy to determine {Z). 

Concern- 

• z Kings xxi. 5, p Jofeph. Ant. lib viii. cap. 3. q 1 Chron. 
XXVi. 1 5. 


(Z) The radical verb afap, 
Ggnifi^ to odd ^ aJ/hmlU^ or ga- 
mer and the feveral 

nouns derived firom it keep all 


this primitive fenfe. It ap- 
pears that there were, near the 
gftle we have been fpeaking of, 
two houlbi, or dlftinfl apart- 
ments, 



Explanation of Solomoris Temple^ 

Coiicerninnr the other apartments in this court of the 
people, though we are ignorant of their form and litua- 
tioji, have tlirpofed of them at the four coiners of the 
temple, leaving to every one to fix ami reprefimt them as 
maybe thought moll pioper. Thefc chambers fliouhl be 
carefully diitinguiflied from ihofe ah'Lacly mentioiud, 
which immediately joined the temple ; for, befidcs tliat 
thefe lail were very fmall, and do not feem to have been 
capacious enough for thofc ufes the others were put to j 
the diflerence of their names makes it probable that thefe 
chambers w-ere diflerent. Thofe about the temple are 
called Jatziagh, and thefe in the courts Lefliaeuth ■, and 
the chief porters were over thefe cliambejs, or, as in tlie 
margin, “ florehoufes and lieafuries of tlie houfe of Cb.d.” 

Let us now confider the gates to the well, which d.e- 
ferve particular attention. Thus fays the te.'a*^; “ d'o 
Shuppim and Hofah the lot came forth wellMMrd, with 
the gate bihallecheth, by the caufey of the going up, 
ward agaiiilt ward •, and at Parbar wellward, four at the 
caufey, two at Parbar As to the firll at fouth-weli, the 
name may he applied, according to its etymology, to what 
comes out like a projc(flion, as we call it ftom the Latin, 
or a jutting out in a building. ' 

When tlie name ol Shallecheth is given to the gate we 
?ire here fpeaking of, we fee it, at the fame time, joined to 
a caufey. This was a bank, terrace, or bridge, that led 
up to the temple. And here, it fecnis, fhould be placed 
the mifghad, made for the temple, by the king. I he 
tranllation calls pillars in the text, but, in the margin, 
rails (Hebrew, aprop)\ and, in another place, it bears the 
name of melilloth, rendered by terraces in the text, but, 
in the margin, Jlays (Hebrew, highways) ; the feiife of 
all which ctirnes to one fignification ; for the ground 
without the tempLe feems to have been very uneven; and, 
in order to make the approach toil not only commoLlious 
but delightful, Solomon contrived an avenue over the 
valley, one end of which aufwered the gate of Slvallc- 
cheth, and the other the palace, over-agiufi the foulh 
fide of the temple, to the north of Mount Sion. It is in 
this difpofal or order we are to coiilidcr what is called 


Chron. xxvl. i6. 


r Ibid. ver. i3. i Kingsx. 5 . 


nieiits, one on each fide of this 
gate ; where either the prielbs 
or the Levites, or, it may be, 
both orders, alVeinblcd at times, 

VoL. 11. 1 


cither about hiirmcfs relating 
to the temple, or they depofit- 
ed all things of ufe in that con- 
fecrated place, 

; IA$ 
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Apar/^ 

merits^ 


frrp gafrJt 



T,xplanat;on of SolomorCs Temple* 

his afcent, by which he went up into the houfe of the 
liord which afcent was built by Solomon, in fo coflly 
a manner, that it was looked upon with admiration by 
the queen of Sheba. Thus have we alligned a caufe why 
this gate fhould be called Shallecheth ; and as there was 
the greateft coneourfe of thofe about the court, and, in 
general, from the high city, here were two dHlinft guard- 
noufes, parallel to nne another, oue under Shuppim, and 
the other under his co-partner Hofah. 

But, the fecond to the weft, towards the north of the 
temple, was for the inhabitants of that part of the city 
that has fince been called the Lower ; and this gate was 
Called Parbar, the way leading to the fuburbs from it, 
named, in Scripture, Parvarim. Now, as the temple 
might he more expofed on that fide than any where elfe, 
and there was a very great concourfe of people, the out- 
let of the road, near the ga^e, was guarded by four Le- 
viteSj and the gate itfelf by two more. But now let us 
^;etLirn to the temple by the terrace-gate. 

Covert of Here we find “ the covert for the fabbath,’and the king’s 
the fab- entry" adjoining to itj for we read, that “king Ahaz 

' ; cut off the borders of the bafes, and removed the laver 

from off them, and took down the fea from the brazen 
oxen that were under it, and put it upon a pavement of 
ftones ; and the covert for the fabbath, that they had built 
in the houfe, and the king’s entry without, turned he 
from the houfe of the Lord, for the king of Affyria.” 
We prefume fomewhatof a commentary on this pafl'age, 
as to the two things here mentioned, will pot be unac- 
ceptable to the reader. ^ 

We muft firft form to ourfelves an idea of this covert, 
called in Hebrew, mufac. Sacah is to cover ^ and mufac, 
4.- covering or veil. As for the thing itfelf, we muft look 
fi>r what may relate it among thofe things that were built 
by Solomonin the temple. At the time of its dedication * 
“ he had made a brazen fcaffold (in Hebrew it is kior) of 
five cubits lopg, and five cubits broad, and three cubits 
Ijigh', and had let it up in thft midft of the court; and 
Upon it he ttood." It might be in the fhape of an he- 
mifphere, or hollow vefl'el, almoft like the concha, or 
triumphal car j of the Romans,; but whatever might be 
tbjsjcior, it muft of necelfity have refted upon, or been 
by a pedeftal or column. 

when he was proclaimed king, “ flood upon the 
f this is the true meaning of the Hebrew " ; the 

, f vi; Jj, * nSy homed ^ hamoutl., 

' f-amr 



Explanation of ^ohmjot^s Tmple, 


Fame turn of cxprefTion nlready made ufc of in relation to 
Solomon, although in the tranllation it is “ by a pillar j’* 
and, what is very remarkable, the text adds cammifliphath, 
according to the manner^ that is, as the kings were ufed to 
do in the temple, in their ufual place or throne. Jofiah, 
in order to renew the covenant, “ flood upon the pillar*,” 
according to the text ; and this fame pillar the king flood 
upon, is even in our tranllation called “ his place wherein 
he flood r.” This place was very fit and proper for the 
king, who appeared there at the head of the Ilraelites, in 
their court, in the midfl of which the hiftorian lias fixed 
the throne “before the altar.” But it will nut be amifs 
to obferve, that the king did not Hand or fit there, when 
he came to the temple in the form of a humble fuppli- 
cant to the God ofifrael, or to alkhis counfei ; for in this 
cafe it feems the kings were mixed and confounded among 
the croud of their lubje£ls. However, the throne was 
the ordinary feat upon all folemn occalions, when the 
king appeared before the altar. Aqd there alfo it was 


young Joafh was feated, in all the pomp of a king, at his 
inauguration. So the hiftorian fays, “The king flood 
upon his pillar at the entering in, and the princes and the 
trumpets, &c. * ” Our tranllation here again fays, " h« 
flood at his pillar but we do not chufe to vary where 
the text is uniform. 

Secondly, Upon this pillar was a fort of alcove, or 
fmall gallery, made much in the fame fhape as our pulpits. 
This refted on the central point of the convex fide, upon 
the pillar ; there the king might either fit or Hand, and 
turn himfelf about to the temple, altar, or confecration, 
as he had occafion, as is obferved of Solomon at the con- 
fecration of the temple *. 

Thirdly, The kior feems to have been covered, as is 
atprefent the throne of our kings j and for this reafon it 
was called mufac, which may be explained by canopy^ 
or cloth of Jiate, this third part denominating the two 

But it is not eafy to conceive for what reafon, to the 
idea of covering, is joined that of fabbath. fhe word 
fahbath properly is rtji, and, figuratively, the folemn day 
on which they did reft. If we take it in the firft fenf®. 
muft only be underftood, that the mufac covered the 


* ■ Kings xxiii. 1- r * 
xxiii. 13, aiKingsviii. 


Chron. xiixiv. 31. » » Chrpn- 

14. a Cliron, vi. 3 » 
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place where the king refted or fat down (A), every one 
elfe {landing ; if we take it in the fecond fenfe, it may 
imply, that the kior, or ihrom^ vras covered with the 
mufac, or cloth of Jiate^ only on the lafh day of the week* 
the day of reft or fabbath ; and then it was laid up till the 
next fabbath-day, unlefs fome high feftival intervened, 
that required the king’s prefence in the temple (K). 
mkmon's We fliall not here undertake to deferibe exatlly the 
ftruaure, nor even the fituation, of the porch built by 
' Solomon. It only appears in general, that it might reach 

or extend itfelf from the gate, where ended the terrace 
by which the king went up from his palace to the temple, 
and that it was carried forwards in a ftrait line, as far as 
over-againft the mufac ; but then in going to the mufac 
joining to the wall of the court of priefts, there was a 
turn to the left, and that turning will precifely be the 
mebo, or king's entry. It is to be fuppofed the porch from 
tdie gate Shallecheth, as far as this entry, might be a 
common paflage for the ufe of the public, as well as for 
the king *, but from the turning to the throne, it was the 
Icing’s entry properly fo called; which confequently was 
adorned and enriched much more magnificently than the 
reft. For this rcafon Ahaz made ufe of it, as well as of 
the covert of the fabbath,” to buy the afliftance of the 
king of Aflyria. Not that we are to think, that Ahaz de- 
ftroyed the whole building ; but as we read of Hezekiah", 
‘**that he cut off the gold from the doors of the 
temple of the Lord, and from the pillars which he had 
over-laid, and gave it to the king of Aflyria Ahaz fol- 
lowed his example, ^ taking away a portion out of the 
houfe of the Lord namely, “ the king’s entry and co^ 
vert for the fabbath.” 

This hypothefis of the fituation of the mufac, or royal 
throne, will clear up a circumftance in Jchoafh’3 inauguration, 
otherwife very difficult to be undexftood p. That prince, 
by Jehoiadah’s means, having been proclaimed in the 

n» iChron.vi. 3. “ a Kii>gs xvlii. ,5. 9 a Cfirpn. xxviii, 

1 Kings xi. pair, a Chron. xxiii. pafT. 

’ (A) The fevetity interprej^ piufac was furely a very rich 
lers feem to have wken it in and valuable piece of work, 
this fenfe; for they tranflate fince Ahaz made ufe of it with 
the covert of the <abbath by a defign to glut the avarice of 
99 Btiuhiov thefoun- the king of Aflyria, whom he 

dation of the chair ^ or feat, had very imprudently called co 

(K) It may give fome air of his aid agaitill the kiitg of Da- 
probability to this fecond con- mafeus. 

|ie^re to take notice^ that the 



Explanation of Solomon's Temple.^ 


temple, the noife was heard by Athaliah in her palace ; 
from whence fhe, in hafte, ran to the temple by the ter- 
race-walk, which for her was the leadiell and fhorteft 
way. She went in at the gate Shallecheth, and crofl'eJ 
what we have called the poiticn or porch of Solomon, at 
lead that part of the court, where flood in arms the Le- 
vites, according to the dire£lions of the high-prieft 
They, feeing the queen, but having no particular orders 
concerning her, allowed her to advance, fo that fhe drew 
nearer-, and, coming as far as the “ king's entiy,” or di- 
rectly over-againlt it ; ‘‘fhe looked and, behold, the 
king flood upon his pillar at the entering in and the 
princes and the trumpets by the king. — Then Athaliah 
rent her cloaths, and faid, Treafon I treafon !” Here- 
upon the high-prlcfl, Jehoiada, ordered the command- 
ing officers to “ have her forth of the ranges which, 
according as their armed Levites were polled, could not 
more conveniently and with greater furety be done, than 
in opening the ranks towards the gate of Afuppim, which 
was over-againfl the king\s entry to the fouth (L). By this 
gate then Athaliah was thrufl out of the temple imme- 
diately, i and, the better to hinder her from returning to 
her palace, they condufled her towards the fields, through 
the eaftern gate of Jerufalcm, called Miphkad, orPrifon- 
gateS then, turning to the right by the corner “. down to 
the Horrc-gate% eallward of the palace, thereabouts ffie 
was killed. Soon after, the high-priell brought the king 
from the temple to the palace, by the way of the gate of 
the guard, and thence through the great or high gate of 


<1 2 Kings xi. 5. ii. 
t Nchem. iii- 31 . x'i- 3 » 9 
16, 2 Cliron. xxiii. 15- 

(L) Being divided in three 
parts, the Levites had three 
different pofts joining to one an- 
other( I ) ; one third part vveis to 
guard the king’s hoiife, or a- 
partment, next to the temple, 
fouthward ; another to be at 
the gate of Sur, or turningy 
which feems to be that of 
Afuppim, whereat the king 
turned to his throne. U is in- 
deed, called by another name, 
but very like it in the Hebrew, 

(,) Sec 2 Kings xi. 5, » 

XV. 11. Kinj^s i. s> 


r z Kings Jti. 14. 

■ Jerem. xxxi. 40. 
Nehem. iii. 18. 


* 2 Chron. xxiii- 
*■ 2 Kings xi. 


viz. the gate of Sippim, where 
□ur verfinn has doors or thref- 
hold, Thelaftwasatthegatebe- 
yondthe guard, or runners (2)^ 
which feems to be that of Slrtl- 
lechcth. For the king coming 
to the temple through this 
gale, any one may f^, that 
there was their proper nation 
in the avenue. It is alfo call- 
ed “ the gate of foundation, 
becaufe of the projection there 
made with the terrace. 

(») s Sam- 


Cbron. xxiii* 4. 

I i 3 


that 



(|M Defcrlption of Jerufalent. 

that palace Some unJerftaTid by this high gate, a gate 
of the temple 5 but rhere was no fuch gate in the temple 
till the reign of Jotham, of whom it is faid in exprefs 
terms * ; “ He huilt the high gate of the houfe of the 
Lord which is generally taken to be that towards the 
call;. 

Thofe, who have been converfant with all the pompous 
deferiptions of Solomon’s temple, which are every day 
exhibited, will be furprifed to find this come fo vaftly 
fhort of the boafted magnificence of that building. Buf 
let it be remembered, that, as this was defigned to con- 
tain no more than could be met with in, or fairly deduced 
from, the Scripture j fo the render will at leaf!: reap this 
benefit from it, that he will now be better able to judge 
what is, oris not, authentic in other plans of this (Iruc- 
ture. 

yf Defcription of ferufalem, 

Msorigin It is a general fuppofition, though, as we prefume, wlth- 
0 n(iua?nejf folid foundation, that Melchifedeck’s Salem flood 

in the fame place, wliere afterwards was built the city, 
the fubjeft of our prefent enquiry. We will not under- 
take to decide the queftion ; but fhall onlv take notice of 
the habitations of the Caiiaanites, who flwelt here, and 
in the adjacent parts, under the names of Jehus and Je- 
bufi. David, having taken \^jom them the mountain, 
upon the top of which was their flrong-hold, made it his 
place of refideiice ; and this is commonly called l^ion, or 
the city of David. Under Solomon the name of Jerufa- 
lem either firfl began, or firft got the better of the other 5 
but there being no fure reafon afTigned for this, nor any 
determined fignification affixed to the name, we will 
dwell no longer upon thefe uncertainties ; fuffice it to 
obferve, that it was generally diftinguifhed by the appel- 
lation of “ Jerufalem the holy.” 

It is no eafy matter precifcly to determine the extent of 
this city in its different changes. Its mofl ancient flatc 
of perfeflion was in the reign of its founder’s fuctefibr, 
we mean Solomon ; in whofe time this city, before em- 
bellifhed by hi? father David, appeared in its greatefl 
luftre ; and there is no great likelihood that it was en- 
larged by thofe that came after him. The general and 
indiJterminate deferiptions to be found in the authors of 
thofe times, will not.permit lis to fettle with any exa£l- 
the limits of Jertifalem, We will, however, ven- 

f ft Chroji. xxiii. zo, * 9 Kings sv. 35. 8 c m Cliron. xxvii. 3. 

turc 



hefaiption of Jtrujaltm* 4 ^|| 

turc to fuppofe its circumference, at firft, to have been 
about feveti or eight (ladia, or a Roman mile. It was cer- 
tainly twice, or probably three times, as large under Solo- 
mon. After the captivity, this city, being rebuilt, took 
up much tlie fame fpace as before ; as may be gathered 
from Nchemiah’s defeription of the ruins, and its condi- 
tion after it was repaired. According to Jufephus, the 
whole circumference of Jerufalem was thirty-three fla- 
diaP; which is about four miles and one hundred and 
twenty-five paces. But Hecateus, who has deferibed it 
fuch as it was in his time, under Ptolemy Lapus^, gives it 
no lefs than fifty fladia \ probably including the out-parts, 
which properly did not belong to it ; for there is no rea- 
fon to believe, that there was any confiderable dccreafe 
from the time of Hecateus to that of Jofephus *, fo that 
we muft Hand to the meafure of the lalt of thele : we 
will only add, that Hecateus’s aflertion, that there were 
in Jerufalem one hundred and twenty thoufand inhabi- 
tants, feems probable enough (M). 

Jerufalem was fituated upon hills: of thefe, the two Situatim. 
largeft, Zion and Acra, were direaiy oppofite to each 
other ; and on Moriah Solomon built the temple. Of 
the two firft we will take a more diftind view, beginning 

with Mount Zion. ... 

This hill bounded to the fouth the whole circumference, 
and reached from weft to eaft. The weftern fide was 
higheft, and circumfcrilcd by the valley of Hinnom (N), 


(M) His words are, - twelve 
myriads ; now a myriad is 
ten thoufand. According to 
Jofephus, one million one hun- 
dred thoufand -men, 
iVkIov perilhed in the 

fiege,befide5uinety-revcn thou- 
fand taken prifoners during 
the war ; he adds, that in 
Ctefias’s enrollment at the 
Paflbvcr were reckoned two 
hundred fifty-five thoufand 
fix hundred lambs. Now there 
were not lefs than ten men to 

Whlamb; fo that the number 

of thofe that were purified ac- 
cording to the law, befides the 
reft, mult havs; been two roil- 


r jofeph. contra Apion. 

lions five hundred and fifty-fix 
thoufand. 

(N) Ge-hinnom, fo it is 
called in Jofliua, from Hin- 
Dom a man’s name. In the 
books of Kings it is the val- 
ley of the fons,” “or children of 
Hinnom ]” and it is faid, that 
in this valley was Topheth, 
where the children were made 
to pafs through the fire in ho- 
nour to Moloch. Upon this 
account it is thought the place 
took its name Trom the tears 
the children Ihed whild buni- 
ing, and from the iioifc of the 
drums which were beat, m or- 
der to drown their flings- 
I i 4 
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Defcrlption of Jerufalem. 

dB the Callcrn was by that of Jehoftiaphat^, which, it h 
thought, joined the other towards the fow.th *. Here were, 
feveral fprings, particularly that of Gihon *, or Shiloah“, 
which afforded exceeding good water. To the north of 
Zion, was another valley named by Jofephus “ the valley 
of the cheefemongers;** probably the fame as that dif- 
tinguiftied in Zephaniah * by the epithet Machthefh, tranf- 
lated by the Septuagint KAT(iKiKofji.fjLivnvj that was cut 
ijt) or made holhw. 

Acra (O), with the faid valley to the fouth, flood to 
the north of Zion ; its declivity was equal on every fide. 
Upon Zion, flood the High City, in the author’s time 
called the High-market-place. The Lower City ftnod 
upon Acraj but, before that period bore other names. 

The principal quarter was called the City of David r, on 
the top of Mount Zion, towards the weft. This was a. 
fortification which inclofed that king’s palace; and it is 
likely that near this, afterwards, flood that of Herod, 
which ferved as a citadel®.’ To the well of the fort was- 
Mizpah, or Mafpha ; the difficulty would be to prove that 
Mizpa-h was a part of Jerufalem, as we are aflTured that 
near it was a fmall town which bore that name Thefc 
are the words of Nehemiah ^ Shallum, the fon of Col- 
hofe, rviler of the Pelec of Mizpah, repaired the gate of 
the fountain.” Now pelec in Hebrew is a and fo 

may fignify a ward, or quarter, fubjeft to a parti- 


r Vide Joel iii. a. ® Kimchi in loc. * i Kings i. 33. 
a Chron. r.xxii. 30. ^ Ifaiah viii. 6, Jolinix. 7. Chap. 


i, II. J a Chron. xxxiii- 14. 
3 'Jtrem. xl. 10. ^ Nehem. iii 

But the text in Joflma (hews, 
that the valley bore this name 
long before it was put to fuch 
flu ufe, if ever it was put.to it 
at all. If we believe Mai- 
monkleSy and other rabbles, 
the children were made to pafs 
through the flames only, as 
being, by that ceremony, con- 
fecrated to the idol. In later 
times, the carrion was thrown 
into this valley ; and when it 
did not wafle away faft enough, 
frequently burnt. This has 
given room td fix upon the 
word Geeiina (which repre- 
feats in Greek and Latin the 


Nehem xii. 37. » Bell. Jud. 

> I j. ^ i Sam. iii. 29. 

Hebrew word) the notion of 
hell fire, 

(O) This name feems to be 
borrowed from the Greek 
an eminence 'y and fametimea 
a citadel, or fortrefs. It is 
well known, that there was 
one built upon this hill by An- 
tiochus, and afterwards laid 
even with the ground by Si- 
mon. And to this reafon ic 
mufi be aferibed, that Acra had 
been fince diflinguifhed by thar 
name, notwithfianding the 
Targum fometimes maxes ufe 
of this expreiiion, the Acra,, 
that t«^ the eiuM, of Zion. 

cube 



Defcription ofjerufalem, 

Ae fame manner al 
•fliebets a r,d, fignifies o tnb,. The Chaldee dialed 
makes ufe of pclac, and pilcca, in the fame fenfc as is 
here given to pelec The Arabians give this name, which 
they pronounce felec, a fpher.; that it would be a 
pret y good tranilation of as it denotes the 

neighbourhood round about. The Septuagint tranflate it 
here part, or portion ; but every where clfe in this chap- 
ter It IS a circumference of land, a diftridl of 

more or lefs extent.^ We fhall therefore venture to fair 
that Mizpah was one of the quarters of Jerufniem, and 
that It was divided into two parts j that we are fpeakinV 
pt to the weft, and the other, where ftood the arfenal, 
and where Ezer was ruler % to the call of the fortrefs. 

Another quarter, divided into two parts, bears the 
name of Jerufalem ^ which had two rulers, each of half a 
quarter. This is the part which Jofeph us " calls the city 
with refpeft to the citadel \ and both together made the 
upper city. There were three other quarters, which 
might be looked for in Acra, viz. Bethakercm, Bethzur, 
and Keilah. 


As for the ftreets, in Hebrew Hhouzoth, all we know 
concerning thofe of Jerufalem, is, that as there was one 
bearing the name of Haophim, that is, Bakers f red ; fo 
there might be others, which bore the names of other 
trades ; thus the valley in Jofephu5*s time, was called 
Tyropeon. 

Rehob properly is an open place ; in the Rehoboth, ac- Platee* 
cording to Ezekiel*, were built the high-places. In the 
book of Efther an officer of the king of Perfia goes out 
to Mordecai, in the Rchob of the town, over-againft the 
gate of the palace, which feems to have been made ufe of 
by the courtiers as a walk. In the Rehob of Jerufalem 
Hezekiab affcmbled his generals, and made a fpeech to 
them. The people were gathered together by Ezra" in a 
Rehob of the temple, and the priefts and Levites by Ho 
zekiah in the eaftern Rehob ; we muft fuppofe thefe two 
to have been parts of the vacant fpate that furrounded the 
courts of the temple. Laftly, there was a Rehob near 
the Water-gate which muft have been very large, fince 
it contained all the people of both fexes, that flocked thi- 
ther from all parts, in order to hear Ezra read the law. 


■ VideNchem. iii. « Nehem. iii. 9. ■ Jofeph.BclI. 

Jud. » Ezek. xri. sf. r Efther iv, S, * a ChroB* 

xxxii. 6. » EzraX* 9 . ** Nehem. viii, f, 4. 


upoa 



Defcription of JerufaUm, 

upon a fcafFold, or ftagc, erefted upon this occafion at 
one end of the jplace, in fuch a manner, that Ezra had 
the whole aflembly facing him. 

if we have not yet taken notice of Millo, it is becaufe 
we do not find it in Scripture diftinguiftied by any of the 
above mentioned names, nor indeed by any other appella- 
tion than MiJlo. When David took from the Jebufites 
the top of Mount Zion, he then “built round about from 
Millo and inwards,” fays the text of Samuel where it 
is cafy to underltand, a caftle was built on this mount, 
furrounded with ftrong walls, and probably of a circular 
form. This building had on the eaft what is called Millo, 
and on the other Tides was bounded by the hill itfelf ; in- 
fomuch that the city of David was within Mount Zion on 
the north, weft, and fouth, but was bordered eaftwards 
by Millo^(P). Although it is faid in the text, “ Solomon 
built it ;” yet the context fliews, that he only made an 
end of it, or repaired it ; and as much did Hezekiah in 
his time?^. Who the firft was that built it, we do not 
know ; but it feems to have been a work of the Jebufites, 
whofe government was almoft a democracy, like that of 
Athens, 

Bmldhgs. Let us next vifit the public buildings, in Zion : the firft 
that offers itfelf is the palace of king David, on the top of 
the mount in the midft of a fortrefs y. There was a flight 
of fteps, or ftairs, to go up to it * ; to the north of ihefe 
fteps ftood the tomb of David, of which Jofephus tells 
many wonderful ftories at the end of the feventh book of 
his Antiquities. At the bottom of the fteps was the 
houfe of the Mighty-. This probably ferved as a guard- 
houfe to the palace. 

Next was the arfenal, or armoury, at the turning of the 
wall**, in Hebrew called mizkoah ; but the arfenal itfelf, 
by a compendious expreflion, or way of fpeaking, was 
called hannefhek ; for neftiek is a weapoti^ or arms. The 
word baith, a bovfe^ muft therefore be underftood. 

Not far from the arfenal, and more towards the middle 
of the city, was the palace of a high-prieft ; and lower, at 

■ a Sam. v. 9. coll, i Chron. xj. 8. « a Chron. xxxiii. 5. 

T a Sam. v 9, & fcq. z Nchcm. hi. 15. a Nehem. iii. 16. 

• Nehem. ni. 19, 

(P)^ The truth is, vail the cation of Rehob, and a great 
connoifleurs and critics in the many other terms in Scripture, 
Hebrew language, are as ig- about which they have bewiU 
Horant of the meaning of Mil- dered themfclves in a labyrinth 
lo, as they are of the fignifi- of cbildilh conjedlures. 

SI very 
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a very little diftance, we find the houfe of Aaarlab, a tnari 
' of (Jiltinftion of the tribe^of Benjamin. 

With refpetl to the royal palace, the books of Kings 
mention three houfes built by Solomon : the firft they call 
the houfe where he dwelt; the fecond, the houfe of the 
toreft of Lebanon; and the third was that which he made 
for Pharaoh’s daughter: but this laft we fuppofe to have 
been only a fpacious apartment (N) added to the firft 
houfcj whofe fituation it is not very difficult to fix. For, 
on one fide, this palace was almoft parallel to the water- 
gate = ; and, on the other, there was a communication be- 
tween it and the temple, by means of the terrace built by 
Solomon over the valley ^ • Perhaps the fecond was a 
fummer retirement, fmee we have it upon record, that 
Solomon built it in the forcit ; and this is all we know of 
the matters. 

Not far from this palace was the mattara, tranflated 
prifon ^ ; but it feems to have been a fpacious place or tri- 
bunal : for, in the court of this mattara, Jeremiah was 
confined ; but at the fame time was allowed a good deal 
of liberty, fiiice it was here he made the purchafe of an 
eftate in prefence of feveral witiiefles, who figned the deed 
of agreement h W^eread, moreover, that alterwards the 
prophet was taken going out of Jerufalem, and by Zede- 
kiah’s order transferred to the mattara again, where he pro- 
phefied in the hearing of all the people ; and the prophet 
remained in the above mentioned court till the taking of 

Jerufalem , i a j 

It is faid that theNethenims dwelt in'Ophel, ealtward, 
near the valley. Then follawed the hall, or place of the 
merchants or retailers, harokelim *, who feem to have 
been the fame with the collybifts, or money-changen, a 
fort of dealers very ufual at the gate of the temple, whither 
abundance of ftrangers reforted from all parts. 

Little is faid concerning the walls of the city. After 
David had taken “ the ftrong hold of Zion, he called it 
the city of David, and dwelt in that fort, having built round 


c VideNehem. iii. 16. Kings vii, palT. 

li Nehem. iii. coll. Jerem xxxii. % 

~ k Nchem. ill. 28. 


■ z Chron* viii. C* 
* Jercro. xxxii. 


I z, & feq- 


(N) Beth is often taken in 
jthat fenfe, as when Kebekah 
runs to her mother^* 
apartment^ or lodging: and fo 
is the houfe of the women to 


Ibid, iii. ®6, 31. 

be underl'lood in the book of 
Efther, the faid houfe pro- 
bably not being fepa/atc from 
the king’s, but pan of it. 





hefcriptim 6f Jerufalem, 

about btillo and inward.” Solomon and his fuccelfors"^ 
took nolefs care to improve thefe, and to add new works; 
concerning which #the hiftorians have left* us no particu- 
lars, excepting that Hezekiah built up that part which 
had been demolilhed by Joafli, king of Ifrael ; and added 
another without- ManalTeh likewife is recorded to have 
“ built a wall without the city of David, on the weft fide 
®f Gihon, in the valley, even to the entering in at the Fifti- 
gate, and compalTed about Ophel.” 

In ancient Jerufalem the gates, or ftiaharim, were ten 
in number, viz. five from weft tp eaft-by-fouth, and five 
Others by north ; here are their names, as they are to be 
found in the text and tranflation : 


Byfouth, I. Dung-gate, Haafpoth. 

2. Fountain-gate, Haainor-en. 

3. Water-gate, Hammajim. 

4. Horfe-gate, Hafouflim. 

5. Prifon-gate, Hamiphkad- 

By north, i. Valley-gate, JIaggai or -ge- 

2. Gate of Ephraim, Ephraim. 

3. Old-gate, Haieftian- 

4. Fifti-gate, Hadaggim. 

5. Sheep-gate, Hazon. 

As to that which is called of the Valley, the entrance 
^as on the weft *, by this gate Nehemiah went out of the 
city, in order to vifit the ruins of Jerufalem ; he likewife 
placed himfelf upon this gate, or upon the wall clofe to 
Itf 'Wrhen he made the dedication of the rebuilding of Je- 
r^lalem, by a double ^roceftion of the people, one half 
going to the right, or fouth, the other to the left, or 
|lc»rth, in order to come by the eaft to the temple. The 
is placed to the eaft by Jeremiah and it was 
through it that Athaliah went from the temple to the pa- 
ls^; but we muft confefs it is not fo eafy to aflign the 
CUttfe for which the Dung->gate is omitted on this account ; 

it is fpoken 01 in the rebuilding of the wall \ 
t^iid when Nehemiah viewed the ruins, it is again men- 
bf the nfime of the Dung-port K 

"Water-gate turning to the eaft, it Is likely it 
.{ jdiBwercd the routhern part of the palace, by the place or 
in wbkb Beta read the law tp all the people *. 

; TfayePriibn-gale is, in Hebrew, Miphk'ad’^. This word, 
m in the tranftation, fignifies and by 


|S. 

^1, li ftq. 


1 a Kings xi. 
t Ibid. iii. Xj. 


1$, & f«q. kNchem. 

daduftion 
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^ dedudion, judgment^ csrre^ion^ ward, pri/on. It is alfo 
called the Gate of Mattara, in our tianflation, Pri/afj^gattK 
It flood caftward of the palace and cityl^oth. ' 

It is plain the Gate of Ephraim took its name from it^ 
fining the highway leading tp that tribe. This may 
ferve to afeertain the truth of the fituation v^e have give 4 
of the city. 

T-he Sbeep-gate furnifhes us with means of explaining 
the word tar^oC at mn, in the Gofpel according to St, John*, 
v^here our tranllation has, “ there M^as a pool near th« 
Sheep-market/* in the text, and gate in the margin, viz. 
dfofct, or And the tranllation in the text feems the 

moll probable; for a fheeprmarket was there ne^r 
gate of the fame name, and feems to have J5een bet'Wee^' 
the gate and the pool of Bethefdaj on the north-eaft of 
the temple (T). 

Laftly, the Fifli-gate " anfwered to one afterwards built 
in the new city, called the Gate of Joppa, a fea-port on the 
Mediterranean. 

Thcfe we think, are all the gates of Jerufalem, cither 
it Hood before the captivity, or as, after the return 
from it, it was repaired by Nehemiah. 

The towers, as mentioned by Nehemiah, were four.’ 

Indeed it is faid ofUzziah®, “ He built towers in Jeru- 
falem, at the Corner-gate, and at the Valley-gate, and :it Towir^ 
the turning of the wall;” but how many he built is not 
faid. However, the names of the ihid four towers were 
Meah, eaftward ; Hananeel, north-eaflward ; HatUnou- 
rim, of the furnaces, weft ward ; and Ophel, fouth-eaft- 
ward. The firft-named of thefe was alfo the firft-built 
near this they pafted, going to the Sheep-gate, in the dedi- 
cation of the walls ^ ; the fecond, called Hananeel, lay 

1 Neliern. iii. xj. ™ John v. 2 . Nebem. xii. 

2 Kings xlv. 13. " 2 Chron. xxvi. g. ? Nehcm. 

^ Nchem. xii. 3g. - > 

(T) Though jofephus does difeovers fome old archeft, 
not mention it by name, yet dammed up. Thcfe fome fViU 
he places a pool ■ thereabouts, have to be the five porches m 
Mr Maundrell found a large which fat that multitude 01 
empty bafon, of which he gives lame, Sec. The pool M , 

the following defeription : “ It guous on one fide to 
is 1 20 paces long, 40 broad, phen's gate, on the to 

andatlcaft B deep, but void the area of the teazle Cf;. 
pfyyater. At its weft end it 

(i) MaundrclN Journey to ^rulalem. 




iWore to, the north; and third quite to the welt* 
From beyond this tower they went, in the dedication, to 
the broad wall p, Laftly, from the fourth, Ophel, a ward 
fo called^, and the wall itfelf joining to it ', took their 
name ; but properly it is a tower % fuppofed to be ver'y 
high, ufed pefhaps as a watch-tower*. It is faid kingMa^ 
naiTeh raifed it up to a great height^ ; and of this tower 
Jofephus fpeaks, when he fays, “ That the wall, pafling 
through Ophlas, was carried on fo as to join the call por- 
tico of the temple 

In naentioning fprings and waters in or about jeru- 
falem, it may not be amifsto give the following deferip- 
kion of the pool of Gihon, from Maundrell : It lies,” 
fays he, “ about two furlongs without Bethlehem-gate, 
Wfcftward i it is a ftately pool, one hundred and lix paces 
long, and fixty-feven broad, and lined with wall and 
plailer, and was, when we were there, well llored with 
water.” This remark helps us to undeiftand the better 
what is related of Hezekiah^. “ He Hopped the upper 
water-courfe of Gihon, and brought it ftrait down to 
the weft of the city of David.” Thcfe naturally ran tp 
the fouth and eaft out of the city ; but the king turned' off 
the courfe of th'is ftream, in order to make it run towards 
the weft in Zion. According to the Targum, Gihon is 
the fame as Shiloh; nevcrthelefs, it is plain there were 
there two pools, fince Gihon is named the upper pool. 
Now as there was a lower pool, this laft: might be Shiloh, 
of which the upper was the fpring. Notwithftanding, one 
might be apt to think that Gihon was only a bafon, orre- 
fcrvpir, into which the water came from En-Rogcl, that is 
to the FulUr*s Fouftiawf where Adonijah offered his 
at the time of his aspiring to the throne. In 
tjiciirnc of Hezekiah the water of Shiloh, or Gihon, was 
brought into the city; and, in all appearance, when the 
city rpfe again from its ruins, it was reftored to the fame 
^vantage; it is no wonder; that" Tacitus places here 
fontem perennis aquae. 

^hc king’s pool is mentioned in Nebtmiah, as being 
the Fountain-jdte, that is, to the fduth-weft of Zion, 
called by JoKphus the pool of Solomon, and de- 
jE^ibed winding towards the eaft. Ifaiah fpeaks of the 


them. xii. 38. s X|>id. ill. 16. ' Ibid. 27. ;* Conf, 

ftjbak. ii. i . Hljil. sxxii. in the margin. « 2 Chron. 
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Defcrtpiton of Jerufakm. 

old pool whofe water had been mjide to run between the 
two walls, and might be the fame as that made by Hcze- 
kiah, barely called the pool made which might be named 
^the artificial pool i not but that it was a natural fpring, 
\\it becaufe art had been made ufe of in order to make it 
water the caftern parts of Zion. How^jver, one of the 
molt renowned fources of Jerufalem Was the brook of 
Cedron, whofe head fpring did not run very plentifully, 
for in fummer it was generally dried Up ; hut in rainy wea- 
ther the quantity of waters falling from the mountains in- 
creafed it fo prodigiouily, that it rather looked like a 
river than a brook. In the Hebrew its name is pro- 
nounced Kidron^ as our tranflation has exprefled it; and 
where it is faid, ‘‘ King David pafled over the brook 
Kidron, toward the way of the widernefs*.” 

We flatter ourfelves we have faithfully reprefen ted Je- 
rufalem as it anciently ftood, from about the times of 
David to the Babyloniih captivity; for though it may be 
objedted, that Nehemiah, from whom moft of our proofs 
'^re borrowed, lived fevcral years after the return of the 
yet it mull be allowed that it was not raifed upon 
any new plan, but only rebuilt upon its ancient founda- 
tions. The walls, indeed, had been pulled down, the 
cates burnt to alhes ; but the remains, or at leaft fome 
marks or out-lines of them all, were Hill to be feen, and 
parts of feveral of them were ftill fubfifting. So, as we 
read in Nehemiah ‘‘ the breaches were Hopped, the 
buildings re-edified, and the whole city reltored, as much 
as poflible, to its former condition. 
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